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Vulnerable Students’ Fury At Exeter College 

“It cannot be right that a vulnerable 18-year old 

is not able to finish their state education because 
their brother has cancer and is so critically ill a 
cold could kill him.”  

This quote, in an article on DevonLive,  
comes from the Chudleigh-based mother of an 
Exeter College student who is unable to complete 
their education because the family is shielding 
and there is no provision for such students at the 
college—beyond the issue of a black and yellow 
lanyard to tell other people to keep away! 

A spokesperson for Exeter College said: 
We are fully committed to our students’ safety 
and supporting our learners to return to the    
college and their education. We have followed 
government guidelines on best practice and have 
implemented these recommendations fully. 

But vulnerable students and families are 
urging Exeter College to implement Covid-19 
safeguarding measures above what it is required 
to by the government to help protect their health 
and lives. 

An online petition, set up by a Year Two 
student who lives with a seriously ill sister, is 
calling on the college to either implement an 
online learning policy for vulnerable students or 
to introduce compulsory mask use throughout the 
college. The petition has been signed so far by 
more than 600 people. 

 

In a letter sent to each of the college’s 
governors, they were reminded of the proud 
boast on the college website: 

 
Be Exceptional 

 
Exeter College is an award-winning, world 
class college. We are Devon’s only Ofsted  
Outstanding further education college. Our 
vision is to shape the future by delivering  
excellence to realise the ambitions of our 
learners, city and region. 
 
Those letters were mailed on 8th September. To 
date, no response has been received from any of 
the recipients. 
 
The online petition is still running. If you would 
like to sign it, you can do so by clicking here. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 

A huge thank you 
to our distribution 

sponsor,         
Webselect 

Useful websites and telephone numbers 
 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140 

or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the Devon  County Council website 
by clicking here.  

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/exeter-college-addresses-concerns-over-4493458
https://www.change.org/p/exeter-college-protect-exeter-college-s-vulnerable-students?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_24486395_en-GB%3A4&recruiter=924198965&recruited_by_id=9630e462-52d0-4870-9bd8-aaaf41446f41&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_camp
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
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From the Editor  

Last month, the town tragically lost one of 

its young men when Chris McCarthy-
Mason was killed in a traffic accident. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to Chris’s  
family and friends at this sad time. 

*** 

When we were publishing Chudleigh 

Phoenix on a weekly basis, I managed to 
get the whole process down to one day, 
which was much better than the two and 
half days it was taking when we started at 
the beginning of lockdown in March. 

Now we’re back to monthly        
publication and I rather miscalculated how 
long it would take me to put this edition 
together. So my apologies for the late    
arrival. I will try to do better—I mean, I 
will definitely do better next time! 

Mind you, we’re never had a 20-
page month before! Some of it is due to the 
excessive number of Covid-related updates 
being put out by various organisations; 
some of it is due to the increase in the  
number of businesses taking advantage of 
the fee waiver and telling us about their      
services. And some of it is due to the     
reblooming of creativity in this wonderful 

little community of ours. 
Whatever the reason, we’re happy 

to publish whatever you send us, so do keep 
it coming, won’t you? 

And that’s it from me for this month. 
I’m hobbling off to celebrate my birthday 
with a non-alcoholic drink and the devout 
hope that I can stop taking all these      
pain-killers soon and get back to normal. 

Have a great month. 
Kate 

 
A word from my friend Pooh… 

 
 

Say, Pooh, why aren’t you busy?” I said. 
 

“Because it’s a nice day,” said Pooh. 
 

“Yes, but —” 
 

“Why ruin it?” he said. 

 
“But you could be doing something   

Important,” I said. 
 

“I am, ” said Pooh. 
 

“Oh? Doing what?” 
 

“Listening,” he said. 
 
 

“Listening to what?” 
 

“To the birds. And that squirrel over 
there.” 

 
“What are they saying?” I asked. 

 
“That it’s a nice day,” said Pooh. 

 
“But you know that already,” I said. 

 
“Yes, but it’s always good to hear that 

somebody else thinks so, too,” he     
replied. 

 
From the Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff 

 
 

Stop and listen my friends. 
We live is such a beautiful 

world. 
 

 
 

September 2020 

Chudleigh Phoenix Publications 

Counterfeit! Deception! and Corruption! The Suzanne Jones  
series of thrillers, set in the sometimes murky world of            
international drugs manufacture. 

Gorgito’s Ice Rink The prize-winning story of love, loss and 
broken promises, set in Russia. 

Parcels in the Rain Short stories, travel writing and childhood 
memories 

 

Life is Not a Trifling Affair and Life is Not a Bed of Roses  
Collections of short stories written with Sharon Cook. 

Elizabeth Ducie’s books are available to borrow from 
Chudleigh Library; to download for free from Kindle 

Unlimited; or on sale at Chudleigh Post Office. 

Details from our website by clicking here. 

Copy date Monday 12th October for the next  issue. Phone us on 01626 854611 or email 
us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .      
 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. Views expressed 
in CP are not necessarily those of the editor. 

Reminder:  
All advertising fees 
have been waived  

until the end of the 
year. What do YOU 

want to tell the  
people of Chudleigh 
about your business?  

http://elizabethducieauthor.co.uk/my-books/
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Chudleigh Notices 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force 

As restrictions are gradually eased, especially for the more    

vulnerable members of the community, it is imperative that people 
only do what they are comfortable with. 

The government paused the shielding programme on 31st 
July. The implications of this are as follows: 

 

• the government is no longer advising you to shield 

• the support from the National 
Shielding Service of free food 
parcels, medicine deliveries and 
care has stopped 

• NHS Volunteer Responders will 
carry on delivering the food you 
buy, prescriptions and essential 
items to you if you need it 

• you will still be eligible for priority supermarket slots (if 
you registered by 17th July) 
  
It is recognised that some vulnerable residents may be 

anxious about stepping  outside again and adjusting to the    
changes.  Local support will continue with the Chudleigh Town 
Council's Helpline arranging Food Shopping Deliveries and    
Prescription Collections through our fantastic team of Chudleigh 
Community Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 01626 
853140. 

 

Town Hall News 
Covid 19 update 

Monday 7th September was a special day for 
us at the Town Hall as the vast majority of our 
hirers returned and all our staff were in the 
Town Hall at the same time. Things felt 
“normal” for the first time in nearly six 
months. During those six months the only  
people in the Town Hall were the police,     
pre-school and me. So you can imagine our concern when the 
Prime Minister announced the “Rule of Six” at 10pm on Tuesday 
8th September. I feared we would need to shut down again.  

Latterly, there has been further information on the You 
Gov website that reassured me somewhat. There is a clear       
distinction between social activity (Rule of Six applies) and      
business activity (where it does not). The vast majority of our 
hirers do what they do as a living so I was confident that the limit 
did not apply to them provided they maintained physical         
distancing of two metres. Gym-type activities are also exempt, 
along with child and youth activities. Those categories cover most 
of our hirers. 

The exemption of child and youth activities means we will 
not be changing our rules and advice for the use of the play parks, 
skate park and MUGA: maintain physical distancing and have 
sanitiser with you. 

 

Filling of vacant Town Councillor posts 

In January, Richard Keeling and Lorraine Evans resigned 
as Town Councillors. This was due to a mixture of external work 
pressures and the demands of their role as District Councillors. 
They remain in post as Chudleigh’s District Councillors and will 
continue to have a close relationship with the Town Council. 

When the vacancies were advertised some 34 electors  
contacted the Returning Officer asking for a formal poll. This was 
due to take place on 7th May until Covid intervened. The        
government has postponed all elections for one year so the      
vacancies cannot be filled until May 2021. 

In August another vacancy occurred as Melanie           
Bellchambers stepped down due to the demands of her work. This 
vacancy had to be treated wholly separately to the other two. I 
advertised this post, inviting residents to take the opportunity to 
ask for a formal election. Ten requests trigger an election. The 
Returning Officer has received more than ten such requests so, 
like the other two vacancies, this post will require filling at a   
formal election. This means there will be an election to fill three 
Town Councillor posts in May 2021. 

 

My tree, my responsibility 

There are around 448,000 ash trees 
within falling distance of a highway in Devon. 
Only 1% of these trees are located on land 
owned by Devon County Council, the rest 
(99%) are the responsibility of private        
landowners. 

 Landowners with trees adjacent to the 
8,000 miles of public highway in Devon are 
therefore being encouraged to take urgent action to assess and 
ultimately fell their infected ash trees where necessary. Devon 
County Council will not and indeed cannot bear the cost of     
inspecting and felling privately owned diseased ash trees.  That’s 
why the Council is promoting a campaign that clearly             
communicates whose responsibility it is to take action. This is 
critical for landowners to understand given the potential risk to 
life and the insurance claims they may be exposed to as a result of 
third party injuries arising from doing nothing about the safety 
risks posed by ash dieback. 

The Town Council owns a few ash trees which includes an 
excellent specimen at Two Oaks. We ask a qualified                
arboriculturist to inspect our ash treese annually. Pleasingly, they 
have received a clean bill of health this year. If you have ash trees 
on your land and require advice, please get in touch with me. 

John Carlton , Town Clerk 
01626 853140 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
FULL COUNCIL  
There will be a meeting of the Full Town 
Council by zoom, on Monday 5th October at 
7pm. 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
There will be a meeting of the Environment 
Committee by zoom, on Tuesday 13th      
October at 7pm. 
Members of the public wishing to attend these 
meetings should email the Clerk at clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk or 
telephone 01626 853140 to be provided with instructions on how 
to enter the meeting. 

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter 
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Community Grants 
Chudleigh Town Council would like to give 

local community groups the opportunity to 
apply for a grant. The Town Council has   
allocated funds within its budget under      
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 
which allows local councils to incur          
expenditure which, in their opinion, is in the 
interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, 
the town or all or some of its inhabitants. 
 

Who can apply? 

• The organisation must be based in the Town Council area 
with a membership of predominantly Chudleigh residents 

• The organisation will be required to submit a copy of its 
constitution and latest accounts. If the organisation does 
not prepare annual accounts, copies of bank statements 
covering the previous six months will need to be provided. 

• Groups making applications will be expected to       
demonstrate that other sources of funding have been sought 
prior to application. 
 

How to apply 

Application forms can be obtained from the town Council 
office. Alternatively, telephone John Carlton on 01626 853140 or 
e mail clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk. 

Applications should be submitted by Friday 31st October 
2020. The Council will inform applicants of the result of their 
application by 31st January 2021. 

The Town Council reserves the right to verify the details 
supplied in any application. 

Successful applicants will be expected to have spent any 
grant awarded within 12 months. An income and expenditure 
statement and appropriate receipts will need to be submitted to the 
Council on completion of the project. The applicant will be      
required to return the whole or a proportion of the grant to the 
Town Council if the purpose of the grant for some reason fails. 

The award of grants is entirely at the discretion of the 
Town Council, whose decision is final. The Council will not enter 
into any correspondence regarding any decision made. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
We are pleased to announce our September 

newsletter is now available and can be     
accessed by clicking here. 

This month we look at how one group 
has tackled crime and disorder in Hackney; 
we introduce to you CrimeStoppers Domestic 
Abuse campaign, #YouAreNotPowerless, 
which launched on 1st September, and     
Action Fraud's anti-phishing campaign, 
#MulletOver, which also launched on 1st September. 

In partnership with Avast we look at ways Cyberhood 
Watch is protecting our   community.  

We highlight and ask you to support some key events being 
held during September:  

• The Countryside clean up on 19th and 20th  

• Gas Safe Week running from 14th - 20th 
And last but certainly not least, we are excited to announce 

the Neighbour of the Year Awards, sponsored by Co-op Insurance, 

is back for the third consecutive year. Nominations open on 21st 
September. Look out for more details on this coming soon. 

And that’s not all...read our newsletter by clicking here to 
discover more. 

All the best 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK,                   

Central Support Team 
 

Telephone Scams Doing The Rounds... 

Watch out for this number ringing 0161 0579104. The 
recorded voice says to press '1' immediately or a warrant will be 
issued for your arrest! It's apparently a Manchester-
based phone number but these days it could be from 
anywhere. 

The same number has been used recently for 
"Accident" claim scams… 

Do not panic. Do NOT press 1. Put the 
phone down and walk away; there’s nothing to  
worry about. 

 

Banking Scam: Warning from Exeter Police 

Please be aware of the following scam we’ve dealt with 
twice in one day recently in Exeter.  

The offender calls the victim, purporting to 
be a police officer, and tells them they are          
investigating a fraud on their bank account and have 
someone arrested. They might also claim to be from 
the victim’s bank, again stating they are              
investigating fraudulent activity on their account. 

The offender asks for account information, 
including card, security and PIN numbers. Sometimes the        
offenders will ask victims to ‘key in’ their PIN number into the 
phone—the number is then captured by the offenders. 

They may also ask the victim to withdraw a large sum of 
cash from their bank or building society. If they make this request 
they will explain the money is required to be forensically         
examined. They also instruct the victim not to tell the bank why 
they are withdrawing the money, giving the reason that the bank 
might be involved in the fraud. They also instruct the victims not 
to tell family members about the matter either. 

The victim is then instructed to put the bank cards and/or 
money into an envelope and give them to a courier or taxi, which 
is sent to the house by the offenders to collect the items. If bank 
cards are collected they will be later used by the offenders to  
withdraw money. 

In some cases the victim might become suspicious and 
doubt the validity of what the caller is saying. If this happens, the 
offender will suggest they call the police via 999 or 101 or contact 
their bank in order that the victim can confirm the caller’s identity, 
often doing this whilst keeping the line open so the victim ends up 
speaking to another offender.  

We would ask you to discuss this type of scam with family 
members; the offenders are very convincing and we would hate for 
people to lose money. 
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Chudleigh NHW            
Co-ordinator 
Chris Webb 

email 
07968508451 

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-09/Sept%202020%20Our%20News.pdf
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-09/Sept%202020%20Our%20News.pdf
mailto:chrswebb03@googlemail.com
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Swimming Pool and Community Hall 

We have just updated our term time programme for the pool, 

which we are keeping open during September. The pool will now 
close on 27th September, so make the most of this good weather 
and get your swims in now.  Don’t forget all sessions have to be 
pre-booked and pre-paid. Do look at our website to see how we’ve 
had to change our private hire sessions as the result of the        
government’s Rule of Six. 

 
 
We should have restarted community use of the           

Community (School) Hall for regular hirers by the time that you 
read this. For now, this will be the Taekwon-Do, badminton and 
short tennis sessions. As with the pool, in order to operate, 
COVID-19 related measures will be in operation. Although     
regular users of the hall are restarting, we cannot say at the      
moment when we will be able to hire the hall out for parties and 
the like, due to the Rule of Six—unless you want to hold a very 
small family household party, that is! 

 
For both hall and pool news, do keep an eye on our      

Facebook page and website. 
 

 
Paul Gets Freedom of Chudleigh 

As we reported last month, Rev Paul Wimsett, recently retired  

after more than twenty years as Vicar at Chudleigh Parish Church. 
At the August meeting of Chudleigh Town Council, it was      
decided to grant Paul Freedom of the Parish in recognition of the 
great contribution he has made to the community over the years. 

Last week, Paul, looking suitably relaxed as befits a new 
retiree, accepted his certificate from Chudleigh Mayor, Cllr    
Martin Tinkler. 

 
 

. 
Pictured: Paul Wimsett (left) receives the Freedom of the Parish from 

Cllr Martin Tinkler 

https://www.chudleighpool.org.uk/swimming-pool
https://www.facebook.com/ccpChudleighPool
https://www.chudleighpool.org.uk
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Pynsent Foundation 

Remembrance 2020 
The Royal British Legion has informed their Poppy 

Appeal Organisers of changes to the traditional  
appeal this year. Current restrictions mean there will 
be no door to door collections although poppy boxes 
will be displayed in local retail premises. If anyone 
should want a poppy or a small wooden cross placed 
in the tubs in the War Memorial area this can be 
achieved by ringing Alan Brunton on 01626 852714. The same 
applies to anyone  wanting a wreath.  There will be no RBL coffee 
morning, but Alan  will be selling RBL products including Victory 
in Europe pins and 2020 Poppy pins outside the Town Hall on 
market days during the Remembrance period. 

The History Group had to postpone the Victory in Europe 
commemoration/celebration afternoon of entertainment planned 
for 8th May, hoping to stage it later in the year. Events have now 
ruled this out and Alan will be returning all ticket money over the 
next few weeks. Those residents who purchased their tickets from 
the town hall will also be reimbursed by calling in to the reception 
office. 

 

Cancer Lifeline South West 
Spaces are still available for our fully-funded creative support 

groups for those who are close to someone who has cancer. The 
groups will meet weekly for ten sessions. Two groups will be  
offered within Devon, at locations which suit those who wish to 
attend. For more information, contact Amy on 07792217365. 

Selling Masks For Charity 
Our Bags of Hope stall will be outside 

Chudleigh Town Hall again every        
Saturday from 9am until 12.30pm, selling 
cotton face masks, all made with love, in 
different designs and patterns. Plus tote 
bags, skin balm and other items. Please 
come early if possible as we are selling out 
quickly each week.  

Masks are £5 each (£3.50 kids’). 
All proceeds to the Bags of Hope and Cancer Life SW. By       
purchasing our masks you are not just helping to protect yourself 
and others, you are also helping to raise funds to support the work 
we do in caring for the people who need it.  And thank you to all 
who have volunteered to help us make the masks.  

Donna Cook and Anne Jenkins 
07972 911053 

Page 8 



 

 

September 2020 

Chudleigh and Teignbridge Notices 

Page 9 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning Replacement 
Unfortunately, there will be no annual 

Macmillan Coffee Morning in the   
Parish Church this year due to   
COVID-19 restrictions.   

Instead Celia Holley is running a 
cake stall in her front garden at 9 Troarn 
Way, Chudleigh on Friday 25th       
September from 10am to 12 noon. Do drop by and pick up some 
cakes in support of this worthy cause. 

 

Chudleigh Youth Centre 
We are please to say that we have been allowed 
to re open from Thursday 10th September. To 
start with we are only allowed to open on a 
Thursday evening for our senior session, 6pm-
9pm, school years 7-12. Obviously this comes 
with some changes, 

• We are only allowed ten young people in the building at 
one time (so to make this work we will be offering three x 

one hour sessions, first come first served). 

• Temperature checks will be done at the door before anyone 
is allowed to enter the building.  

• We have signed up to the Government’s track and trace.  

• Young people MUST wear masks in the centre and will not 
be allowed in without one.  

• Hand sanitiser will be available and its use will be        
encouraged.  

We are really looking forward to seeing you all. 

 

Amy’s Appeal for Help 
Amy and Dave Sweeney and their family 

are moving to Chudleigh from East     
Yorkshire, due to Dave’s work. They need a 
3 or 4 bedroom house to rent in the     
Chudleigh area.   

They has an excellent tenant record 
and are happy to show photos of their    
current house which is for sale.   

The family is moving during the October half term       
although they can start renting anytime from now, as Dave is   
currently commuting during the week.   

If anyone knows of any available properties, you can     
contact Amy via the Spotted Chudleigh Facebook Group or via the 
Chudleigh Phoenix email address. 

 

TDC Updates 
Teignbridge District Council has issued 

four update bulletins in the past month. The 
first, on Friday 21st August. includes an   
appeal to support waste collection teams 
who are facing a significant increase in demand and overflowing 
recycling containers. It can be accessed by clicking here. 

The second, on Friday 28th August, includes items on  the 
launch of Solar Together Devon; and a request for our stories of 
how getting out in the fresh air has helped both our physical and 
mental help. It can be accessed by clicking here. 

The third, on Friday 4th September, includes news of the 
new leader of TDC, Cllr Alan Connett and his commitment to 
build recovery following the impact of Covid-19; plus a warning 
about rogue ‘man and van’ rubbish removers contributing to fly 
tipping in the region. It can be accessed by clicking here. 

The fourth, on Friday 11th September, includes a warning 
from Devon’s Public Health Director as Covid-19 infection rates 
begin to rise once more; an update on Covid-19 testing; a        
campaign with focus on the mental  wellbeing of children and 
young people; the Kickstart national youth employment scheme; 
and much more. You can access it by clicking here. 

 

Teignbridge CVS 
 

The latest newsletter is 

available now. It includes 
news on upcoming forums, 
webinars and training;  
coronavirus guidance and resources; a consultation on health and 
wellbeing; funding advice; and more. You can access it by     
clicking here. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1017001491692202
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/29b11bc
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/29be481
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/29d3cc7
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/29f8a5e
https://mailchi.mp/61c31f79fe48/teignbridge-cvs-covid-19-update-7881940?e=0326771124
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Covid-19 Hardship Fund 
Many residents of Teignbridge may be facing financial hardship 
as a result of Covid-19.  Details of this fund have been published 
for a while, but we thought it was time for a reminder. Ed. 

 

To tackle this problem, we launched   

jointly with Devon County Council a 
Covid-19 Hardship Fund designed to    
support local people in financial difficulties 
with funds to cover basic costs. These difficulties may be as a 
result of: 
 

• Reduction in income either through self-employment,  
being furloughed, reduced hours or made redundant 

• Increase of costs such as transport costs, utility bills, child 
care or other expenditure 

• An urgent need to purchase essential items such as white 
goods 
  
Support from the Hardship Fund will only be given if no 

alternative source of funding is available and the Fund will make 
payments directly to creditors.  Payments will normally be up to 
£200 other than in exceptional circumstances. 

 The Hardship Fund will support individuals or households 
but not businesses which are entitled to apply for support from 
other schemes.  To qualify an individual must be: 

 

• Resident in Teignbridge for three months prior to the   
application  

• Financially impacted by the Covid-9 pandemic 

• Unable to receive funding from other sources 

• Without savings or £500 disposable income  
 

Examples of payments that can be made are: 
 

• Costs of utility or essential mobile phone bills 

• Transport costs  

• Household costs such as essential shopping not met 
through Foodbanks 

• Purchase of white goods or other essential items  
  
More details are on our website where applications should 

be made.  Households without internet access can call us on 01626 
215 512.  Applicants can expect a response within 7 days. 
 

DCC Update 
Devon County Council has issued four 

update bulletins in the past month. The 
first, on Thursday 20th August, covers: the   
Kickstart Grant Scheme; advice for car 
sharing; opening of the second stage of the Self Employment  
Income Support Scheme; Proud to Care?; GCSE results questions 
answered by Department for Education; advice for travelling 
abroad; self-isolation period extended to 10 days; stronger       
enforcement measures; taking part in in vaccine trials; and what to 
do to help stop the spread. You can access this bulletin by clicking 
here. 

The second, on Wednesday 26th August, covers: why are 
all children going back to school?; school return dates and safety 

measures in schools; information on clubs, childcare support and 
free school meals funding; information on school transport and 
travelling to school safely; supporting your child's mental health 
and tips to help your child prepare; and useful resources and links. 
This bulletin can be accessed by clicking here. 

The third, on Friday 4th September, covers: more Devon 
libraries are now open; could you become a plasma donor?;     
reminder to be cautious when travelling; schools are well prepared 
to keep children and staff safe; school and college travel remind-
ers; and downloadable action cards for business settings. This 
bulletin can be accessed by clicking here. 

The fourth, on Friday 11th September, covers: new appeal 
to families with those in their late teens and early twenties; access 
to testing in Devon; more buses for busy school transport routes; 
90% of Devon children back at school; the Social Care            
Reablement Team go the extra mile; and meeting with others  
safely. This bulletin can be accessed by clicking here. 

 

Food security and acquisition in South  
Devon during Covid-19 

[This study is being carried out by     
Matthew Seabrook, a student at Cardiff 
University. I have checked the ethics 
statement and it is a legitimate study. 
Chudleigh is one of the areas covered, 
and Matty would appreciate as many 
responses as possible. I’ve asked him to 
come back to us with his conclusions in due course. Ed] 

This research project investigates how food security and         

acquisition has changed during the Covid-19 period in South   
Devon. It will gather people’s individual experiences of food   
acquisition and will focus attention on different strategies used to 
cope and reasons why they may have struggled. The research is 
designed for people to tell their story particularly rural households 
whose experiences are often overlooked. 

By doing this, it will hopefully be used in policy or to alert 
local authorities of difficulties people go through, in order to   
improve their situations in the future, both generally or during a 
second wave of Covid-19. This will help people in their           
acquisition of food. 

The research involves completing a short questionnaire, 
answering questions about your own experience or on behalf of 
someone you have helped. This will include outlining experiences 
of food acquisition and attitudes towards welfare in as much detail 
as possible. There are 20 questions and it should take               
approximately 5-10 minutes to complete. 

In this questionnaire, no names will be recorded meaning 
everything you say will be anonymous and nothing can be traced 
back to you or your household. Information on gender, age,     
employment status, family size, and experience during COVID-19 
will be recorded anonymously and confidentially. 

All the data will be stored on a password protected       
computer with virus protection software and the data will be    
destroyed after 1 year. Once you have started, you have the right 
to withdraw without any consequences and your answers will not 
be saved or used in the research. If you have any further questions 
about the study or wish to expand on the topics raised please   
contact me at my email.  

If you wish to contact my supervisor, Dr Andrew         
Williams, instead of myself please contact him at his email. 

Thank you in advance for your participation 
Matthew Seabrook 

Teignbridge and Devon Notices 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/covid19hardshipfund
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/29ab59c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/29ab59c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/29b32cf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/29cee73
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/29fc44a
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1mKQwX4J1FJMep-ZVR_hnhHJwXNmwDRULpv6Eu-WVzAA71g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0QREC2xL1sMevRVC6E3d8PmXbbSHDrVrDd9fdMvvyOTlIEV9hP5sKAjUU
mailto:Seabrookm1@cardiff.ac.uk
mailto:williamsapj@cardiff.ac.uk
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 Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business 

Growth Hub is available now. With details of the Growth Support 
Kickstart Grant scheme, it can be accessed by clicking here. 

 

NHS Update 
Torbay and South Devon NHS       

Foundation Trust issued two update  
bulletins in the past month. Issue 11, on 
Friday 21st August, covers: consultation 
on changes to service provision in 
Teignmouth; an update on surgery and ward openings; and more. 
You can download the full bulletin from the CP website by    
clicking here. 

Issue 12, on Friday 4th September, covers: guidance on 
hospital visiting; post-shielding guidance; recognition for Trust 
staff in a Channel 4 programme; and more. You can download the 
full bulletin from the CP website by clicking here. 

 

Restoration of Services 

On 1st September, the Trust announced Torbay Hospital’s 
Day Surgery Unit is open for business once more. Earlier this year 
the Trust, which provides acute and community health and care 
services, had to radically change how it provided services because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. People needing urgent care continued 
to be able to access it safely throughout, however non-urgent  
services had to be stopped.   

 The Trust has now restored many of its services and is 
working very hard to step-up the others. In order to see as many 
patients as possible safely, a number of changes have taken place 
including online and telephone appointments where appropriate, 
mindful that there are many people waiting to receive treatments 
and procedures which have been unavoidably delayed by the   
pandemic.  

 The reopening of the Day Surgery Unit will therefore be 
good news for the many patients waiting a day procedure. Having 
been used as an Initial Receiving and Treatment Unit for Covid-19 
patients and then as a Medical Receiving Unit for urgent         
patients, from 1st September the Day Surgery Unit is now being 
used to perform surgery for a host of specialties, with around 80% 
of these under general anaesthetic. It is expected to be operating at 
full capacity in October. 

 

 Devon Climate Emergency Response 
Group 

DCERG issued their latest newsletter 
on 7th September. It covers a variety of 
topics including Devon Solar Together; 
the hope that emission reductions   
resulting from lockdown might      
continue; free cycle training; and much more. The newsletter is 
not yet up on the website, but should be soon. In the meantime, 
you can sign up to join the mailing list by clicking here. 

 

Buy Less, Wear More 
On Monday 7th September,    

Recycle Devon launched Buy Less, 
Wear More, a campaign with a 
focus on textiles. The aim is to      
promote the importance of       
reducing the amount of textiles 
thrown away each year. 

 Clothing has the fourth  
largest environmental impact after 
housing, transport and food. In 
2019, UK shoppers spent an     
estimated £2.7 billion on clothes 
they wore only once. The majority 
of Devon councils collect textiles for recycling but still too much 
ends up in the bin.  

 The campaign will be help people learn new skills, such 
as simple repairs, using their creativity, repurposing textiles and 
making sure any that are no longer needed are disposed of in a 
responsible way. Devon residents can get involved by taking a 
pledge with the chance of winning one of 10 Duronic clothing   
de-bobblers, before being directed towards more information on 
the topic they are most interested in.  The pledges are: 

  

• Wear it – I pledge to save money and use these inspiring 
ways to create a fresh look from clothes that I already have  

   

• Repair it – I pledge to keep my clothes looking great for 
longer with these simple tips and tricks  

   

• Donate it – I pledge to swap, donate or even sell my 
clothes to pass on the love for any unwanted items   

  

• Repurpose it – I pledge to make reusable kitchen roll, 
make-up wipes and much more from unwanted clothing 
and fabric  
  
The pledges are all online and it’s a simple process to  

enter. Once the person has selected their pledge they can then 
access some of the resources available such as tutorials on how to 
turn unwanted textiles into reusable kitchen roll or face cloths or 
view a video on how to make simple sewing repairs.  

The campaign is designed to promote the use of charity 
shops and encourage people to rethink their approach to clothing, 
encouraging the purchase of sustainable, well-made clothes that 
will last and be worn, not hung in a wardrobe and forgotten about. 
As ever we are keen to have feedback from our local               
communities, via our social media on related activities they     
undertake, whether that be items of clothing they have repurposed, 
sewing repairs they have made or even something like the oldest 
item of clothing they have and still wear.   

The reuse project, has a number of clothes swishing kits 
that can be borrowed free of charge by schools, community and 
members of the public. This community action is a great way of 
keeping usable items out of the waste stream and encourage   
community engagement (when covid restrictions allow).  The 
Recycle Devon website has lots of information about ways that 
members of the public can reduce their waste and increase the 
amount of reuse they undertake.  
  

 

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/kickstart-grant?e=9447d6f21c
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NHS-Issue-11-21-August-2020.pdf
https://chudleighphoenix.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Issue-12-4-September-2020-.pdf
https://www.solartogether.co.uk/devon/home
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4019387/study-consumer-carbon-emissions-plummeted-2020-savings-continue
https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/cycle-training/adults/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/contact/
https://www.devonnewscentre.info/recycle-devon-urges-residents-to-make-a-pledge-and-wear-what-you-have/
https://www.devonnewscentre.info/recycle-devon-urges-residents-to-make-a-pledge-and-wear-what-you-have/
https://www.recycledevon.org/reuse
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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Devon and National Notices 

Haldon Forest Clearway 
There have been some minor amendments to the proposal for 

parking traffic control on Haldon. See map for details. In terms of 
the access points into the forest the rangers have confirmed they 
are happy for motorists to park in these locations as long as access 
is maintained. 

Devon Solar Together 
To support the region’s energy and 

climate strategies, Devon Climate 
Emergency (DCE) is looking to 
incentivise a solar PV collective 
purchasing scheme for the         
residential ‘able-to-pay’  sector. The project is called Devon Solar 
Together. 

DCE (supported by the region’s district authorities) will 
lead a marketing campaign to promote the scheme and encourage 
households interested in installing solar PV panels on their roofs 
to pre-register on an online platform.  

The project manager is Alastair Mumford, who may be 
contacted via email or on 01392 383000. 

 
 
 
 

Devon and Cornwall Police 
Devon and Cornwall Police Rural Affairs Team have 

just issued their first Rural Crime newsletter,          
introducing the team and updating us on their priorities 
and activities. You can access it by clicking here.  

 

NCVO 
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations 

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice 
and funding news. You can register to receive these 
bulletin by clicking here.  

 

Employer Support 
HM Revenue and Customs issued a total of  

eleven bulletins for employers in the past month. 
Some cover general support; others relate to 
Covid-19 Job Retention Scheme. Most refer to 
training webinars.  

When we were publishing CP weekly, it 
made sense to publish links to all bulletins.   
However, now we are back to monthly publication, many of these 
are likely to be out of date. We are therefore discontinuing this 
section after this month.  

You can get additional information on Covid-19 business 
support on the Government website, by clicking here. And you 
can find full details of help and support available from HMRC by 
clicking here.  

 

Vaccine Consultation 
The Government wants our views on proposed 

changes to the Human Medicine Regulations to 
help with the safe and efficient distribution of a 
Covid-19 vaccine and expanded flu vaccine    
programme in the UK, along with treatments for 
Covid-19 and any other diseases that become 
pandemic. 

The consultation closes at 11.59pm on Friday 18th       
September, so you’ll have to be quick. You can find the discussion 
documents and access the online response link by clicking here. 
 

 

Remember The Rule of Six... 

mailto:alastair.mumford@devon.gov.uk
https://assets.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/images/site_images/65217_rural_newsletter_september_2020.pdf
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/email-updates
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmrc-webinars-email-alerts-and-videos
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/distributing-vaccines-and-treatments-for-covid-19-and-flu?fbclid=IwAR0qeSnzie71_3K2ssHHkGIEcibbdQCzvSo5ca7n1QUgruJPTu-kANqhVNc
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 Chudleigh Post Office 
 

Opening Hours 

we have returned to our normal opening hours: 

Monday to Friday: 9am to 5.30pm;  
Saturday: 9am to 12.30pm.  

Please note: we still have a one way system in place and 
markings for the two metres social distancing requirements. There 
is still a limit on the number of people in the shop at any time; our 
maximum is four customers. 

As is the requirements, face masks should be worn at all 
times and we ask that customers adhere to the two metres social 
distancing whilst in the shop and use the supplied gel hand wash 
on entering.  

We would also prefer you didn’t wear your dirty gloves, 
that you’ve worn everywhere else, and instead use the hand wash 
provided, before touching any of the items in store.  

The staff will be closing regularly to ensure the counters 
and surfaces are cleaned down, this is for your protection as well 
as theirs and their families and we ask you to bear with us while 
we follow the regulations put in place to keep everyone safe.  

Thank you very much for your support during these     
uncertain times, we are truly grateful to everyone that has        
continued to support us through this awful period and we look 
forward to seeing you all very soon.  

Thanks again JoJo and the PO Gang 
 

New Royal Mail Price lists 

There are increases on international letter rates, due to additional 

charges involved following pandemic crisis.  
 

Phoenix Gastro Pub Restaurant 
We are now operating a new normal. Please be 
aware, this is all trial and error. We have made 
Phoenix extremely safe for you, and as the   
weather gets cold, having the large space we have, 
is a real benefit, to you all feeling at ease. 

 
Please remember  to let your little ones know there are no 

toys here at the moment, and they will need to sit in their seats at 
all times, which I know can be hard for little ones, but as long as 
you prepare them and bring things to entertain them, I’m sure we 
can all make it work. We have missed all the little ones such a lot, 
and we have missed seeing all the mums and dads.  

When you arrive for morning coffee or breakfast, wait to 

be seated, do not come to the bar to order . We will come and take 
your order; alternatively, you can Face book Messenger your  
order to me, and I will pick it up on the bar. All the tables have 
numbers, so as long as you give your table number, with your 
order, I think this could work.  

Everything is subject to government changes, local      
lockdowns, and customer confidence. Hope to see you all soon. 

 

People working from home, are you struggling to get 

work done or need a change of scenery, Come into the 
Phoenix get a coffee and use our free WIFI 

 
Tracey and Ian and the team. 

 

Harveys of Chudleigh 
Thankyou for bearing with us getting back 

to normal! Here are our new opening times... 

Monday: 9:30am to 2pm 

Tuesday: 9:30am to 2pm 

Wednesday: SHUT 

Thursday: 9:30am to 3pm 

Friday: 9:30am to 3pm 

Saturday: 9:30am to 3pm  

Sunday: SHUT 

We would just like to add that this is all trial and error, and if 
there's tumbleweeds rolling down the centre of Chudleigh, we 
may opt to shut early and go to the pub!  

Sally and Simon 

 

Chudleigh DIY and Hardware 
 

We Are Now Open 

Monday to Saturday 9am to 4.30pm 

Except Wednesday 9am to 1pm 

Andy 

A Touch of Bali 
A Touch of Bali has moved! Like a lot of businesses lockdown 

has bought about some changes for me and I have now set up a 
beautiful treatment room at my home in Exeter, just off           
Alphington road. I will still be carrying out many different     
treatments and look forward to welcoming you all to the new 
place. Leaving Kingsley 
house after 11 years is very 
strange and it’s been a 
pleasure     working there 
but I’m very excited for a 
change and the next    
chapter. 

Vanessa 

 

 

For takeaway,    
collection please as 
much as possible , 
but I can deliver to 
those who really 

can’t collect .  
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UKGetActive 
Face to Face classes are now back in Chudleigh and the best bit is 

I am still doing online classes too.  If you want to join us please 
check out my new timetable, thanks to the brilliant Leah Ruth at 
LRS Designs. There is something for everyone from Low impact 
to High impact classes. To book or for more info please message 
me.  I can't wait to see you. 

Gina 

 
Sew With Rachel 

Would you like to learn to make a 

really simple skirt? Workshops to 
make Tilly and the Buttons' 
Dominique skirt start in person 
(following Covid guidelines) or 
online at the end of September.  

For more details, please see  
my website. 

 
 
 
 
 

Amelia Webster 
Portrait artist Amelia Webster is delighted 

to announce she has moved her studio to 
Pottery court, Chudleigh.  

Amelia has had a studio at Seale 
Hayne, Newton Abbot for 5 years, but is 
excited to now be a part of the local makers 
and business owners of Chudleigh.  

Amelia has been a portrait artist for 
many years. Her portraits are made in both 
oil paint and pencil, created from both life 
and photographs. Amelia has been involved 
in many exhibitions, her most recent being 
an online exhibition including her portrait of her NHS hero in the 

#lportraitsfornhsheros initiative. Amelia 
has also competed and featured in Sky 
Arts  Portrait Artist of the Year 2019 and 
painted author and comedian Tony 
Hawks.  
Amelia will be using her studio, which is 
open to the    public, as a workspace to 
create her portraits and hopes to use the 
space for portrait demonstrations and clas-
ses as well as exhibiting work. Amelia has 
a number of art prints available in her 
studio to purchase as well as handmade 
books, so pop along and say hello.  
To enquire about commissioning a portrait 
or for more information please email 

Amelia.  You can also visit her website or follow her on          
Instagram. 

 

James Tatum’s Painting Workshop 
 

17th and 18th October  

 

East Devon Art Academy, Sidmouth, Devon 

 

 For Bookings, contact Cathy Osbond,  

01395 516 284 

info@eastdevonart.co.uk 

 

 
 

https://rachel-parker.wixsite.com/mysite/workshops
mailto:ameliawebsterart@gmail.com
mailto:ameliawebsterart@gmail.com
http://www.ameliawebsterart.com
mailto:@ameliawebsterart
mailto:info@eastdevonart.co.uk
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Chudleigh and Local Businesses 

 Amity Veterinary Care 

Busy Bee Care Company 
Busy bee has spaces available for care; please feel free to contact 

me. COVID 19 clear. Have checks regularly. 

Joanne 

 

An Appreciation 
Is everyone enjoying the Chudleigh Arts Festival at the pretty 

Orchard Café in Old Pottery Court? What could be better than an 
open air performance?   

We have just spent a blissful afternoon in glorious late 
summer sunshine listening to Laura Porter’s second performance 
of readings of Tales from Beatrix Potter. Laura started with Peter 
Rabbit, of course, went on to Jeremy Fisher, Jemima Puddleduck 
and finally Mrs Tiggywinkle.  Mrs T was particularly appropriate 
as the garden is festooned with hedgehogs, provided by the     
children of Chudleigh.   

Laura, 25,  is from Exeter originally and trained at Trinity 
Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in London.  She got the 
children involved with Mr McGregor waving his stick, “Stop 
thief!” and Jeremy Fisher’s rod and line, and we all quacked and 
howled when required.   

With the Orchard Café’s excellent Devon cream tea to 
hand one could not ask for more.   

Thank you to everyone at Kickline who organised this 
amazing festival for us.  The combination of music and drama has 
been well supported, and we all look forward to having even more 
to enjoy next year.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Chudleigh Arts Festival 

Clockwise from top left: the courtyard at 
night; La Vie en Rose; A Comedy of   

Errors; and Tales from Beatrix Potter. 
 

Just a selection of pictures from the early 
events. To see more, check out the      

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Orchard-Cafe-Garden-Chudleigh-2420335051365737
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On A Lighter Note 

Monthly Musings 
I heard shocking news last month, 

which you might already know but 
I certainly could never have 
guessed—there are 400 varieties of 
bramble! I think there must be 
quite a percentage of them in my 
garden. I have spent many hours 
throughout Covid attempting to 
tame them & receiving scratches 
for my pains. Living next to a field 
has its benefits but also its drawbacks. I love to lean on the small 
stretch of fence and talk to the handsome bullocks when they 
reach us as they graze their way around the field. But the hedge 
contains brambles that push their way through into my shrubs. 
Obviously if I’m not quick enough their arching stems dip down 
& root themselves to form yet another new plant. If I catch them 
soon enough, I can easily pull them out but if I miss any, I’m in 
trouble.  

I wonder if I’m right in thinking 
that Nature’s most      successful plants are 
the ones I do battle with every year? I can    
certainly give you a list of the most      
tenacious ones in my garden. Stinging  
nettles grow well. Many of them six foot 
tall, but I don’t find them the worst as, 
wearing gloves, they’re satisfyingly easy to 
pull out & tease out the fine yellow threads 
of roots that lie below. Of course as a nature lover, I leave a patch 
behind the shed for butterflies to lay their 
eggs. In a previous garden the nightmare 
weed was Convolvulus/Bindweed,      
delicately winding its way around the 
stems of my favourite plants, but here I do 
constant battle with Bishop’s Weed / 
Ground Elder. Like the nettles, they    
reproduce from rhizomes which means 
that however hard you try, cutting,      
digging or pulling them out, just when you 
think you’ve won—there they are again.  

I also have trees nearby which 
means I have numerous little hazel, ash & 
oak seedlings popping up among the  
flowers. Once again, unless I’m quick and 
pull them out before they take hold, I need 
to try & dig them out. This takes me back 
to when my son planted a conker in the 
front garden of a previous home & by the 
time we came to sell the house & move 
here it was quite a sturdy chestnut tree in 
quite the wrong place.  

Then we have the climbers. I find ivy attractive but it just 
grows too fast. It provides wonderful shelter for insects & birds—
blackbirds, sparrows & wrens nest in it 
here. It also intertwines with the     
brambles to help make a thick hedge and 
hangs in great swathes from the old  
apple tree. But it also creeps across the 
ground & climbs up the garage wall into 
the gutter. And the latest & possibly 
most difficult climber to eradicate    
arrived two or three years ago out of the 
blue – Old Man’s Beard / Traveller’s 

Joy. Its rather beautiful bunches of creamy white flowers would be      
welcome if I could control them, but their strong, intertwining 
fingers tangle around everything and are followed by millions of 
equally pretty, seed heads which along with all the other          
unwelcome guests, spread so easily in 
my garden!  

Now the Michaelmas Daisies are 
a problem of my own making. About 
twenty years ago I was given a clump of 
these rather pretty, tall , mauve, late 
flowering delights & happily planted 
them in the back of a border. For several 
years they were fine, but they gradually spread out, took over & 
would have stifled everything around them if I hadn’t been on 
their case. I’m pleased to say that at the moment, I appear to have 
kept them in check.  

I doubt if this was the sort of 
gardening we were told the late Queen 
Mother used to enjoy, but I can say, it 
only occasionally drives me mad & the 
brambles do provide us with         
blackberries!  

Stay safe & keep well. 
C.S.  

P.S. Did you know the new president of the Royal Horticultural 
Society is Keith Weed? 
 

Poetry for Posivity 
It’s been a while since we’ve published a Virus Verse. So we 

were delighted to receive this poem from Michael Benson, who 
felt it summed up the need to remain thoughtful in these trying 
times. (And we thought we’d give the section a more optimistic 
title moving forward.) 

 

“This is the time to be slow, 

Lie low to the wall 

Until the bitter weather passes. 

Try, as best you can, not to let 

The wire brush of doubt 

Scrape from your heart 

All sense of yourself 

And your hesitant light. 

If you remain generous, 

Time will come good; 

And you will find your feet 

Again on fresh pastures of promise, 

Where the air will be kind 

And blushed with beginning.” 

 

John O'Donohue  

 

https://www.dreweatts.com/news-insights/this-is-the-time-to-be-slow/
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 On A Lighter Note. 

 

Cabaret Sauvignon 
If you missed last month's online Cabaret 

Sauvignon the video will stay up on 
YouTube until the end of October and you 
can access it by clicking here. 

Consider joining the Constitutional 
Club for early notification of the next one 
and all their other events. 

 

Devon Open Studios 
12th to 27th September 

Devon Open Studios is with us once again, and Angela Holmes is 

taking part as usual. You can find her at Venue 65 in Old Pottery 
Court, Chudleigh. 

There are no printed catalogues this year but you can surf 
the online catalogue by clicking here. 

Angie will be displaying a    
variety of stone and ceramic sculpture, 
indoors & outdoors plus small ceramic 
items & collagraph prints. 

Roger Dennis will also be open 
in the studio above (Venue 66) with an 
insight into his paintings and sketch-
books. 

There is a cafe within the    
courtyard; Angie’s own kettle is      
frequently on the boil, and there’s the 
possibility of a glass of wine if you 
come between 5pm and 6 pm. 

 
Collagraph print: After Yarner Wood 

 
 

Newton Community Choir 
Newton Community Choir is    

holding an online Fundraising    
Concert on Saturday 26th September 
at 6.30pm via Zoom. We have    
recorded six lockdown virtual choir 
videos which we'd like to share with 
everyone online. The concert is free but there will be an           
opportunity to donate to our chosen charities via a Just Giving 
Page at the end of the concert. We will be performing a gospel 
number called Hold On and pop songs Skyfall, God Only Knows, 
Lean on Me, You Raise Me Up and You've Got a Friend. What a 
brilliant song list! Email me for the zoom link and I can give you 
instructions about how to install zoom (which is easy).  

Newton Community Choir has spaces for new members if 
you'd like a free taster session. We have many Covid-safe options 
for members to attend: online zoom sessions; indoor meets with 
restricted numbers; and outdoor performances. We are a warm, 
social group who welcome new members from all abilities and 
backgrounds with no auditioning. We sing harmonised pop,    
gospel, folk, African, sea shanties and Christmas songs (from  
November). Email me if you'd like to find out more or book your 
free taster session.  

Megan Taper 

 

Pauline Quirke Academy 
The local PQA academy in 

Exeter runs morning and 
afternoon sessions with 
three hours of comedy and 
drama, musical theatre and 
film and TV on Saturdays. 
They are currently enrolling 
and offer free taster        
sessions. For 4 to 18 year 
olds. 

https://youtu.be/P-ieXodtre8
http://www.devonartistnetwork.co.uk/%20devon-open-studios-2020
https://online.flipbuilder.com/rzgq/gvzr/#p=1
mailto:meganjanebeadman@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:meganjanebeadman@yahoo.co.uk
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Chudleigh Constitutional Club News 
Hello Chudleigh!  Those of you who are not members already, 

may not know of the facilities this lovely private members club 
has to offer!  It is a jewel hidden away on the second and third 
floor of the building next door to the Bishop Lacy.   

Membership is just £7.50 per year (to go up to £10 in   
January).  For that we have (when not restricted by Covid!): 

 

• a full size Snooker Table    

• two Pool Tables  

• a Skittle Alley 

• regular weekly Euchre Club  

• a Weekly Sunday Bingo  

• a Monthly Friday Bingo  

• a monthly Quizgo 

• Cabaret Sauvignon 

• monthly members’ evenings with Live Entertainment and 
meat draw 

• discos  

• Open Mic - monthly 

• Karaoke - monthly 

• games competitions a 

• nd much more in the pipeline… 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on the evening of 
Friday 11th September. The Chairperson’s Report included many 
thanks to people for their valued and appreciated support during 
2019 and those who have contributed during lockdown to       
completing the refurbishment of the Snooker Room including the 
re-covering of the Snooker and Pool tables.   

A lot has been achieved and there is still more to do!   
First Special Thank You: The year started with a fundraiser 

when we were privileged to have Chudleigh’s very own Tank 
Sherman as our guest. Supporting acts on the nights were The 
Tena Ladies and The Shanty Men.  What a hilarious evening we 
all had and there is a rumour he may be back soon! 

£464 was raised towards the front room (now named the 
Church Lounge by Adrian Heath) for re-upholstering the fitted 
seating taken from the Function Room and for a new carpet.   

We have a lovely feature wall in the Function Room which 
attracts many compliments. 

Special thanks to Peter Whittle and his House Red Band 
for bringing us Cabaret Sauvignon and so much fun; and to Ali 
Peters for bringing Quizgo and laughs galore as well as a cash 
bonus. 

The full list of thank yous for contributions from members 
is exhaustive. 

We have a functional open space which is used by U3A for 
many of their meetings.   

Did you know The Con Club is available for Party     
Bookings with a £10 room hire charge?   

Membership is now open if you would like to take join us. 
New members are always welcome. More information on our 
website. 

Tina Dobson 
 

Pool tables 

Skittle alley 

 

 

Tank Sherman 
entertains... 

 

 

 

The refurbished 
Church Lounge 

 

 

Cabaret Sauvignon’s 
House Red Band 

http://www.chudleigh.club
http://www.chudleigh.club
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 On A Lighter Note. 

 

Taking The Weight Off... 
Thirteen residents of a 

street in Chudleigh, have 
been making the headlines 
recently by taking part in 
Dr Michael Mosley’s 
Shape Up Britain        
challenge.  

The volunteers all 
used the Fast 800 regime 
and between them lost 
over fifteen stone in just 
eight weeks.  

St Mary’s Close 
has been nicknamed 
Slimspiration Street in 
tribute to their success; 
and the project was      
featured all last week in 
The Daily Mail. 

Congratulations to 
all involved 

 
 
 

Credit Where It’s Due 
It’s an unfortunate fact of life that many of the 
online discussion threads about young people 
these days are complaints about antisocial     
behaviour and bullying. 

So it was a delight to see this message 
recently from Sara Collman on Spotted Chudleigh Facebook 
Group: 

“Two boys on the MUGA, Josh and Theo were fantastic 
today. They let my boys play football with them and really 
encouraged they. I was really impressed with how kind Josh 
and Theo were.”  

And to make it even better, the mothers of both Josh 
and Theo responded to say how much their sons had enjoyed 
the experience as well. 

How nice to see positive feedback of this kind. 
 

 
 

 
For Readers Of A Certain Age... 
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Wild About Chudleigh 
 
 

 

 

A Prickle of Hedgehogs 
During September, to coincide with Chudleigh Arts  
Festival and Devon Open Studios, there will be a grand 
gathering of over 30 decorated hedgehogs in the     

Orchard Café, Pottery Court, The Square, Chudleigh.   

A community art project to raise awareness and      

support for our local hedgehogs. 

  
Thank you,  

Barbara Steele 
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com  
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

 

 

 

 

Chudleigh WILD 
Now is the time for foraging, sloes, blackberries, elderberries and 

crab apples in the hedgerows, but also our community orchard and 
roadside trees. We have medlars, apples and filberts in Millstream 
Meadow; the community orchard has mostly cider apples but a 
new orchard at the skate park end will be eating apples and pears 
and perhaps a Walnut tree. Foreign Italian alders have been felled 
to make room for fruit trees. Chudleigh WILD has contracted to 
pay for these, so donations please for a tree of your choice! 

The orchid count at     
Harcombe cross reveals good 
numbers of Greater Butterfly, 
Early Purple and Common    
Spotted orchids, but also the less 
common Pyramidal and Bee   
orchids were seen in the late 
spring, plus Twayblades and  
Adders tongue in the early spring. 
Chudleigh Parish botany is holding up well. 

Perhaps the Greater Horseshoe bats are not holding up 
quite so well. We have spent a lot of time trying to plot the      
flyways and making sure that routes to the Teign Valley and up 
Kate Brook remain accessible.  

Trying  to get Linden Homes and 
Devon County Council Highways to fulfil 
the commitment and conditions to protect   
habitats for night time wildlife is very 
difficult. You will have noted the removal 
of mature hedges and trees on Station Hill, 
and death of the majority of planting along 
what should be a shaded corridor below 
Gordon Lodge, so the extra, possibly   
unnecessary, street lights will make a dark 
crossing of the road almost impossible. Go 
and have a look and think of writing to the       
organisations to persuade them to change 
their actions. 

A further  initiative promoted by Chudleigh Town Council 
and Chudleigh WILD is the avoidance of use of Glyphosate and 
other weed killers. We need volunteers to help scraping and    
removing weeds in gutters. You will see Councillors having a go 
around the town so look at your kerbs and gutters and help if you 
can. 

Tessa Frost 
 

mailto:chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.%20com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/

