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Firstly

from the Chudfest committee, I would
like to wish everyone a Happy New Year. Along
with all other event organisers, we were very
disappointed in having to cancel Chudfest in
2020, particularly as it was our 10th Anniversary.
However, all being well, we plan to return in
2021, although in a slightly smaller format.
We are not going to hire a marquee this
year, but will run our events in various venues
around the town.
Chudfest will take place from Saturday
3rd July through to Sunday 11th July. All the
Chudfest favourites will return, including a
Disco, Quiz, Tea Dance and Comedy Evening.
CADS will provide us with another Murder
Mystery Evening and we will be having a
Ceilidh. Our final event before handing over to
Carnival will be our very popular Fete, which
will be held as usual on the Play Park.
All events will have to be ticketed,
including our Quiz where we normally have
150/160 people taking part but this year we will
be limited to about 80.
The Chudleigh Summer Spectacular
brochure, featuring Chudfest and Carnival, will
once again be delivered to every home in
Chudleigh in May. Please look out for it and of
course there will be advertising all around the
town.
Douglas Neely
Chairman, Chudfest

3rd to 18th

July

Useful websites and telephone numbers

A huge thank you
to our distribution
sponsor,
Webselect

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140
or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
Medical Advice
Government Guidelines
Help and Support for businesses
Employees: Statutory Sick Pay
Employees: Short Timeworking
HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559
HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:
03002003822
Helpful information can also be found on the Devon County Council website
by clicking here.
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Chudleigh Library

From the Editor
Most

months, as I start laying out
Chudleigh Phoenix, I struggle to find a
theme for my editorial. But, by the time I
reach the back page, there’s at least one
topic that seems to deserve a focus. And
sure enough, it happened again this month.
Like many people, Michael and I
are taking far more exercise, in the form of
walks, than we ever did pre-you know what.
And Stover Park has become a familiar
haunt of ours. Arriving just after dawn, we
meet and greet, from a distance, the same
dog walkers and runners on every visit. We
have given up trying to count the number of
squirrels as they just won’t keep still long
enough!
But it’s the birds we’ve become
particularly interested in. We know the
three or four places where we are sure to
see the heron. We shared the concern of the
rangers when the male swan spent days
preening and refusing food; we have
become adept at recognising different

species of ducks—although we still don’t
know what the large black one is. We are
amazed at the huge numbers of coots; and
we know the difference between a coot and
a moorhen.
Now all of this will seem beginners’
stuff to many of you. But remember we’re a
pair of townies!
But
now
I’ve
read
Dave
Smallshire’s article on birds in Chudleigh
[page 12], I realise we have a long way to
go. From our house on the edge of Kate
Brook, we see many birds, including
goldfinches and our favourites, long-tailed
tits. But many of them are still ‘little brown
jobbies’ to us; and I have no idea what a
redwing or a fieldfare looks like.
So I’m going to have to do some
studying before 29th January, which is the
start of this year’s Big Garden Birdwatch.
Have a great month. Until next time.
Kate

Copy date Friday 12th February for the next issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or email
us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk. The editor reserves the right to edit copy for
considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

Download now

Just to let you know Chudleigh Library

will be closed until further notice in view
of the current lockdown. I will update on
Facebook with any further news or you
can go to the Devon Libraries Unlimited
webpage.
Take care.
Jill

All advertising fees
have been waived
until March 2021.
What do YOU want
to tell the people of
Chudleigh about your
business?
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Chudleigh Notices
Chudleigh Covid Task Force

9am to 4pm Mon to Fri

Town Hall News
Covid 19: A new national lockdown.
Following
the
Prime
Minister’s
announcement of new restrictions to limit the
spread of Covid 19, the Town Council took a
number of actions to comply with the new
rules. These
1. The Town Hall is closed. None of the
normal hiring activities can take place,
nor face to face enquiries. If you need to contact the staff,
telephone 01626 853140 during the hours of 9am to 3pm
Monday to Friday. You can also use email:
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk.
2. The Multi-use Games Area (MUGA) at Fore Street park is
closed.
3. It is also a requirement to close the skate park and outdoor
gym at Millstream Meadow. Unlike the MUGA, there are
no means to prevent access to these facilities. The council
is relying on the community spirit and good sense of those
who normally use these facilities. Please do not using the
skate park and outdoor gym until the new restrictions are
lifted.
4. The play parks around the town are still open. That said,
children are meant to only play by themselves or with
other members of their household. Physical distancing of
two metres should be maintained. If you visit one of the
play parks and think it is too crowded to achieve physical
distancing then you are advised to come back later.
There will be further announcements as and when the
current restrictions are relaxed but Town Clerk, John Carlton
expects them to remain in place for the next couple of months.

The precept for 2021/22 & other Council charges.
After lengthy discussions Chudleigh Town councillors have taken
the decision to increase the precept for 2021/22 from its current
level of £148,995 to £150,337. A Band D household in Chudleigh
currently pays £2,011.81 in Council tax, of which £87.30 comes
to the Town Council. This increase in precept will mean that the
Band D property contribution to the Town Council will increase
by 3% to £89.92 per annum.
Cllr Martin Tinkler, the Chair of the Town Council and
Mayor, said that “In the current economic climate we do realise
that any increase in Council Tax bills will be unwelcome. Let’s
face it, some of the residents in our town are really struggling
financially. We know that they will face Council Tax increases in
the next financial year due to the decisions made by other
authorities but, having frozen the precept last year, we do need to
increase it by a small amount this year. The Town Council’s
budget is facing financial pressures. The pandemic has meant that
the Town Hall has been largely shut since March 2020. That
means that we are not generating room hire income. Every week

we are shut costs the Town Council £1,000, hence the need for a
precept increase. Due to prudent financial management in
previous years we have a reasonable level of reserves which has
been a saving grace this year but we cannot keep drawing from
our reserves indefinitely ”
Councillors also decided to freeze the costs of room hires
at the Town Hall and keep cemetery charges at their current level.
Cllr. Tinkler explained “The hirers of our rooms are very
important to us. We are very aware that, for many of them, the
activities they run are an important part of their household
income. They have, for the most part, been unable to run classes
since March 2020. They provide close to 25% of the Council’s
income. Most have been with us for many years and we wanted to
repay their loyalty by not increasing their charges. We will be
increasing allotment plot rentals by £1 per plot. This will go some
way towards enabling us to make some improvements at the two
sites”

Census 2021
Did you know that there will be a census this year? You could be
forgiven for being unaware as the events of the last 12 months
have left little room for the Census to gain publicity. A national
census is held every ten years and the date for this year is 21st
March 2021.
What is the census and why does it matter? The census
is a survey that happens every ten years and gives us a picture of
all the people and households in England and Wales.
The census is unique. There’s simply nothing else that
gives so much detail about us and the society we live in. It tells us
what our needs are now, and what they’re likely to be in the
future. It also gives a snapshot of how we live, for future
generations to look back on.
Knowing what your community’s needs are helps
organisations like councils plan and fund public services in your
area and across England and Wales. Information you give informs
where billions of pounds of funding is spent on things like
transport, education and health.
Charities and voluntary organisations often use it as
evidence to get funding. It helps businesses to understand us as
customers and, for example, decide where to open new shops.
Plus, those doing research, like university students and people
looking into their family history, use the information.
Without the census—and without people in your
community telling us about their household and home—it would
be much more difficult to do this. That’s why it’s so important
everyone takes part.
Who runs the census? The census in England and Wales
is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). The ONS is the
UK’s largest independent producer of official statistics. The main
responsibilities are collecting, analysing and sharing statistics
about the UK’s economy and society, as well as organising the
census.
The ONS and the statistics they generate are independent
from government. Although they report to the UK’s Parliament,
their work is protected from political interference. You can read
more about the ONS by clicking here.
What does the census ask? The information we collect
during the census helps us to create an in-depth picture of our
society. It’ll also identify important trends that’ll help
organisations plan services and allocate funding in the future.
To achieve this, the census asks questions on a range of
topics, including information about: individuals, such as their
name, age, sex and marital status; households, such as family
relationships; the homes we live in, such as their location, number

January 2021
Page 4

Chudleigh Notices
of people living there and what facilities they have
It is up to individuals to decide how they would like to
answer each question. For questions such as those about ethnicity,
religion and national identity, we actively encourage people to
complete the questionnaire how they feel best represents them. We
are engaging with community groups to ensure that everyone
knows they are free to identify how they choose, and how to do so.
The ONS only ever publishes anonymous statistics from
the census. They don’t publish anyone’s name. They only ask for
them to help ensure the statistics are accurate, for example, to help
them make sure that each person is only counted once.
Making it easy to take part: Everyone should have the
support they need to take part in the census and they’ve made the
questionnaire as simple as possible to complete. Most people will
be able to do it themselves, but they know there are people who’ll
need a little extra help.
An accessible census: Census 2021 will be “digital first”
meaning it’ll be mainly online. ONS knows there are people
who’ll find this challenging. They’ll offer a wide range of support
services to make sure the census is as accessible and inclusive as
possible. These include:

as devices is the current major problem. They are aware of
connectivity possibilities throughout PS4 / XBOX, but not
everyone has these consoles at home.
If anyone can help, devices can be dropped off to school
via the main entrance between the hours of 10am and 2pm
(observing all required covid safety measures please).
Alternatively, please contact Sam Bennett at Chudleigh
Town Council (01626 853140 / 07880 755005; or via email) to
arrange for the equipment to be safely collected from your door at
a mutually agreed time.

Cancer Lifeline South West

• guidance and support in many languages and formats;
• help in local centres with trained staff and online access;
• a contact centre to give help over the phone, in a webchat,
webform, email and SMS;
• field staff contacting households that have not yet filled in
their form;
• accessible census questionnaires, for example, in Large
Print;
• and the option to request paper questionnaires.
ONS will also automatically issue paper questionnaires in
areas where they’ve identified residents are highly likely to need
them.

Appeal From Chudleigh School

Chudleigh

Primary School has a number of
families where children are unable to access
learning at home due to not having suitable IT
hardware (laptops, tablets, computers). This
includes families where the devices they do have
are in use to support parents working from home,
or secondary school age children taking priority
over what is available at home.
The primary school are asking the community if anyone
can help by donating any devices which people have at home but
don't need (those forgotten tablets in drawers or older laptops
which you didn't get around to disposing of etc). Any donated
devices will be 'refurbished' by the school in order to remove all
data held on the device. (The school isn't able to accept items on
loan from the community as they cannot guarantee or insure them,
but would encourage anyone who has a device they are prepared to
loan, to ask around their neighbours with school age children if
they are in need.)
Any donated devices do need to be in good working order,
with a suitable charger, as the school aren't in a position to repair
equipment, and it will need to have 'connectivity' ability.
School has advised that at present, it is very unlikely that
they will receive any devices through the Government roll-out of
IT equipment, and certainly not before this current lockdown ends.
School is able to assist some families with schemes around data
plans / routers/ SIM cards etc, but procurement of hardware such

Spaces

are still available for our fully-funded creative support
groups for those who are close to someone who has cancer. The
groups will meet weekly for ten sessions. Two groups will be
offered within Devon, at locations to suit attendees. In view of the
current restrictions, an online option is also available. For more
information, contact Amy on 07792217365.

Selling Masks For Charity

Chudleigh Post Office is still kindly stocking our

masks for us at £5 each. Please ask in the post
Office if you would like to purchase one as they
are behind the post office counter. £1 from every
mask sale is donated to Cancer Life Line SW; the
remainder to Bags of Hope.
Anne Jenkins and Donna Cook,
07972 911053
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Supporting the Local NHS

There's a new community group on Facebook called Thank You

Advent @ The Square

A big “well done” to all the families who joined
you gift bags and baskets for NHS & keyworker staff in us last month in our “Advent @ The Square”.
Exeter.
It’s been great walking around Chudleigh and
spotting the Christmas crafts you made hanging
in the windows. We hope that the daily
challenges sparked some thinking and some joy
about the season, even though so much else was
so dark. This year our investment in extra fairy
lights paid off as we were able to light up the
Square Garden with a path to Bethlehem for
Mary & Joseph and the wise men to follow.
Thanks to all those who helped construct the
scene and, learning lessons from the gale force
winds in 2019 that saw our stable nearly blown
away, we took measures to securely anchor it
this time!
For those keen eyed passers-by, you will
have no doubt spotted our Covid-secure twist to
the Bethlehem scene this time, including masks
The following message was posted recently: We've heard back and visors worn by characters, a one-way
from the Nightingale staff. They said it would be lovely to have system through the “Silent Night Inn” and, of
hand cream, face cream, individual shower stuff, shampoo, course, social distancing on the road. These
conditioner & lip balm etc. Especially good as they have to modern additions, we hope, were a way of
shower after every shift and are getting dry skin. Also wine & reflecting our current experience and exploring
chocolate is always nice. You can drop stuff off in my porch at 12 how the story remains relevant to every age and
Celia Crescent EX4 9DR or why not organise a street collection every circumstance. Who doesn’t need hope,
or ask your friends and family then drop off a bag of goodies we love, joy and peace at this time?
Thank you to all who helped prepare and
can make a hamper out of. Thank you. And please invite friends
deliver the seventy-five boxes of craft resources
to join this page.
requested by families in Chudleigh, for those
Here in Chudleigh, Karen Castle has asked the question: Would who set up and cleared away the three different
anyone in Chudleigh be willing to donate to this for the staff at weekend walking trails around Chudleigh and
Exeter Nightingale hospital? I would be happy to collect from for those who changed the scene in the garden
doorsteps and deliver. You can contact Karen via Facebook.
each day. What a team!
Thanks also to those who made a donation: £152.16 was
raised which will be split between HiTS foodbank and CAP
Teignbridge (Christians Against Poverty).
Recycling Plastic Tubs
We hope we were able to bring some light into a dark
A reminder that Devon Contract Waste is collecting as many season with the message of Christian hope wrapped up in the baby
confectionery tubs, ice cream tubs, cracker tubs, milk bottle tops of Bethlehem. May 2021 bring us all light in the darkness, hope to
and takeaway containers as possible this year to raise money for our despair and courage in the face of great challenges.
two charities: Mind and Dartmoor Zoo. You will find a green
Eleanor Moffatt
wheelie bin to collect all the above tubs, located by the new
Minister, Chudleigh Baptist Church
clothing bank next to Chudfridge, at the Town Hall. It will remain
there until Sunday 31st January.
Exeter NHS. Its purpose is to collect donations to make thank

Doorstep Church

We do not know how many joined in with ‘Sing

Nativity’ as part of Doorstep Church at Christmas.
Cold weather and the latest lock-down restrictions
combine to make any suggestion of meeting together
impossible at present. However we can continue to
pray for one another and here we have kept our
candle-bridge alight each evening. A sign of Jesus
‘the light of the world’ and that God is with us however dark the start of 2021 seems. The candle-bridge will stay in
the window until Candlemas (Tuesday 2nd February) the old
ending of Christmas until 200 years ago.
Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent, is on 17th February.
More about that next month.
God bless you all
Rev Terry Brighton, Free Church of England
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Teignbridge and Devon Notices
Teignbridge

TDC Update

District Council issued its
latest bulletin on Friday 8th January.
Topics include: playing your part during
lockdown; Covid hardship fund; guidance
on shielding; improving your fitness; volunteering to help the vaccine roll-out; covid related scams; cold weather health risks and
much more. You can access it by clicking here.

Teignbridge CVS

topics such as: loan sharks; cloned registration numbers; winter
driving on Dartmoor; and a whole host of useful contact numbers,
it can be accessed by clicking here.

Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator
Chris Webb
email 07968508451

DCC Updates

Devon

County Council has issued two
update
bulletins
so far this year. The first, on
The latest newsletter is out
Wednesday
6th
January, covers: new
now. It covers just one item; a
national lockdown; vaccination programme;
request for updated information
top-up grants for businesses; looking after our wellbeing; guidance
on support services being
offered under the current circumstances. You can access it by for the clinically extremely vulnerable; and getting outside safely
during COVID-19. You can access this bulletin by clicking here.
clicking here.
The online learning programme for January to March is The latest, on Thursday 14th covers: think twice before leaving
now available. You can download that as a pdf from the Chudleigh home; vaccine scam warning; COVID-19 Fund launched to help
communities; support for children and young people not in school;
Phoenix website by clicking here.
and have yourself a #BrewMonday. You can access this bulletin
by clicking here.

HITS Food Bank

In response to the pandemic emergency HITS,

Homeless in Teignbridge Support, is changing
the way it operates. People no longer need a
referral to receive a foodpack; they or other organisations can phone directly for help. HITS
aims to deliver foodpacks the same day on all
requests made before 4pm. If subsequent
foodpacks and/or energy top ups are required a referral from
Citizens Advice or similar agency will be required. HITS is happy
to make the introductions to Citizens Advice.
HITS believes, passionately, that its foodbank must be
about much more than applying a 'sticking plaster' with foodpacks
to a problem. Lack of food often indicates more fundamental
problems and HITS wants to help people address these issues.
That is why HITS asks for referrals and works closely with
Citizens Advice and other charities. For example £billions in
benefits goes unclaimed, because people don't know they are entitled to it. HITS seeks to help to raise people out of poverty, restore
their dignity and provide a way out of their situation. Fighting
poverty, not sustaining it…
Here is our latest list of items we are out of: Rice
pudding. Custard. Tinned potatoes. Instant mash. Tinned carrots.

Covid Hardship Fund

A reminder that TDC, in conjunction with

Devon County Council, has launched a
covid hardship fund to provide financial
assistance with basic necessities, household
essentials, essential travel costs, utilities and other discretionary
expenditure as a result of COVID19. Applications are assessed on
an individual basis. If your application is successful, payments will
be arranged on your behalf and are not awarded in cash. The
maximum award is £200. To check if you are eligible and for
details of how to apply, click here.

Business Growth Hub
Consult our website; Email us;
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047

The latest

bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business
Growth Hub is available now. Including information on financial
support for businesses and Brexit transition requirements, it can be
accessed by clicking here.

Learn Devon: Adult Learning and Skills
Devon County Council’s adult learning

programme continues to deliver 100s of free
online courses to adults throughout the
lockdown. Many of the courses are already full
but you can still find some places if you are
looking for help with maths, IT skills, or improving your English.
And if you contact them and tell them what you are interested in,
you will be able to find out in advance when new courses are
announced. You can get all the details by clicking here.

Connecting Devon and Somerset

The latest summary of current and proposed
broadband coverage was issued by CDS on
23rd December 2020. In addition to the
provision of physical infrastructure, CDS
works closely with Building Digital UK
(BDUK) to expand take-up of the
Government's Rural Gigabit Voucher programme. CDS offers support to communities who wish to contract
with telecoms providers to design and shape bespoke broadband
solutions for their areas. In Devon 1,544 vouchers with a value of
£2,867,111 have been issued, and 552 premises have been
Teignbridge Community Watch Hub
connected. You can download the full report from the Chudleigh
The latest newsletter from TCWH—an association of Devon and Phoenix website by clicking here.
Cornwall Community Watch Association, Devon and Cornwall
Police and Neighbourhood Watch—is available now. Covering
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Devon and National Notices

Chudleigh Businesses

Could You Be A Special Constable?

Opening Days/Times

Policing is

a career like no other; help make a
difference in your community!
Being a Special Constable is a challenging
but rewarding voluntary role with no two days
being the same. As a Special Constable you will
work closely with regular police officers to
support local communities. You will have the
same powers and wear the same uniform as a
regular police officer; be given training for the role and gain a
thorough grounding in many aspects of police work before you are
expected to carry out any police duties. Whatever your reason for
joining you will be part of our police family and a valued member
of Devon & Cornwall Police.
Anyone over the age of 18 years old can apply for the role.
There are no formal qualifications required, just commitment and
enthusiasm for the police service and being part of something
exciting in your local community.
We are opening for recruitment from 12th January.
Interested in finding out more? Visit our website by clicking here
to get more details and to sign up to our recruitment awareness
event!

NCVO

The National Council for Voluntary Organisations

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice
and funding news. You can register to receive these
bulletin by clicking here.

You

Employer Support

can get information on Covid-19 business
support on the Government website, by clicking here.
And you can find full details of help and support
available from HMRC by clicking here.

Need Help With Technology?

The government has put in place a trial scheme to

provide more support to schools and school children
during lockdown and home-schooling. The support
includes internet access; increasing data allowance on
mobile phones; and 4G wireless routers. Note: parents, carers

and pupils cannot apply directly. You should contact your
school for help accessing remote education.

A Reminder: How To Wear Your Mask...

During the lockdown, many of the retailers are

temporarily closed. However, those providing
food and other essential services remain open,
albeit with changed opening times and some as
takeaways only. You can find details of these
changes in the Stop Press edition of Chudleigh
Phoenix which came out on Tuesday 5th
January; it can be accessed by clicking here.

Bishop Lacy

Right, here it is. Our new-look trial Takeaway
Menu available Friday & Saturday from 12pm to
2pm.
Black Coffee £2.50

Latte £2.50

Cappuccino £2.50

Mocha £3.00

Hot Chocolate £3.00

Deluxe Hot Chocolate £3.50

Tea £2.00

Baps available are:
Bacon £2.50

Sausage £2.50

Bacon & Egg £3.00

Sausage & Egg £3.00

Sausage & Bacon £3.00

Bacon, Sausage & Egg £3.50

Medium Cod & Chips £8.35

Plain Burger £3.95

Cheese Burger £4.45

Chips £2.95

Cheesy Chips £3.95
Please note, this is a set menu for the time being, while we see
how it goes! To order, simply call us on 01626 854585, or walk in
to our takeaway, but please make sure you have your face
covering on while inside. Maximum of 3 people inside at any one
time. You are unable to place orders online for lunchtime. All
orders are collection only and available between 12pm and 2pm on
Friday & Saturdays for the time being. We look forward to seeing
you soon!

Phoenix Gastro Pub Restaurant
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Local Businesses
Teign Valley Bakery

On A Lighter Note...
Mr Pesto Returns...
It

Have you tried these wonderful cakes and bread yet? Here’s what
one satisfied customer said: I can't recommend Eric's bread and
cakes highly enough! So good that I've stopped making bread and
cakes (spending the time saved - saving the world!)
Catch Eric outside Chudleigh Town Hall on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays between 9am and 1pm.

Amity Veterinary Care

has been a little while since I reviewed any restaurants, for
obvious reasons. 2020 was going so well and in March we spent a
few days at The Scarlett Hotel, Mawgan Porth, Cornwall. If you
want to kick back in a luxurious environment, this is the place for
you. Pool, spa, hot tub, sandy beach as well as great food and
service. As it was their anniversary, we booked a package that
included a sparkling wine tasting. Who knew that one of the best
wines would be Cornish? Hopefully they will survive the current
crisis and reopen in 2021.
Then came cancelled summer holidays, cancelled
Christmas break and until December we didn’t eat out anywhere
(more of that later). Like many others we were left to our own
devices, but luckily, we live in Chudleigh and there was plenty of
choice for food.
All our restaurants and cafés have done a marvellous job of
organising takeaway services and with the Chippy, Rominoss and
Mei Wah as well, all tastes could be catered for.
We only tried a takeaway twice: a Chinese restaurant in
Newton Abbott. The first time, I was happy with their system of
hygiene and distancing, the second time not so much; so we didn’t
try that again.
We mainly fed ourselves from local suppliers. The Co-op
provided early morning staples, but the real stars for us were Gills
and Evergreen, who both organised weekly deliveries: well done
Carl and Pete!
For a variety of reasons, we’ve been pretty much selfisolating since March. But in one of the periods between
lockdowns, we booked lunch in The Phoenix. Tracy and Ian had
worked tirelessly throughout to keep the restaurant viable and we
were very impressed with how customers and staff were distanced.
Unfortunately, just as we had decided we were happy to go back
again… another lockdown.
All very sad. But with the ingenuity and effort of our
community, I can see Chudleigh coming through this in good
shape. So, Happy New Year! And let’s hope I will be back
reviewing local eateries once again before too long.
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On A Lighter Note...
Monthly Musings

Some Thoughts On Home Schooling

through winter. After a pretty awful year I am so looking forward
to life after vaccination.
The end of a very ‘different
Christmas’ saw me huddled up in my
orange duffle coat with a new scarf
around my neck, under the ‘patio
illuminations’ watching wisps of ethereal
clouds float across a full moon and, joy of
joys, roasting the last of the chestnuts on
our new pop-up fire-pit. After the various
disappointments of Christmas, that was an
evening to relish & enjoy.
What gives you a lift & helps you
forget the way we have to live at the
moment? Some things take you by
surprise & make you smile, like another
beautiful sunset, that can appear even in
winter, or amazing cloud formations that
chase across the sky and are unique
every day.
I love robins and I know I’m not
alone in having a friendly robin that
seems to bob up from nowhere when I
appear at the window. I keep running out
of seeds & fat-balls, but I usually have a
bit of stale bread that I can chop finely &
sprinkle on the kitchen window sill. It’s
not long before the robin is joined by the
blue-tits & the usual gang of sparrows
that take such a delight in trying to bully
any bird that reaches the food first. Of
course, it’s the robin who shows them
who’s boss!
We have a fat little robin that has
sat on a shelf for a couple of decades. He
has lost half his tail and a chip off his
beak, but somehow I just can’t part with
him. Probably my favourite Christmas
present was a trio of felted robins which I
have hung on a twig in the hall.
Those three little birds are not the
only robins to regularly give me a smile.
For my birthday, two weeks after
Christmas, this year my grand-daughter
gave me the tiniest ceramic robin brooch.
When she was little she loved to draw
with a fine pen, usually fairies & villages
of tiny houses, and we share a delight in
miniature versions of things even now.
Remember, we’re not out of the woods yet. We’ll still need
to wear our masks & keep our distance for a few months yet.
So take care & stay safe.
C.S.
P.S. The bulbs are bursting through & the days are getting longer.
Hurray!

would have considered home
schooling. Some children, of
course, have been home
schooled before the pandemic,
around 60,000 out of over 6.5
million, in 2018/19. The law
requires all children over 5 to
have an education and to most
people that means school.
Today the situation is very
different and causing major anxieties for both parents and
children. School is the norm, and it gives children many
advantages, not least socialising with other children. But having
taught in many environments over the last 40 years, I’m not sure
schools are always the best place for learning.
For me, there is a difference between schooling and
learning. Most learning for children happens outside school. They
learn to walk, talk, understand the world etc. within the family and
from each other. In Devon, we are blessed with an environment
that provides numerous opportunities for children to learn.
However, this needs time, which parents don’t always have.
Technology is part of the answer. There are many learning
programmes online, from the BBC Bitesize and educational output
to the Khan Academy and many others. These provide learning
opportunities at all levels. For the more advanced there are free,
mini university courses or MOOCs: FutureLearn, Coursera and
EdX.
The Khan Academy was started by Salman Khan in 2008
when he was tutoring his cousins remotely. He found they learned
better and preferred the virtual Salman to the classroom (and to
the live Salman!). In 2018, over 1.5 million users achieved
significant academic results. The Khan Academy covers a range of
subjects including maths and science and is free.
In addition, the use of Zoom, Teams, FaceTime or Skype
allows remote access to relatives (such as grandparents), friends
etc. who can guide children through the curriculum. Start virtual
classrooms.
Of course, lack of access to mobile devices and broadband
are a major issue. Maybe one of the learning objectives for
government is that technology is an essential component if we are
to get through this pandemic in reasonable shape.
There is a wealth of talent and experience around
Chudleigh and the wider world. So, my suggestion to parents is, if
you are concerned with your children’s education, use all the
contacts you have to discuss it with friends and family and put
together a learning programme. I’m sure that for many of you,
your children will thrive.
Michael McCormick
Former teacher and Head of Science

Here we are in 2021. The beginning of the year but over half-way A year ago, very few parents

Home schooling
science lesson
went really well
this week.
Next week,
marketing and
distribution!
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On A Lighter Note...
photos were taken on the following walk (not necessarily in
order!) See how many of these you can spot on your daily walks
Huge thanks to Rachel Parker for allowing us to reproduce this
around the town.
great quiz that she and her family put together recently. All these

Making the Daily Walk More Interesting…

Instructions
Starting at the junction
of Fore Street and
Oldway. Walk along
Fore Street, round past
Co-op to the library
and on up to the Cider
Press. Then go back
past the Town Hall
and over to the Ship
Inn. Walk back along
Fore Street to the
Church, and finish by
walking up past the
Scout Hut to the Play
Park. How many of
the views can you find
and tick off?

.
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Wild About Chudleigh
Chudleigh Prickly Hedge

Chudleigh Hog Says Thank You

This month we start with a piece from Sarah Ogilvie who Chudleigh Hog would like to say a huge thank you to all that
volunteers at the South Devon Hedgehog Hospital.
donate food, newspapers, straw etc. This makes our life so much
easier, as any other money raised pays for veterinary treatment for
Their Future, In YOUR Hands
the hedgehogs.
In among a summer of pandemic news,
A special thank you goes to all those people who have
one headline stood out to me. As of July
helped with fundraising this year, so that I could also expand the
2020, British Hedgehogs are now
rescue with more enclosures.
officially classed as ‘Vulnerable to
My final special thank you goes to the lovely Steph at
Extinction’.
South Devon Hedgehog Hospital who is always helping to fill in
At this point I had been a volunteer
the gaps in my knowledge!
with Stephanie Hutton’s South Devon
Please keep putting out some dry food and water for those
Hedgehog Hospital for just under a year,
hedgehogs who keep popping out of hibernation.
and it further galvanised my belief in the
Thankyou!
critical importance of small hands-on
Claire and Katie at Chudleigh Hog
Orphaned baby ‘hog
rehabilitation and release organisations.
No one bigger is helping, so we must. Every hedgehog
rehabilitated and released now represents a relatively large
Chudleigh Prickly Hedge
percentage of the population. You can travel the globe to find an
Barbara Steele
‘at risk’ species to conserve—but why not start on your own
doorstep?
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com
Despite ‘Britain’s Best Loved Mammal’ plummeting in
number, their conservation receives no government funding.
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge
Stephanie, and individuals like her, work 365 days a year (yes,
Christmas and birthdays too!) and fundraise for themselves.
People like Stephanie are truly rare, and it means a lot to work
with her. I see the recent reclassification of hedgehogs as an urgent We are constantly reminded
reminder that extinction is on our doorstep, and that every
individual has the power to help stop it if we can. This is a choice. the world is experiencing an
So…I arrive bright and early each Monday morning at the ecological crisis. With this in
Hedgehog Hospital near Coffinswell and begin to work my way mind, Chudleigh Wild will
continue to extend unmown
through a list of recovering adult
grass within the town and enhance green verges, to be managed
hedgehogs and growing babies,
for native wildflowers, which are so
cleaning out their pens, feeding
important to pollinating
insects in
and weighing them. It is the best
particular.
We
will
be
looking
at
part of the week, and enables me
planting
trees
and
enhancing
to have an active role in wildlife
hedgerows too, so if anyone would
conservation, alongside my day
like to plant on their property, we
job.
hope to be able to provide some trees
Things you can do:
and help with the planting.
Pens at the new hospital
We love our gardens, but
• Contact Stephanie about
sometimes we think about how decorative they look, rather than
giving your time as a volunteer;
how they could be doing the best for wildlife. We are proposing a
• Consider fundraising, donating or even leaving a gift in scheme to encourage residents to do just a few things to enhance
your will.
the value to wildlife in their gardens. This could be as simple as
• Contact email: southdevonhedgehogsanctuary@gmail.com putting out a few decorative planters with flowers that are
recommended to attract bees and other insects. Many new houses
• Stop using slug pellets.
have small gardens and these are
• In spring, check before strimming—hedgehogs will not often paved or gravelled, giving
run, they will ball up
little scope for wildlife. Pots and
• Provide fresh water year round.
planters can provide a wealth of
• Expand the ‘Hedgehog Highway’ – a CD sized hole works! insect-friendly and pretty plants
• Contact your local MP, Mel Stride. Ask him what actions that will support fascinating mini
he will commit to in helping this species, and follow him creatures for us to watch.
Those with larger gardens
up on those actions. Remember— he works for you! Email:
may feel there is a wealth of
mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
changes they could make, but
don’t quite know where to start.
Happy 2021, let’s make it count!
Sarah Ogilvie We can advise on choosing the best plants and other ways to help
wildlife—even putting in a pond.
For further information contact: suesmallshire@gmail.com
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Wild About Chudleigh
Bat Survey

Are you mad about Bats? Would

you like to help us survey the bats
in Chudleigh and to learn how to
use a bat detector? Please join our
WhatsApp group of Volunteers to
help us survey bats this Spring.
Email: suesmallshire@gmail.com
or send us a PM on Facebook.

Saving Devon’s Treescape

areas in the few autumn-sown
cereal crops and stubbles near the
edge of town, with dozens to be
seen eating the grain and weed
seeds.
Black Redstarts move into
southern England in late autumn from the Continent, perhaps
seeking refuge in milder climes when montane breeding sites (low
wetlands, rugged topographies, and cold climates) become
inhospitable. One appeared briefly on a Twindle Beer rooftop on
19th November. Some of the Stonechats that breed in the heathy
bits of Haldon move to lower ground in winter, and on 24th
November a separate male and female were seen in the Kerswell
area.
Garden feeders are attracting
good numbers of Goldfinches, with a
record twenty-six in one garden, as well
as helping to fatten up Chudleigh’s
healthy population of House Sparrows.
The first Blackcap arrived in early
December from central Europe: they
love to eat our exotic garden berries and
fat-balls.
Dave Smallshire

Winter Garden Wildlife

Over the coming weeks, Chudleigh Wild will be posting
Did you know that Lichens can tell us a lot about a tree and its nature
and wildlife activities to do with your children during

surrounding area? The Saving Devon's Treescapes project will be
lockdown, from painting pine cones to making winter wildlife
monitoring Lichen communities across Devon. If you would like
homes.
to be part of this project, please join Jess Smallcombe from Devon
Biodiversity Record Centre on Monday 18th January from 6pm.
It may be cold outside but our
gardens and woodlands are still
magical places to explore and
discover. See how many of these you
Birds, Birds, Birds
can find during your daily exercise.
Wildlife watchers in Chudleigh have started to focus a little more
on home terrain in recent months. Birds figured most prominently,
as most other wildlife became less obvious.
[Images reproduced from the
A high altitude flock of forty presumably wild geese flew
Wildlife Watch website.]
over on 6th November, when dozens of winter thrushes—
Redwings and Fieldfares—reoriented themselves north-eastwards
after a foggy night. Flocks of these have also been seen feasting on
the fruit at Deer Park Farm and eating worms in pasture near
Mistletoe Farm. Redwings have also been eating berries in the
Oldway Batfields hedgerows.
Sparrowhawks and Goshawks were seen displaying in
December, and a Goshawk (rightly) caused consternation among
Woodpigeons and Starlings as it cruised over Lawn Drive.
A few Goosanders,
fish-eating ducks of the
‘sawbill’ family, breed on
South Devon’s rivers, including
the Teign. However, in winter,
they shift allegiance to lakes
and on 10th December three
birds (two males) joined the
Little Grebes and Moorhens on
the pools at Watercress Farm. The alders there attracted an
exceptionally large flock of ninety Siskins.
Moorhens and Little Grebes were among over four
hundred Mallard visible from the roadside recently at Ugbrooke,
large numbers of which are reared and released there. The
Pheasants reared at Ugbrooke soon wander and find good feeding

