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Update on Chudleigh Christmas Fayre 

By now most people 

will probably be 
aware that, sadly, the 
Chudfest Committee 
have taken the      
inevitable decision to 
cancel the evening events on the first Thursday 
of December. 

Not all the festive activities have fallen 
foul of the dreaded virus though. 

Following the successful fundraising  
appeal in July, we have the money to pay    
Chudfest’s share of the Chudleigh Christmas 
Lights. Unfortunately, there will not be a   
switching on ceremony but Fore Street can   
sparkle this year. 

Father Christmas will be paying a visit to 
the Saturday markets on 5th and 12th December. 
Rudolph has also promised to make an           
appearance.  

Chudfest and the Youth Club are joining 
together to run a Raffle. It will be drawn at the 
Saturday market on 5th December (the nearest 
date to our traditional Christmas Fayre day). 
Tickets will be on sale from various outlets in 
November—please look out for posters in town 
and Facebook posts with details nearer the time. 

We are hoping that the Christmas      
Window competition will take place as usual.  

This publication is giving a platform to 

businesses and crafters with Christmas           
merchandise to sell [see pages 14-16. Ed.] In 
addition, Chudleigh Market also has some spare 
capacity for anyone who would like a stall on 
Thursday or Saturday mornings. Please contact 
Geoff, the market manager, on 07852173070 and 
book yourself a slot. He has had some interest 
already so don’t delay! 

We have some more ideas in the pipeline 
for Christmas activities and we will publicise 
these as soon as they are confirmed. 

Alison Neely 
Chair of Chudfest Christmas Committee. 

 

A huge thank you 
to our distribution 

sponsor,         
Webselect 

Useful websites and telephone numbers 
 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140 or email:                
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the Devon  County Council website 
by clicking here.  

 

 

No      
Christmas 
Fayre this 

year, but we 
will have 

lights—and 
Father 

Christmas 
will still pay 

a visit to 
Chudleigh 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
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From the Editor  

It’s been a tough year all round, and if the 

news at the moment is anything to go by, it 
doesn’t look like it’s going to get any easier 
for a little while yet. And while I feel sorry 
for anyone whose employment prospects 
are fragile, I’m particularly sensitive to the 
needs of the small business folk, the self-
employed who may be working on their 
own or in tiny teams, and have very little in 
the way of corporate support to fall back 
on. 

At the beginning of 2020, there were 
5.6 million micro businesses (employing 
between 0 and 9 people) in the UK. That’s 
a staggering 96% of all the businesses. I 
hate to think what the figures are going to 
be like by the time this is all over. (And 
that’s before we even think about the effect 
of Brexit.) 

So with this in mind, I was          
impressed by a post on Facebook recently 
from Allison Emmett, saying she was    
planning on buying as many of her    
Christmas presents as possible this year 
from her friends who run small businesses. 
It’s not a new idea; it pops up most years, 
but it seemed particularly relevant this 
year, and it’s a great way to support the 

local economy.  
Couple this with the cancellation of  

this year’s Christmas Fayre and Late Night 
Shopping event, and I started thinking 
about how Chudleigh Phoenix could help 
local businesses at this difficult time. We’ve 
already waived all advertising fees for the 
rest of the year, and many businesses have 
been taking advantage of this opportunity 
to post information about their goods and 
services all summer. 

But I wanted to do more. And hence 
the Virtual Christmas Market was born. 
For the next three months, we will be  
bringing you some great ideas for buying 
local this Christmas. And yes, I am offering   
special deals on all my books, too. Why 
not?  I run one of those 5.6 million micro 
businesses myself.  

Under normal circumstances, I’m 
one of those people who moans about 
Christmas appearing too early and going 
on too long. I never dress my tree before 
23rd December. And I try to avoid shops 

playing Christmas music until at least 1st 
December. But this year’s different. I   
reckon we all need a bit of cheering up. 
And if we’ve all got extra time on our 
hands, why not start those Christmas lists a 
bit earlier this time around? Take a look at 
pages 14-16 and see if there’s anything that 
takes your fancy. 

Have a great month. 
Kate 

October 2020 

Copy date Thursday 12th November for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or 
email us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .  The editor reserves the right to edit copy 
for considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the   
editor. 

Reminder:  
All advertising fees 
have been waived  

until the end of the 
year. What do YOU 

want to tell the  
people of Chudleigh 
about your business?  

Yet More Scams: The Need For Vigilance 

All summer, we’ve been highlighting the 

increasing number of scams catching    
people out at the moment. This month, 
there seem to be even more than ever. 
Here’s a round-up of the ones we’ve heard 
of. 

TV Licensing 

If you receive an email telling you your 
direct debit has not been processed and 
asking you to update your bank details, be 
very careful. Chances are this is not an  
official email and there is nothing wrong 
with your payments. 

Parcel Delivery Service (PDS) 

An email is doing the rounds, supposedly 
from Royal Mail and The Trading      
Standards Office about PDS, a fake       
delivery service. There are dire warnings 
about being charged £315 if you ring the 
phone number on the delivery notification 
card. This email is a hoax. It is a chain 
email. Just delete it; do not forward it to 
anyone else.  

Fake Parking Fines 

A local resident got an email recently    
saying he owed £12.49 in parking fines for 
somewhere he hadn’t been, in a vehicle not 
registered in his name. Failure to click and 
pay would apparently increase the fine to 

£40+ and result in a CCJ. 

Cat Tax Default 

A student in the Midlands received a call 
recently accusing him of defaulting on the 
purchase of car tax for a vehicle he sold last 
year. 

Tax Arrears 

Your editor received an automated call this 
week claiming her tax payments were in 
arrears and failure to click and pay would 
result in an arrest warrant being issued.  

For most people, these scams are obvious to 
spot and we just put down the phone or 
delete the offending email. But for the more 
vulnerable members of the community, they 
are yet another problem to be dealt with and 
can caused genuine anxiety and, in some 
cases, financial hardship. We should take 
every opportunity to expose these wicked 
scams and make sure no-one falls for them, 
or is worried by them. 

Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator 
 

Chris Webb 
email 

07968508451 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:chrswebb03@googlemail.com
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Chudleigh Notices 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force 

As restrictions change and requirements are not always clear, it is 

imperative that people only do what they are comfortable with. 
The government paused the shielding programme on 31st 

July. The implications of this are as follows: 
 

• the government is no longer advising you to shield 

• the support from the National 
Shielding Service of free food 
parcels, medicine deliveries and 
care has stopped 

• NHS Volunteer Responders will 
carry on delivering the food you 
buy, prescriptions and essential 
items to you if you need it 

• you will still be eligible for priori-
ty supermarket slots (if you registered by 17th July) 
  
It is recognised that some vulnerable residents may be 

anxious about stepping  outside again and adjusting to the    
changes.  Local support will continue with the Chudleigh Town 
Council's Helpline arranging Food Shopping Deliveries and    
Prescription Collections through our fantastic team of Chudleigh 
Community Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 01626 
853140. 

 

Town Hall News: Covid 19 Impact 
Impact on Town Council Offices 

The Town Council offices have been open 
since the beginning of August with at least 
one member of staff in the office each day. 
We have not publicised the re-opening     
because it is still our preference that the    
public contact us by telephone or email. 

From 7th September all staff returned 
to normal work patterns within the office rather than working 
from home. Then the government reversed its advice about return-
ing to the workplace and reverted to the stance that one should 
work from home if possible. While all the office staff can work 
from home to some degree the presence of significant numbers of 
hirers and the need to sanitise rooms after use requires there to be 
a staff presence. I am confident it is as safe as it can be to have 
two staff in at any one time as we can work from separate offices. 
Consequently, Diane will be in the office on her normal working 
days of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Amii will work 
from the office on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. I will work 
from the office on   Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.    

All staff have access to masks, visors, gloves and goggles. 
They also have access to copious quantities of hand sanitiser and 
disinfectant. 

We are offering all our normal services other than        
photo-copying. This will only be done if it is possible to do so 

without physical contact. 
From initial experiences it was clear some members of the 

public are struggling to maintain physical distancing.              
Consequently, we have fitted tensile barriers which block the  
entrances to the reception office and the Clerk’s office. 

The QR code poster is displayed at each entrance point to 
the building. 

All our hirers are aware of the need to maintain a record of 
the names and contact numbers for people attending their activity. 
Since all are operating by “invitation only” this is easy for them to 
achieve. 

We need to keep a record of all casual callers and        
contractors vising the building. This record consists of name,  
contact number, the time they arrive and the time they leave.   
Anyone refusing to give their contact details will be asked to 
leave the building forthwith.  

 

Impact on Town Hall Hirers 

Details of return dates for regular hirers can be seen in the table 
on page 6. 
 

• All hirers are operating by invitation only 

• All are aware of the need to keep contact details of      
attendees 

• All have/are completing risk assessments 

• All are aware that they need to sanitise common surfaces 
before and after their activity. 

• All our hirers are operating with a limit of six unless they 
are exempt from that limit. Educational use is exempt 
which allows the ballet dance and art classes to operate at 
larger numbers provided that physical distancing rules are 
observed. There was some confusion whether business 
users (effectively, all our keep fit activities) now needed to 
observe the limit of six. The advice on the You Gov    
website was, frankly, contradictory. NALC were equally 
uncertain and suggested I contact our insurers. They were 
content for exercise classes to continue outside the rule of 
six provided that a risk assessment is in place and physical 
distancing maintained. 

 

Impact on play parks and sporting activities 

The rule of six guidance was utterly unhelpful in that it stated, in 
general terms, that groups of children aged 12 and under could 
gather in groups without any limit on numbers. However, any-
body older was limited to a group of no more than six. If that was 
applied to our play parks it would be impossible to explain and 
equally impossible to police. Thankfully, the guidance on the 
opening of play parks and sporting activities has not been changed 
so we are carrying on as we have been. 
 

Impact on Council Meetings 

Early in the pandemic central government passed legislation 
which allowed councils to meet remotely rather than in person. 
This legislation expires in May 2021. 

The current advice from NALC is that they “strongly   
recommend” councils meet remotely rather than face to face.  
Until that advice changes I would be very reluctant to arrange any 
face to face meetings unless it is possible to wholly control who is 
attending. (continued on page 6) 
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Impact on Council Meetings  

(continued from page 3) The issue for councils is that our meetings 
have to be fully open to the public and there is no requirement for 
the public to advise us of their intention to attend. This means that 
we can never know with certainty how many members of the   
public will attend. This, in turn, makes it very difficult to set up a 
room with physical distancing of chairs and know that it will be 
adequate for the audience that attends. 

I think we will need to work on the assumption that we will 
be meeting remotely for most, if not all, of autumn and winter. 

 

Impact on Council Finances 

Our biggest losses have been on room hire income. We budgeted 
on having an income of around £50,000 in 2020/1. Even with the 
strong return of hirers I would still estimate that we will be      
between £25,000 and £30,000 short of that. 

In addition, we have incurred circa £2,100 in additional 
expenditure for PPE, cleaning products and to facilitate remote 
working by staff. 

There has been no real savings in utilities and cleaning 
costs. This is because the police, pre-school and staff were still 
working within the Town Hall so all parts of the building were still 
being used. 

Central government support has totalled £10,495 from the 
Small Business Grant Scheme and the Covid Rapid Response 
fund.  

These losses are off-set by the decision not to proceed with 
the VAS (saving £2,500) and savings in grass cutting earlier in the 
year (£2,000). I had set aside £2,440 for grass cutting at Palace 
Meadow which will not now be spent. This is close to £7,000 in 
definite savings. 

Money was set aside in the budget for youth activities 
(£6,500) and climate emergency (£4,000). Given the continuing 
limitations on activities created by the pandemic it must be     
problematical whether these funds will be spent. 

Overall, therefore, (and this is looking at a worst case   
scenario) our losses of £30,000 will be off-set by grants o£10,495 
and definite underspends of £7,000. There will be smaller        
underspends under other budget headings so it is likely that the 
true cost to us of the pandemic will be a little over £10,000. 

John Carlton , Town Clerk 
01626 853140 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Full Council  

There will be a meeting of the Full Town 
Council by Zoom, on Monday 2nd November 
at 7pm. Members of the public wishing to at-
tend this  meeting should email the Clerk at 
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01626 
853140 to be provided with instructions on how 
to enter the meeting. 
 

Community Grants 
Chudleigh Town Council would like to give local 

community groups the opportunity to apply for a 
grant. The Town Council has allocated funds 
within its budget under Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act which allows local councils to 
incur expenditure which, in their opinion, is in the 
interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, the 

Page 6 

Name of hirer Date of return Comments 

Michael    

Bowman:   

Valuations 

13/07/2020 Appointment only 

Michael    

Bowman:   

Auctions 

26/09/2020 

Virtual auction with his team 

using the Large Hall and 

viewing by appointment only 

Pilates 07/09/2020   

Folk Music & 

Dance 
07/09/2020 Music only at present 

UK Get Active 07/09/2020   

FISH 
Potential return 

in January 2021 

Awaiting guidance from 

school 

The bingo 

groups 
No date set 

Will be one of the last to 

return 

Rosemary 

Woodwark 
09/09/2020   

Teign Valley 

Dance 
12/09/2020   

Chudleigh  

Artists 
No date set 

Committee will meet shortly 

to discuss 

Pensioners 

Association 
No date set   

Sew ‘n’ Sew 07/08/2020   

Birthday parties   None yet booked 

Amenity     

Society 
Apr-21   

Bell Ringers Jan-21   

History Group 05/02/2021   

James Tatum 

Art Classes 
19/09/2020   

Loose Cannons No date set   

Film Society Apr-21   

New Pilates 07/09/2020 New booking 

Spanish &  

Italian classes 
22/09/2020   

Tai Chi 28/07/2020   

Patchwork & 

Quilting 
22/07/2020   

Terrier Club 10/08/2020   

Belly dancing Jan-21   

Thursday yoga 13/08/2020   

Woolly Friends 
When the rule of 

6 is lifted 
  

Monday yoga 14/09/2020   

Writers’ Circle No date set   

Teign Fisheries 23/09/2020   

WI No date set   

Paula         

Bowen-Scott 
25/09/2020   

Marvellous 

Mums 
Oct-20   

Child minders Oct-20   

Town Hall Hirers: Latest Situation                              

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
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town or all or some of its inhabitants. 
 

Who can apply? 

• The organisation must be based in the Town Council area 
with a membership of predominantly Chudleigh residents 

• The organisation will be required to submit a copy of its 
constitution and latest accounts. If the organisation does 
not prepare annual accounts, copies of bank statements 
covering the previous six months will need to be provided. 

• Groups making applications will be expected to       
demonstrate that other sources of funding have been sought 
prior to application. 
 

How to apply 

Application forms can be obtained from the town Council 
office. Alternatively, telephone John Carlton on 01626 853140 or 
e mail clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk. 

Applications should be submitted by Friday 31st October 
2020. The Council will inform applicants of the result of their 
application by 31st January 2021. 

The Town Council reserves the right to verify the details 
supplied in any application. 

Successful applicants will be expected to have spent any 
grant awarded within 12 months. An income and expenditure 
statement and appropriate receipts will need to be submitted to the 
Council on completion of the project. The applicant will be      
required to return the whole or a proportion of the grant to the 
Town Council if the purpose of the grant for some reason fails. 

The award of grants is entirely at the discretion of the 
Town Council, whose decision is final. The Council will not enter 
into any correspondence regarding any decision made. 

 

Proposed Parking Restrictions 
The Town Council has for the last couple of years been pursuing 

restrictions on parking on Parade in the area around Coburg    
Crescent and the Rock Road chicane. Devon County Council are 
now advertising the proposed restrictions, something they are  
required to do before they can introduce a new traffic order. This 
allows those who do not want the restrictions to happen to lodge 
an objection. 

The draft order, order being amended, plan & statement of 
reasons may be viewed at http://devon.cc/tro from 15th October 
until 19th November. If you do not have access to the internet you 
can phone 0345 155 1004 for more details. Please note that phone 
lines may be busy due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Objections to the proposed traffic order and other         
comments specifying the proposal and the grounds on which they 
are made must be in writing to: Devon County Council, County 
Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QD or via http://devon.cc/tro 
to arrive by 19th November 2020. If you make a submission be 
aware that contact details and points contributed may be made 
publicly available in accordance with our legal   obligations.    
Receipt of submissions may not be acknowledged but those     
received will be considered and may be shared within Devon 
County  Council and our partners. Further information on personal 
data by clicking here.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Right, the proposed parking restrictions in the area 
around Coburg Crescent and the Rock Road chicane 

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://devon.cc/tro
http://devon.cc/tro
https://devon.cc/troprivacy


 

 

Chudleigh Notices 

October 2020 

Chudleigh Together 
 
 

Chudleigh Together is looking for volunteers who might have 
a spare hour once a week or fortnight. Anyone over 18 with an   
interest in people please! 

 We run a local befriending scheme, Chudleigh Together, 
which aims to link volunteers with local residents who feel      
isolated. They could be new parents, people recently discharged 
from hospital, those experiencing mental health challenges or  
finding their mobility is restricted, or people affected by a host of 
other factors that can affect our ability to meet with others,      
particularly since the onset of Coronavirus in 2020.  

Chudleigh Together has a steering group and we run the 
scheme in partnership with Volunteering in Health (ViH). We 
accept referrals directly or through ViH. Our volunteers have DBS 
checks and we run a regular support and training group. We have 
had training sessions on volunteering guidelines, domestic abuse, 
hearing loss, dementia and crisis intervention.  

Since the outbreak of Covid-19 we are mainly in touch 
with residents by phone (or internet if they wish). We do carry out 
some visits, on agreement and socially distant, for example outside 
the home. We can keep in touch by day or in the evening,      
whenever suits the person. We aim to find a way for the person to 
explore their interests and obtain assistance from relevant        
organisations if needed. Again, much of this is currently restricted 
but we can help to develop interests through library resources and 
online groups, working closely with Migs Atkinson and the Home 
Library Service. 

Since we began in late 2018, we have received 42 referrals 
from Volunteering in Health, Connecting Communities, Chudleigh 
T.C. Covid Task Force, GPs and Social Prescribers, and local  
organisations and residents. We have eleven volunteers visiting 
residents currently and need more so that we can respond to the 
increasing number of referrals. We would also like help with a 
Facebook page. 

If you think you might be interested in becoming a  
volunteer please contact Mary Anne McFarlane, Co-ordinator, 
on 01626 852002, maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com for a chat. 
 

Remembrance 2020 
The Remembrance service will be in the Parish 

Church at 10.45am on Sunday 8th November, with 
social distancing. Following the church  service there 
will be the traditional parade to the war memorial for 
a short service and wreath laying at midday. A road 
closure will be in place. The police will attend to 
ensure the maintenance of the Rule of Six. Wreaths 
will be laid outside the War Memorial railings and will be moved 
inside later on. 

The Poppy Appeal will be much reduced this year. No door 
to door collections will be conducted and of course no coffee 
morning. However, several of our retail outlets will have poppies 
and pins available and Alan Brunton will man an RBL stall on  
market days from 22nd October to 7th November. A variety of 
Poppy Appeal merchandise will be available including Victory in 
Europe pins, 2020 pins, wooden crosses and poppies. Wreaths can 
also be obtained by ringing Alan in advance on 852714.  

Our Chudleigh collection for 2020 will obviously be down 
on previous years because of current restrictions but Alan is sure 
we will do the best we can. 

Cancer Lifeline South West 
Spaces are still available for our fully-funded creative support 

groups for those who are close to someone who has cancer. The 
groups will meet weekly for ten sessions. Two groups will be  
offered within Devon, at locations to suit attendees. In view of the 
current restrictions, an online option is also available. For more 
information, contact Amy on 07792217365. 

 

Selling Masks For Charity 
Huge thanks to Anne Jenkins who has 

been raising   money not only for her own 
charity, Bags of Hope, but also for Cancer 
Lifeline South West throughout the      
pandemic. To date, more than £500 has 
been donated to CLSW. 

The stall can be found outside 
Chudleigh Town Hall every Saturday from 
9am until 12.30pm, selling cotton face 
masks, all made with love, in different designs and patterns. Plus 
tote bags, skin balm and other items.  

Masks are £5 each (£3.50 kids’). And with Halloween, 
Remembrance Sunday, and Christmas coming up in the next few 
weeks, look out for special designs to brighten our faces.  

Donna Cook  
07972 911053 

Page 8 
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Chudleigh Pre-School 

 
 

U3A Update 
Not since March has the Chudleigh U3A 

been able to hold regular meetings due to 
the pandemic and it begins to look as 
though it will be some time in the future 
before we can start these again. However several of the interest 
groups have managed to maintain some level of activity mostly via 
the magic of Zoom and in the case of the Photography group by 
sharing images on line. 

Because of the absence of normal monthly and group  
meetings the committee had already decided to delay the due date 
for subscriptions to January 2021 and now, because of the ongoing 
lack of meetings, the date has been further delayed to October 
2021. Any new members joining the U3A would benefit from a 
“free” period of membership. 

There are likely to be experiments with holding monthly 
meetings on Zoom. 

Martin Farrant 
 

Sue Partington’s Memorial 

And, if you are thinking of volunteering, here’s a note of      
encouragement from a current committee member: 
 

“I joined the Pre-school committee back in February... 
when none of us could have predicted the pressure and         
instability the setting would face in the coming months. I am 
extremely proud to have been able to offer a tiny element of 
guidance to the pre-school through the Committee Zoom    
meetings. As a parent I have a vested interest in the success of 
preschool, but also as a member of the Chudleigh community it 
has been a real privilege to play a part too. 

In more normal times I look forward to being able to 
support the bake sales, Late Night Christmas Shopping        
fundraisers etc, but for now, ensuring the Pre-School is able to 
continue to thrive in our community, through the uncertainty of 
Covid, is our priority! I’d encourage you to sign up; by law the 
Pre-school must have a functioning committee; I can honestly 
say the fantastic efforts of the Pre-School team mean your    
contribution can be light touch from a time perspective, but will 
still be hugely valuable.” 

Charlotte Hall 
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Fairtrade 

Christmas is coming… 

Maybe this year more than ever we want to 
buy presents and foods differently and sustainably so 
why not think about Traidcraft and the Fairtrade 
products they sell? The autumn  catalogue is out now 
with the Christmas one due shortly. There’s so much 
to choose from with gifts, foods, cards, homewares and of course 
those everyday household necessities which have the environment 
at heart. Also here in Chudleigh, Dandelion has a range of 
Fairtrade gifts from Earth Squared and others. 

So by purchasing quality products that have the producers 
and care of our world central too, your gifts will have added  
meaning this year. Contact Margaret Parsons 852740 if you would 
like a Traidcraft catalogue.  

 

Did You Know? 

Nestle have decided that from 
the end of October they are not going 
to use Fairtrade sugar and cocoa in 
their two and four biscuit KitKats. So 
what, we might say, or does it matter?  
The taste to us won’t be affected but 
the farmers on the receiving end of this 
decision certainly will be. It will mean a loss of £2million in 
Fairtrade premium to Cooperatives in Cote d’Ivoire, Fiji, and  
Malawi representing 27,000 small scale producers. The Fairtrade 
premium paid to the Co-ops over the last 10 years provides a real 
lifeline, giving them the power to decide how to spend their    
income, such as education, dispensaries, programmes for women 
to diversify their income, prepare for  climate change. During this 
covid-19 pandemic they have been able to buy PPE, hand        
sanitisers and support families and raise awareness. At the       
moment there’s no transparency about Nestle’s actions and in 
Malawi and Fiji they will stop buying the cane  sugar altogether so 
producers will not only lose the Fairtrade premium but their    
market too. So if you are buying chocolate, think of those who 
have produced the ingredients and think twice about KitKat.   

 All rather ironic when people are campaigning for Black 
Lives Matter. 

Margaret Parsons 

20’s Plenty 
There’s a growing call for a 20mph speed limit in towns and  

villages, and Chudleigh is no exception. Speed limits are set by 
DCC Highways and nothing can be done officially until the     
current trial is completed in Newton Abbot. 

However, there are many people who think drivers should 
be encouraged to slow down voluntarily. And this thought is being 
expressed via posters appearing around town at the moment. 

Chudleigh Notices 
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 TDC Updates 
Teignbridge District Council has issued 

four update bulletins in the past month. 
The first, on Friday 18th September   
includes an appeal to follow the Rule of 
Six in order to keep Covid-19 infection rates down; plus TDC’s 
opposition to the proposed changes in calculation of housing   
requirements. It can be accessed by  clicking here. 

The second, on Friday 25th September, includes items on  
the flu jab; and plans for a major hotel chain in Teignmouth. It can 
be accessed by clicking here. 

The third, on Friday 2nd October, includes details of how 
TDC maintained service delivery during the pandemic; and the 
Green Home Grants scheme. It can be accessed by clicking here. 

The fourth, on Friday 9th October, includes a reminder that 
we all need to play our part in stopping the spread of the virus; the 
opportunity to be part of an independent review of councillor  
allowances; the new Test and Trace Payment Scheme; and      
tackling beach erosion. You can access it by clicking here. 

 

Teignbridge CVS 
The latest newsletter is 

available now. It includes 
news on upcoming forums, 
webinars and training;  
coronavirus guidance and 
resources; funding advice; and more. You can access it by clicking 
here. 
 

TDC Councillors’ Report 
Cllrs Evans and Keeling issued a joint 

report for October covering the biennial 
review of the Planning Validation 
Guide; a warning to check on the     
credentials of companies claiming to be registered under the Green 
Homes Scheme; test and trace support payments; local restrictions 
support grants; the Covid-19 app; ecological emergency actions; 
and more. You can download the full report from the CP website 
by clicking here. 

DCC Updates 
Devon County Council has issued five 

update bulletins in the past month. The 
first, on Friday 18th September, covers: 
testing numbers rise in Devon as          
confirmed cases fall; businesses urged to 
prepare for NHS COVID-19 app; advice for parents and carers to 
help keep schools safe; how is COVID-19 impacting carers?; and 
the Kickstart Grant Scheme reopening for tourism sector         
applications. You can access this bulletin by clicking here. 

The second, on Friday 25th September, covers: Devon's 
data shows a rise in COVID-19 cases; download the new NHS 
COVID-19 app; new national restrictions as alert level rises to 4; 
Do it for Devon to avoid more restrictions; new package to      
support and enforce self-isolation; record numbers offered flu 
vaccine; and are you well connected? This bulletin can be        
accessed by clicking here. 

The third, on Friday 2nd October, covers: testing figures 
increase; additional measures for University of Exeter students; 
quit smoking and breathe easier; why self-isolating is vital; advice 

for car sharing; libraries play an essential part in local recovery; 
and spread the cost of your tax bill. This bulletin can be accessed 
by clicking here. 

The fourth, on Friday 9th October, covers: situation in 
Exeter planned for; we're not near lockdown yet; Team Devon 
urges people not to be complacent; in the know about the        
numbers; face coverings now compulsory on school transport; and 
urgent economic recovery plan unveiled. This bulletin can be  
accessed by clicking here. 

The latest bulletin, on Wednesday 14th October, was    
issued following the new three tier system of restrictions, in order 
to explain what it means for us in Devon. You can access this one 
by clicking here. 

 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business 

Growth Hub is available now. Including details of the Country 
Productivity Small Grants Scheme; cyber security for small    
businesses; and Corona Virus Business Support, it can be accessed 
by clicking here. 

 

Devon and Cornwall Police 
We've produced the below advice to remind you of your rights 

and responsibilities while cycling on the highway to ensure you 
travel safely and legally.  We want all road users to share the roads 
sensibly and show mutual respect to each other. [To read small 
font, click on + sign in header to increase magnification. Ed.]  

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2a14498
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2a2826a
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2a3d145
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/2a4617e
https://mailchi.mp/1e5b73c8086b/teignbridge-cvs-update-7886808?e=0326771124
https://mailchi.mp/1e5b73c8086b/teignbridge-cvs-update-7886808?e=0326771124
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/District-Councillors-Lorraine-Evans-Richard-Keelings-Report-to-Chudleigh-Town-Hennock-Parish-Council-October-2020-.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2a10c80
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2a26301
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2a3a3d3
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2a50237
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2a5c04f
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-4526748?e=9447d6f21c
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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Respecting the Rule of Six 
Residents and visitors in Devon and Cornwall are 

being urged to continue to play their part and   
prevent the spread of coronavirus after new      
regulations have come into effect making it illegal 
for groups of more than six people to gather     
socially. 

In order to prevent the spread of COVID-
19, the rule of six means that anyone gathering in a 
group of more than six people in any inside or outside place will 
be dispersed and could be subject to a £100 fine if they refuse to 
comply. 

Devon and Cornwall Police will maintain the approach of 
4Es to the new legislation using engagement, education and    
encouragement to ask members of the public to comply with the 
regulations. Enforcement remains a final option. 

Assistant Chief Constable Glen Mayhew said: “Preventing 
the spread of COVID-19 is a shared effort and police will play a 
part alongside the Government, businesses, hospitality owners, 
local authorities and others. 

“The change to COVID-19 legislation, and subsequent 
change in the law, means everyone has a legal responsibility to 
play their part and not gather in a group of more than six people.  

“The new rules are clear. We all have a personal           
responsibility for following them to help stop of the spread of a 
deadly virus.” 

There are some exceptions to these rules, including if   
everyone in the group is a member of the same household or two 
linked households. 

The new regulations do not refer to schools or other   
childcare, education or training, the workplace, for voluntary  
charitable purposes or providing support to a vulnerable person. 

The regulations do apply to the majority of public spaces, 
whether indoors or outdoors. 

Gatherings of more than six, but no more than thirty, may 
be permitted at weddings or civil partnerships, funerals and other 
religious or belief-based life cycle ceremonies. 

Police will have the ability to issue an on the spot £100 
fixed penalty notice, which can rise to a maximum of £3,200 for 
repeat offending. 

Assistant Chief Constable Mayhew added: “Demands on 
Devon & Cornwall Police, and the police service in general, are 
back to pre-COVID levels, making it even more important that 
people respect the change in the law and take personal             
responsibility. 

I hope that we do not need to enforce the legislation as 
people understand the importance of the measures to keep us all 
safe. In the circumstances where police do engage with a group, I 
hope they all disperse and we do not need to issue a fine, but the 
powers are there should officers need them. 

“The pandemic has not gone away and everyone must play 
their part to protect themselves, their families and our              
communities. 

“I know we are seeing large numbers of younger people 
returning to universities in our region and campus life is likely to 
be very different with these measures. The work of universities 
and student groups to prepare for the year ahead highlights how 
we can all adapt” 

“But I would ask everyone to respect yourself, others and 
comply with the law to make Devon and Cornwall a safe place for 
all.” 

If members of the public are concerned that the law is  
being broken or they are experiencing anti-social behaviour, they 

can report this to Devon and Cornwall Police. We will consider 
the most appropriate response and will target the most problematic 
behaviour. Reports should be made through online reporting  
wherever possible via.   

Full details of the guidance can be found on the           
Government website. 

You can also visit our frequently asked questions page 
which is updated regularly.  
 

Pavement Parking: A public consultation 
Many towns and cities were not designed to 

accommodate today’s high traffic levels; and 
at some locations, especially in residential 
areas with narrow roads and no driveways, 
the pavement is the only place to park    
without obstructing the carriageway.      
However, irrespective of whether pavement 
parking is deemed necessary, there are    
inherent dangers for all pedestrians; being forced onto the        
carriageway and into the flow of traffic. This is particularly     
difficult for people with sight or mobility impairments, and those 
with prams or buggies. While resulting damage to the pavement 
and verges is, uppermost, a trip hazard, maintenance and personal 
injury claims are also a cost to local authorities. 

Since 1974, parking on pavements, with certain            
exceptions, has been prohibited in Greater London. Exemptions at 
specific locations can be permitted through an administrative  
resolution and indicated by traffic signs. The reverse applies    
elsewhere in England, where parking on pavements and verges is 
permitted unless specifically prohibited by a local authority (either 
street-by-street or zonally); the prohibition requiring a formal 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). The Department For Transport 
(DfT) is currently running a project looking at how the TRO   
legislative framework can be improved, to make TROs easier to 
implement, including for pavement parking. 

As part of its wider agenda to improve accessible transport, 
the DfT’s commitment to review the laws on pavement parking 
was featured in its Inclusive Transport Strategy and Cycling and 
Walking Investment Strategy safety review. Last year, the DfT 
completed an exercise to gather evidence on the problems      
pavement parking causes, the effectiveness of current legislation, 
and the case for reform. 

To further develop its understanding of the pavement  
parking problem, the DfT is seeking our views on: 

 

• whether its ongoing work (Option 1), explained in more 
detail below, to improve the TRO process, under which 
local authorities can already prohibit pavement parking, is 
sufficient and proportionate to tackle pavement parking 
where it is a problem; or if not: 

• which of 2 specific options you prefer. These were      
identified in the department’s review of the pavement 
parking problem, and echoed by the Transport Committee; 
are aimed at providing better tools for local authorities. 
These options, explained in more detail in this consultation 
document, are: 

• legislative change to allow local authorities with civil 
parking enforcement (CPE) powers to enforce 
against ‘unnecessary obstruction of the pavement’ 
(Option 2), or: 

• legislative change to introduce a London-style    

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/advice/covid-19-coronavirus/
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pavement parking prohibition throughout England 
(Option 3). 

• any alternative proposals you may have for managing 
pavement parking 

 
The DfT recognises that there are pros and cons for each of 

the options, and your responses on each will inform how this issue 
should be addressed. 

 

How to respond 

The consultation period began on 31st August and will run 
until 22nd November so ensure your response arrives before the 
closing date. If you would like alternative formats (Braille, audio 
CD, and so on), contact pavement.parking@dft.gov.uk. 

You may respond via: 
 

• the online survey, our preferred method 

• by downloading the response form and emailing  it to pave-
ment.parking@dft.gov.uk 

• emailing pavement.parking@dft.gov.uk directly 
 

The full consultation document can be viewed by clicking here.  

 

Test and Trace 
This is a public health  
message from NHS Test 

and Trace 

As part of the government’s 

coordinated response to       
Coronavirus, NHS Test and Trace has developed the new NHS 
COVID-19 app. 

It is now available for download to all residents of England 
and Wales. We strongly recommend that everyone over the age of 
16 downloads and uses it. 

Download the ‘NHS COVID-19’ app from the App Store 
or Google Play. There is more information by clicking here. 

The app will help you to understand and manage your  
personal risk and reduce the spread of Coronavirus. The more  
people who use it, the more effective it will be. 

The app requires operating system 13.5 or above if you 
have an Apple iPhone. It requires Android 6.0 or above if you 
have an Android phone. If your smartphone is not compatible, you 
can still access full support from the NHS Test and Trace service. 

 

NCVO 
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations 

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice 
and funding news. You can register to receive these 
bulletin by clicking here.  

 

Employer Support 
You can get information on Covid-19 business 

support on the Government website, by clicking 
here. And you can find full   details of help and 
support available from HMRC by clicking here. 
 

Gills Greengrocers 
 

New opening hours:  

9.30am to 4pm,  

Monday to Saturday 

 

Chudleigh Laundrette 
Hello Chudleigh! As it gets darker and wetter 
and your teens are out looking for shelter, can 
I just remind everyone that THIS YEAR they 
CANNOT congregate in the Laundrette.  
Customers only, one at a time. 

Alice Boston 

 

Kingsley House 
We are very excited to announce the   

opening of The Hummingbird cafe from 
Wednesday 14th October.  You can find us 
in the back garden at Kingsley House with 
access down the side road and into the    
garden. We will be serving Barista style 
coffee, yoghurt and granola, buddha bowls, 
flatbreads, cakes, pastries. You can find all information at 
www.thehummingbird.uk 

Claire and the team 

 

James Tatum Art Classes 
Additional dates for classes in Chudleigh: 24th/25th October (for 

which a few places are still remaining) and 4th/5th December.    
For October's workshop I will be demonstrating how to 

make strong, dynamic landscape paintings by using the materials 
in creative ways (including acrylics, ink, charcoal, crayons, etc. 
and by taking risks.  We will be exploring the role of spontaneity 
in making paintings. Below is a sketch book page of rapid   
sketches which I use to find the optimum compositions for    
movement and energy. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
As a result of Covid-19 guidelines and restrictions, I have 

reduced the number of participants to a maximum of 9 people.  In 
this way, we can maintain more than 2 metres social distancing. 

James Tatum 

Chudleigh Businesses 

mailto:pavement.parking@dft.gov.uk
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/2XI2G/
mailto:pavement.parking@dft.gov.uk
mailto:pavement.parking@dft.gov.uk
mailto:pavement.parking@dft.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/managing-pavement-parking/pavement-parking-options-for-change
https://covid19.nhs.uk
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/email-updates
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmrc-webinars-email-alerts-and-videos
http://www.thehummingbird.uk
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Temple Spa 

If you want gorgeous gifts, beautifully packaged in                 

environmentally friendly boxes that look and feel incredible—with 
the most amazing contents that smell like the spa and transform 
your skin and space, then you are in the right place! 

Who in your life likes a pamper? Think it might be most of 
us! Temple Spa is a luxury skincare brand and we have some 
beautiful seasonal gifts for you or your loved ones. Beauty is not 
just for the girls; boys can use it too! I have a beautiful range of 
gifts for you and I’m sure you’ll find the right gift for someone 
special. If you’d like a brochure, please contact me on 07786 
240091 or visit my Facebook page Allison Emmett at Temple Spa. 
You could go one better than just a brochure though, I’m currently 
taking bookings for the online seasonal class. All you need to do is 
contact to arrange a date, you invite anyone who loves a spa    
experience and a pamper and I’ll take care of the rest. I will send 
some lovely products to everyone and we will talk you through a 
lovely facial and I will show you all the lovely seasonal products. 
These classes are a really lovely way to connect with friends and 
family without having to tidy up!! 

Allison Emmett 
 

Sew with Rachel 
I have lots of in-person or online workshops available now and 

coming up soon. You could learn the absolute basics of sewing, or 
if you've done a little sewing before, make a PE style rucksack, 
boxy toiletry bag, lined tote bag, cushion cover with piped edge 
and invisible zip, or some Christmas decorations.  There’ll also be 
lots of new workshops in the New Year—including pyjama     
trousers and a stretch knit top. 

So if you'd like to take your first steps with sewing, brush 
up on some rusty skills, or maybe treat someone you love to a 
workshop for Christmas, let me know! 

For more details, please see my website. 
Rachel Parker 

Christmas Market 

https://www.facebook.com/TempleSpa.AllisonEmmett
https://rachel-parker.wixsite.com/mysite/workshops.
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Izzy and Bear 

Huxbear Vineyard 
There haven’t been many reasons to celebrate this year so let’s 

make this Christmas extra festive with Huxbear! 
Whether you’re looking for wine to accompany those  

special meals or gifts to give to loved ones, we have a wine for the 
occasion! All wines are grown, made and bottled on the Huxbear 
Estate here in Devon. The Classic Sparkling is made from the 
three Champagne varieties and has had 24 months lees aging, 
making it the perfect wine with which to celebrate. Other wines 
available include Corbinian which partners really well with 
Christmas dinner, a fruity still rosé called Callisto, or, if you fancy 
something a little different, try the Orange Wine—perfect as an 
apéritif or with cheese! Alternatively, gift vouchers for vineyard 
tours are available and make perfect presents! 

Don't forget Huxbear offer free delivery to Chudleigh and 
anywhere within 10 miles of the vineyard, plus 10% off for NHS 
and Emergency Services employees using code SERVICES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phoenix Gastropub Restaurant  

Rachel Jaques Design 

Christmas Market 
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Elizabeth Ducie: Author 
Signed paperbacks make great  

stocking fillers for the readers in your 
life. There are special deals available 
on all my novels; my collection of 
short stories and travel writing; and if 
you’ve got any writers on your    
present list, there’s The Business of 
Writing series of how-to manuals. 

Check out the Christmas Specials page on my website, 
bringing all my offers together in one place. There’s no postage 
charge for deliveries in Chudleigh. And I even offer a gift      
wrapping service. 

Chudleigh Post Office 
 

In stock now: 

 

Christmas Cards by Ling 

Design 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amity Veterinary Care 

 
Busy Bee Care Company 

 
Busy bee has spaces available for care; please feel free to contact 

me. COVID-19 clear. Have checks regularly. 

Joanne 

Christmas Market Local Businesses 

 

http://elizabethducieauthor.co.uk/my-books/christmas-specials/
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 Monthly Musings 
We had our flu jabs last month & as we 

drove away from the surgery we were met by 
the delightful sight of half a dozen little girls 
in their sugar-pink tutus. They were hurrying 
towards their ballet classes in the Town Hall, 
perhaps inspired by that star of books & 
screen: Angelina Ballerina Mouseling. The 
name says it all—she is a mouse with      
ambitions to be a ballerina. She follows in the 
long literary tradition of humanising animals 
to portray the ups and downs of life that every child encounters, 
whether they share Angelina’s aspirations or not.  

I could hardly believe it when the 
Council installed a beautiful new floor & huge 
wall mirror in the upstairs hall; I couldn’t  
resist (when I was alone) trying some easy 
exercises at the barre and a few pirouettes 
across the shiny boards. As a school-girl, 
when my friends were crazy about ponies, I 
was practicing my plies, grande battements & 
port de bras. These days I’m more likely to be  
performing my ballet exercises underwater as 
my form of aquarobics—much easier than on 
dry land.             

When I had my own daughters, it was 
my turn to make the tutus & costumes for 
dance displays very similar to the ones we’ve 
enjoyed watching in the marquee at Chudfest. I 
also took great delight in sharing one of my 
favourite childhood reads with them, Ballet 
Shoes by Noel Streatfield. This is the story of 
three orphan girls called Pauline, Petrova & 
Posy Fossil and their struggles to get into 
‘show business’ in order to make money for 
their upkeep. The foibles  & strengths of their 
contrasting characters are sympathetically portrayed through a 
captivating story, so that it is easy to identify with one or all of 
them as the story unfolds.   

 I always took any opportunity to 
see live, professional performances—from 
early visits to Covent Garden with my 
mother to watching the visiting companies 
that came to the Northcott  in Exeter, The 
Theatre Royal, Plymouth and The Princess 
at Torquay. My first love is the romantic, 
classical ballets but I have also enjoyed 
some moving & exciting avent garde    
ballets at the Dance Studio at Dartington 
Hall & even the Guild Hall at Totnes. 

 Ballet provided my introduction to 
classical music, from Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and Nutcracker, 
through the poignant Dying Swan of Saint-Saëns, the historic shift 
to Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring and onto the introduction of ballet 
into Hollywood  movies with the help of Gene Kelly and the   
exciting music of Leonard Bernstein. Did all this appeal to me    
because I’m a romantic, or did my love of ballet shape my       
appreciation of the arts? 

 Now that we are denied the excitement of live theatre, 
technology comes into its own & I’m looking forward to the usual 
winter programme of ballet on TV. I downloaded Matthew 
Bourne’s Swan Lake some time ago and find it so exciting. I often 
dip into my favourite bits, long or short. I especially enjoy the 

nightclub scene. You can see from the 
photo, the colourful costumes &       
provocative poses could be from West 
Side Story rather than the classic Swan 
Lake.     

  As we were introduced to the 
eye-popping innovations of the 21st 
century, it is possible to compare the 
reactions some of us had to these      
challenges to our views of ballet, to the 
effect the choreography of Dhiagelev, the music of Stravinsky & 
the cubist design of Picasso had when they worked together at the 
Ballets Russes, more than a hundred years ago. I do admire such 
brave, creative people.  

Matthew Bourne’s adaptations of 
beloved classic ballets also reminds me of 
some of the Shakespeare plays which I’ve 
seen over the decades. Some reset our     
approach to certain plays &  reminded us of 
the reasons for Shakespeare’s eternal      
relevance. But many, although being in tune 
with their times, and maybe influencing  
subsequent productions, haven’t I think, 
stood the test of time.  

 
Stay safe & keep well. 

C.S.  
P.S.  I still have my ballet shoes but sadly no longer my lovely red 
tap shoes.        
 

Red Earth Opera 
This month was to have seen the second   

appearance this year of Red Earth Opera in 
Chudleigh. However, the current situation  
prevents that; which means, with the loss of 
the March (postponed to May) programme as 
well, this year has been opera-free. Musical 
Director, Jane Anderson-Brown, has hopes for 
a Spring 2021 event, and is talking to a couple of venues about the 
possibilities of a reduced performance of some sort. 

In the meantime, a reduced size company, including    
singers from Chudleigh, performed an open air concert last month 
in Torquay. A documentary film of the event has been loaded on 
YouTube and can be accessed by clicking here. 

Jane, who is also a performer and music teacher, has been 
uploading songs and vocal exercises on her YouTube Channel, as 
well as videos for her piano students.  This   video is the result of a 
challenge from her son, Andy.  He thought the music used for the 
circus entry of clowns appropriate for the times! 

 

Silver Sunday 
Silver Sunday started in 2012 and has 

gained widespread support since. The aim is 
to turn it into a national day matching   
Mothering Sunday and Fathers' Day, estab-
lishing a day when we think about older people. This year it was 
on 4th October, which means we’ve missed it! But in this strange 
year when none of us is spending as much time as we would like 
with our friends and family, why not pick up the phone and check 
on your older neighbours? Especially if you’ve not seen them for a 
while. Just to make sure they’re okay. 

On A Lighter Note... 

 

https://youtu.be/9cjg3bBHfos
https://youtu.be/TcWwy9Fo9X4
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Con Club Arts Festival Review 
A month ago, on successive evenings, up 
to forty Chudleigh folk shared the     
pleasures of live entertainment in the  
idyllic summer garden setting of Orchard Tea Gardens at Old  
Pottery Court. There was a programme catering to a variety of 
tastes—something for children, popular music, drama & comedy.  

After the many changes to our lives across the long Spring 
& Summer of 2020, it was a joy to be able to mix with friends & 
neighbours again. Not only that, but, as a backdrop we watched 
the sky change colours as the sun set and dimpsy turned to      
starlight. As the acts got into their stride the lighting came on & 
created an even more magical setting.  

The week began with ‘Beatrix Potter’ sitting on cushions 
& rugs under a tree, reading some of her favourite tales while 
some of her audience enjoyed a cream tea. The focus for four of 
the other acts, was a  gazebo edged & filled with fairy lights & 
backed by changing coloured lights in the flower beds. The first of 
these was one of my favourites, La Vie en Rose. This               
accomplished quintet played exactly what we expected—the   
Gypsy-jazz sounds of the Hot Club of France with memories of 
Stephane Grappelli & Django Reinhardt.  

Broadway under the Stars provided an evening of familiar 
hits from the musicals. Whilst the audience were still trying to 
convince themselves the summer wasn’t over yet—one woman 
was wearing shorts—the young soprano was obviously expecting 
a cold evening as she wore a cream, fitted coat trimmed with large 
fur collar & cuffs. The other purely musical evening was provided 
by Opera Al Fresco. We were treated to various familiar arias 
(with which a few Chudleigh choir members sitting near me, 
couldn’t resist joining in) and a bit of updated Gilbert & Sullivan.  

Drama was represented by The Comedy of Errors. From 
the posters I thought I was in for a Blues Brothers influence but it 
was actually Two Tone music & black & white costumes. Loads 
of fun & slapstick humour making full use of the garden. Another 
great night out. 

 Finally, I must report on an entirely unexpected visitor to 
our sleepy little town—Kit Hesketh-Harvey. No longer as half of 
Kit & the Widow but Kit & McConnell. Their sophisticated act & 
interaction with the audience was an absolute delight, with camp 
performances, erudite, witty scripts and superb renditions of their 
original material. I must admit they are a very well-matched pair. 
If you missed them or have never heard of them, do check them 
out on YouTube.  

I’m sure I’m not the only one to have been given a real lift 
by this happy surprise at the end of summer, right here in the   
middle of Chudleigh. Alas, I have several friends, who for one 
reason or another, missed out on this opportunity to meet again as 
a large group of friends & neighbours in a delightful setting with 
excellent entertainment. So, many thanks to Ian Trafford & his 
family for sharing their talents, expertise & technical know-how to 
bring us a bit of show biz glamour at a time when it was sorely 

needed, and please, 
can I ask, will you 
do it again? 

Carole Smart 

 
Have you ever thought of joining? Membership is now open. 

Join for just £7.50, get membership until 31st December 2021 
and avoid the joining/rejoining fee which is being introduced 
from 1st January 2021. 

Download an application form from our website or phone 
07789641060 for more details. 

October members’ evening will be Saturday 31st October 
(Halloween).  I TRICK you not! We have a real TREAT in store 
for you. All being well, Tank Sherman will be at the Club as 
planned earlier in the year. Tank has a particular fondness for 
snooker as his father was quite a player. Just before lockdown 
Tank donated several of his dad's trophies and set of balls to the 
Club which will be on display in the snooker rooms trophy   
cabinet for everyone to enjoy! Huge thanks to Tank for         
everything he’s doing to support the Con Club. 

For Quizzers, Ali Peters is holding another Quizgo on 
Wednesday 28th October starting at 7.30pm.  Members only, 
bookings by email to chudleighquizgo@hotmail.com.  Rule of 
Six  applies and Covid-19 measures in place. 

Kit and McConnell 
perform in Pottery 

Court 

(photo: Alan Winn;  
for more pictures from 
the Festival see Alan’s 

website) 

https://www.chudleigh.club/
mailto:chudleighquizgo@hotmail.com
http://www.theuniversody.co.uk/orchard20.htm
http://www.theuniversody.co.uk/orchard20.htm
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 On A Lighter Note. 

Long Distance Runner 
 

Many congratulations to Vicky Edwards 

who completed the Virtual London       
Marathon on Sunday 4th October.  

Vicky, shown here at the finishing 
line outside her parents’ pub, The Globe on 
Fore Street, Chudleigh, was raising      
money for Children with Cancer UK. Her 
target was £100, but to date, she has raised 
nearly six times that amount. If you would 
like to donate, you can find her JustGiving 
page by clicking here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild About Chudleigh 

Happy Anniversary, Chudleigh Prickly 
Hedge 

Yes, our group was formed a year ago in September 2019 and, 

being hedgehog activists (so a friend called us) this is what we’ve 
achieved so far: 
 

• We successfully lobbied both Linden Homes and 
Wainhomes to implement hedgehog highways on their 
developments 

• We erected twenty Hedgehog Go Slow signs around the 
town sponsored by Chudleigh Rotters and member     
Rosemary Clegg 

• Jonathan Valentine made two eye-catching hedgehog signs 
at the entrance to the town, numerous hedgehog cut-outs 
and great hedgehog houses and feeders from recycled  
materials (and donating to hedgehogs) 

• Members volunteer at ELM Wildlife Hedgehog Rescue 
and South Devon Hedgehog Hospital and Claire Larkins 
and Kelly Gayler offer local assistance and advice 

• Two new local groups, Ippleprickle and Newton Hoggits 
have formed, encouraged by our activities, and Jonathan 
has made the hedgehog signs for the village of Kingston in 
the South Hams 

• We distributed information and 'Top Tips' brochure at the 
Christmas market and around the local estates 

• For Hedgehog Week we ran a community art project where 
over 100 hedgehog cut-outs (made by Jonathan) were  
decorated and displayed around the town. Some are still 
being proudly displayed at Chudleigh School and by the        
residents at Palace Farm 

• During September 'A Prickle of Hedgehogs' rounded off 
our year with a display of 49 decorated hedgehogs at    
Pottery Court coinciding with Open Studios and Chudleigh 
Arts Festival. Members Chris and Jan Newton who run 
Creative Corner in Pottery Court have been so impressed 
with our activities that they are sponsoring 4 more slow 
down hedgehog signs. These will be erected on roads 
where hedgehogs have been spotted and sometimes,     

unfortunately, killed. 
 

It has been a  great year and Chudleigh residents are now 
aware and supportive of our local colony of hedgehogs.  

Thank you,  
Barbara Steele 

chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com  
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

 
 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/VictoriaEdwards29
mailto:chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.%20com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/
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Wild About Chudleigh 
 
 

 

 

A community orchard of cider apples and a medlar was planted 

by Chudleigh Wild volunteers around 2010 near Millstream 
Meadow park. Last year we pruned, collected the apples, and took 
them to Coombeshead farm for cider making, but unfortunately 
due to Covid we are unable to do the same this year. Instead, we 
have a press in the orchard on Saturday 17th October between 
10.30am and 12.30pm, to provide juice free to   anyone bringing a       

container. The juice will 
be raw, so will need to be 
pasteurised or used  
quickly.  

We are looking to 
increase tree planting and 
encouraging residents and 
children to forage the 
fruits. We would like to 
plant (at the skate park 
end of Mill Stream Mead-
ow where some foreign 
Italian Alder have been 
removed) eight to ten  
apple trees, two pears 
trees and two walnut 
trees—all of these blos-
soms will be great for our bees and other insects and will look 
beautiful in the Spring.  

In view of the pandemic and the financial constraints on 
local councils, Chudleigh WILD has volunteered to contribute to 
the cost of the trees and volunteers will plant them with expert 
advice. They will cost between £15-£20 each, so any donations 
would be very welcome. Please message us if you can help. 


