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Christmas in Chudleigh 

When the Lighting Contractors contacted me to 

say they would be in town at the end of          
November to put up our lights it seemed very 
early. When they subsequently rang again to say 
they would do the lights on the 20th November 
and would then leave them on, I thought “That is 
very early!” But what a tonic the lights have 
proved to be; just what we needed in this difficult 
year. 

The Memorial tree lights have a blueish 
cast to them and show up beautifully from the 
Church end of Fore Street, drawing the eye down 
the road through the criss-crossing light strings 
along the way.  

The Town Hall has added to the mix with 
the banner display and their blue lit Christmas 
Trees on the frontage of the building. 

The Church Tree has a warm glow in the 
darkness and is joined by the Church Tower star. 

With the cancellation of the School 
Church Concert and the Lantern Parade on the 
Late Night Shopping/Christmas Fayre night, the 
Chudfest Committee was anxious to give the 
children of Chudleigh a presence in the town. So, 
we ordered some small trees and gave one to 
each class at School and to our two Pre-Schools. 
These beautifully decorated trees can be seen on 
display around the War Memorial in the middle 
of town. Many thanks to Chudleigh Primary 
School children and staff, and to Chudleigh    
Pre-school and Daisy Chain children and staff, 
for all their hard work. Do go along to have a 
look; there are as many different types of       
decoration as there are trees. So clever. 

There are some wonderful entries for the 
Christmas Window competition. See the article 
on page 2 for details of the main contenders and 
the winners. And do check them all out next time 
you are in town.  

A few thank yous at this point: to Holly 
and Rory who decorated the church tree; to Rosie 
and Phil who decorate the Memorial tree every 
year; to Hare’s Landscaping for giving us what I 
am sure must be ‘mates rates’ for the children’s 
trees and also for the Church tree; and to Clifford 
Estates for the gift of the Memorial tree once 
again. 

And of course, without the people of 
Chudleigh who rallied around in the Summer to 
support the fundraising appeal, we would have 
no lights. Happy Christmas everyone and thank 
you. 

Alison Neely,  
Chair, Chudfest Christmas Committee 

 

 

A huge thank you 
to our distribution 

sponsor,         
Webselect 

 

(Above) The Christmas tree at the War Memorial, 
donated by Clifford Estates; (below) small trees    

donated by Chudfest and decorated by the children of 
the Pre-school, Daisy Chain and the Primary School. 

(Photos by Alison Neely)   

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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From the Editor  

I‘m sure it won’t have escaped your notice 

that this month’s edition of Chudleigh 
Phoenix is the largest ever, at 22  pages. 
There may be fewer physical activities  
going on this year, but there still seems to 
be plenty of news to share. So I’m going to 
keep this brief, so I have more space for 
pictures of the wonderful shop windows and 
other aspects of Christmas in Chudleigh. 

Since the start of the pandemic, we 
have tried to support other local businesses 
as much as possible, by waiving all fees for 
advertising. We originally planned to run 
this through to the end of the year.       

However, no-one’s going to wave a magic 
wand on New Year’s Day and make all this 
go away. So we are extending the waiver 
until at least the end of March 2021. 

Have a wonderful holiday season, 
no matter how you are planning on    
spending it; stay safe and look after     
yourselves. See you next year. 

Kate 
 

 

December 2020 

Copy date Tuesday 12th January for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or email 
us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk. The editor reserves the right to edit copy for   
considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor. 

All advertising fees 
have been waived  
until March 2021. 
What do YOU want 

to tell the  people of 
Chudleigh about your 

business?  

Hopefully you have noticed the beautiful, Christmas window 

displays in Chudleigh. 
Last week, Mrs Short, Becky Keyes and some Year 4   

children from School were out and about with Alison Neely,   
looking at the windows to decide which window display they liked 
the best.  

The amount of detail the children noticed was impressive. 
The tasteful gold decorations at Diamond Cut along with the 
swing started us off and the sumptuously decorated Christmas 
trees in many windows were much admired. The lights and      
decorations hung in between the goods on display in lots of     
windows were noticed and commented on. 

Father Christmas' washing at Teignbridge Estates raised a 
smile, as did the Christmas pudding and sad faced sprout at the Pet 
Shop. The  beard on the face in the Barbers shop window was 
noticed and the stars at Valerie Ann’s were examined closely. The 
decorations on the window of Maboo were looked at and talked 
about. The contents of Santa's sack in the Post Office window 
were speculated on, and we spent a while looking at the Fair Trade 
display at the "Vets". The children were spellbound at Dandelion 
and the Sugar Mill. And the Snowmen at Spar were in the final list 
of windows the children chose from.  

However, the one that they all 
really liked was the Christmas fireside 
scene at MP Warren and that window got 
their final vote. Congratulations to the 
staff at MP Warren who have swept the 
board this year by winning the Retailers 
Prize as well! 

  

Christmas in Chudleigh 

And the winner is...MP Warren (above) 

Stars in Maboo (above) and  snowmen in the 
Spar (below) 

Stars at AFWM (right); winter swing at 
Diamond Cut (below left) and  polar bear 
in the Phoenix Chudleigh (below right). 

More pictures on pages 20 and 21 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Christmas in Chudleigh 

Make Your Own Christmas Angel 
You can make a whole host of angels, one for the top of the tree 

and a row of them, all different sizes, to go on a windowsill. To 
alter the size simply draw a bigger or smaller circle. You could 
even make a giant one using a dustbin lid.  

You will need: scissors; thick white paper or thin white 
card; felt tip pens; and something circular to draw round (use a 
small plate or saucer to start with). 

• Draw a circle on the paper and cut it out. Mark the centre 
of the circle (lightly fold it into quarters, to find the centre). 

• Copy the face and features on to the circle and colour them 
in. 

• Mark the dotted lines and cut around them and around the 
halo and hair as marked.  

• Fold the angel into a cone by putting one wing over the 
other and slotting them together. A little piece of sellotape 
will hold it firmly. 

 

The Christmas Story @The Square 
 

 
Caesar decrees a census... 

 
 

 
 
 

Shepherds guard their flocks… 

 

No room at the inn; Jesus is born in 
a stable... 

 
Doorstep Church 

At Easter many of us stood on our doorsteps to 

‘Sing Resurrection’. As we celebrate a very different 
Christmas this year we are suggesting that we ‘Sing 
Nativity’, again standing on your own doorstep. 

Liaise with your neighbours and sing your 
favourite Carols on Christmas Eve finishing, maybe, 
with Silent Night. We suggest 5pm, to avoid clashing with Carols 
from Kings at 5.30pm, but choose a time to suit your area. 

Then on Christmas Day at 10am sing O Come all ye   
Faithful; again the time chosen to avoid clashing with church  
services, both physical and on-line. 

We could also create a ‘choir of angels’, using the template 
below, making one or several to hang in your window as we    
celebrate together. 

If you join in ‘Sing Nativity’ please stand on your own 
doorstep. May God bless you all. 

Rev’d Terry Brighton 
Free Church of England 

December 2020 
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Christmas in Chudleigh 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force 

Helpline Christmas Dates 
The Town Hall Staff will be operating the helpline on these dates 

over the Christmas and New Year period:   

Thursday 24th to Monday 28th: Town Hall Closed.  

Tuesday 29th to Thursday 31st: Helpline available.  

Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd: Town Hall Closed.  

From Monday 4th January the Town Hall will be open as usual, 
and the helpline will be operated as per the banner above. 

 

Prescriptions   
Lloyds will be open all through Christmas except Friday 25th 

and Monday 28th.  For urgent prescriptions when the Town Hall 
is closed, Lloyds will have access to our Community Volunteers 
for deliveries but it would be most helpful if people could ensure 
they have adequate supply to cover this period. 

 

Refuse Collections 

Tree Recycling 
As in previous years, in conjunction with the 

District Council, Chudleigh Town Council  
will be offering residents the opportunity to 
dispose of their Christmas trees in an       
environmentally friendly manner. Trees can 
be dropped off at the Tower Hill allotments 
site on Saturday 9th  and Sunday 10th     
January between 10am and 1pm. The trees 
will then be chipped and used as a mulch in 
parks and the like. 

 

Plastic Recycling 

A reminder that Devon Contract Waste is collecting as many 

confectionery tubs, ice cream tubs, cracker tubs, milk bottle tops 
and takeaway containers as possible this year to raise money for 
two charities: Mind and Dartmoor Zoo. You will find a green 
wheelie bin to collect all the above tubs, located by the new  
clothing bank next to Chudfridge. 

 

Useful websites and telephone numbers 

 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140 or 
email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the    
Devon  County Council website by clicking here.  

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
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Friends of Chudleigh School 

Late Night Shopping 

Town Hall News 
COVID-19: What Tier 2 means for the 

Town Hall and council services 

As of 2nd December the second national   
lockdown finished but our area is now under 
Tier 2 restrictions. 

This means the Council offices have 
reopened and we can greet face to face callers. 
However, face coverings need to be worn in 
common areas and physical distancing needs to be maintained. 
While face to face callers are welcome, we would prefer to deal 
with your enquiries by telephone or email. 

Exercise classes at the Town Hall recommenced from 2nd 
December. Several of our hirers returned over the following week, 
albeit with limited numbers due to the need to maintain physical 
distancing. 

While play parks were able to remain open during the  
lockdown we had to shut the skate park, outdoor gym and the  
MUGA. They are all now open. The District Council’s leisure 
centres are also open for business. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

There will be a meeting of the Full Town Council on Monday 4th 
January at 7pm. 
There will be a meeting of the Town Council Environment     
Committee on Wednesday 15th January. 

These meetings will be held via Zoom and are open to the 
public. Anyone wishing to attend these meetings should email the 
Clerk at clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01626 853140 to 
be   provided with instructions on how to login and join. 

John Carlton 
Town Clerk 

01626 853140        
 

Cancer Lifeline South West 
Spaces are still available for our 

fully-funded creative support groups 
for those who are close to someone 
who has cancer. The groups will meet 
weekly for ten sessions. Two groups 
will be offered within Devon, at  
locations to suit attendees. In view of 
the current restrictions, an online 
option is also available.  

For more information, contact 
Amy on 07792217365. 
 

 

 

 
Selling Masks For Charity 

Our Bags of Hope stall will be outside the Town 

Hall again this Saturday 19th December from 9am. 
We will have 100% cotton masks for sale, tote bags, 
Christmas gifts, cards, candles, plaques etc. All 
money raised will be going to our area of support  
for our feeding programmes, school fees, projects etc. £1 from 
every mask sale will be donated to Cancer Life Line SW.   

Anne Jenkins and Donna Cook  
07972 911053 
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Friday 18th December, open until 7.30pm  

Dandelion, Sangers, Gills, Harvey's, Paradise, 
Sugar Mill, Post Office and others.  

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
This year's Chudleigh total for the   

annual Royal British Legion Poppy  
Appeal is £2,894.50. Because of the 
lockdown we were not able to conduct 
door to door collections, hold our usual 
coffee morning, put collection tins in the 
pubs and benefit from the Remembrance 
Sunday church service. So all things 
considered this figure is more than   
expected. 

Some individual collections  
included a remarkable £188 from      
Andrew Mason's DIY shop; nearly £400 from our school; just 
over £100 from the Chudleigh Knighton school; over £200 from 
the Co-op and £130 from the Post Office. The total also included 
£125 donated by residents who had purchased tickets for the  
aborted VE Day 8th May commemoration/celebration. Rather than 
a refund they put it towards our appeal. I must also thank a local 
resident who often helps me during Remembrance for his very 
generous personal donation. 

Four of my local house to house collectors have informed 
me they wish to stand down in the future and while appreciating 
it's a long way off before planning for next year I should like to 
appeal for anyone who might give one or two afternoons during 
the three week Remembrance period 2021 to help me out. I will be 
grateful also for volunteers to collect in Chudleigh Knighton, 
Trusham and Ideford/Luton. I like to cover as many of the local 
parishes as possible but can only do it with help. 

Finally, I would like to thank every one who contributed to 
this year's appeal. For a town the size of Chudleigh I am often 
congratulated on our collection figures but it is of course down to 
the generosity of our residents and visitors. 

Alan Brunton 
 

Chudleigh Community Project 
At our AGM a few weeks ago we elected our new management 

committee, who are also the Charity Trustees: 

Emily England is on the committee ex officio (which 
means by virtue of holding another office) as Headteacher of 
Chudleigh Primary. 

We would like to thank Martyn Vosloo and Benny    
Woodlock, who have both stepped down after a couple of years on 
the committee.   

As you can see this is a very small committee. If you 
would be interested in helping, whether by being co-opted onto the 
committee, or by volunteering generally, please contact us by 
emailing admin@chudleighpool.org.uk. Thank you. 
 

Open Letter About Racism from SEARCH 
and other residents of Chudleigh  

SEARCH is committed to action for social justice. Chudleigh is 

described by many residents as a good place to live and work, with 
evidence of friendship, community spirit and joint effort, as shown 
during the lockdown period. However, racial discrimination in 
Chudleigh marginalises people. Those in the minority don’t     
always feel as safe and included as the white population and they 
suffer a range of disadvantage and problems as a result of racism.  

Recent events prompted a number of people of colour to 
share their personal and heartfelt experiences in our town. They 
told of the racism they suffer on a regular basis ranging from   
direct, explicit abuse to more subtle and insidious discrimination. 
There are painful collective memories amongst us and this is a 
long-standing issue in Chudleigh in our experience. We feel it is 
incumbent on the majority to take action when they witness racism 
or hear these personal accounts. 

This situation is desperately sad and utterly unacceptable. 
We condemn in the strongest terms, any form of racism in our 
town and we stand in support and solidarity with victims of this 
racist abuse. We are united in stating that this behaviour has no 
place in our community. We share this statement to speak out and 
stand together. SEARCH has also prepared a longer statement 
which we will send to the Chudleigh Town Council and other 
agencies regarding the development of a long-term strategy. 

We want Chudleigh to be a kind and inclusive place to 
live, work and visit, where all forms of diversity are welcomed 
and celebrated. Our community often does so much to support 
each other but this spirit must extend to everyone, all of the time. 
We stand together, to wipe out racism now and for our future  
generations. 

 

 

:  
 

Mary Anne McFarlane, Secretary, SEARCH 
Other signatories in alphabetical order: 
Sam Bennett 
Amanda Cole 
Audrey Compton 
Emily England, Headteacher, Chudleigh CE VC Primary School,  
Leon Farmer 
Bridget Holland  
Gary Kirby 
Pat Langman 
Kate McCormick, Editor, Chudleigh Phoenix 
Eleanor Moffatt, Minister, Chudleigh Baptist Church 
Dinah Robinson 
Matthew Shanks, CEO of Education South West 
Bob Shopes 
Emily Simcock 
Suzannah Wharf, Headteacher of Teign School 
Sarah Woolloff   
 

Initial Response from Chudleigh Town Council 

“Chudleigh Town Council condemns racism and discrimination in 
all its forms. We are grateful to SEARCH for highlighting these 
issues within our community. We will be working with SEARCH 
and other interested parties in the community to develop a      
long-term strategy to tackle discrimination within our town.” 

Martin Tinkler, Mayor, on behalf of CTC  

mailto:admin@chudleighpool.org.uk
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter 
 

FRI 

Check out page 5 for opening dates over the 
Christmas period 
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter  
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TDC Updates 
Teignbridge District Council has issued 

four update bulletins in the past month. 
The first, on Friday 20th November       
includes reflections on the future by the 
Leader of the Council; a plea not to let our guard down in the light 
of the vaccine news; extension of flu jabs to the over-50s; and an 
urgent appeal for health and care workers. It can be accessed by 
clicking here. 

The second, on Friday 27th November, includes an appeal 
to the government to take Teignbridge out of Tier 2; and details of 
the rules for Christmas Bubbles. It can be accessed by clicking 
here. 

The third, on Friday 4th December, includes a reminder of 
the importance of shopping locally and supporting small          
businesses; details of the 2020 Sports and Community Awards; 
and the free school meals holiday voucher scheme. It can be    
accessed by clicking here. 

The latest one, on Friday 11th December, covers:         
improvements to the Test and Trace app; the Covid-19 hardship 
fund; vaccinations update; the tier review due on 16th December; 
more guidance on care bubbles; #shoplocalforChristmas; the 
Teignbridge Sports and Community Awards; Christmas travel; 
having your say on climate change; the Teign Estuary trail       
consultation; and lots more. You can access this latest bulletin by 
clicking here. 

  

Teignbridge CVS 
The latest newsletter is available 

now. It includes news on       
upcoming forums and learning 
events; guidance and resources 
for employers; funding information; and health and wellbeing. 
You can access it by clicking here. 

The online learning programme for January to March has 
recently been published. You can download that as a pdf from the 
Chudleigh Phoenix website by clicking here. 
 

Busy Time For Food Banks  
The foodbanks are always particularly busy at 

this time of year, and even more so this year with 
the  added complications caused by Covid-19      
restrictions and the effect of jobs. But they are 
finding everyone is being incredibly generous. 

 Homeless in Teignbridge Support 
(HITS) have plenty of volunteers over the     
coming weeks, but they need the donations to continue, especially 
in the form of financial donations which will be used to satisfy 
demand in the New Year. You can find details on their website by 
clicking here. Physical donations can be left in the collection point 
in The Coop in Chudleigh or at several locations around       
Teignmouth and Newton Abbot. Details can be found on their 
website by clicking here.  

Teignbridge Homeless Action Today 
(THAT) are unable to take additional physical 
donations at present due to space constraints. 
They are supporting seventy families over the 
holiday period.  

Anyone needing support  is urged to 
contact them via their website. This particular so in the New Year, 
but they can also cover emergencies over the holiday period. 

DCC Updates 
Devon County Council has issued five  

update bulletins in the past month. The first, 
on Friday 20th November, covers: a plea 
from Steve Brown, the Director of Public 
Health Devon (Designate) to keep our guard up; health and care 
workers urgently needed; £1.3m Active Travel Funding; open your 
windows this winter; Devon's care homes take part in testing pilot; 
and support grants for businesses. You can access this bulletin by 
clicking here. 

The second, on Thursday 26th November, covers: Tier 2: 
High alert—what does that mean?; Devon reactions to             
government's tier announcement; why is Devon in Tier 2?; what 
about Christmas?; what's the plan for the rest of winter?;       
Nightingale Hospital Exeter opens to COVID patients; and join the 
NHS COVID-19 vaccine team. This bulletin can be accessed by 
clicking here. 

The third, on Friday 4th December, covers: Total COVID-
19 cases are falling in Devon, but rising among the over 80s;   
million pound boost to alleviate Christmas holiday hunger; do you 
help someone who couldn't manage on their own, or know     
someone who does?; Devon under Tier 2, High Alert restrictions; 
new £3.45m programme to boost skills of care and health workers; 
and contacting 111 first will get you the right treatment more 
quickly. This bulletin can be accessed by clicking here. 

The latest one, on Friday 11th December, covers: Devon 
unlikely to see a return to Tier 1 before Christmas; fall in positive 
cases is slowing, warns Public Health Devon; first people        
vaccinated in Devon; check your school's end of term plans; free 
school meals holiday vouchers; funding for community groups to 
tackle loneliness; test and trace improvements; and celebrate   
Hanukkah safely. This bulletin can be accessed by clicking here. 
 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business 

Growth Hub is available now. Including information on financial 
support for businesses and Brexit transition requirements, it can be 
accessed by clicking here. 

 

Free School Meals Holiday Vouchers 
Devon County Council has arrangements in 

place to provide supermarket vouchers to 
nearly 15,000 children across Devon who 
currently receive free school meals, to help 
their families buy groceries over the Christmas holidays.  

 Each child eligible for free school meals will receive a £30 
supermarket voucher (£15 per week for the 2-week school    
Christmas holiday) that can be used at Sainsburys, Tesco,        
Morrisons, Asda, M&S Food or Waitrose.   

 The vouchers are issued individually per child, so families 
with more than one child entitled to free school meals will receive 
a voucher for each one.  

 DCC has partnered with an organisation called Black 
Hawk Network to help issue these vouchers as quickly as possible 
via their ‘Select’ website because they have many years’          
experience of managing voucher schemes like this and are     

Page 10 

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2ad0ee4
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2ae4313
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2ae4313
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2af4b87
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2aff847
https://mailchi.mp/c74153fa290a/teignbridge-cvs-newsletter-7895440?e=0326771124
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Teignbridge-CVS-Online-Learning-Jan-Mar-2021-.pdf
https://hitsfoodbank.org/support-us/donating/
https://hitsfoodbank.org/support-us/donating/
https://www.thatfoodbank.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2ad4571
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2ae4d22
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2afa3cd
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2b05208
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-4559788?e=9447d6f21c
https://www.select-your-reward.co.uk/
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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working with several other local authorities too.  
 The vouchers are electronic and will be emailed to       

families. Arrangements are in place for families who cannot access 
the internet or who cannot get to one of the six major                
supermarkets.  

The scheme is a way of providing funds to ensure that  
families of primary and secondary age pupils who are eligible for 
free school meals during term time are able to purchase food over 
the holidays to replace the meals their child would have had at 
school.  

 DCC will provide vouchers for all children attending 
schools within the Devon Council administrative area, irrespective 
of where they live. If a child lives within Devon but attends school 
in a neighbouring authority (for example Plymouth or Torbay), the 
school they attend will make arrangements to support them.     
Eligible children in pre-school and young people in sixth form 
colleges will also receive the vouchers.  Colleges within Devon are 
developing their own schemes funded by Devon County Council 
to provide free meal vouchers during holidays for eligible families. 
Please contact your college if you have enquiries about their    
arrangements or eligibility. 

If a child already receives free school meals, they will  
automatically qualify for the holiday vouchers scheme. They don’t 
need to apply again. Parents and carers of children currently    
receiving free school meals should have received letters and 
emails during the week commencing Monday 7th December with 
information about how to access their vouchers.  If a parent or 
carer does not receive a letter or email, and their child is eligible to 
receive free school meals, they should get in touch with the free 
school meals team (freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk or 0345 155 
1019)  as soon as possible   

 If you think a child may now be eligible for free school 
meals due to a recent change in their family’s circumstances, 
please help ensure they can access this holiday voucher support 
over Christmas by encouraging them to apply online via the    
website as soon as possible. This is the quickest and easiest way 
for their eligibility to be assessed and they will get an instant   
decision.  Alternatively, they can call the education helpline 
on 0345 155 1019.  To ensure that they receive the free school 
meals holiday vouchers for this Christmas period, they must apply 
by Friday 18 December 2020.  

More detailed information about the free school meals  
holiday voucher scheme is available on the Devon County Council 
website by clicking here.   

DCC recognise that for many families who may be       
experiencing severe financial hardship, free school meals alone 
will not be addressing wider issues, and they have therefore     
provided funding to District Councils, Children’s Centres and  
Early Help teams over the winter who may be able offer additional 
support to families during this time. 

To find out more about what support is available in Devon, 
including how to access local financial support, where to find 
foodbanks and community larders, free meals during the school 
holidays and what to do if you’re on a low income and need to 
self-isolate, visit this page on the website.   

 

Libraries Service 
Following the government’s announcement 

that Devon was placed in Tier 2 from 
Wednesday 2nd December, we can confirm 
that our libraries have reopened for public 
access to choose books from the shelves 
and use the computer facilities. 

We are maintaining the Covid-secure arrangements within 

our libraries, including 2m social distancing measures, hand    
sanitisation stations, limiting the numbers of customers at any one 
time and one-way systems to help the safe flow of customers 
through our libraries. 

Our mobile libraries also welcomed customers back on 
board their vehicles from Wednesday 2nd December and the 
Home Library service will continue to run as normal. 

Our library cafes also reopened on Wednesday 2nd       
December and meeting rooms are available for hire. 

To assist our customers, we have the following temporary 
arrangements in place: 

 

• Existing loans due back between 5th November and 2nd 
December have been extended to week commencing 11th 
January 2021 

• Extended our book loans to 10 weeks on any books      
borrowed from Thursday 5th November 

• You can borrow up to 24 books 

• Extended loans on DVD/CDs/audiobooks to 10 weeks on 
items borrowed from Thursday 5th November (no increase 
in the charge for DVD/CDs, giving you 10 weeks for the 
price of one!) 

• Suspended our reservation charges through to 31st March 
2021 as items may take longer than usual to become   
available. 

 
You can access the full update from Libraries Unlimited by 

clicking here. 
 

Devon Carbon Plan 
The consultation on the Interim Devon Carbon 

Plan is now live! The 25 organisations who make 
up the Devon Climate Emergency (DCE)        
partnership prepared this collaborative roadmap to 
create a net-zero Devon where people and nature 
thrive and to be Devon’s response to the global 
climate emergency. 

Over the past year, the Net-Zero Task Force (a group of 
fifteen experts in areas including renewable energy, transport, 
planning and the built environment) have been developing the plan 
for creating a net-zero Devon. Citizens have inputted their ideas 
through the evidence gathering stage which was held at the start of 
this year.  

The time has now come for you to offer further thoughts 
and feedback. Residents are asked to take part in the Interim    
Devon Carbon Plan consultation, which begins on Monday 7th 
December and lasts for 10 weeks.  

DCE wants to hear your views on key actions that outline 
some of the transformational changes required to create a thriving 
net-zero Devon.  

The Interim Devon Carbon Plan will be updated to a final 
plan after the Citizens’ Assembly, now in 2021 due to Covid-19.  

All the actions within the Interim Devon Carbon Plan   
address the suggestions from the public call for evidence and   
thematic hearings, and highlight issues suggested for further    
consideration by a Citizens’ Assembly. 

The actions cover a broad range of topics which will allow 
us to build back better. Addressing the climate and ecological 
emergency is an opportunity to create a fairer, healthier and more 
resilient and prosperous society. 

More active travel; improved air quality; better insulation 
and warmer homes; reduced fuel poverty and eating more        
balanced diets will all improve public health.  

mailto:freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/free-school-meals-holiday-voucher-scheme/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/support-for-people-and-families/
https://mailchi.mp/4e5576f4e274/you-latest-news-and-updates-from-devon-libraries-dec-2020?e=5c93eb437d
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The transition to clean technologies can create new jobs, 
improve energy security and increase economic prosperity—
nationally and locally in Devon.  

Enhancing the natural environment offers tremendous  
opportunities including reduced flood risk, improved water and air 
quality, nutritious food, and accessible greenspace.  

DCE is requesting feedback from Devon’s citizens to   
indicate to what extent they agree with the proposed actions.  

Furthermore, there is an opportunity for consultees to give 
their views on issues that are more controversial or challenging to 
implement. 

These controversial issues will be prioritised for discussion 
at the Citizens’ Assembly in 2021 to ensure the recommendations 
in the Final Devon Carbon Plan reflect the views of Devon’s   
citizens.  

Together, we can create a net-zero Devon where people 
and nature thrive. Have your say by clicking here.  
 

Covid Vaccination Programme 
While it is not expected that a 

COVID-19 vaccine will be widely 
available until 2021, the Government 
has asked the NHS to be ready to 
deliver a vaccination programme for 
England from December, so that those who need it most will be 
able to access vaccinations as soon as they are available. 

Detailed planning has been underway, building on the  
expertise and strong track record the NHS already has in          
delivering immunisations like the annual flu vaccination          
programme, to ensure that a COVID-19 vaccination programme 
does not impact on other vital services. 

The NHS is working closely with a number of partners 
across Government, each with their own roles and responsibilities. 
Plans will be finalised based on decisions made by those bodies, 
including when and what vaccines are approved and who should 
receive them. 

You can download the full briefing document, from which 
this summary is extracted, by clicking here. 
 

Avian Flu: Update 
New housing measures came into 

force in England, Scotland and 
Wales on 14th December. 

The Chief Veterinary   
Officers for England, Scotland 
and Wales have agreed to bring in 
new measures to help protect 
poultry and captive birds, following a number of cases of avian 
influenza in both wild and captive birds in the UK. 

Whether you keep just a few birds as pets or thousands, 
from 14th December onwards you are legally required to keep 
your birds indoors, or take appropriate steps to keep them separate 
from wild birds. This decision has not been taken lightly, but it is 
the best way to protect your birds from this highly infectious   
disease. 

Poultry and captive bird keepers are advised to be vigilant 
for any signs of disease in their birds and any wild birds, and seek 
prompt advice from their vet if they have any concerns. They can 
help prevent avian flu by maintaining good biosecurity on their 
premises, including: 

 

• housing or netting all poultry and captive birds 

• cleansing and disinfecting clothing, footwear, equipment 
and vehicles before and after contact with poultry and  
captive birds—if practical, use disposable protective  
clothing 

• reducing the movement of people, vehicles or equipment to 
and from areas where poultry and captive birds are kept, to 
minimise contamination from manure, slurry and other 
products, and using effective vermin control 

• thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting housing at the end of 
a production cycle 

• keeping fresh disinfectant at the right concentration at all 
points where people should use it, such as farm entrances 
and before entering poultry and captive bird housing or 
enclosures 

• minimising direct and indirect contact between poultry and 
captive birds and wild birds, including making sure all feed 
and water is inaccessible to wild birds 
 

Register your birds 

All keepers are encouraged to register their birds so they 
can be contacted quickly if there is a disease outbreak in the area 
and action needs to be taken. 

If you have more than 50 birds, you are legally required to 
register your flock within one month of their arrival at your   
premises. If you have fewer than 50 birds, including pet birds, you 
are still strongly encouraged to register. 

Poultry and captive bird keepers and members of the    
public should report dead wild birds to the Defra helpline on 
03459 33 55 77 (option 7), and keepers should report suspicion of 
disease to APHA on 03000 200 301. Keepers should familiarise 
themselves with the avian flu advice. 

 

Christmas Bubble Rules 
The social restrictions are being 

eased to allow friends and loved 
ones to reunite over the Christmas 
period.  

 

• You can form an exclusive 
‘Christmas bubble’ composed of people from no more than 
three households 

• You can only be in one Christmas bubble 

• You cannot change your Christmas bubble 

• You can travel between tiers and UK nations for the     
purposes of meeting up in your Christmas bubble 

• You can only meet people in your Christmas bubble in 
private homes or in your garden, places of worship, or 
public outdoor spaces 

• You can continue to meet people who are not in your 
Christmas bubble outside your home according to the rules 
in the tier where you are staying 

• You cannot meet someone in a private dwelling who is not 
part of your household or Christmas bubble 

• You should travel to meet those in your Christmas bubble 
and return home between 23rd and 27th December 

• Anyone travelling to or from Northern Ireland may travel 
on 22nd and 28th December 
 

 

Devon and National Notices 

https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Vaccination.pdf
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National Notices 
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Christmas Market 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Craft Workshop 
 

If you have a sewing machine at home and 
have done a little sewing, why not sign up for my 

online Christmas Craft Workshop? 
For £28 you will receive a bag of fabrics,  

ribbons, buttons and template sheets, and a link to 
my videos for six different Christmas craft or     

present ideas. 
For more details or to book a place:  

Rachel-Parker@live.com  
 

 

If you want gorgeous skincare gifts, beautifully       
packaged in  environmentally friendly boxes that look 

and feel incredible; with the most amazing contents that 
smell like the spa and transform your skin and space 

then you are in the right place! 
 

Check out the beautiful ‘Into the Woods’ collection. 
Gifts for someone special or just to treat yourself!  

Gift vouchers available  
 
 
 
 

Allison Emmett at Temple Spa  
07786 240091  

Find me on Facebook or via my website 

mailto:Rachel-Parker@live.com
https://www.facebook.com/TempleSpa.AllisonEmmett
http://www.templespa.com/allisonemmett/
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Christmas Market 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Craft Workshop 
 

If you have a sewing machine at home and 
have done a little sewing, why not sign up for my 

online Christmas Craft Workshop? 
For £28 you will receive a bag of fabrics,  

ribbons, buttons and template sheets, and a link to 
my videos for six different Christmas craft or     

present ideas. 
For more details or to book a place:  

Rachel-Parker@live.com  
 
 

mailto:Rachel-Parker@live.com
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Cards 

Stamps 

Gifts 

from your local 
Post Office 

Christmas Market 
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Harvey’s of Chudleigh. 

 
 
 
 

 

                   

 

 
 
 
 

Hampers To Order 
 
 
 

Call in and see 
what’s on offer 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Market 

. 
 
 
 
 

 

                   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

Sangers Gift Voucher 
 

Stuck for a Christmas Present Idea?  
 

Want to support a local business? 
 

Here’s your answer 

Signed paperbacks make perfect gifts 
for the readers in your life. 

Details on my website 

Or call me: 01626 854611 

Free delivery in Chudleigh 

http://elizabethducieauthor.co.uk/my-books/christmas-specials/
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On A Lighter Note... 

Monthly Musings 

Here we are at the end of this amazing year, one that can be  

compared with no other. Back in those early days of Spring & 
Summer, the time seemed to skip along. Of course, that was when 
the whole new regime was novel & the weather smiled on us & 
seemed to give us all an unspoken promise that everything was 
going to be all right. (Although I know that for some friends, this 
year has marked a particularly sad time). All those wonderful days 
in the sun & long evenings, made it easier for many of us to look 
on the bright side & even be good neighbours & help others.  

In the second half of the year we have enjoyed the golden 
days of Autumn, crunching the leaves underfoot on our country 
walks. But now, as we watch the daylight turn to dimpsy we can 
sometimes enjoy the silhouettes & traceries of Winter against 
beautiful pearly pink skies.   

Some of us have had to hang on tight to our usual         
optimism. This Christmas is going to be a challenge. We are still 
not having people in the house so we are going to town on       
decorating the patio. We have a beautiful tree & loads of            
all-weather lights to loop around & create a glowing, cheery  
background to the chilly gatherings to come. There will be tea 
lights on the window sills & a Santa & a Snowman on the tables, 
that change colour. I’m thinking of bringing the barbeque out of 
retirement so that we can create a bit of a party. Otherwise it’s 
going to be jacket potatoes, pigs in blankets & mince pies—easy 
& delicious! Just fingers crossed for dry weather. We have had 
one little out-door tea party when a couple of seldom seen    
grand-children came to visit. Unfortunately we did have a drop of 
rain & we oldies sat holding umbrellas & drinking tea, while the 
youngsters pulled their hoods up & ate the cake I had made for 
them. We Devonians do love a drop of rain.  

One thing I’ve been saved from this year, is what my 
young children used to call, ‘dragging round the shops’. Now, I’ve 
joined everyone else and ordered most of the presents on-line. 
However, I do it with feelings of guilt & hope that next year, after 
I’ve had my vaccination, there will be small shops to buy from. 
The family know that as usual, most of them will be getting a 
book from me. There is so much choice and a pretty good chance 
that, from two year-olds upward, they will all be pleased. There 
are exceptions—I couldn’t resist a couple of potted camellias in 
flower and, my forays into web searches led to a laughable faux-
pas. To continue the traditions of my husband’s Scottish family, I 
ordered thistle shortbread moulds for our three grand-daughters. 
Unfortunately I thought I’d ordered large ones, & three little   
individual ones turned up & caused us a good giggle! I learnt my 
lesson there.  

HAPPY CHRISTMAS.  C.S. 
 

PS Can’t tell you how much I’m looking forward to seeing my 
friends in Chudleigh again next year. Even if we are still wearing 
masks & keeping our distance, we will be gathering together 
again. And at least we will have plenty to talk about when we 
meet. Keep safe & however you are celebrating Christmas, have a 
lovely time. 
 

Dickin Family Home For Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello. You may remember my family from last year after we had 

a house fire. It has been a long time coming but we moved back 
into our home last month. 

I really just wanted to thank everyone for their incredible 
support. The response from the people of Chudleigh was        
heart-warming and it's difficult to put into words how much we 
appreciate all of the little and the big things that people did.  

Please, if you see us around, stop us and say hello. If you 
pass our house  (post-covid of course) then knock and come in for 
a cup of tea. 

We feel very lucky to live in such a beautiful and         
welcoming town. 

Jay Dickin 
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 On A Lighter Note... 

Deck The Halls 
 

T'was a month before Christmas, 
And all through the town, 
People wore masks, 
That covered their frown. 
 
The frown had begun 
Way back in the Spring, 
When a global pandemic 
Changed everything. 
 
They called it corona, 
But unlike the beer, 
It didn’t bring good times, 
It didn’t bring cheer. 
 
Contagious and deadly, 
This virus spread fast, 
Like a wildfire that starts 
When fueled by gas. 
 
Airplanes were grounded, 
Travel was banned. 
Borders were closed 
Across air, sea and land. 
 
 

As the world entered lockdown 
To flatten the curve, 
The economy halted, 
And folks lost their verve. 
 
From March to July 
We rode the first wave, 
People stayed home, 
They tried to behave. 
 
When summer emerged 
The lockdown was lifted. 
But away from caution, 
Many folks drifted. 
 
Now it’s November 
And cases are spiking, 
Wave two has arrived, 
Much to our disliking. 
 
Frontline workers, 
Doctors and nurses, 
Try to save people, 
From riding in hearses. 
 
It’s true that this year 
Has had sadness a plenty, 
We’ll never forget 
The year 2020. 

And just ‘round the corner - 
The holiday season, 
But why be merry? 
Is there even one reason? 
 
To decorate the house 
And put up the tree, 
When no one will see it, 
No one but me. 
 
But outside my window 
The snow gently falls, 
And I think to myself, 
Let’s deck the halls! 
 
So, I gather the ribbon, 
The garland and bows, 
As I play those old carols, 
My happiness grows. 
 
Christmas is not cancelled 
And neither is hope. 
If we lean on each other, 
I know we can cope  
 
[Copied from the internet as part of the 
#deckthehallschallenge] 

Cabaret Sauvignon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tune into a special Tier 2 ‘pop up’ Cabaret 

Sauvignon using the following link: 
 

Cabaret Sauvignon 
 

It will be taken down later in January 2021. 
Kind judicious feedback in the comments 

section below the video are welcome.  

https://youtu.be/7FE80DiEMxs
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On A Lighter Note... 

More of the Christmas Windows from town centre... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

(Clockwise from top left): Reindeer in Woods Estate Agent; 
snow in Paradise; evidence of Santa in the Fairtrade     

displays in the Vet’s windows; baubles in Dandelion; and 
sweet treats in Sugar Mill 
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 On A Lighter Note... 

 

Makes You Think 

(Clockwise from top right): 
Stars at Valerie Ann; sprout 
and Christmas pud in Pets’ 
Corner; and Christmas tree 

in Harvey’s. 
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Wild About Chudleigh 

Barbara Steele 
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com  
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

 

 
2020 Round-Up 

This has been a tumultuous year 

for us all. The first twelve weeks 
of lockdown were amazing; silent, 
clear, breathable, and calm. So it was easy to be aware of nature; 
but we could not enjoy this in the company of others and take  
advantage of the benefits of a world disaster. 

However, as time went on, it seemed outdoor contact was 
safe and Chudleigh WILD could organise work parties that were 
Covid safe, but no guided walks, no talks, no bat evening in the 
field with the Smallshires!   

We raked grass on Lawn Drive; continued insect friendly 
planting; recorded and counted bats, mapping greater Horseshoe 
bat flyways; cut trees down to make room for more; and hassled 
developers. In one of the times we were allowed outdoor contact, 
we had a lovely apple pressing day with a press borrowed from  

 
 
 
 

Coombeshead Farm. So we used at least a few of the cider apples 
to make very nice juice which was given away. We hope it can be  
repeated next year. 

Foreign Italian Alders were taken down at the other end of 
Millstream Meadow so we can plant an eating apple orchard, for 
free use by the community. This was funded by incredibly       
generous donations; we now have enough in the bank to buy trees 
for next year’s developments in and around the town. If you want 
to know more about our plans, please get in touch. 

Another long term project, lead by Dave Smallshire, is to 
create an archive of the wildlife of the parish. We have records of 
surveys done in the past and species lists for birds, plants and 
some invertebrates. This will be lodged on the town council    
website and available to everybody and anybody to inform policy 
decisions of Planning Authorities, we hope. 

Lots to do in 2021 as we come out of, or cope with, the 
Pandemic. 

Tessa Frost  

 

Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

mailto:chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.%20com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/

