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A huge thank you 
to this month’s 

sponsors:       

Amity Veterinary 
Care;  

Slimming World; 

Webselect  

Chudleigh Remembers... 
The men of Chudleigh 
who gave their lives in 
WWI: 
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The men of Chudleigh 
who gave their lives in 
WWII: 
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W Douglass 

C Ellis 

F Gibbs 

R Gibbs 

J Hamlyn 

P Heald 
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D Jack 

G Lee 

A Prowse 
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P Shears 

F Shorland 

P Solway 

A Steer 

P Stevens 

J Thomas 

L Warren 

W Warren 

R Wills 
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From the Editor  

Last month, I used this column to express 

my disgust over the lack of action on the 
Station Hill issues and encouraged CP 
readers to start contacting representatives 
of Devon County Council. As promised, I 
wrote to the four named people myself, 
and some of you got in touch to say you 
had done the same. 

Here’s what happened next: I   
received an immediate response from John 
Hart, Leader of DCC saying “In all     
honesty I do not know Station Hill but will 
ask Officers of DCC for an update as to 
what is going on with the project”       
followed by complete silence.  

There was an email from the   
Highways and Transport Development 
Manager at DCC, repeating word for 
word the letter I had already printed in 
CP. When I went back to him, pointing out 
this took us no further forward, I  received 
this reply: “I am afraid that the only thing 
I can add is that we are taking the matter 
seriously and progressing it as swiftly as 
we can and will continue to do so. It is 
frustrating for us as well, but we do have 
to take the right steps at the right time I 
am afraid.” 

I am disappointed, but not        
surprised to report that I received no   
response at all from either the Chief       
Executive of DCC, nor from our own   

County Councillor. 
However, things finally appear to 

be moving forward. Robert Hough, who 
originally owned the wall in question and 
made the offer to DCC to enable the   
pavement to be widened, writes:  

“Now that Devon County Council 
officially own the roadside wall and hedge 
of Gordon Lodge, can I urge all interested 
parties to apply pressure on elected     
representatives of parish, district and 
county to bring this ludicrously lengthy 
matter to a satisfactory conclusion. 

This means a safe width footpath 
for all to use comfortably without fear of 
accident due to the totally unacceptable 
speed of traffic on this stretch of 30 mph 
road and now exacerbated by having no 
working street lights outside Gordon 
Lodge and Aeolian Court since March of 
this year. 

Are we living in a third world 
country I ask?” 

Coupling this with the statement by 
our Mayor on page 3 and the concerns 
raised by Jo Poke on page 11, it would 
appear that our elected representative and 
paid officers at DCC still have a way to go 
to provide the expected service. Let’s keep 
up the pressure. 

Have a great  month 
Kate 
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THANK YOU 
 

I would like to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who 
has supported me over the 

past few weeks. 
 

You came to my book launch 
in droves (although I      

suspect Chudleigh Sweethearts were a 
bigger attraction than the new book) 

 

You bought loads of copies 
 

You were kind enough to give me lots of 
positive feedback; and you reviewed it on 

Amazon 
 

It’s been my best book launch to date, 
and, Chudleigh, you helped to make it so. 

Elizabeth 

We are pleased to announce an exciting new reading adventure 

at Chudleigh Library. 
The Secret Book Quest is a fun and free reading        

challenge for ages 5 and up, designed to inspire a lifelong love of 
reading.  

Led by a vivid cast of beautifully illustrated characters, 
kids can read their way through 10 themed zones including 
space, animals, and imagination! There are 5 books to read to 
complete each zone.  

When they sign up children receive their very own Secret 
Book Quest booklet, packed full of activities and puzzles, along 
with their first sticker. Collecting stickers as they go, they read 
50 books to complete the challenge and decipher a secret code. 
Finishers will also receive a certificate and a special prize! And 
the fun doesn’t have to stop there—keen readers can continue 
their reading journey with continuation sheets and find more 
recommendations, challenges and prize draws on the website. 
There is no rush to complete the challenge, and any type of book 
counts—poetry, fiction, comic books and more. So your child 
can complete at their own pace, reading books they love.  

To sign up and join in for free, pop into your local     
library. We can’t wait to see you. Or you can email us or ring us 
01626 852469. For more information, book recommendations, 
activities and more visit our website. 

Thank You Alan 

For the first time in 

many years, a      
familiar face has been 
missing in the lead-up 
to our Remembrance 
Day. Alan Brunton 
has stepped down as 
the organiser of  the 
town’s Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal.   

Over the years, Alan has organised 
the collection of tens of thousands of 
pounds. His record was in 2018 when,   
during the commemoration of the end of 
WWI, the final total was just short of 
£9,000.  

Councillor Rick Webb, who has 
taken over the role from Alan this year said: 
“The RBL Poppy Appeal and the people of 
Chudleigh owe a great deal of gratitude to 
Alan for his dedication to us all. I am     
privileged to take on the RBL Poppy Appeal 
coordination in his footsteps; and if together  
we can continue the task of serving  our 
military veterans and families I am sure 
Alan will be pleased.” 

Alan is not enjoying the best of 
health at the moment. We wish him well and 
thank him for everything he has done for 
RBL over the years.  

https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/October-2021.pdf
mailto:Chudleigh.Library@librariesunlimited.org.uk
http://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/secret-book-quest
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Chudleigh Notices 

Town Hall News 
A statement from the Mayor 

At the full council meeting on Monday 1st  
November, the Mayor of Chudleigh,      
Councillor Martin Tinkler, expressed concern 
about the service that Chudleigh was        
receiving from the principal authorities     
covering the area. He cited some examples.  

The Town Council and District   
Councillors, Keeling and Evans have long considered the         
widening of the footpath on Station Hill, in the vicinity of Gordon 
Lodge, to be an essential safety measure. Indeed, the Town   
Council had long asked that it be in place before the new         
developments in that area were occupied. Now, some two years 
later, there was still no sign that the project was shovel ready.  

The Town Council and District Councillors had also been 
pursuing the Local Planning Authority regarding the provision of 
pedestrian links from the new major developments in the town 
which would allow safe pedestrian access to the town centre. None 
of these links had materialised and the Council, for the most part, 
did not receive replies when enquiring about progress.  

He was aware that the Council had been pursuing the   
provision of safe cycle paths to link Chudleigh to other            
communities. Despite endless meetings nothing showed any sign 
of materialising. He accepted that Covid had put significant     
additional pressures on the principal authorities but wondered if 
this was now providing a convenient excuse for a lack of service. 

Councillor Tinkler emphasised that, in making these     
criticisms, he was not criticising the District Councillors and 
County Councillor serving Chudleigh. In fact he is fully aware of 
the efforts that they are putting in to secure these vital links.  He 
fully accepted that they were doing their best to carry initiatives 
forward but were facing the same obstacles and frustrations as the 
Town Council.  He finished by stating that it is vital that the    
people of Chudleigh, including the Town Council, work as a   
coherent body to ensure our concerns are heard.  

[For additional discussion on this topic, see From the   
Editor, page 2 and Chudleigh Concerns, on page 11] 

 

Council meetings 

Meetings are being held as hybrids at the moment. The only    
people who legally have to be in the room are councillors.     
Members of the public need to pre-book their place if they wish to 
attend in person. There is also the option to join the meeting via 
Zoom. Contact the office in the Town Hall for details. 

There will be meetings of the Planning Committee on 
Wednesday 17th November and Wednesday 15th December, both 
at 7pm.  

There will be a meeting of the Town Hall and Finance 
Committee on Wednesday 1st December at 7pm. 

The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Monday 
6th December at 7pm.  

John Carlton, Town Clerk 
Tel: 01626 853140 

Email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 
 

Amenity Society News 
On Friday 22nd October 2021, CADAS was dissolved because 

we were unable to recruit any volunteers to run the Society.    
Maybe in the future, it will rise like a Phoenix from  the Ashes and 
be managed by a new generation of enthusiastic volunteers! 

regards, David Williams 

Christ the Redeemer Mission,  
Doorstep Church, Chudleigh 

Bishop Paul took the opportunity of recent   

meetings, in Walsall, to put my licence (dated 
1/1/21) into my hands. As a fully licenced      
minister of the Free Church of England, I can 
conduct services and the FCE is a member of 
Churches Together, so we look forward to    
working alongside and with the other churches in 
Chudleigh. 

We continue with our weekly Bible 
study/prayer meetings as well as emailing the 
studies out to others both in Chudleigh and elsewhere. Bible   
studies continue to be posted on-line—access is through 
www.chtrch.org.uk or can be requested from studies@ctrch.org.uk 

We are also now able to have a short time of worship on 
Sunday mornings, including Communion, albeit with limited  
numbers. We again held a short act of Remembrance from our 
doorstep  and this year were able to then join others at the War 
Memorial. 

God bless you all 
Rev’d Terry Brighton  

Free Church of England 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Photos from the licencing at St Andrews, Bentley 

Above: Terry (left) with Bishop Paul Hunt 

Below, from left, Bishop Paul Hunt, Terry and  Rev’d Paul 
Reynolds 

Photos: Rev’d Mark Spiers 

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
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History Group Cancer Lifeline South West 

 
Cancer Lifeline South West is a small local charity supporting 

those affected by cancer, once treatment finishes. This can be a 
very difficult time psychologically, often with the safety net of 
hospital gone.  

Under normal circumstances, we run free 3-day residential 
breaks, providing ‘Time to  Retune’ after treatment finishes. 
Breaks, open to anyone diagnosed with cancer and their primary 
carer, are supported by registered therapists/facilitators           
experienced in working with  people affected by life-threatening 
illness. 

Since February 2020 we have, for obvious reasons, been 
unable either to deliver our services person to person or carry out 
our programme of fund-raising activities. Our provision moved 
skilfully online with a 6-month offer to a closed group which  
included regular therapeutic support, and other resources.  

As the situation gradually returns to some kind of         
normality, we are looking to the future and the resumption of our 
activities.   

So, please, come and support us on 
20th November 

is proud to 
support 
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Chudfest Notices 

Almost every year since 2010, Chudfest has been organising an 

Annual Variety Night, at Chudleigh School Hall, to raise money 
for Chudleigh Xmas Lights. 

It is one of the most entertaining nights in the Chudleigh 
Calendar and often involves the rib-tickling Tank Sherman as well 
as many other talented local professional and amateur entertainers. 
In 2019 I hosted one of the best yet and this year is set to be even 
better. 

There are so many things making the evening special: a 
great social evening with a mix of people; a showcase for local 
talent; a great laugh; and you bring your own food and drink!  
Everyone’s welcome but it’s geared towards an adult audience. 
We’d love to welcome any new Chudleigh residents too. 

Where else would you see Tank Sherman, Burlesque 
Dancers—The Diamond Dolls (as seen on BGT), talented local 
restaurant owner Tracey Nixon and her sister (former professional 
performers), local Aerial Hooper Elise Prowse (wowed the crowd 
in 2019), Wayward Pines (who performed so brilliantly at the 
Chudfest Fete), The Chudleigh Sweethearts, The Shanty Men, 
Girls Allowed Out and more? This year I have even bought a new 
guitar especially for the occasion.   

Tickets are £10 each and there are only a handful left.  The 
Box Office will be outside the Town Hall on Thursdays and    
Saturdays, 9.30am to 1pm, until they are sold out. Don’t miss out! 
This year it’s Xmas themed so I am even more excited.  

Gina x 

Chudfest Christmas Fayre and Late Night 
Shopping event on Thursday 2nd December 
 After last year’s disappointments the 

Chudfest Christmas Committee is very 
pleased to be able announce that the Late 
Night Shopping events will take place on 
the evening of Thursday 2nd December. 

 The Christmas Fayre stalls are 
filling up with only a few spaces left at the time of writing. I am 
not booking in so many stalls this year—we all know how   
crowded the Town Hall rooms in particular can get in a “normal” 
year. We are also recruiting some stewards to control the flow of 
people; please be understanding if you are asked to wait a few 
minutes before entering a room. 

The Parade will start at the Church at 6pm and Father 
Christmas, together with Rudolph, will lead the way down Fore 
Street to the War Memorial where Don Armand, of the Exeter 
Chief’s and England, has kindly agreed to do the honours for the 
town centre lights switch on. Do bring any lanterns you may have 
to add some more sparkle. Father Christmas will be in his Grotto 
from about 6.15pm. 

There will be some entertainment around the Square as 
usual and nearly every shop and business in the town will be open. 
There will be plenty of places around town to grab a drink and a 
bite to eat.  In addition, the Town Hall forecourt will be bustling 
with food and drink outlets. 

 Unfortunately, we have decided not to have the School 
Children’s Concert in the Church before the Parade. It is such a 
popular event and would be impossible to socially distance. 

 The small Christmas Trees decorated by the Pre-Schools 
and the Primary School children will be making a welcome     
reappearance around the War Memorial.  

 Chudfest is once again offering prizes for the winners of 
the shop or business Christmas window display. The Chudleigh 
Primary School Children choose their favourite and a retailer in 
the town also chooses a winner. 

The children’s art competition has been judged; and the 
winners of the competition will be printed in the Chudfest    
Christmas Brochure which will be delivered to every house in 
Chudleigh very soon. 

 Alison Neely,  
Chair Of Christmas Lights Committee 
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Entertainment 

Dunsford Amateur Dramatic Society is very happy to announce 

the production of  Ali Baba and his Four and a Half Thieves, a 
completely new Pantomime written especially for DADS. 

 
Let us take you on a magical journey where Ali and the 

thieves share their adventures in the exotic kingdom of Xanadu. 
With the help of a disgruntled Genie, a magic carpet, a Ferocious 
Sheik (The "King" of the Desert), and an unhappy wife of the evil 
Vizier Vaseem (the villain of the plot), can Ali and the beautiful 
Lady Meena overcome all the obstacles in the way of true love?  

 
To find out, come and see our story unfold at Dunsford 

Village Hall from 8th to 15th January 2022.  
 

• 8th January, 2.30pm 

• 9th January, 2.30pm 

• 11th to 14th January, 7.45pm 

• 15th January, 2.30pm and 7.45pm  
 
Tickets (£7 for matinees, £8 for evenings) will be available 

from 1st December from www.dadsbookings.com or from DADS 
Box Office, Bev English, 01392 425281. 

 
We look forward to seeing you and entertaining you once 

again 

http://www.dadsbookings.com


 

 

November 2021 
Page 8 

Chudleigh Businesses 

Dandelion and Temple Spa 
Join us for an evening of relaxation and shopping. Enjoy a glass of 
Prosecco and get your Christmas shopping done too. You’ll also 
be able to see the beautiful seasonal collection from Temple Spa; 
try new products and there’s free gift wrapping too! 

James Tatum Art Workshops 
 

There are a few spaces left for 
my weekend painting        

workshops in Chudleigh: 

November 20 & 21:  2 spaces  

December 4 & 5:  5 spaces  

Email me for details 

 

Coming next month: a chance to advertise 
your seasonal wares for free.              

Contact kate for details 

November 25th, December 9th and 16th, 
5.30pm to 7pm 

 

All community notices are free of charge. 
Eighth-page commercial adverts also free of 

charge. 
Larger commercial  adverts by  agreement 

Christmas    
Market 

See page 13 for 
Competition 

News 

mailto:jtatum@btconnect.com
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Teignbridge and Devon Notices 
TDC Updates 

Teignbridge District Council issued five 

update bulletins in the past month. The 
latest issue on Friday 12th November  
features: funding support scheme for food 
and utility costs; the Poppies to Paddington train; booking a covid 
booster jab; local plan consultation; kickstart scheme for 16 to 24 
year olds; survey on renting from a private landlord; self-care 
week health reminder; supporting veterans in South Devon; easy 
read version of the covid Autumn and Winter Plan; and latest  
government coronavirus guidance. 

 

Teignbridge CVS 
There were two update bulletins 

from TCVS during the last 
month. The latest was issued on 
Thursday 4th November. It   
features the latest information on training courses, resources and 
funding. 

The November issue of TCVS Funding News is available 
for download now. 

Details have been announced of Creating a Culture of 
Inclusion: a day for the voluntary and community sector to     
explore diversity and inclusive practice and why it matters. For 

full details and booking information, click here. 
 

DCC Updates 
Devon County Council issued five update 

bulletins in the past month. The latest was 
issued on Friday 12th November. It covers: 
Test and Trace still plays an essential part in 
reducing COVID-19 transmission and    
outbreaks; COVID-19 vaccination to be a condition of             
employment for health and social care staff; still time to have your 
lifesaving COVID-19 vaccine; farmers invited to a free wellbeing 
and mental health support webinar; stop COVID-19 hanging 
around; and  Devon Remembers. 
 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the South West Business Growth Hub is 

available now. Keeping you up to date on the latest Government 
and local business support, including mitigating the impacts of 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) on your business, it can be accessed by 
clicking here. 

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2fbe1c2
https://preview.mailerlite.com/p8k8h4/1811721410570099570/e9q1/
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Teignbridge-CVS-Funding-News-November-2021.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creating-a-culture-of-inclusion-tickets-202986647527
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2fbc202
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-13408696?e=9447d6f21c
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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Confused about COVID-19 booster jabs 
and flu vaccines?  

On Monday 25th October, DCC issued a 

briefing document addressing some of the 
questions currently being asked about    
vaccinations:  
 

• Do I need have the flu and Covid-19 vaccinations? 

• How can I get the flu vaccination? 

• Where can I get the flu vaccine? 

• Who can have the Covid-19 vaccination? 

• How can I get the Covid-19 booster jab? 

• Where can I get the Covid-19 booster jab? 

• Can I have the Covid-19 booster jab and the flu vaccine at 
the same time? 

 
If you need to learn the answers to any of these questions, you can 
download the briefing document by clicking here. 
 

NHS Devon Briefing 
Coronavirus Briefing Document #44 

was issued on Friday 5th November. 
Key messages are: 
 

• Almost 9 in 10 over-16s are fully 
vaccinated. 

• Figures produced by the Office for National Statistics show 
that between January and September this year               
unvaccinated people were 32 times more likely to die with 
Covid-19 than those who have had two doses. 

• Health and social care workers are being reminded to   
advise their employer when they have had their booster 
and flu vaccination 

• Between 8 December 2020 and 31 October 2021 952,146 
first doses have been given in Devon while 885,305 second 
doses have been given; a total of 1,837,871 first and     
second doses. 

• Details of walk-in clinics are being regularly shared on 
NHS Devon CCG’s social media pages. You can find your 
nearest walk-in clinic on NHS England’s site finder here. 
Appointments can be booked via the National Booking 
System. 

 
You can download the complete document by clicking here. 
 

Avian Influenza  
Heart of the South West Trading Standards Service have advised 

that as of 5pm on 3rd November an Avian Influenza Prevention 
Zone was declared across Great Britain. This means all bird   
keepers in Great Britain (whether they have pet birds, commercial 
flocks or just a few birds in a backyard) are required by law to take 
a range of bio-security precautions: 
 

Schedule 1 - Minimum biosecurity measures applying 

to all keepers 

• Keep domestic ducks and geese separate from other    
poultry. 

• Ensure the areas where birds are kept are unattractive to 
wild birds, for example by netting ponds, and by removing 
wild bird food sources.  

• Feed and water their birds in enclosed areas to discourage 
wild birds.  

• Minimise movement into and out of bird enclosures.  

• Cleanse and disinfect footwear and keep areas where birds 
live clean and tidy.  

• Reduce any existing contamination by cleansing and    
disinfecting concrete areas and fencing off wet or boggy 
areas.  

• Keep free ranging birds within fenced areas, and ponds, 
watercourses and permanent standing water must be fenced 
off (except in specific circumstances, e.g., zoo birds). 

 

Schedule 2 – Enhanced biosecurity measures for    

premises with over 500 poultry or other captive birds 

  

• Keepers with more than 500 birds will need to restrict  
access for non-essential people on their sites, workers will 
need to change clothing and footwear before entering bird 
enclosures and site vehicles will need to be cleaned and 
disinfected regularly to limit the risk of the disease   
spreading. 

  
Full details of what is required can be found on the government 
website.  To assist all bird keepers in complying with the new 
rules, the biosecurity guidance and self-assessment checklists   
have been updated and all the latest information can be found by 
clicking here. 

If you have poultry it is your responsibility to keep updated 
on any outbreaks and an easy way to do this is to sign up for text 
notifications - register with the APHA alerts service. 
 

Police and partners work together to      
prevent livestock theft 

 

A new awareness campaign is being launched to 

encourage residents and countryside visitors to help 
fight rural crime and livestock theft in Devon. 

Leading rural insurer NFU Mutual is joining 
forces with Devon & Cornwall Police to fund the 
Devon Livestock Initiative, in response to ongoing 
regular thefts of sheep in remote areas such as  
Dartmoor. 

The project’s key aim is to encourage people to report  
suspicious activity to local farmers when they are out and about in 
the countryside. It is initially being launched on parts of Dartmoor 
and if successful it’ll be rolled out across Devon and Cornwall 
where farmers and parishes have theft concerns and would like an 
opportunity to work together. 

The Devon Livestock Initiative will provide farmers with 
gate signs which include the times that stock are normally moved 
and ask members of the public who see sheep being moved     
outside these times, to call a displayed phone number for a local 
farmer or the police on 101. 

The initiative is part of a wider project being run by Devon 
& Cornwall Police, with support from NFU Mutual, to trial a 
range of security measures to prevent and detect livestock theft. 

PC Martin Beck of the Devon & Cornwall Police Rural 
Crime Team, said: “The signage campaign is not just about the 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2f8874c
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Devon-CCG-Coronavirus-Vaccination-briefing-051121.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1030990/aipz-declaration.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1030990/aipz-declaration.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu#biosecurity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu#biosecurity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apha-alert-subscription-service
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Chudleigh Concerns: Devon Highways; Mad, Bad and Dangerous To Know 

farmers, it is as much for those in our communities who live, work 
and pass our farms every day. We will be contacting parish    
councils and visiting other groups and community leaders in those 
pilot areas to help spread the word on how we can prevent theft 
together. Letting people know about the signs and helping them 
understand more about farming in their local areas can really 
make a difference in reducing and preventing theft. 

“We want to help educate people. Some thefts take place 
during the hours of darkness while others will happen in broad 
daylight. You may not actually realise you are witnessing a theft 
or crime taking place so by putting these signs up, it helps to raise      
awareness of those activities which are out of the ordinary. This 
will help the community know what to look out for and,          
importantly, how to report it. We need to send a clear message to 
criminals that livestock theft will not be tolerated, there is every 
chance someone will see you and communities are joining forces 
to stop it.” 

 Kerry Hogan, NFU Mutual Plymouth Agent, said: “With 
more and more people using the Devon countryside for leisure, we 
are urging the public to support farmers and rural communities by 
reporting suspicious sightings and crimes to the police. This 
scheme gives clear guidance to moorland residents and visitors on 
what to do and who to call if they spot something happening 
which doesn’t look right. 

“Farmers have worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic 
keeping the nation fed and caring for the countryside. By working 
together, we can help stop these thefts which are threatening the 
long-term future of our small farms.” 

It’s hoped this new campaign will help farmers like Colin 
Abel, whose family have farmed sheep across thousands of acres 
of rugged Dartmoor for over a hundred years. Over the last     
decade, they have been plagued by sheep theft and Colin estimates 
the farm is now losing 200 sheep a year to thieves. The moor’s 

unfenced roads and sparse population make it attractive to rustlers 
who have skills to round up sheep, transport them, and have a 
market for illegally slaughtered and butchered meat. 

Colin Abel says: “The situation is getting worse. For small 
farms, the risk of having stock stolen is now making it too risky to 
graze sheep on the moor. Small farmers have been grazing sheep 
on Dartmoor for centuries as commoners, so the constant threat of 
theft is forcing an end to traditional farming life in West Devon. 

“Because fewer sheep are being kept on Dartmoor, that’s 
leading to grass not being grazed which in turn brings a higher 
risk of fire. In a dry spell in February, we had one of the worst 
moorland fires we have ever seen, covering hundreds of acres of 
moorland.” 

In July, Colin and his brothers were the first farm to take 
part in the pilot scheme which provides contact details for local 
residents and visitors to report suspicious activities such as people 
rounding up sheep at night. 

Roz Hills, NFU Mutual Regional Manager for the South 
West, added: “We believe that when we join forces to work with 
farmers, police and local communities, we can really make a   
difference in tackling rural crime. 

“The impact of rural crime cannot be underestimated. It is 
not just about the money to replace stolen equipment or livestock, 
it also has a big emotional impact on farmers and their families, 
causing disruption and affecting the valuable trust which enables 
rural communities to thrive. By working closely with Devon & 
Cornwall Police and the people who live and work in our        
communities, we are tackling this rise in livestock theft to deter 
thieves from stealing sheep and cattle in the future.” 

At a time when there is a growing clamour about the lack of action 
on outstanding issues around Station Hill, the following letter 
from Jo Poke, former owner of Dandelion, rang a strong bell 
when it arrived in the Chudleigh Phoenix in-box recently. 
 

Have you walked or driven 

along Heathfieldlake Hill  
recently? Anyone who has 
cannot fail to have noticed the 
earth mound that edges the 
drainage ditch on the right-
hand side as you walk up from 
Chudleigh. The mound was 
created following the ditch  
clearance undertaken by  
Highways about a month ago. 
Residents up here were initially delighted to see the clearance was 
happening at last. (The ditch has been completely overgrown and                
un-functioning for several years; the result being that during    
periods of wet weather, water cascades down the hill. If this water 
freezes, as has often been the case, the hill becomes covered in 
black ice.) 

I had assumed that the very hard-working ditch-clearance 
team had run out of time and would be returning to remove the 
mud mounds that had been created from the ditch detritus. When 
they remained uncleared, I emailed Devon County Council    
Highways, showing them photos of the fully cleared ditch area 
near the top of the hill and the mounds that had been left of the 

lower section. Imagine my amazement when they replied saying 
that the mounds had been created deliberately as a means of    
retaining the ditch water in the gulley!  

This is a thoroughly stupid idea on many counts: 
 

• the mounds have narrowed the highway by at least     
eighteen inches 

• the mounds make it impossible for pedestrians to quickly 
duck out of the way of traffic; it is even more tricky for 
dog-walkers 

• any cyclist happening to clip the edge of the mound would 
come off their bike 

• being mud, the mounds are not permanent; already there 
are areas that have been driven over by large wheeled  
vehicles, sending mud directly back into the cleared   
drainage ditch 

• being mud, they are already greening-up and it will be a 
very short time before large weeds take hold and protrude 
into the road making it even more narrow and obstructed. 
 
In response to Highways' reply, I sent photos accompanied 

by an email outlining the points I have raised above. I am waiting 
to hear back from them. It would be very interesting to hear the 
opinions of  other Chudleigh residents regarding these recent             
Heathfieldlake Hill developments. 

Yours sincerely 

Jo Poke (Ms) 
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 The habitats we have created in and around the town have been 

both colourful and wonderfully productive. As well as bees,    
hoverflies and butterflies, they are now supporting grasshoppers 
too.  

The Yellow Rattle sown in Lawn Drive verges several 
years ago finally burst forth and we counted a large number of 
plants this year. Yellow Rattle will compete with the more       
aggressive grasses and allow more wildflowers to flourish in   
future years.   

Volunteers have worked hard to keep the area free of 
weeds and rake the grass up as soon as mowing has taken place.  
There have been many positive comments about the work we are 
doing to encourage more insects, a vital part of making our planet 
work.  This has been an exceptionally poor year for insects of all 
kinds, because of the long period of rain and cold weather which 
brought an unusually late spring.  

 Many Chudleigh residents have been proactive by       
supporting our ‘Gardening for Wildlife Project’ and there is no 
doubt that the nectar-rich plants they introduced to their gardens 
will have helped our bees, butterflies and hoverflies to survive.  
Over 80 signs were distributed and we hope to encourage many 
more people to join in next spring.   

 The loss of wildlife corridors is one of the most damaging 
factors affecting our environment. By allowing insects, birds and 
other animals to move from one garden to another we are in some 
way offsetting the damage that has been done by the huge increase 
in housing in recent years.  By planting trees and bushes and the 
right sort of native plants, we are providing food for insects and 
birds.  If we can leave small gaps in our fencing to allow      
hedgehogs, frogs, newts, slow-worms and other animals to move 
around, Chudleigh’s gardens will become an extended nature  
reserve.  

 Chudleigh Wild’s success is entirely down to its loyal 
band of volunteers. If you feel you could give a few hours of your 
time to supporting us in any way, please contact me. 

Sue Smallshire 
Secretary, Chudleigh Wild 

info.chudleighwild@gmail.com 
 

Dave Talks Spiders 
The latest newsletter from Chudleigh Wild arrived in our inboxes 

last week. It was packed with information about what’s going on 
both locally and more widely to protect our environment and en-
courage wildlife. There is an invitation to be a parish Wildlife 
Warden; reports on apple pressing and recent bat evenings; and 
much more. If you are not already on the distribution list, do drop 
Sue Smallshire a line at the above email address. 

Here in the CP office, we were fascinated by Chairman, 
Dave Smallshire’s article on spides, so we’ve pinched it and    
reproduced it below: 
  

I’m really not very fond of spiders. I’m not alone in this, of course, 
but as a naturalist I can appreciate their place in the web of life and 
marvel at their abilities to spin intricate webs. I love those nearly 
calm autumn days when the air seems full of gossamer threads and 
dispersing spiderlings that drift down to tickle our faces. Such was 
the case for the Chudfest day in September, when the wildlife 
exhibits on our stand were joined by lots of ‘money spiders’. I’m 
fine with spiders when they’re that size – it’s the bigger ones that 
make my spine shiver. There’s good sense in humans being     
inherently wary of potentially lethal animals (think poisonous 
snakes, big cats), but other phobias are less rational: moths, birds, 
crane-flies, slugs, worms…I once met someone who couldn’t bear 
to be near a dragonfly! 

I once held a (tame) tarantula and I’ve even ‘fished’ wild 
ones out of burrows in Costa Rica (okay, with a long stick and a 
pounding heart), and occasionally I’ve been tempted to get up 
close to one with a camera. Such was the case in August, when 
Wasp Spiders appeared for the first time in long grass in the    
Oldway Batfields Reserve. 
These striking spiders from 
southern Europe first        
appeared in the south of   
England a century ago and 
have spread during the last 50 
years as far north as the    
Midlands. They reached south 
Devon over 30 years ago, but 
I’d never seen one in      
Chudleigh until this year. 

Female Wasp Spiders 
are large and colourful, as the     
accompanying photo shows 
(males are small and brown). 
They build orb webs low Photo: Dave Smallshire 

mailto:info.chudleighwild@gmail.com
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down among grasses and specialise in trapping any grasshoppers 
and bush-crickets that hop into them. One area of the Batfields has 
hundreds of these ‘hoppers’, including Long-winged Coneheads, 
which also colonised south Devon around the same time as Wasp 
Spider. The webs have a distinctive pale zigzag of thick silk down 
the lower section, the purpose of which is unclear, and after    
mating a prominent silk egg-sac appears in the web. For such a 
large, impressive spider, they can be surprisingly difficult to see as 
you walk through long grass. My daughter and I managed to find 
just four Wasp Spiders, but I bet there are others there, and      
elsewhere in the Parish. How about checking tall grassy areas next 
summer? 

Talking of ‘hoppers’, 
old age (and maybe loud   
concerts) have reduced my 
ability to hear high-pitched 
noises, such as some bush-
crickets. However, bat       
detectors can pick up these, as 
well as small mammals and 
even some moth species that 
emit ultrasonic calls to      
confuse bats that might try and 
capture them. I recall hearing 
the large Great Green Bush-
cricket stridulating loudly 
from the scrubby embankment 
as I drove along the A38 past 
Chudleigh in the 1980s, but 
I’ve not been able to hear 
them in recent years unless I’m within a metre or two. So it was 
intriguing that bat detectors we’ve put out in recent weeks have 
recorded lots of bush-crickets, including Great Green, in the    
Kerswell area and possibly Sickle-bearing Bush-cricket in two 
town gardens. The latter is a newcomer, recorded from only a few 
sites in southern England, but it has yet to be confirmed in Devon. 

Dave Smallshire 

 

Woods Hedgehog Art competition and 
hedgehog house presentation 

As part of their Helping Hedgehogs initiative, local estate agent, 

Woods [see page 8], has presented a hedgehog home to Chudleigh 
C.E. Community Primary School.  

Sales Director, Simon Rodwell, presented the new home, 
built by local resident, Jonathan Valentine, to the school and is 
photographed below with the winners of the recent Woods  
Hedgehog Art Competition on the day it was delivered. 

“Chudleigh School has created an Environmental Area 
which is very popular with the children, so we were pleased to 
assist with this additional hedgehog home,” commented Simon, 
who went on to express “how impressed he had been with the 
quality of the hedgehog art produced for the competition.” 

Launched earlier this year, the Woods ‘Hedgehog Seal of 
Approval’ is being awarded to hedgehog-friendly properties    
marketed through our Chudleigh and Bovey Tracey offices.   
Properties marketed through the agents where ‘hedgehog        
highways’ have been provided or where the sellers are aware of, 
and have taken measures to help our prickly friends, will have the 
Woods ‘Hedgehog Seal of Approval’ logo on their property    
details. 

Further information is available here.  

Photo: Dave Smallshire 

Last Minute Reminder 

https://www.woodshomes.co.uk/blog
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Monday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: November issue due 
out. 
Carnival: AGM, Town Hall, 7.30pm, details 

page 13. 
Tuesday 16th 

Renew @ The Square: 10 am to 12noon, 
details September’s CP. 

Wednesday 17th 

Town Council: Planning Committee     
meeting, Town Hall and Zoom, 7pm, details 
page 3. 

Thursday 18th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Saturday 20th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Cancer Lifeline South West: Festive     

Fundraiser, School Hall, 11am, details page 
4. 
Con Club: Open Day and Members’ Night, 
details page 6. 

Sunday 21st 

NADSA: Concert with Arcadia String  
Quartet, Courtney Centre, 3pm, details 
page 7. 

Tuesday 23rd 
Renew @ The Square: 10 am to 12noon, 

details September’s CP. 
Thursday 25th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

Dandelion/Temple Spa: Christmas      
Shopping Special, Dandelion, 5.30pm,  

details page 8. 
Saturday 27th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Chudfest: Variety Concert, School Hall, 

6.30pm for 7pm, details page 5. 
Tuesday 30th 

Renew @ The Square: 10 am to 12noon, 
details September’s CP. 

Wednesday 1st 
Town Council: Town Hall and Finance  
Committee meeting, Town Hall and Zoom, 

7pm, details page 3. 
Thursday 2nd 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Chudfest: Christmas Fayre and Late Night 

Shopping, town centre, 5pm onward, details 
page 5. 

Friday 3rd 
History Group: What did Brunel ever do for 
Dawlish? with David Force, Woodway 

Room, 7.30pm, details page 4. 
Con Club: Open mic evening, 8pm for 
8.30pm, details page 6. 

Saturday 4th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Sunday 5th 

Con Club: Cabaret Sauvignon, 7.30pm, 
details page 6. 

Monday 6th 
TCVS: Diversity and Inclusion Practice   

Seminar, details page 9. 
Town Council: Full meeting, Town Hall and 
Zoom, 7pm, details page 3. 

Tuesday 7th 
Renew @ The Square: 10 am to 12noon, 

details in September’s CP. 
New Century Singers: Christmas Concert, 
P.P.T. Parish Church, Bovey Tracey, details 
page 7. 

 

Thursday 9th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Dandelion/Temple Spa: Christmas      
Shopping Special, Dandelion, 5.30pm,  

details page 8.  
Friday 10th 

Con Club: Bingo Night, 8pm for 8.30pm, 
details page 6. 

Saturday 11th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Con Club: Jai’s Xmas Tour, 9pm, details 
page 6. 

Sunday 12th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy date for      
December issue, details page 2. 

Wednesday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: December issue due 
out. 

Town Council: Planning Committee     
meeting, Town Hall and Zoom, 7pm, details 
page 3. 
 

What’s On In Chudleigh 

DECEMBER 

NOVEMBER 

Copy date Sunday 12th December for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 
854611 or email us to book your space: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk.  
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for reasons of space. Views         
expressed in Chudleigh Phoenix are not necessarily those of the editor. 

Just a thought to finish with... 

https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/September-2021.pdf
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/September-2021.pdf
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/September-2021.pdf
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/September-2021.pdf
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk

