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Chudfest 2021 

If Boris keeps to his road map out of lockdown 

and with the wind in the right direction, the 
Chudfest committee has decided to keep       
planning for a July date for Chudfest 2021. We 
still have the option of moving to September and 
don’t have to make a final decision until early 
May. 

As revealed in the January edition of 
Chudleigh Phoenix, Chudfest will be a bit     
different this year, with most of our events taking 
place in various venues around town. There will 
be a CADS Murder Mystery (with 3 course meal) 
in the Town Hall.  The Quiz and Tea Dance will 
also be held there. We will be having our    
Chudfest Disco and, for the first time for a while, 
a Ceilidh, in the School Hall and our Comedy 
Evening this year will be in The Club. 

However, our final event every year is the 
Chudfest Fete and we will having this as usual on 
the Play Park on Sunday 11th July. To that end, I 

would like to hear from anyone who would like 
to book a stall. As we will not have a marquee, 
we will have a lot more room for individual 
stalls. If you would like more details, or to book 
a stall, please drop me an email on 
theneelys@hotmail.co.uk.  

Douglas Neely 
Chairman, Chudfest 

 

A huge thank you 
to our distribution 

sponsor,         
Webselect 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140  

or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the Devon  County Council website 
by clicking here.  

Useful websites and telephone numbers 

Reminder 
 

Sunday 21st March 
 

Census Day 
 

Fill in online, or request 
a paper questionnaire 

 
Full details in January’s          

Chudleigh Phoenix 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/January-2021.pdf
mailto:theneelys@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/January-2021.pdf
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From the Editor  

As regular readers will know, we waived 

all our advertising fees for the past year 
to help support local businesses during 
the pandemic.  

We’ve now decided to continue to 
offer the option of a free advert. These 
will be  up to an eighth page in size 
(91mm x 62mm).  

Businesses will also have the   
option of taking a larger advert, but there 
will be a small charge associated with 
that.  

*** 
Last month, our front page featured the 
upcoming local elections, postponed from 
last year and scheduled for 6th May. Next 
month, we will try to bring you details of 
all the candidates in the three elections: 
Town Council; Devon County Council; 
and Police and Crime Commissioner.  

One of the things I’ve noticed from 
discussions on Facebook and elsewhere, 
is the confusion in many people’s minds 
as to the roles and responsibilities of the 
different parts of local government (and 
who wouldn’t be confused when we have 
so many levels.) So this month, we bring 
you an election special, with a summary 
of who does what at Chudleigh Town 
Hall; Forde House; and County Hall. 

And if you are concerned about 
the risks associated with going to a    
polling station to vote on 6th May, you 
still have plenty of time to apply for a 
postal vote. The closing date for         
applications is Tuesday 20th April. 

Have a great month. Until next 
time. 

Kate 
 

March 2021 

Copy date Monday 12th April for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or email 
us to book your space:  

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk.  

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. Views         
expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor. 

Eighth-page adverts 
remain free. 

 
Larger adverts by 

agreement 

Libraries Unlimited has published its 

Roadmap for reintroducing in-person 
library services: 

Step One from 29th March, our 
Choose and Collect service restarts and 
some libraries will offer computer access 
for essential uses. This will need to be 
booked by contacting your local library 
by phone or via email. From this date the 
government messaging moves from ‘Stay 
at Home’ to ‘Stay Local’. We encourage 
you to minimise your travel and use your 
local library at this time. 

Step Two from 12th April, we 
will offer phased library reopening for 
book browsing, computer sessions,    
Mobile Libraries will be back on the road 
offering book browsing for one bubble at 
a time and our outdoor café space at The 
Hayridge will open. Please see our    
website nearer the time for opening 
hours. All our covid-secure working  
practices will remain in place at this time 
and ongoing. 

Step Three from 17th May, the 
rule of 6 will apply meaning that we can 
reopen our café indoor spaces and    
meeting rooms for small groups of 6. 

Step Four from 21st June, based 
on the government’s roadmap we should 
be able to expand our in-person offer, 
start to introduce events and offer     
meeting rooms for bigger groups. 

Our timetable is subject to      
government guidance and potential 
change. We will continue to keep       
customers updated. 

For details on our full range of 
services, click here to visit our news 
page. 

Library Update 

 

Nestling in the shadows of the Haldon Hills, 

just a mile or so from Chudleigh, 

lies the village of Coombesford… 

 

...where life can be murder at times! 

 

Coming this summer: 

 

 
The first in the series of 
Coombesford Chronicles 

by  

local author Elizabeth Ducie 

Click here for more details  

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/news/libraries-unlimited-announces-their-roadmap-for-reintroducing-in-person-library-services/
mailto:elizabeth@elizabethducie.co.uk?subject=More%20Details%20On%20Coombesford%20Chronicles%20Please
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Chudleigh Notices 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force 

We want to emphasise that the Chudleigh Help Line is still very 

active and we continue to provide delivery services for            
Prescriptions and Shopping for the local Community as well as 
any other help which might be required.   

Many of the people we serve are not on the internet, don’t 
do email, and may well not receive Chudleigh Phoenix, Chudleigh 
News or any other local communications, so keeping them aware 
of the help available is extremely frustrating for us.   

In January, we experienced a peak in the virus that is much 
higher than during the first Lock Down and despite the            
vaccination roll-out, the risk of infection remains. However, the 
number of people we are serving through the Help Line has    
decreased. We are concerned some of our older community   
members may be taking greater risks and doing their own      
shopping or generally just going out more.   

We would just like to ask that as you communicate within 
your circles, you help make people aware of the services the Help 
Line provides and encourage the more vulnerable people within 
our community not to take unnecessary risks. 

James Bushell 
 

Town Hall News 
Town Hall Operations 

With the Government’s announcement of a 
route map out of lockdown I thought it might 
be useful to outline how it will impact on the 
operations at the Town Hall. At the moment 
we are closed to all public callers and are only 
contactable by telephone or email. The staff 
are operating a mixture of home working and 
working from the office, but with only one 
person in the office at any one time. The   
police office and the pre-school are open as normal, as they have 
been throughout the pandemic. 

The first significant date on the route map for us is       
29th  March when we should be able to reopen the MUGA and 
skate park as the restrictions on outdoor sporting facilities are 
lifted. 

The next significant date is 12th April. At that time    
community centres can reopen. However, the limitation that there 
must be no household mixing indoors means there will be very 
little change. The only activities that will be able to return are 
children’s dance classes. 

After that we are looking at 17th May when, in theory, all 
our hirers can return. I say in theory because it is not yet clear 
what restrictions there will be on numbers who can mix and what 
physical distancing rules will be in place. I think we will need to 
wait until much closer to the time before we can make any hard 
and fast decisions. 

I think it’s worth adding that all the dates I quoted are “not 
before” dates. There is a very real possibility that these dates will 
be pushed back. 

Upcoming Meetings 

There will be a meeting of the Full Town Council 
by Zoom, on Monday 12th April at 7pm. 

There will be a meeting of the Planning         
Committee by Zoom, on Wednesday 17th March 
at 7pm. 

There will be a meeting of the Town Hall and 
Finance Committee by Zoom, on Wednesday 24th March at 7pm. 

Members of the public wishing to attend these meetings should 
email the Clerk at clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01626 
853140 to be provided with instructions on how to enter the  
meeting. 

 

Classic car trial in Chudleigh on Sunday 11th April 

The Torbay Trial, for classic cars, has been a regular 
visitor to Chudleigh for several years. We have been 
advised that the trial will be returning this year with 
the Government Covid restrictions being set to ease 
from 29th March and the resumption of outdoor 
Motorsport being sanctioned by Motorsport UK. In 
addition to the normal levels of governance they will also be com-
plying with strict Covid Guidance from these governing bodies. 

Classic Reliability Trials are not rallies or races, but a  
reliability test for drivers and their vehicles, some dating back to 
the 1930s, to ‘climb’ observed sections that are usually steep,    
un-surfaced and sometimes too rough for most everyday vehicles. 

The event route will be fully authorised by the             
Motorsports UK (formerly MSA), and has been consulted with the 
County Highways, Teignbridge District Council, Devon &    
Cornwall Police and Dartmoor National Parks Authority.  

Any residents in the local area likely to be specifically 
affected or inconvenienced will be visited before the event so that 
any special circumstances can be taken into account in the final 
arrangements. 

Competitors will be using the public highway within the 
Parish at low speed at approximately 1 to 2 minute intervals    
between 8:45am and 11:30am. They plan to run two short 
“Observed Sections” on private land at Farley Copse and exit 
using the byway near Northwood Farm (known to us as John 
Grants Lane).  

Competitors will be under strict instruction not to exceed 
15 MPH along these narrow access and exit roads. 

Permission has been granted from the landowners and PR 
visits will be carried out to properties in the near vicinity.        
Vehicles will travel towards Chudleigh from the north, along the 
main street and continue towards Chudleigh Knighton before  
joining the A38 southbound. 

All competitors will be aware that they may encounter 
people on foot or horseback while using the narrow roads and will 
be prepared to stop and switch off engines as necessary. 

 

The Countryside Code: a reminder 

As the weather starts to improve, this is probably 
a good time to remind everyone of some of the 
key parts of the countryside code:- 

• Dogs must be kept under control on farm 
land (and anywhere else really). If there is 
livestock around the dog needs to be on a 
lead. 

9am to 4pm Mon to Fri 

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk


 

 

Page 4 

Chudleigh Notices 

• Always leave gates as you find them  (whether that is open 
or closed) unless it is obvious they should be closed.        
Remember that sometimes farmers will leave gates       
between fields open so that their livestock have access to 
drinking water  

• Do not start fires under any circumstances and do not use        
disposable barbecues.  

• Leave no trace of your presence, other than footprints. 
Take all rubbish home with you. 

• Follow the footpath signs and do not stray off onto private 
land 

• Given the current restrictions, you must not camp out on 
private land – or anywhere else. 

Above all, enjoy your access to the countryside whilst  
respecting those that live and work within it. 

 

Easter in Chudleigh 
This past year has been like no  

other in living memory, filled with 
challenges, fears and heartache for 
so many. However, in the midst of 
all the negativity there have been 
glimpses of real hope – the         
resurgence of neighbourliness, the 
discovery of new or renewed      
hobbies, the recognition of the true 
value of family and friends. All 
these are signs of hope.  

As Easter approaches, we 
want to share stories of hope        
together. For Christians, the Easter 
Story is the perfect story of hope – 
the death of Jesus was a dark and 
grief-filled moment, but it wasn’t the end of the story. We        
celebrate his resurrection and remember that hope triumphs.   
Maybe you have a story of hope from your own life? Everyone’s 
will be different, but we would like to collect and display true  
stories to inspire and encourage each other as we transition from 
winter to spring. Your story may be only a few sentences long, but 
if you are willing to share it to help others see signs of hope in our 
community, please message us on our Facebook page. The stories 
will be  anonymised and displayed at The Square Garden from 
29th March to 5th April. Why not stop by over Easter and be   
inspired yourself? 

Our options on community Easter events may be limited 
this year, but we are hopeful that you and your family will have 
fun hunting for our Easter stones on Good Friday (2nd April) and 
Easter Saturday (3rd April). Stones will be painted as in the     
picture and hidden around Chudleigh. If you find one, please take 
it home (it will have been disinfected before being hidden). If 
you’d like to be part of the Easter “eggs-change”!!! on Saturday 
3rd, bring your Easter stone along to The Square between 2pm and 
4pm and swap it for an edible treat! (who wants to eat a stone, 
after all?) This is a free event, open to all. 

 

Doorstep Church 
As a ‘Great Commission Cell’ of the Free C of E we 

have no church building here; the nearest are in   
Exeter and Exmouth. This means we can concentrate 
on building small groups of up to 6 once we are   
allowed to meet again. If there are more than 6 then 
the group divides into 2 smaller groups and can add 
others to each group. 

The regulations from 29th March onward 
look as though it will be possible for such small groups to meet 
outside in public places. We suggest you might like to pray for 
Chudleigh on Good Friday from either your own doorstep or, if 
permitted, from a  vantage point overlooking the town. 

 On Easter Sunday last year we joined Sing Resurrection  
standing on our own doorsteps, proclaiming the Easter responses 
and singing Thine be the Glory. Hopefully this will be possible 
also this year at 10am—leaving time for people to go to church 
services afterwards either physically or by zoom/teams/etc.  Please 
check the guidance and regulations nearer the time. We will post 
the responses, hymn link and any further suggestions on the   
Doorstep Church website. 

As we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus we can          
remember, even if we feel alone and abandoned, God has not  
forgotten or deserted us. We can turn to Him, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in prayer for our world, our country, Chudleigh and 
ourselves. 

God bless you this Easter. 
Rev’d Terry Brighton, Free Church of England 

 

Traidcraft Fairtrade Comes To Chudleigh 
Zoom in to join Margaret Parsons and   

others with Matt from Traidcraft head office 
to hear about producer stories; products from 
the new Spring catalogue;  ideas, and facts 
about Fairtrade on Wednesday 24th March at 
6.30pm for 6.45pm, for about an hour. If you 
would like to join in or find out more contact 
Margaret  Parsons on 852740 or email    
margaretparsonsuk@gmail.com for the 
Zoom link.  

 

Selling Masks For Charity 
A big thank you to Chudleigh Post office, 

for stocking our cotton masks, which are £5 
each with £4 going towards Bags of Hope 
and £1 to Cancer Lifeline SW. Every mask 
sold will help us to feed a child for a month 
at school or provide provisions for a needy 
family in the community we support in Kenya. Please ask at 
the counter if you would like to purchase one of our masks.  

Anne Jenkins and Donna Cook,  
07972 911053 

March 2021 

https://www.facebook.com/thesquarechudleigh
http://www.chtrch.org.uk/
mailto:margaretparsonsuk@gmail.com
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Chudleigh Notices 

Cancer Lifeline South West 
We were proud and delighted to see one of our 

Trustees, Lisa Lea-Weston, featured by the School 
for Social Entrepreneurs on International Women’s 
Day, Monday 8th March. 

Here’s what they had to say: “Lisa began on our Start Up 
programme a few years ago with an idea. She's now working   
NATIONALLY with a team of associates, published articles and a 
programme in development with a university.  

"I was inspired to start my own business because I had a 
core belief in the change I wanted to see and I knew no one else 
was really doing it. The experience of recovering from breast  
cancer treatment and choosing to leave work in the NHS gave me 
the drive to know that the best way to start was well..to start.  

One day at a time and that is still what I do. That saying 
"yes" to the offers I am made that feel like they will make a     
difference. This is always rooted in relationships that I know are 
going to make a difference to my core passion in my work. I think 
this is a very strong thread and driver in women. I don't have a set 
of small objectives but instead have a sense of it is WHO I will 
meet along the way that makes difference and it is usually       
mutually impactful as well as supporting a shared vision. This 
sometimes takes me somewhere unexpected but if this where the 
work will grow further...then fantastic! " 

 

Chudleigh and District U3A 

Chudleigh and District U3A is still managing to maintain some 

activities during this rather grim period of lockdown—largely by 
courtesy of the magic of Zoom. History, Armchair Travel,     
Cookery, Photography and Languages are among these. Groups 
which rely on real contact between their members rather than  
virtual contact will not be starting again for some time. At least the 
days are getting longer and we can look forward to some warmer 
weather. 

We are, this month, having our first general meeting by 
Zoom (see next item). The various groups which meet via Zoom 
will continue to meet whilst we look forward to being able to get    
together properly for the other groups. Hopefully, by July or    
August members will be able to enjoy the benefits of U3A,    
meeting again old friends and new.  

The date for the payment of the next subscription has been 
delayed until October so that anyone interested in joining before 

then would benefit from a period of free membership. 
Martin Farrant 
01626 854208 

 

First Of Three General Monthly Meetings via Zoom 

Mike Stringer, a U3A member from Maldon in Essex, will give a 

presentation about the Frost Fairs of London on Wednesday 17th 
March. There will be an opportunity for you all to come to the 
meeting any time after 10:15am when you will be able to chat 
among yourselves. 

Vicky  Macnair will say a few words at 10.30am and then Andrew 
Turnbull will introduce the speaker. Current members of U3A will 
have received the Zoom link by email. New members are always 
welcome. To get the link, contact Andrew via email. 

 

Chudleigh Swimming Pool 
 We are now recruiting for the 2021 

summer season. Come and join our  
friendly team of lifeguards and volunteers. 

You will need a current NPLQ 
qualification,but if you are planning on 
getting NPLQ trained in the next few 
months then please still contact us. 

If you are interested in working for 
us e-mail: pool@chudleighpool.org.uk or 
message Sue Bolt on: 07886 128349. 
 

Alex Searches for Accommodation 
“I moved to Devon last year and have been 

living at Amberley Cottage on Ridge Lane. As 
lockdown restrictions ease, I'm looking for a 
property to rent from 30th April onward. I'm 
keen to remain living in Chudleigh, with a  
preference to be based in the countryside 
(though not vital).  

Would anyone have any suggestions or 
know anyone who has a property to let? I'm 35, 
live alone and have a two year old daughter 
who spends a few days a week with me (though doesn't stay over). 
Martin and Louise Bullen, who own Amberley       Cottage, will 
provide any  required reference.” 

Thank you and best wishes, Alex Bell 
Contact me via Facebook 

https://oakpractice.co.uk/talking-heads/
mailto:turnbull7685@gmail.com
mailto:pool@chudleighpool.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/alex.bell.71697
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Teignbridge Notices 

TDC Update 
Teignbridge District Council issued 

four update bulletins in the past month. 
The first, issued on Friday 19th        
February included  a balance of        
optimism with caution; vaccination updates; Teignbridge tree 
planting; and the launch of the ‘Help Us Help You’ lung cancer 
campaign.  

The second, issued on Friday 26th February included 
brighter prospects ahead as UK risk level reduced from 5 to 4; the 
launch of the latest business grant scheme; and a warning about 
the latest NHS scams. 

The third, issued on Friday 5th March included the begin-
ning of a return to normal, as schools go back; research on the 
importance of vaccination; funding awards for covid community 
projects; and a call to take part in Lifestyle Spring Clean Week 
(12th to 21st March).  

The latest bulletin was issued on Friday 12th March. It 
features the new mobile community covid-testing unit in Newton 
Abbot; rejection of the Wolborough planning appeal; methods for 
paying Council Tax bills; implementation of the first stages in the 
relaxation of covid restrictions; the reopening of Shaldon Golf; 
plans for reopening of Leisure Centres; extension of free parking 
for vaccinations; texting service to improve vaccine uptake; cycle 
repair voucher scheme; plans for a health and wellbeing centre in 
Teignmouth; community hardship fund grants; a chance to say 
why voting in the local elections is important to you; a rapid 
charging unit survey; a women’s health and wellbeing survey; 
British Sign Language videos on vaccinations; and the latest   
government guidance on covid. 

 

TDC Business Update 
A bulletin was issued on Friday 26th  

February with an update for local business 
on TDC grants and other support 
measures.  

Teignbridge CVS 
The latest newsletter from 

TCVS was issued on     
Wednesday 10th March, and   
features: March Forums and 
Learning Events; a budget summary from the Chief Officer; the 
launch of a rural revitalisation campaign; digital resources put 
together by Teignbridge CVS; lots of new funding opportunities; 
and FREE Abilitynet training. 

The latest issue of Funding News was released on Monday 
1st March. Packed with funding ideas and opportunities, you can 
download it from the Chudleigh Phoenix website by clicking here. 

 
 

District Councillors’ Report 
The March report from TDC Councillors 

Richard Keeling and Lorraine Evans is 
available now. You can download it from 
the Chudleigh Phoenix website by clicking 
here. 

 
 
  

Vaccination Parking Improvement 

Local residents going to Sherborne House for their Covid-19 

vaccinations will continue to be able to park nearby for free     
following a new agreement reached with the NHS by Teignbridge 
District Council. 

The designated vaccination parking will move from     
Halcyon Road which has been used until now to the Council’s 
Cricketfield Car Park where a dedicated, barrier-controlled free 
parking area will be allocated. 

As part of the improved plans, people in wheelchairs or 
with severe mobility issues will be able to use for free the small 
car park next to Sherborne House in Kingsteignton Road. 

As lockdown restrictions are lifted and more businesses are 
allowed to open, the agreement not only supports the NHS and the 
drive to vaccinate local people but it also supports local businesses 
with shoppers and traders being able to use the Halcyon Road 
short stay carpark. 

The larger long stay Cricketfield car park is only 25 metres 
further from Sherborne House. Its size means that that local     
people will be able to continue to use part of it while space is kept 
for those attending for vaccinations.  The additional parking in 
Kingsteignton Road will significantly shorten the journey for 
those in wheelchairs and those with severe mobility issues. 

The new arrangements will be marshalled by volunteers 
coordinated by The Rotary Club.  

 

Fly-tipping at Recycling Banks 
A message from TDC: Our banks 

are emptied as frequently as we 
are able to, with busy sites     
emptied several times a week. We 
do not have the funding or      
capacity to provide more banks or 
empty them more frequently at 
this time. 

Most recycling can be 
collected as part of our kerbside 
collection service.  

We understand that household waste and recycling has 
increased during the last year, as we have needed to spend time at 
home and shop differently. If you need additional space for     
recycling, extra boxes can be ordered. 

If you are visiting a bank, please tear and fold your      
cardboard before placing it in a bank. If a bank is full, there is 
likely to be another nearby with space, check for less prominent 
sites where there is more likely to be space available.  
  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2c20938
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2c20938
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2c30c5d
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2c61c7c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2c40215
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2c40215
https://preview.mailerlite.com/p1p0q2/1638442795834284328/l3a6/
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/TCVS-FundingNewsMar21pdf.pdf
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/District-Councillors-Report-March-2021.pdf
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/District-Councillors-Report-March-2021.pdf
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/whatgoeswhere?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/whatgoeswhere?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/binreplacement?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/cardboardbanks?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/cardboardbanks?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
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Rowcroft Hospice Donations 
In line with COVID guidelines, you can 

drop off your donations at our warehouse 
on Brunel Road, if you are making an 
essential trip to the recycling centre in 
Newton Abbot.  

Please note: we will be operating 
this service at designated days/times 
only during the lockdown, so don’t forget to regularly check 
for updates. We also kindly ask not to leave any bags outside 
our shops as they will get spoilt in the rain. Thank you for your 
continued support. If you’re unsure on what you can and can’t 
donate to our shops, here is our handy guide: 

 

DCC Updates 
Devon County Council issued six general 

update bulletins in the past month. The 
first, on Friday 19th February, covers: 
more cash for Devon's most vulnerable; 
Devon's COVID-19 cases highest among 20 to 39 year olds; new 
testing and vaccination centre map; mobile testing units to be on 
the road soon; NHS vaccination   programme enters a new phase; 
community testing in Barnstaple; thousands added to Devon’s list 
of clinically vulnerable; beware of COVID-19 vaccination scams; 

and coronavirus home testing kits now easier to order. 
The second, issued on Tuesday 23rd February, is devoted 

to the government’s Covid-19 Roadmap for lifting  restrictions. 
The third, issued on Friday 26th February, covers:        

prevention measures still vital in Devon; more community testing 
rolls out across the county; plans to ease lockdown met with    
cautious welcome; what we can and can't do from Monday 8th 
March; local support available for clinically extremely vulnerable 
residents; care home residents to be allowed one regular visitor; 
Devon's schools prepare for return to face-to-face education; and 
support the vaccine roll out via your social media. 

The fourth, issued on Thursday 4th March, is a back to 
school special. 

The fifth, issued on Friday 5th March, covers: testing our 
way out of the COVID-19 pandemic; first step of lockdown easing 
starts on Monday; everything you need to know for school next 
week; Devon's public health chief encourages pupils to take part in 
COVID-19 testing; government budget includes support for    
businesses and workers; life-saving ‘early warning system’ device 
offered to eligible patients with coronavirus in Devon; and      
inspiration from vaccination—the Devon nurse reassuring his  
patients in verse. 

The latest, issued on Friday 12th March, covers: care home 
outbreaks are a reminder of how infectious this virus is; parents 
asked to do all they can to help prevent the spread of coronavirus; 
ssymptomatic community testing now available in Newton Abbot; 
NHS in Devon working with local Black, Asian and Minority  

https://rowcrofthospice.org.uk/get-involved/shops/
https://rowcrofthospice.org.uk/get-involved/shops/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2c26dc7
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2c2fa06
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2c3c815
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2c3974a
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2c513c7
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2c5ae78


 

 

Page 8 

March 2021 

Ethnic communities to increase vaccine take-up; free online event 
to support Devon's hospitality and tourism sector; young people 
warned about ‘fake jobs’ on social media; and plans to reintroduce 
in-person library services. 

 

Devon Climate Emergency  
The latest newsletter from DCE was issued on 

Friday 5th March and focuses on positive     
climate news, including: plans for a low-energy 
heating network powered by waste; a new tool 
to calculate the impact of a community on the 
environment; and an update from the net-zero 
carbon task force. You can keep in touch with 
the activities of DCE via their Facebook page. Or check out the 
DCE website to sign up for the newsletter. 

 

Food Poverty and Support for Families over 
Easter 

The DCC holiday food voucher scheme is 

a way of providing funds to ensure families 
of children who are eligible for free school 
meals during term time are able to purchase 
food over the holidays; to replace the meals a child would have 
received during a school day. 

Devon’s level of food insecurity has risen over the past 12 
months, with rates of over 20% in Mid Devon, North Devon, and 
Teignbridge. The scheme will mean almost 16,000 food vouchers 
will be distributed to those families in need and that qualify. 

The offer over the Easter period will be similar to that  
provided at Christmas and through the recent half term week. The 
main form of support will be through vouchers (£15 per week per 
child) which can be redeemed at a range of supermarkets. For 
families not able to access a supermarket (online or in person) a 
food parcel will be available. 

You can find more information on the scheme by clicking 
here. 

The voucher scheme will continue to work alongside   
District Council COVID Hardship Funds, enabling a package of 
support (e.g. power, travel, advice services) to be awarded to   
applicants in tandem with food. 

Additional funds remain available via the Early Help   
system so that families in need can be provided with other support 
alongside food. 

The COVID Winter Grant scheme run by Citizens Advice 
is also continuing, providing households with a grant to help   
towards energy costs. This helps clients who are facing a choice 
between heating and eating; this money is designed to cover the 
‘heating’ element for a short period of time. 

Devon Community Foundation have also been             
commissioned to map organisations providing food across Devon 
and help to build networks of support in each area, ensuing that 
food and associated needs are coordinated. 

 

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES AND FOOD (HAF) Programme 

In November 2020 the Government announced a significant    
expansion of its tried and tested Holiday Activities and Food 
(HAF) programme. In areas of high deprivation this programme 
has provided healthy food and enriching activities during the  
summer holidays to children who receive benefits-related free 
school meals (FSM). It offered valuable support to families on 

lower incomes, giving them the opportunity to access rewarding 
activities alongside healthy meals over the school    holidays. 

For 2021 the programme has been expanded to reach all 
Local Authority areas and will cover the Easter, Summer and 
Christmas holiday period.  As a result, Devon County Council has 
recently been allocated a substantial grant of up to £1,793,720 to 
develop, co-ordinate and deliver the programme which will offer: 

 

• An activity and food programme for children aged 5 -16 
years who are eligible for Free School Meals; with the aim 
of making it a universal offer where possible. 

• The programme will offer inclusive and accessible       
provision (for example, SEND, young carers, etc). 

• The offer will consist of at least 4 hours, for 4 days a week, 
per child for 4 weeks in the summer, and for one week in 
Easter and Christmas holidays. 

 
Devon County Council is keen to work with a wide range 

of partners to maximise resources and opportunities in the       
development of a county-wide HAF programme. We aim to do 
this by publicising what’s already on offer, upscaling provision 
where needed and offering support to develop new provision 
where gaps have been identified. 

The Easter programme will focus on eleven areas of    
Devon, including Newton Abbot and Teignmouth, which is            
approximately 3,000 children. The intention is to roll it out over 
the whole county for all 16,000 children who wish to attend over 
the Summer holidays and Christmas period. 

You can read more about this programme by clicking here. 
 

Waste Strategy Consultation 
The Draft Resource and Waste Strategy for 

Devon and Torbay has been published for 
public consultation. The consultation period 
runs from Wednesday 3rd March to  
Wednesday 14th April, and the responses 
will help shape how Local Authority        
Collected Waste is managed in Devon up to 2030. 

 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business 

Growth Hub is available now. Including information on financial 
support for businesses and Brexit transition requirements, it can be 
accessed by clicking here. 

 

NHS Update 
The latest update newsletter from the 

Torbay and South Devon NHS          
Foundation Trust is now available. Cover-
ing all aspects relating to covid, including 
hospital support; vaccinations; dispelling 
myths about vaccines; avoiding scams and 
much more; it can be downloaded from the Chudleigh Phoenix 
website by clicking here. 

Devon Notices 

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

https://www.devonnewscentre.info/carbon-reducing-multi-million-pound-heating-network-backed/
https://impact-tool.org.uk/
https://impact-tool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/DevonClimateEmergency/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR2H-nTV7vcPd9Nq6A932R2vmkt_xGdQLrgnzEKBcIEQTRPfFI9QYNIik9E
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals
https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-nav/information-for-members/briefings-for-members/children-and-schools/food-poverty-and-support-for-families-over-easter/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/draft-resource-and-waste-management-strategy-for-devon-and-torbay/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/draft-resource-and-waste-management-strategy-for-devon-and-torbay/
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-13351223?e=9447d6f21c
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Issue-25-March-2021.pdf
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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Devon and National Notices 

Devon and Cornwall Police 
Commissioner hands 10-year contract to 
Victim Support to ensure victims get the 

support they need 

 Devon and Cornwall’s Police and Crime      
Commissioner, Alison Hernandez, has announced 
a £20m contract for victims’ services which has 
been awarded to Victim Support. 

The innovative 10-year contract, largely funded by the 
Ministry of Justice annual grant for victims, is the largest ever to 
be awarded by a PCC*. 

The contract is worth £1.2m in the first year but Victim 
Support will take on delivery of additional services in future years, 
so the annual budget is anticipated to increase over the term of the 
contract and could be worth up to £20m. 

As the PCC’s strategic delivery partner for victims’      
services, Victim Support will undertake a dual role in              
commissioning services and in overseeing improvements to them. 

The commissioning of victim care services is one of the 
PCC’s largest responsibilities. 

This includes restorative justice services, sexual assault 
referral centres and services for victims of non-reported crime. 

Find out more by clicking here. 
*Not including services commissioned by the Mayor’s 

Office in London.  
 

Unanimous approval for Police Commissioner’s plans 

to boost frontline staff 

 There was unanimous support at February’s Police and Crime 
Panel for proposals that will create another 232 frontline jobs in 
Devon and Cornwall Police in the next financial year. 

Police and Crime Commissioner Alison Hernandez’s plans 
for 2021-22 will enable Devon and Cornwall Police to recruit an 
additional 40 officers in addition to 141 nationally funded posts to 
bolster neighbourhood teams, 22 extra contact centre staff to   
reduce 101 call waiting times and 29 more crime investigators to 
bring more criminals to book. 

It also includes provision for eight staff to assist           
professional standards investigations, will fund a project to      
improve police data and equip a new drone team to help search for 
vulnerable missing people and to gather intelligence. 

The budget, which will mean a £14.92 increase in the   
annual police precept for Devon and Cornwall households for a 
band D property, received unanimous approval at the Devon and 
Cornwall Police and Crime Panel. Find out more by clicking here.  

High-tech cameras will save lives in Devon and    

Cornwall Police custody cells 

Devon and Cornwall Police has become the first force in the world 
to install high-tech cameras in custody cells that monitor a       
detainee’s movement, pulse and breathing. 

The ground-breaking technology called Oxevision has 
been developed by a company called Oxehealth, a spin-off      
company formed from a partnership between Oxford University’s 
Institute of Biomedical Engineering and Oxford University     
Hospitals NHS Trust. 

The cameras allow detainees to be monitored remotely, 
and can alert to potentially risky activity such as self-harm or  
significant health issues allowing for early intervention. 

The system can see ‘micro blushes’ that accompany heart 
beats, which the human eye cannot detect. It counts these micro 

blushes to calculate a pulse rate on a small area of visible skin. 
The system is the latest innovation to be introduced by the 

force in a bid to improve both the mental and physical safety of 
detainees in police custody. 
It follows the introduction of foam footballs, mindful   colouring 
and jigsaw puzzles in some force custody units to help distract 
detainees, many of whom have communication difficulties such 
autism, mental health problems and learning difficulties. Find out 
more by clicking here. 

 

NCVO 
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations 

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice 
and funding news. You can register to receive these 
bulletin by clicking here.  

 

Employer Support 
You can get information on Covid-19 business     

support on the Government website, by clicking here. 
And you can find full details of help and support  
available from HMRC by clicking here. 

On Wednesday 3rd March, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the Rt. Hon Rishi Sunak MP delivered the       
government’s Budget for 2021.  

In his speech, the Chancellor announced extensions to a 
number of current COVID-19 schemes, alongside additional   
support for individuals and businesses, as the UK continues to 
navigate the impact of the pandemic, including extending the 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme until the end of September    
 2021, alongside other measures.  

You can find a summary of some of these measures,    
including details about tax rate changes, by clicking here.        
Information about all Budget 2021 measures announced, can be 
found by clicking here.  

Makes You Think... 

https://www.devonandcornwall-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-blog/multimedia-hub/commissioner-hernandez-hands-10-year-contract-to-victim-support-to-ensure-victims-get-the-support-they-need/
https://www.devonandcornwall-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-blog/multimedia-hub/unanimous-approval-for-police-commissioner%E2%80%99s-plans-to-boost-frontline-staff/
https://www.devonandcornwall-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-blog/multimedia-hub/high-tech-cameras-will-save-lives-in-devon-and-cornwall-police-custody-cells/
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/email-updates
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmrc-webinars-email-alerts-and-videos
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHMRCED/bulletins/2c4fef4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/budget-2021-documents
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The government's roadmap, which has been published in full on 
their website, outlines four steps for easing restrictions. MPs will 
vote on it in late March. 

All the changes will be England-wide with no return to 
regional tiers. The only exception could be localised efforts if a 
new variant of the virus is detected, for example additional testing. 

Although there are dates given for each step, the           
government has warned that they are subject to change as the plan 
will be guided by data rather than dates, so some stages of       
reopening could be delayed. 

Before proceeding to the next step, the government will 
examine the latest data to assess the impact of previous steps. This 
is why there is a minimum of five weeks between each step – four 
weeks to collect and assess data and then a week for people and 
businesses to prepare for the next step. 

The decision to move to the next step will be assessed 
against four tests: 

• The vaccine deployment programme continues             
successfully. 

• Evidence shows vaccines are sufficiently effective in   
reducing hospitalisations and deaths in those vaccinated. 

• Infection rates do not risk a surge in hospitalisations which 
would put unsustainable pressure on the NHS. 

• The government’s assessment of the risks is not            
fundamentally changed by new COVID-19 variants of 
concern. 
 

Step one, part one - Monday 8th March 

• Schools open for everyone: all primary and secondary 
school pupils and college students will return to face-to-
face teaching, with before and after-school clubs          
reopening. 

• Secondary school pupils and college students will receive 
twice-weekly COVID-19 testing and wear masks in class.  

• Higher Education students at English universities on    
practical courses can also return. 

• Outdoor recreation: people can meet one other person 
from outside their household or support bubble for outdoor 
recreation such as a coffee or picnic on a park bench, in 
addition to exercise. (Children count towards this). 

• However, people identified as being 'clinically extremely 
vulnerable' are advised to continue shielding until the end 
of March.  

• Care home visitors: care home residents will be able to 
nominate a named visitor who can see them regularly   
provided they are tested and wear Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE). 

 
Everyone should still stay at home as much as possible.  

 

Step one, part two - Monday 29th March 

• Outdoor gatherings: evidence shows that it is safer for 
people to meet outdoors rather than indoors, so from 29th  
March, when most schools start to break up for the Easter 
holidays, outdoor gatherings (including in private gardens) 
of either up to six people or two households, socially    
distanced, will be allowed. 

 

• Outdoor sports: outdoor sports facilities such as tennis 
and basketball courts, and open-air swimming pools, can    
reopen, and people will be able to take part in formally 
organised outdoor sports. 
 

The ‘stay at home’ order will end on 29th March but many      
restrictions will remain in place. 
 
Travel outside the local area is allowed, but people are encouraged 
not to go too far. 
 
People should continue to work from home where they can and 
minimise the number of journeys they make where possible, 
avoiding travel at the busiest times and routes. 

 

Step two - no earlier than Monday 12 April 

• Non-essential retail: non-essential shops and personal 
care premises such as hairdressers and nail salons can  
reopen. 

• Outdoor hospitality: pubs and restaurants can reopen 
outdoor tables and beer gardens for households and groups 
of up to six people. Customers will have to be seated but 
there will be no need to have a meal with alcohol and no 
curfew. 

• Indoor leisure facilities: gyms and swimming pools will 
reopen, but only for people to use alone or with members 
of their household. 

• Outdoor attractions: places like zoos and theme parks 
will reopen with social distancing rules and limits on    
outdoor mixing. 

• Holidays: self-contained holiday accommodation 
(including campsites), where indoor facilities are not 
shared with others can reopen for individuals and      
household groups only. 

• Public buildings: libraries and community centres can 
reopen with social distancing measures and no indoor  
mixing between households. 

• Life events: up to 15 people can attend weddings,        
receptions and commemorative events such as wakes. 

 

Step three - no earlier than Monday 17 May 

• Outdoor gatherings: most legal restrictions on meeting 
others outdoors will be lifted, although gatherings of over 
30 people will remain illegal. 

• Meeting indoors: the rule of six or two households will 
apply indoors, both in public places and at home. 

• Hugging: the government will update the advice on social 
distancing between friends and family, including hugging. 

Covid-19 Roadmap 2021  
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Covid-19 Roadmap 2021 

But until this point, people should continue to keep their 
distance from anyone not in their household or support 
bubble. 

• Indoor hospitality: pubs and restaurants will reopen their 
indoor areas. They will not have to serve a substantial meal 
with alcoholic drinks, nor will there be a curfew, but    
customers will have to order, eat and drink while seated. 

• Indoor entertainment: venues such as cinemas and    
children’s play areas can reopen. 

• Holidays: the rest of the accommodation sector, including 
hotels, hostels and B&Bs can open. 

• Life events: up to 30 people can attend weddings,        
receptions, funerals, wakes and other life events such as 
bar mitzvahs and christenings. 

• Exercise: indoor adult group sports and exercise classes 
can take place. 

• Businesses reopen: most businesses in all but the highest 
risk sectors will be able to reopen. In all sectors, COVID-
Secure guidance will remain in place and businesses may 
not cater for groups bigger than the legal limits. (30     
outside and rule of six or two households inside) 

• Large organised events: sporting events, concerts,      
theatres and conferences can go ahead with capacity limits. 
 

Step four - no earlier than Monday 21 June 

• Social contact: the government hopes to be in a position to 
remove all legal limits on social contact. 

• Businesses: remaining businesses such as nightclubs can 
reopen. 

• Life events: legal limits on the number of people attending 
life events such as weddings and funerals are lifted. 

• Large events: restrictions on large events and              
performances eased. 

• Holidays: international travel permitted. 
 

For now... 

As we move through each of these phases in the roadmap, we 
must all remember that COVID-19 remains a part of our lives. 
 
For the time being, we are going to have to keep living our lives 
differently to keep ourselves and others safe. 

 

• Carry on with ‘hands, face, space’. 

• Comply with the current lockdown restrictions. 

• Get tested when needed. 

• Get vaccinated when offered. 

Ahead of the local elections on 

Thursday 6th May, we thought 
it might be helpful to shed some 
light on the responsibilities of 
each of the levels of local    
government. 
 

Chudleigh Town Council 

The Town Council has an overall responsibility for the wellbeing 
of the residents and for protecting their quality of life,              
environment and economic well-being. It campaigns on local  
issues and lobbies other agencies to take action to protect the   
interests of the community. 

Other responsibilities consist of maintenance of land 
owned by the Council including public parks, open spaces, hedge 
& grass cutting and litter bin emptying in these areas; the war  
memorial; street furniture; and maintaining the public notice 
boards. 

There are three vacancies out of thirteen seats on 
Chudleigh Town Council. These will be contested on 6th May. 

 

Teignbridge District Council 

TDC has responsibility for planning; recycling and waste; Council 
Tax; housing; benefits and support; businesses; local democracy; 
environmental health and wellbeing; licensing; parking; sports and 
leisure.  

Chudleigh elects two seats on TDC. These seats are 
NOT being contested on 6th May. 

 

Devon County Council 

DCC has responsibility for education, transport, fire and 
public safety, social care, libraries, waste management and trading   
standards. 

Chudleigh elects one seat on DCC. This seat is being 
contested on 6th May. 

 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

The role of a Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) is to be the 
voice of the people in policing, and to hold the Chief Constable to 
account for how he/she discharges their functions. The aim of all 
PCCs is to ensure the delivery of an effective and efficient police 
service within their force area. 

PCCs are responsible for ‘the totality of policing’ but they 
‘must not fetter the operational independence of the police force 
and the Chief Constable who leads it’. The PCC must: 

 

• secure an efficient and effective police force for their area; 

• appoint the Chief Constable, hold them to account for  
running the force, and if necessary dismiss them; 

• set the police and crime objectives for their area through a 
police and crime plan; 

• set the force budget and determine the precept (i.e. the levy 
on the council tax bill that will go toward policing); 

• hold the Chief Constable to account for how the force  
contributes to the national and international policing    
capabilities set out by the Home Secretary; and 

• bring together community safety and criminal justice   
partners (i.e. other organisations and agencies), to make 
sure local priorities are joined up. 

 

Election Special: Who & What? 

6 
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James Tatum Resumes Art Classes 
I am pleased to announce I will be starting my weekend painting 

workshops in Chudleigh in May!   
 
Envisioning your painting: One of the hardest things to 

do in painting is to learn to broadly envision your painting before 
starting to paint.  Looking at a photograph doesn’t work because a 
photograph will always contain far more information than      
painting. This concentration of information is what gives a     
painting its strength.  It is one of the reasons that painting has been 
around for over 50,000 years! 

During this year of lockdowns, I have developed a simple, 
straight forward method of broadly envisioning your painting.  
This can be done quickly (5 minutes or so) so that you can make 
sound decisions about structure, composition, movement, colour, 

etc. before starting the actual painting. 
Below is an example a rapid charcoal drawing (A3) that I 

did in a workshop and the painting (approximately A3 as well) 
that was the result of this process. 

In my forthcoming painting workshops, I will be      
demonstrating this method so that your painting can move along to 
the next level. 

Below are the workshop dates and current availability of 
spaces. 

Please note: The classes are deliberately kept small for 
maximum individual tuition. 

Please let me know if you would like more information 
and/or would like to book a place. 

Thank you and stay safe, James Tatum 
jtatum@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
   

Chudleigh Businesses  

Date Spaces 

May 22 & 23              1 

May 29 & 30              0 

June 26 & 27              5 

July 3 & 4                   6 

July 17 & 18               6 

August 7 & 8              7 

mailto:jtatum@btconnect.com
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Local Businesses 

 
 
 

Vacancy - Market Gardening Assistant (x2) 
 

We are looking for two hard-working and   
dedicated young people to join the Teign 
Greens team as Market Garden Assistants this 
coming summer season. They will join the core 
team of two growers and two residential     
trainees at the farm, being part of all elements 
of the market garden and veg box enterprise. 
The ideal candidate will be comfortable working 
outside on the farm in all weathers, and happy 
with physical work. They will also be keen to 
learn, especially about small-scale sustainable 

farming and market gardening.  

 

 

 

Great opportunity for a young person to join us 
here at the Teign Greens farm this summer. No 
experience growing veg is needed but           
enthusiasm and desire to learn really is!         
Applicants should be aged between 18 - 24 

years and in receipt of Universal Credit.  

 

Details on 

our website 

 

https://www.teigngreens.co.uk/marketgardenassistant?fbclid=IwAR1r0l4m71i2BCDi-pT8wUVhcghCRdgl_PYhr2pGy9BUIVruOTuikpQc1YQ
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Monthly Musings 
Some of the most beautiful sights and colours we can all share are 

in the sky. I just love a full pearly moon in a clear star-dusted sky. 
I am not such an early riser that I catch many sunrises, but there is 
so often a sunset to enjoy in every season, as it spreads its       
magnificent range of ever-changing shades of oranges, reds & 
pinks. To watch as they give way to the translucent pale blues & 
mauves that gradually turn to all enveloping inky black, is a    
constant delight.  

 I haven’t seen a rainbow recently but it is always the more 
precious for its rarity and always gets the children excited. It is no 
surprise that one of our most popular songs was inspired by a  
rainbow and resurfaces at regular intervals.  

Judy Garland’s  Somewhere Over the Rainbow is a      
beautiful song that at first 
hearing is a very simple little 
ditty but somehow lingers & 
has     remained a favourite for 
many for decades. A rainbow 
is of course, a centuries old 
symbol of hope & inclusion 
that has now been taken to 
represent a number of groups 
&          organisations. As it is 
shaped by the sun shining 
through rain it is never seen against a bright blue sky but that is 
the colour that influences me the most. I know there are many like 
me, whose spirits are lifted by sunshine & blue sky following days 
of grey. There are countless shades of blue and just recently I 
heard of one newly discovered by scientists.  

Before Professor Mas Subramanian & his team at Oregon 
State University produced, YlnMn, (pronounced Yin Min) lapis 
lazuli provided the most highly rated blue pigment and became the 
hallmark of Renaissance paintings. It was so expensive some 
painters couldn’t afford it at all while others could only buy 
enough for a top coat of the 
Virgin Mary’s robes. But 
now, the first new blue   
pigment since cobalt blue 
200 years ago, has been 
identified by a research 
group while they were    
developing materials for use 
in electronics. It is evidently 
very stable & an even deeper 
shade of blue than lapis  
lazuli. Something that the two pigments have in common is their 
high cost. Shipping lapis lazuli from Afghanistan to Italy in the 
13th century made it prohibitively expensive for some artists, and 
unfortunately, the costs of production means that YlnMn,        
otherwise known as Mas Blue or Oregon Blue, has a retail price as 
high as, $179.40 for a 1.3oz tube, which is six times more        
expensive than a similar tube of acrylic. Although, while the   
producers were awaiting a commercial licence, Crayola were  
inspired by it to produce a new crayon for us all to use which they 
labelled, Bluetiful.  

 I first heard about YlnMn on the radio shortly after Joe 
Biden’s inauguration where Vice President Kamala Harris wore a 
deep blue outfit in something that was described as close to this 
new and vibrant blue – YlnMn.    

Take care & stay safe.  
C.S.  

PS Not long till we’re gathering together again: haircuts in April, 
eating out in May & party, party in June! 

Positive Poetry 
We are grateful to Marion Thomas for sending us this reminder 

that we don’t have to be perfect all the time, and that it’s important 
to be kind to ourselves... 

The Mountain 

If the mountain seems too big today,  

Then climb a hill instead.  

If the morning brings you sadness, 

 It’s okay to stay in bed. 

 If the day ahead weighs heavy  

And your plans feel like a curse,  

There’s no shame in re-arranging,  

Don’t make yourself feel worse.  

If a shower stings like needles 

 And a bath feels like you’ll drown, 

 If you haven’t washed your hair for days,  

Don’t throw away your crown! 

 A day is not a lifetime, 

 A rest is not defeat.  

And don’t think of it as failure,  

Just a quiet, kind retreat. 

 It’s okay to take a moment  

From an anxious, fractured mind,  

The world will not stop turning  

While you get realigned.  

The mountain will still be there  

When you want to try again, 

 So climb it in your own time …. 

and love yourself ‘til then. 

 
 [The poem was reproduced by kind permission of artist and    
author, Laura Ding-Edwards. Check out her beautiful cards and 
other products on her website: www.rainbirdroots.com] 

On A Lighter Note... 
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On A Lighter Note... 

Are you hedgehog ready ? 
Here’s some great advice from Spiny Normans Hedgehog      

Support rescue centre: 
Hedgehogs are stirring from hibernation and making their 

way to your gardens now; please support them.  
 Have you checked that your hedgehog highways are all 

open, allowing access into your and neighbouring gardens?  
 Have you got your feeding stations cleaned out, topped 

up with a nice clean water bowl all ready for hungry and thirsty 
hedgehogs?  

 It’s important to try and make your garden hedgehog 
friendly: remove netting, football nets, fruit netting; or lift it off 
the ground at the very least so hedgehogs can move freely       
underneath. Netting traps and kills!   

Make sure if you have a pond that you create steps or a 
gentle sloped beach area, or some plants that a hog can climb onto 
and out. Ponds kill.. so make sure yours is safe. 

Cover drains and holes: hedgehogs don’t have any height 
sense and can fall down holes and get trapped. 

 Feeding hedgehogs will really help, and we encourage you 
to make or buy a feeding station. However there are a few rules: 

• avoid feeding mealworms, sunflower hearts and peanuts, 
they are high in phosphorus and this causes metabolic bone 
disease. Like osteoporosis it leads to disability and      
eventual and often slow death.  

• no milk no bread either!  

• sticking to cat or kitten kibble or small dog complete is a 
good option. You can buy hedgehog kibble, but please 
check ingredients as some have the bad stuff in. Avoid! 

• you can feed wet tinned dog /puppy/cat/kitten food. Meaty 
flavours loaf or in jelly, but be sure to put out late, at dusk, 
also bring bowls in early at dawn, flies will be attracted to 
this food and lay eggs that turn into maggots very quickly! 
This is dangerous! Flystrike is a real problem for       
hedgehogs ! Keep things clean !  
    

If you find a sick or injured hedgehog that your worried 
about, place it in a high sided box, with a shallow bowl water, 
cover with an old towel, don’t waste time, pick up the phone to 
your nearest rescue, act fast. (Claire Larkins in Chudleigh 
07852513636) This will help save a life. Don’t leave it till       
tomorrow! Don’t try to DIY hedgehog care; hedgehogs are      
extremely complex and require experienced hands. Many will be 
dehydrated, weak and hypothermic—they need more than you can 
give.  

If your dog isn’t very hog friendly, it’s time to get the lead 
and muzzle out. Please use after dusk. Dogs cause puncture 
wounds or worse which become infected and attract flies, which 
turn into flystrike, a long painful death 

 
 
 

Please help     
protect the   
hedgehogs.  

 
Please help me 

help the       
hedgehogs. 

 
Simple actions 

taken by us can 
save many lives.  

    
Love Amanda & 

the Hedgehogs 
    
 
   

 Chudleigh Amateur Dramatic Society 

 
Not enough drama in your life just 

now? 
You might do well to keep an eye on what  

Chudleigh Amateur Dramatic Society or CADS is 

brewing up. 

We’ve been invited to return to the Chudfest 
stage in July with a follow up to our hilarious 

murder mystery The Great British Bump Off, and 
after Easter we’ll be inviting members to an    

informal read through of the script for Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears, our next panto set to run in 

early 2022. 

 

 

We’ve also got an active Kidz section. 

So whether it’s performing, just reading scripts 
for pleasure or getting involved with all the fun 

both backstage and front of house, (no           
experience necessary), why not find out more by 

emailing our Secretary:  

david.bainger@hotmail.co.uk 

Or keep an eye on our Facebook 

page  

   

Wild About Chudleigh 

mailto:david.bainger@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=chudleigh%20amateur%20dramatic%20society%20-%20cads
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=chudleigh%20amateur%20dramatic%20society%20-%20cads


 

 

Page 16 

March 2021 

Wild About Chudleigh 

The Eagle has NOT landed! 
Astonishing as it may sound, 

Chudleigh recently received its 
first ever visits from an eagle. 
Yes, an eagle! Following       
successful re-introductions in 
Scotland, young White-tailed 
Eagles have been released on the 
Isle of Wight in the last two 
years. These massive birds, 
sometimes referred to a flying 
barn doors, have been fitted with radio transmitters and tracked 
around much of southern    England but, despite their size, have 
been seen only occasionally by birdwatchers. 

Although not seen by anyone, a male released in 2020 and 
known by the catchy name of ‘G461’ flew through Chudleigh  
airspace on 8th February. It arrived into south-east Devon from 
Dorset and at 11:01am was logged at 763m above sea level over 
Exeter Racecourse; it was next located near Prawle Point an hour 
later, much closer to sea level. A direct route would have taken it 
over the Parish at Harcombe, Wadden and Ugbrooke, but at that 
height would probably have been invisible to the human eye. After 
spending nearly a month in the South Hams, it returned on 7th 
March, flying directly over Chudleigh town to roost overnight in a 
wood 7km south-west of Exeter; next morning it flew on into 
Somerset. In October 2020, the same bird had spent a fortnight 
touring south-east England, so it’s certainly become familiar with 
southern England!  

Another White-tailed Eagle, also released in 2020 
(‘G463’), visited the south-west in autumn 2020, flying west 
across mid-Devon and touring Cornwall, before returning to    
Devon via Plymouth. It spent much of 24th October in farmland 
north-east of Kingsteignton and crossed the Exe Estuary early the 
following day, when it just possibly might have clipped the edge 
of Chudleigh Parish, near Ideford Common.  

It would be wonderful have eagles flying over Chudleigh 
one day, but until then there are other raptors to find. Chudleigh is 
a particularly good area for birds of prey, reflecting the variety and 
quality of habitats in the Parish. Some, such as Osprey and Red 
Kite, have been seen passing through, while others, such as the 
often-seen Buzzard and Sparrowhawk, breed here, as do Peregrine 
Falcon and Kestrel, although the latter has been very scarce in 

recent years (rodenticide poisoning is a suspected cause). Among 
the rarer species, the secretive Goshawk is being seen more      
frequently and Hobby, a summer visitor that preys on dragonflies, 
Swifts, House Martins and Swallows, can sometimes been seen 
hunting over the town. 

Dave Smallshire 
davesmalls@btinternet.com 

 
 

Daffs At Millstream Park 
Some of you will remember the ugly 

plastic covered bank that now has 
native daffs, bluebells (a few)      
primroses and snowdrops. These have 
been planted over the last three or four 
years and are multiplying nicely. The 
gentlemen volunteers plated three 
buckets of snowdrops this week! We 
will overcome the rubbish. 

 

Repurposing In Action 
This old bike trailer has been 

repurposed as a carrier and        
dispenser for gardening, for 
wildlife leaflets and free 
seeds. 

It is COVID friendly 
and we will invite people to 
help themselves. In the long 
run we may add insect  
friendly native plants. 

When weather is nice, 
you will find the Chudleigh 
WILD trailer in front of the 
town hall on market days.  

Tess Frost 
rat.frost@gmail.com 

 
 

 


