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Chudleigh Will Sparkle Despite Everything! 

This has been a very difficult year in which to 
plan any community events! 

The fate of the Christmas Fayre,        
Childrenôs concert in the Church and the Lantern 
Parade was decided several weeks ago when we 
felt (rightly as it turns out) that we could not take 
the risk of attempting to run them. 

The second lockdown and the uncertainty 
about what will happen in early December has 
forced our hand and we have now had to      
abandon plans for our Grand Christmas Raffle.  

However, the really disappointing news is 
that Father Christmas will not be able to come to 
the Saturday markets in Chudleigh on 5th and 
12th December.  

This decision was not taken lightly and 
the Chudfest Christmas Committee are truly  
sorry to make this announcement. 

There is some good news: the Christmas 
lights are up across Fore Street and the Christmas 
Trees are due to be delivered to the War        
Memorial site and to the Churchyard by Friday 
20th November. The town centre tree is kindly 
donated by Clifford Estates and Hares          
Landscaping are sponsoring the tree at the 
Church this year. The contractors will return to 
light up the trees and then the Christmas lights 
will go on. 

Without the efforts of all the people who 
donated to the fundraising appeal, back in July, 
this yearôs lights would not have been possible, 
so thank you once again all of you lovely people. 

We have once again invited the          

businesses and town 
retailers to take part in 
the Christmas window 
competition. Children 
from the Primary 
School and last yearôs 
winner of the Retailers 
prize will see which 
windows they like the 
best sometime in the 
week beginning 9th 
December.  

Andénew for 
this year, Chudfest has 
ordered some small 
Christmas trees for the    
Primary School and for the two Pre-Schools. The 
children will decorate the trees and then they will 
be displayed inside the railings around the War 
Memorial in the centre of town. Do look out for 
them towards the end of November or early   
December. 

Thank you everyone for your              
understanding that Christmas cannot be as     
normal this year. But Chudleigh will sparkle. 

Alison Neely,  
Chair, Chudfest Christmas Committee 

 

 

A huge thank you 
to our distribution 
sponsor,         
Webselect 

Useful websites and telephone numbers 
 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140 or email:                
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the Devon  County Council website 
by clicking here.  

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
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From the Editor  

I was talking to a friend this morning who 
is a partner in a large accountancy      
practice. She was saying her staff are    
finding this second lockdown much harder 
than the first, even though the restrictions 
are not so severe this time around. 
ñEveryone is tired,ò she said, ñand itôs 
showing in the way things are being blown 
up out of all proportion.ò 

Iôve been having similar chats with 
other people too, whether they are working 
fulltime for someone else, self-employed, or 
retired. 

Itôs not unusual to feel down in  
November. The seasons are changing; crisp 
dry autumn is turning to dark sludgy     
winter. In our house, these ten days are 
always treated with extreme caution as the 
three floods weôve had in the thirteen years 
weôve lived here have all happened between 
15th and 25th November. 

Usually we are all starting the 
countdown to Christmas. This edition of 
Chudleigh Phoenix should be packed with 
details of the Christmas Fayre and other 
seasonal events. But 2020 is so different. 
We donôt know at the moment what it will 
be safe to do this year. And we know some 

of the regular events are definitely off. 
Starting tomorrow, Monday 16th 

November, I will be presenting a weekôs 
worth of Pause for Thought on BBC Radio 
Devon. It goes out at 6.20am on weekdays, 
and an hour later at the weekend. Iôve done 
it two or three times a year for some years 
now; some of you have even told me youôve 
listened in. 

Usually, I talk about incidents    
related to my thirty years travelling on 
business. But this time around, I have gone 
for a more traditional approach. I am   
compiling a verbal gladness jar. 

A gladness jar is where you deposit, 
each day, slips of paper recording things 
you are grateful about; and when times get 
tough, you pull out some of those slips and 
remind yourself that lifeôs not so bad after 
all. Iôve managed to find enough to fill  
seven daily slots, and, as you might       
imagine, thereôs the odd mention of    
Chudleigh in there. So do tune in if you are 
an early riser.  

And while weôre on the  subject of 

looking after ourselves, can I draw your 
attention to the latest TDC update which 
includes free virtual fitness sessions with 
Teignbridge Leisure trainers and a 5 day 
online Mindfulness challenge beginning           
tomorrow. Check out the details on page 
10. 

Have a good month; stay safe and 
look after yourselves. 

Kate 

November 2020 

Copy date Saturday 12th December for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or 
email us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .  The editor reserves the right to edit copy 
for considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the   
editor. 

Reminder:  
All advertising fees 
have been waived  
until the end of the 
year. What do YOU 
want to tell the  
people of Chudleigh 
about your business?  

Chudleigh Library 

 
For the duration of the second lock down, Chudleigh library is 
only open for our Choose and Collect service. Please email me at 
chudleigh.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk and tell me what 
books you would like from the library and I will get back to you 
with a time slot for you to collect from the foyer. 

I am regularly checking our inbox to process Choose and 
Collect requests and to assist with renewals or any other enquiries. 
I will get back to you as soon as possible.  

 
For Devon Libraries updates please visit the Coronavirus 

webpage 
Jill Hughes 

First Assistant,  
Chudleigh Library 
01626 852469  

 
 
Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity (1170092) responsible 
for running Devon Libraries and Torbay Libraries. You can     
support us to continue delivering life-changing library services, 
find out more here: librariesunlimited.org.uk/support-us 

No parade but     
Chudleigh still     
remembers and 
honours its         
War Dead 
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mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:chudleigh.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/coronavirus-updates
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/coronavirus-updates
librariesunlimited.org.uk/support-us
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Chudleigh Notices 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force 

As restrictions continue to change and requirements are not   
always clear, it is imperative that people only do what they are 
comfortable with. 

The government paused the shielding programme on 31st 
July. The implications of this are as follows: 

 

¶ the government is no longer advising you to shield 

¶ the support from the National 
Shielding Service of free food 
parcels, medicine deliveries and 
care has stopped 

¶ NHS Volunteer Responders will 
carry on delivering the food you 
buy, prescriptions and essential 
items to you if you need it 

¶ you will still be eligible for priority supermarket slots (if 
you registered by 17th July) 
  
It is recognised that some vulnerable residents may be 

anxious about stepping  outside again and adjusting to the    
changes.  Local support will continue with the Chudleigh Town 
Council's Helpline arranging Food Shopping Deliveries and    
Prescription Collections through our fantastic team of Chudleigh 
Community Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 01626 
853140. 

 

Town Hall News 
COVID-19: Impact on the Town Hall 

Many of you will be aware that the Town Hall 
reopened to public callers at the beginning of 
September. At the same time many of our 
hirers resumed their activities. 

Sadly, the announcement of a new 
national lockdown with effect from Thursday 
5th November meant more changes. With 
effect from that date the Town Hall closed to public callers and all 
room hires ceased until at least Wednesday 2nd December. 

This does not mean that you cannot contact the council 
staff. They are working the normal hours of 9am to 3pm Monday 
to Friday and can be contacted by telephone or email. The        
pre-school continues to operate during lockdown and the police 
continue to work from the Town Hall. 

While the playparks remain open, the MUGA, the Skate 
Park and the Outdoor Gym are closed and should not be used. 

 

Rural Skip Service 

This is a service provided by Teignbridge District Council to  
outlying communities in Teignbridge for many years. In       
Chudleigh this service was provided from the central car park in 
February of each year. It is understood that it has been invariably 
well-used. 

TDC has advised the rural skip service is to be withdrawn 
with immediate effect. This is a part of a series of cost-cutting 
measures the council needs to take. The cost of the service      
supplied to Chudleigh is circa Ã2,700. Multiply that by the     
number of communities that received the service and one starts to 
understand the decision  taken. 

One piece of good news is that The County Council intend 
to keep their recycling centres open during the lockdown. This 
includes the Newton Abbot centre. 

 

COVID-19 Hardship Fund 

In association with Devon County Council, the District Council 
have launched a Local Hardship Fund to support those whose 
financial situation has been affected by the current pandemic and 
are now out of cash for basic essentials for their household. 

The COVID-19 Hardship Fund can provide financial   
assistance to help with basic necessities, household essentials, 
essential travel costs, utilities and other discretionary expenditure 
as a result of COVID-9. Applications are assessed on an          
individual basis. If your application is successful, payments will 
be arranged on your behalf and are not awarded in cash. The  
maximum award is Ã200. 

You may be eligible if: 

¶ you run your own business, and cannot currently 
trade/your business has been drastically reduced because 
of the pandemic 

¶ your employment situation has changed and your income 
no longer covers your essential needs 

¶ you have lost your job due to the COVID-19 outbreak 

¶ you have still not received expected government funding 
(i.e. self-employed) 

¶ you can demonstrate that you do not have accessible    
capital in excess of Ã500 

¶ you have not received financial assistance from another 
source for the same reason. 
If you are a resident and have been affected financially by 

Covid19, and can demonstrate a need for immediate short-term 
financial help, you can apply for a grant by completing the      
resident support form on Teignbridge District Councilôs website 
or you can phone the Coronavirus Hotline on 01626 215 512 for 
help to fill in an application form. 

 

Covid: Grants for businesses 

Businesses required to close in England due to local or national 
restrictions will be eligible for the following: 

¶ For properties with a rateable value of Ã15,000 or under, 
grants to be Ã1,334 per four weeks 

¶ For properties with a rateable value of over Ã15,000 and 
below Ã51,000, grants to be Ã2,000 per four weeks 

¶ For properties with a rateable value of Ã51,000 or over 
grants to be Ã3,000 per four weeks. 
The Government will also provide one-off funding to  

enable councils to support businesses who are a key part of the 
local economy. This will include grants for businesses without a 
business rating, those not forced to close but seriously impacted 
and funding for wider business support activities. 

We are currently awaiting further Government guidance 
on the eligibility criteria of these schemes. Please be aware that it 
could take several weeks until eligible businesses receive any 
grant funds. Keep an eye on the District Council website for    
details of when the scheme goes live and how to apply. 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/funding-support/covid-19-hardship-fund/
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter 
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