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Following Boris’s Announcement... 

The Chudfest Committee, meeting tonight   

shortly after the latest announcement from Boris 
Johnston about a four week delay in removing 
the last COVID restrictions, have had to make 
the decision to reduce even further the events 
planned for this July.  

To that end we have taken the sad      
decision to cancel the Ceilidh, Tea Dance, Disco 
and the Fete. Even though the Fete is held     
outdoors in the Play Park, we would not be able 
to guarantee the required social distancing in a 
fairly confined area. We have however decided 
we will still try and run the Fete in September  
and we will be contacting all the stall holders and 
performers to hopefully rebook them for this 
date. We will be contacting ticket holders of the 
cancelled events in due course to organise     
refunds. 

However, we will still be able to run our 
Open Gardens, CADS Dinner Play, Chudfest 
Quiz, which will now take place in the Club, 
and Live At The Chudleigh Apollo. These will 
all have to be run with a reduced audience and 
because of the very successful early sales of  
tickets, all events are sold out and we will be 
closing our Box Office. Open Garden tickets can 

still be purchased from Gills and Dandelion and 
on the day from individual Gardens 

We have not taken these decisions lightly 
but we feel we have no other options. 

Hopefully, we will have our Fete in early 
September and we very much hope we will be 
back to normal in 2022. 

Douglas Neely 
Chairman, Chudfest 

 
Not such good news, COVID restrictions are to 

remain in place!  
Unfortunately this will mean we will no 

longer be able to hold any events planned prior to 
19th July 2021. This includes the 6 mile race and 
street party.  

We are upset by this as we have all put a 
lot of hard work into the organisation of all the 
events planned and really wanted to give the 
town a great week; however rules are rules and 
we must follow them.  

Let’s look forward to planning a great 
carnival for 2022. 

Tracy Callow 
 Chairperson 

Chudleigh Carnival Committee  

 

A huge thank you 
to our sponsors:       

Amity Veterinary 
Care;  

Webselect;  

 Woods Homes 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Date Event 

Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th June OPEN GARDENS 

Saturday 3rd July CADS MURDER MYSTERY 

Tuesday 6th July QUIZ NIGHT 

Friday 9th July LIVE AT THE CHUDLEIGH APOLLO 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk


 

 

From the Editor  

We’re well into June, so I’m 

sure the swifts have returned 
to the centre of town,        
although I’ve not spotted one 
yet. But I do know we have 
dozens of jackdaws at the 
moment—or should I say a 
clattering? They are beautiful 
birds, and full of energy, but 
this townie has to admit to 
harbouring thoughts of Alfred 
Hitchcock, listening to their 
cries as they wheel around 
the house! 

There’s not a lot of  
space for my musing this 
month, as we’re packed full of 
information about what’s 
happening in town over the 
next four weeks. 

As promised last 
month, this edition brings full 
details of the summer      
spectacular which should be 
Chudfest and Carnival week.  

Unfortunately, due to 
last night’s announcement, 
the Chudfest programme is 
drastically reduced and there 
will be no Carnival events 
this year at all. And no matter 
how much we understand the 
reasoning behind the        
decision, it’s tough for the 
organisers after all their hard 
work. Let’s support them as 
much as we can. 

Enjoy your month! 
Kate 
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Copy date Monday 12th June for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or email 
us to book your space: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk.  

 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. Views         
expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor. 

Eighth-page adverts 
remain free. 

Larger adverts by 
agreement 

 

 

A quiet village in Devon... 

 

...or a hotbed of hate and 
murder? 

 

Coming later this year 

 

The first in the series of 
Coombesford Chronicles 

by local author 

Elizabeth Ducie 

 

 

Want to get your hands on a 
a pre-publication copy for 

free? Sign up for my 
Launch Team today 

 

Sign up here  

Bidding Farewell To Jill 

Due to COVID restrictions, not many of us 

has made it into Chudleigh Library recently, 
so it was only when I popped in last week, I 
learnt the sad news ( for us but not her) that  
Jill Hughes was retiring on Saturday 5th 
June.  

Jill has worked in Chudleigh for nine 
years and during that time has helped  
countless children with their reading choices 
when doing Book Track or the annual   
Summer Reading Challenge.  

She was instrumental in setting up 
the Friends Of Chudleigh Library, when it 
was looking like Chudleigh Library might 
close and she and I worked well together 
when I was Chairman of the Group; we 
organised many successful events. 

Jill is going to be leaving the area as 
she is moving to Suffolk to be close to   
family and we wish her well in her new life 
and are sure she will enjoy her retirement. 

Although we learnt only recently 
about her departure, a group of us managed 
to catch her on her last day and present her 
with a card and present. 

Douglas Neely 
Former Chairman  

Friends Of Chudleigh Library 

Jill Hughes (third from the left) receives her farewell 
card and gift from members of the Friends of     

Chudleigh  Library 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:elizabeth@elizabethducie.co.uk?subject=Murder%20at%20Mountjoy%20Manor:%20Launch%20Team%20Sign%20Up
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Chudleigh Notices 

Town Hall News 
Future Council Meetings 

Councillors last met face to face in March 
2020. Thereafter, the Government passed 
temporary legislation that allowed councils to 
meet remotely by means of platforms like 
Zoom. That has worked well for us over the 
last year but that legislation expired on 7th 
May and the Government has refused to   
renew it. So that means a return to face to face meetings. 

That presents us with a few difficulties. Even our largest 
room, The Large Hall, can only contain 18 to 20 people if we are 
to maintain physical distancing of two metres. That’s OK if only a 
few members of the public want to attend. However, in normal 
circumstances, we never know how many people want to attend 
until the meeting starts. That is clearly incompatible with our  
responsibilities to produce a Covid secure environment.  

To take account of this we will be asking members of the 
public to book a place at the meeting in advance. We will also 
be offering people the opportunity to join the meeting remotely. I 
think that will be valuable as I suspect many people will be     
uneasy returning to face to face meetings initially. 

Our first face to face meeting will be a Planning         
Committee on Thursday 1st July. This will be followed by a full 
council meeting on Monday 19th July. 

 

Volunteers Offering Support To Bereaved Relatives At 

Inquests 

Going to an Inquest and being told about the last moments of your 
loved one’s life can be a hard day for anyone to have to go 
through but having someone there to help can make the process 
far less traumatic. 

The Exeter and Greater Devon District Coroners’ Court 
has a Support Service which is run by volunteers from the       
Coroners’ Courts Support Service (CCSS). The CCSS is a charity 
that started in 2003 and their volunteers will be there to listen and 
offer emotional support and practical help to bereaved families, 
witnesses and others attending an Inquest at County Hall in     
Exeter.  

Beverley Radcliffe, Director of the CCSS, said: “Each 
person is affected by bereavement in their own individual way 
and, as a volunteer, you really have to quickly assess what their 
needs are and respond to them.” 

Some people want emotional support and the volunteer 
will be empathic and supportive, while other people want to be 
given information in which case the volunteer will explain the 
process and procedures of attending the Inquest.  

“Before the Inquest starts the volunteer can show people 
the courtroom if the room is available, so they can see the layout, 
where people will sit and what their role will be during the     
hearing. 

“When an Inquest happens, they might have been given 
information and read reports, but actually hearing it can be quite 
distressing. 

“The first time you have to go into a Courtroom can be 
very daunting, let alone if it is something as distressing as an  
Inquest. It is really important that bereaved family members feel 
they have taken part in the proceedings rather than it happening 
around them, as this is their opportunity to find the answers, they 
might need in determining what happened when their loved one 
died.  

“Generally, people are unaware that they may be asked to 
attend an Inquest at a Coroner’s Court if they have witnessed a 

sudden, unexpected or unexplained death of either a family   
member or even a stranger. 

“To have to attend an Inquest is an additional burden to the 
grieving process and the CCSS volunteers are there to help during 
the inquest itself and have supported thousands of bereaved    
families, witnesses and others.” 

As one witness who attended put it: 
“As it was my first experience in a Coroner's Court, it was 

very nice to see a friendly face and someone who explained the 
entire procedure and made me feel very much more comfortable 
and relaxed.  Attending Court is a very frightening experience for 
anyone." 

Volunteers are now being recruited to join the team     
established at The Exeter and Greater Devon District Coroner’s 
Court and anyone interested should apply for an application pack 
by sending an email to info@ccsupport.org.uk Or calling 07534 
149 962  

The charity is dependent on raising money to keep the 
Service going and to expand in further Courts and is always  
grateful for any donations. If you wish to learn more about the 
work of the CCSS or wish to make a donation please visit our 
website.  

Closing date for applications will be 18th June 2021. The 
closing date may close early if numbers of applications are 
reached before this date.  

 

Devon County Council) (Various Roads, Teignbridge) 
Electric Vehicle Recharging Point Parking. Amendment 

Order  

Devon County Council propose to make this under the Road  
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to introduce in: TEIGNBRIDGE 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE RECHARGING POINT AT ANY TIME 
on specified lengths of road at the following locations:  

 
Chudleigh – Lawn Drive  
 
Draft order, plans and statement of reasons may be seen 

online from 10th June.Free computer use (bookable in advance) is 
available during their opening hours at most Devon Libraries. 
Documents are also available to view, by appointment, during 
normal office hours at the address below. To book an appointment 
please contact 0345 155 1004 or use the online form.   

Objections & other comments specifying the proposal & 
the grounds on which they are made must be in writing to the 
address below or online to arrive by 15th July 2021. If you make a 
submission be aware that contact details & points contributed may 
be made publicly available in accordance with our legal          
obligations. Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged but 
those received will be considered & may be shared within Devon 
County Council & our partners. Further information on personal 
data can be found online.  

Statement of Reasons: It is proposed to provide on-street 
charging points for electric vehicles at any time. The bays will be 
for 24 hours with no maximum stay and the vehicle must be    
connected to the charging device. The proposal will provide    
recharging bays for those who have access to electric vehicles by 
providing a clean safe alternative to the conventional engine,  
reducing the negative environmental impact and improving air 
quality.   

Specifically, the order if made will preserve or improve 
the amenities of the area through which the roads run. 
 

 

http://www.coronerscourtssupportservice.org.uk
http://www.coronerscourtssupportservice.org.uk
https://devon.cc/tro
https://devon.cc/tro
https://devon.cc/tro
https://devon.cc/troprivacy
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Chudleigh Notices 

Millstream Meadow Pump Track: A new wheeled 

sports facility for Chudleigh 

Work has started on the construction of a new pump track at   
Millstream Meadow. It will be situated in the area between the 
existing skate park and the outdoor gym and play park. The build 
time will be around six weeks. 

The Mayor, Martin Tinkler said “I’m really excited about 
this track. It nicely completes the facilities for play, sport and  
recreation at Millstream Meadow, providing facilities for everyone 
from toddlers to adults. While the skate park is very good it is 
really most suitable for small-wheeled sports. The pump track 
gives cyclists a facility that will serve all from beginners to the 
most experienced. For those new or inexperienced in riding, the 
track will provide a safe place where they can improve their    
confidence and increase their riding skills. At the same time the 
track is challenging enough to provide entertainment for          
experienced riders”. 

This £95,000 project will be primarily paid for from     
Section 106 funding that was provided specifically for sports   
infrastructure. The main chunk of those funds emanated from the 
Rivendell development. The final chunk of funding has been   
provided by British Cycling following a successful application for 
£16,000 to the Places To Ride programme. 
Delivered through a unique partnership 
between British Cycling, the Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
(DCMS) and Sport England, the Places to 
Ride programme has made £15 million 
available to ensure a lasting legacy in 
England from the 2019 UCI Road World Championships.  

Forte Trailscapes, has been chosen as the contractor to 
build the pump track. Owner Kye Forte said: “Using our many 
years of experience, the track has been designed to make the most 
of the space adjacent to the play park & concrete skatepark,     
catering to all abilities, while challenging experienced riders & 
being safe for beginners. Our aim is to produce an interesting track 
with a variety of options & riding directions. The pump track will 
be surfaced with a specialist SMA Asphalt (Tarmac) ensuring it is 
usable for Bikes, Boards & scooters. The sides of the jumps will 
be surfaced with Agri-flex rubber crumb & the backs of the 
banked corners will be laid with Lawn Turf.” 

Doorstep Church 
On Sunday 11th July at 10am, we will be 

celebrating ‘Sea Sunday’. As before we most likely 
will need to be on our own doorsteps, or in       
permitted groups. As we remember all who go to 
sea we can pray, amongst others, for the Royal 
Navy, the  Merchant Navy, fishing fleets, the RNLI 
and the Mission to Seafarers. 

A suggested hymn would be ‘Eternal Father 
strong to save, whose arm doth bind the restless 
wave...’ Words etc are online if needed. If you are singing, please 
ensure you are standing on your own doorstep or in your garden 

with any permitted group. 
We are reliant on so many who work at sea so 
this is an opportunity to show our               
appreciation. There is more about Sea Sunday 
on the ‘Mission to Seafarers’ website. 

 
God bless you all 

Rev’d Terry Brighton, Free Church of England 
 
 

Bags of Hope / Cancer Lifeline South West 
Our Bags of Hope stall is back     

outside Chudleigh Town Hall every 
other Saturday from 9am until 1pm.  
We are selling handmade masks at £5 
each or 3 for £10. Plus handmade bags 
and other items. Chudleigh Post Office 
is also selling our masks if you can't 
get to see us. Please ask at the counter 
if interested. For every mask sold, £4 
will go to Bags of Hope to help us to 
feed a child for a month at school or 
provide provisions for a needy family in the community we 
support in Kenya. The other £1 will go to Cancer Lifeline 
South West to help fund therapeutic support for people affected 
by cancer.                                      Anne Jenkins and Donna Cook  

07972 911053 

June 2021 

https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/sea-sunday
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Chudleigh Notices 

VOTE FOR CHUDFRIDGE 

Chudfridge, our Community food redistribution project, is     

excited to have been nominated for Asda's 'Green Token Giving 
scheme'. Normally, the scheme provides customers with green 
tokens when they shop, which they pop in a box for one of three 
projects. The projects receive donations from Asda based on the 
number of  tokens they receive.  

However, this scheme has been temporarily suspended due 
to Covid restrictions and replaced by an online vote. At the end of 
the voting period, the project with the most votes will receive 
£500 while the other two will receive £200 each.  

As of today, Chudfridge  is in the lead with 53% of the 
votes. But the second place project has 42%, so we can’t rest on 
our laurels.  

The vote opened on 1st June and runs for two months. You 
can vote once a week. So we really need you to vote for        
Chudfridge every week using this link. You can do this whether or 
not you shop at Asda yourself.  Asda kindly already sponsors us 
with cleaning materials for the fridge. Let's hope we win, and can 
carry on reducing food waste and helping the environment! 

Mandy Cole.  
Chudfridge Lead for SEARCH 

 

Climate Action 
On Thursday 10th June, anyone driving south on the A38 will 

hopefully have noticed a Climate Action Banner hanging from the 
first Chudleigh Knighton bridge, the B3193.  

Organiser, Mandy Cole explains what it was all about: 
“This was one of a coordinated set of actions in Devon on that day 
to reach out to delegates travelling to the G7 summit in Carbis Bay 
on the weekend of 11th to 13th June. It is hoped that there will be 
twenty or more banners across Devon on all the main routes. The 
G7 is not only about climate change, but is a crucial international 

meeting which will prepare the way for COP26,the Climate    
Summit, in Glasgow in November.”  

Mandy, who had all the appropriate police permissions for 
the event was very pleased with the outcome: “The banner drop 
went really well, I think. For six hours we waved at traffic and got 
many, many positive responses. The police did not check up on us, 
but many passing by flashed their lights and sounded horns. It was 
fun! Thanks very much to the ten or more people who came to 
help. Remember, we were only one of twenty or more banners 
across Devon. There are already pictures on various media I   
gather. Here's to some breakthroughs at G7. Action not more 
promises!” 

 

Chudleigh Bowling Club 
This season has seen the club get off to a reasonable start, all 

things considered. The men’s Mid-Devon League has been      
suspended, but Buckfastleigh BC has instituted a season-long  
series of men’s friendlies to compensate; and the ladies’ league 
matches are being played in the same fashion. There have been 
various individual County competitions in which Chudleigh   
players have been involved, with mixed success, and the   
Wednesday Club Night continues for practice and “roll-ups”.  
Fortunately, the Over 55s Triples league continues as before, and 
friendly matches against other clubs are in the main, taking place. 

 The Club would currently be pleased to welcome more 
ladies to its ranks. Bowls is a sport which would be an attractive 
one for those ladies who appreciate a game of skill,                 
competitiveness and friendly rivalry, as well as fun and            
enjoyment. The Club’s female members, (several of whom are 
Bowls Devon County players), would be delighted to introduce 
ladies to this sociable game. It should also be pointed out that 
many long-term friendships are initiated in bowling clubs. There is 
plenty of opportunity to enter competitions, both Club and    
County, in addition to the mixed, and ladies’ friendlies, some of 
which are played evenings, in addition to nearly every weekend. 
Wednesday nights are ideal times to come and introduce yourself, 
but if more convenient, phone ladies’ secretary Pat, on 01626 
367368, or 07890 240901, for more information when she can 
arrange for someone to see you by appointment. The Club also has 
two Bowls England qualified coaches to help newcomers, and a 
comprehensive list of the season’s fixtures to enjoy. 

Graham Smith,  
01626 367368  
07890 804490     

pg12roseland@gmail.com 
 
 
 

http://www.asda.com/green-tokens
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Chudleigh, Teignbridge and Devon Notices 

Chudleigh Swimming Pool 
 

24 hour swim! 

Saturday 26th June  

starting at 10.30am 

Book an hour’s slot  

 

£5 registration fee per lane, up to four 

swimmers in each lane. 

Let’s raise as much money as we can for 

our fabulous pool 

Email either Sue,  or Mady,  to book a 

slot and get a sponsor form 

 

TDC Updates 
Teignbridge District Council issued four 

update bulletins in the past month. The 
latest one was issued on Friday 11th 
June. It features the opportunity to help 
shape the future of Teignbridge: an eight week online public   
consultation started on Monday 14th June on the site options being 
considered for new home building and for businesses creating 
local employment opportunities. The bulletin also includes an 
update on the local vaccination programme; a reminder on taking 
care when out in the sun; an update on covid support for          
businesses; free training for Teignbridge landlords; and much 
more.  

 

Teignbridge CVS 
There were three update       

bulletins  from TCVS during the 
last month. The latest, issued on 
Monday 7th June, features Small 
Charity Week, which runs from 14th June. It also covers details of 
upcoming online forums and learning sessions, and general news 
items. 

The latest issue of TCVS Funding News is now      
available and can be downloaded from the CP website. 
 

DCC Updates 
Devon County Council issued four update 

bulletins in the past month. The latest,    
issued on Thursday 10th June covers:    
summer is here! South-west hots up for G7 
summit; enjoy Euro 2020 safely; what do 
under 30s need to know about the COVID-19 vaccine?; four new 
work hubs in Devon; and doctors in Devon remind their patients 
“We are here for you” 
 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business 

Growth Hub is available now. Keeping you updated on the latest 
Government and local business support, including help with    
mitigating the impacts of Coronavirus (Covid-19) on your       
business, it can be accessed by clicking here. 

 

Rural Crime Newsletter 
The Spring issue of the Rural Crimes Newsletter is 

available now. It features trends in rural crimes;  
updates on initiatives across the two counties; the 
impact of Covid-19 on rural communities and  
farming; a focus on heritage crime; and warnings 
about cyber crime. 

 

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator 
Chris Webb 

email     07968508451 

mailto:suebolt77@btintermet.com
mailto:madymud75@gmail.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2e38dc0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2e38dc0
https://preview.mailerlite.com/j2w2h0/1702995184083540618/u7m5/
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/TCVS-FundingNewsJune21.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2e30f14
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-13374971?e=9447d6f21c
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/media/1288964/rural-newsletter-spring-2021.pdf
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
mailto:chrswebb03@googlemail.com
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NHS Devon CCG Newsletter 
The latest newsletter from NHS 

Devon’s Clinical Commissioning 
Group is now available. It covers an 
update on Covid vaccinations in   
Devon; news of funding to tackle the 
waiting lists for routine care; free psychological therapy sessions; 
employment and volunteering opportunities; and more. You can 
download the newsletter by clicking here. 

You, Me & The Counselling World 
You, Me & The Counselling World – The Podcast dedicated to 
supporting student counsellors on the road to qualifying and    
beyond. 

My name is Becky Whittaker, and I am a Chudleigh-based 
counsellor and supervisor. Since I qualified a decade ago, I have 
had a strong passion for working with student counsellors and 
supporting them while they go through their course and all that 
this entails both emotionally and professionally. It is through this 
work that I became aware of the challenges student counsellors 
face along the way, and this is the basis for my brand-new       
podcast: You, Me & The Counselling World.  

I use the platform of the podcast to talk in an open and 
honest way about my experience, helping counsellors to feel more 
confident in their work with clients and training. I plan to leave no 
stone unturned and rather than focussing on the technicality of 
counselling, which is already well documented, I aim to tune in to 
the emotional toll that training, placements, and study can take 
including focussing on how best to manage it while maintaining 
well-being. The perfect podcast for those interested in embarking 
on counselling training, or those that are already on the road to 
qualifying, I want to be alongside you, offering a supportive space 
every step of the way. 

Here’s what one of my listeners has to say:  
  
"Episode 3 discusses the unique opportunity personal ther-

apy offers for student counsellors. Including: finding a good fit; 
seeing it from a client's point of view; getting to know yourself 
better, and the importance of self-care. Becky's passion and     
enthusiasm shines through, as she shares her retrospective jour-
ney. Essential listening for all student counsellors."  

Angela Wilson 

You can listen to the podcast on all major platforms such 
as Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, Amazon and many more. 
Feel free to pop over to Facebook and get involved there too. 

Becky  Whittaker 

Chudleigh Businesses 

Hummingbird Café 
 

We will be hosting a cupcake day on Thursday 17th June 
to raise money for Alzheimers Society, something close to 
all our hearts here at The Hummingbird. Come along and 
buy a cupcake and all proceeds will go to this amazing 
charity  
 

Open 9am to 3pm 

http://devonccg.newsweaver.com/1ra3ysdib0/6od4akgce1j1hbcfj2z2w2?email=true&lang=en&a=6&p=7440360&t=2631251
https://youmeandthecounsellingworld.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.facebook.com/YouMeAndTheCounsellingWorld
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Carole’s Monthly Musing 

A Paean of Praise to Chudleigh 
Whether you were born here, moved to Chudleigh quite recently, 

or, like most of us, have lived here long enough to feel that this is 
our town—we surely can agree that we live in an idyllic spot.  

I know I’m not the only one to have had more time than I 
would ever have chosen over these past months, to think & reflect 
& evaluate my life. I have many blessings to count & one of them 
is being part of the vibrant & dynamic community that we have in 
Chudleigh. 

Those who have lived all their lives here have watched the 
gradual expansion of their small town and all the changes that has 
brought. There are many & various reasons for choosing to live in 
Chudleigh. Many see it as the ideal place to bring up their young 
family and gradually that has meant more of an older generation 
joining them, as grandparents have retired & moved here. Or like 
us, there are those who have ‘down-sized’ when the children have 
left home, & they’ve chosen to move into a smaller, more rural, 
community. While others find it ideal for its easy access to their 
work. 

As you walk (or drive) around our still expanding town, it 
is clear to see signs of how Chudleigh has developed across     
centuries dating back to even before the granting of its charter in 
1309. Many of us regularly walk past the houses at the bottom end 
of Clifford Street that survived the fire that decimated the centre 
of town in 1807, and have noticed the villas & houses built for the 
gentry at the western end of town, as well as some 1960s         
bungalows.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like many small, rural towns & villages, Chudleigh’s  
population increased as building gathered apace across the      
decades after the war. It is obvious how architecture & planning 
have changed to fit in with social needs at a particular time—
looking back to council houses of the early years they were, in 
many instances, more spacious with bigger gardens than their  
occupants had enjoyed before. But, the latest homes being built 
right now match the expectations of the present generation. They 
of course, have double glazing, central heating, multiple         
bathrooms & fully equipped kitchens. Hopefully in the future, 
planning will demand more sustainable homes using ‘green’    
materials & energy sources. Who knows what exciting             

developments are still to come?  
As well as being in an ideal location, surrounded by     

glorious countryside, in our small town we are never far from 
shops, cafes, pubs, school, church, post office, library, vet, doctor 
or dentist. Added to this, if we have to drive to work we are right 
beside the A38. There are dozens of groups to meet the needs & 
wants of all ages—far too many to list here but they cover various 
sports & exercise classes; a wide range of entertainment, hobbies 
& arts; regular social gatherings which include choirs, bingo & 
skittles; there are also lectures & study groups. My goodness we 
are spoiled! But with all the newcomers joining us, perhaps there 
will be even more starting up and new ideas being injected into 
our old groups.  

Part of Chudleigh’s dynamism comes from its historic 
position on a national highway & until the 1970s, when the A38 
bypassed the town, the route from London to Plymouth &      
Cornwall ran straight through the middle of Chudleigh. Imagine 
the smells & sounds, changing from the days of carts & carriages 
drawn by horses, to the advent of the noisy, internal combustion 
engine & its spewing out of poisonous particulates. Summer   
Saturdays in the 1950s & 60s were ruined by the long queues of 
holiday traffic crawling through the middle of town until, in 1973, 
a by-pass was opened which gave the town back to the people and 
they gratefully held a Celebration Week & Carnival—the first 
they had been able to hold for twelve years. (The last one had 
caused tail-backs all the way back to Cullompton.) 

Chudleigh still has good people who give their time, skills 
& energy to organise community events: Chudfest will be back—
without the marquee but with lots of entertainment; likewise, the 
Carnival committee have managed to provide a good programme 
but are disappointed that we will have to forgo the Carnival     
Procession. Perhaps next year, reminiscent of 1973, some good 
people will get together & we will have a celebration week & 
grand carnival procession to bid farewell to Covid 19. I do hope 
you will join in—it’s really good fun. [**] 

 So here we are, almost through the pandemic & at last life 
is a bit closer to normal and we are able to come together again in 
pubs, churches & Town Hall. Hurray!  

Take care & stay safe.  

C.S 
P.S. I think this is my twenty-seventh piece for Chudleigh      
Phoenix. As we are all hoping, & even expecting, a new chapter in 
the amazing saga we are all living through is about to begin, this is 
my swan-song. I’ve enjoyed writing but I can now get back into 
the swing of Chudleigh life again & I’ll be able to talk to my good 
friends & neighbours face to face in our usual haunts. See you 
soon.  [**This piece was written pre-Boris’s announcement. Ed.] 

Huge thanks from the Chudleigh Phoenix team to 
Carole Smart for keeping us company throughout the past 
fifteen months. We have enjoyed her articles very much     
indeed and are really going to miss them. 

Lord Clifford being driven through 
the Square 

Sheep being driven through       
Chudleigh in 1984 
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Hedgehog Care in Chudleigh 
Two simple things to help our population of hedgehogs here in 
Chudleigh: 

1. MAKE A HEDGEHOG HIGHWAY 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. LEAVE A BOWL OF WATER OUT IN THE GARDEN 
(ESPECIALLY IN HOT WEATHER) 

 

 

  
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Steele,  
Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

On A Lighter Note... 

Wild About Chudleigh 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759
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Wild About Chudleigh 

Our ‘Gardening for Wildlife’ project continues to gather        

momentum and volunteers are out, between showers, tidying and 
managing the communal wildflower areas.  

 

 

 

 

  

Rupert is helping in his    
Granny’s garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to hosting ‘Open Gardens’ for 
Chudfest this year. We have a variety of gardens on the           
programme. Many are serving morning coffee, lunches and     
afternoon teas, so you might like to consider timing your visits 
appropriately. The programme/tickets are available from the 
Chudfest Box Office, Dandelion and Gills for £6. Proceeds from 
the sale of tickets and food will go to charities chosen by the   
garden owners.  

The bat group has been out and about with their new bat 
detectors, donated by Devon Mammal Group. Sadly, activity has 
been low due to the awful weather. We will be continuing to   
survey throughout the season. Our annual orchid counts have also 
started at Harcombe Cross.  

Volunteers are 
doing regular litter 
picking. Litter has been 
a real problem lately, 
with plastics, bottles, 
cans and dog poo bags 
left in many areas. We 
must continue to gently 
remind some    resi-
dents to respect our 
open spaces. 

 
 

   

This is just some of the 
litter found in the fields off 

Oldway.  

 

 

The following gardens are taking part in this 
year’s Open Gardens: 

 

1. Woodlands, Milestone Cross 

2. The Church, Heathfieldlake Hill 

3. No. 1 The Square (Sat)  

4. 33 Clifford Street (Times vary) 

5. 17 Millstream Meadow 

6. Biddlecombe House, Ugbrooke (Sun) 

7. Parkway Mill, Parkway Road (Sun) 

8. Cypress House, Station Hill (Sat) 

9. Strangeways, Lawn Drive 

10. 104 Palace Meadow 

11. 8 Twindle Beer (Sat) 

12. The Bat Garden 

 

Unless indicated, gardens are open from 10am 
to 4pm on both days. Full details and            
directions to all the gardens will be found on 
the tickets. 

Please note: the Chudfest Box Office is now 
closed but tickets can be purchased from Gills 
or Dandelion, or from the gardens on the day. 
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Tuesday 15th  
Chudleigh Phoenix: June issue due out. 

Thursday 17th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Hummingbird Café: Charity Cupcake Day, 
9am to 3-m, details page 8. 

Friday 18th 
Bereavement Support at Inquests: Closing 

date for new volunteers, details page 3. 
Saturday 19th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 

Thursday 24th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

Saturday 26th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 

Bags of Hope/Cancer Lifeline: Charity stall 
in Weekly Produce Market, details page 4. 
Chudfest: Open Gardens, details pages 6 
and 12. 
Swimming Pool: 24 hour charity swim, 

10am, details page 7. 
Sunday 27th 

Chudfest: Open Gardens, details pages 6 
and 12. 

Thursday 1st 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

Town Council: Planning Meeting, Town Hall 
and via Zoom, 7pm, BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
details page 3. 

Saturday 3rd 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Chudfest: CADS Murder Mystery, School 
Hall, 7.30pm, details page 6. SOLD OUT. 

Tuesday 6th 
Chudfest: Quiz, Con Club, 7pm for 7.30pm, 

details page 6. SOLD OUT. 
Thursday 8th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

Friday 9th 
Chudfest: Comedy Night, Con Club,  7pm 
for 7.30pm, details page 6. SOLD OUT 

Saturday 10th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Bags of Hope/Cancer Lifeline: Charity stall 
in Weekly Produce Market, details page 4. 

Sunday 11th 
Free Church of England: Sea Sunday,  

details page 4. 

Monday 12th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy date for July 

issue, details page 2. 
Thursday 15th  

Chudleigh Phoenix: July issue due out. 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

TDC Consultation: Closing date for      
comments on development plans for    
Teignbridge, details page 8. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Yesterday’s announcement 
from the Prime Minister about the changes 
to the Road Map, has had significant impact 
for the Chudfest and Carnival Committees in 

particular; and for businesses and         
organisations around town. We have    
attempted to highlight all changes to the 
next month’s arrangements. However, if in 
doubt, do check details carefully, in case we 

have missed anything.  
 
 
 

What’s On In Chudleigh 

JULY 

JUNE 

Local Businesses 


