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Engine For Raising Money...  

Many people in town will have seen the great 

craftsmanship exhibited by Richard Marks over the 

years: from numerous carnival floats, through draw 

prizes; to the life-size Rudolph that keeps Santa 

company in the grotto on the night of the      

Christmas Fayre.  

Well, Richard’s been at it again. He’s   

lovingly produced this beautiful engine which is 

being used to raise money for the Pancreatic    

Cancer Action Group. 

Former Chudleigh resident Elizabeth    

Bayliss died of Pancreatic Cancer last year. And 

her daughter, Kate Cornish, is raising money for 

the PCAG in her mother’s memory. By August, 

she had raised nearly £3K. The day of music and 

entertainment organised by The Bishop Lacy pub 

on 2nd September netted more than £1700 in the 

street collection alone. There’s another event 

planned in the Con Club in October. And of 

course, there’s the prize draw. 

The engine was delivered by Richard and 

handed to Kate Cornish by Chudleigh Mayor, 

Councillor Mike Underwood at the end of last 

month. The draw will take place in November, 

which is Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. 

Tickets can be bought at The Bishop Lacy. Just 

think of the joy on the face of your child or   

grandchild on 

opening a present 

and finding this 

work of art    

inside. Don’t 

miss out: get 

your tickets next 

time you are 

passing (or even  

drinking in) The 

Bishop. 
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A huge thank you to this 

month’s sponsors: 

The Cridford Inn;   

Home Instead Senior Care;  

Heart House Yoga;  

and  Webselect 

Running For The Bus 

 

 

 

Mike Underwood (left) 

and Richard Marks 

presenting the draw 

prize to Kate Cornish  

What child (or adult for that matter) wouldn’t love to own 

this beautifully crafted engine? 

Huge congratulations to local runner, Sam     

Bennett, who took part in the Ridgeway 86 mile 

challenge last month in order to raise money for a 

new minibus for Chudleigh Community Primary 

School. 

Sadly, Sam, who was running with her 

husband Barry, fell not long after starting the race, 

and ran for more than 50 miles with an injured 

hand. The couple were timed out after 28 hours, 

having completed 61.5 miles; a terrific run by 

anyone, let alone someone who is injured. 

T h e 

target on her 

fund - r a i s in g 

page is £1500. 

As we go to 

print, the total 

stands at over 

£4,800; more 

than  three 

times what she 

hoped for. But 

if you haven’t 

had time to 

donate yet, the 

page is  open 

un t i l  27 th  

S e p t e m b e r ; 

you can reach 

it by clicking 

here. 

September 2017 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/marathons4minibus
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/marathons4minibus
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From the Editor  

There have always been mixed 

views about school uniform. 

Some people believe it is     

important to give the kids a 

level playing field, at least  in 

appearance. Others believe it is 

unnecessary and sti f les       

creativity in youth. And there 

will always be some pupils who 

push the boundaries.  

When news of the South 

Dartmoor petition was posted 

on Facebook, the response was 

mixed as one would expect. And 

in some cases, it was rude and 

frankly disrespectful. I was 

therefore impressed by the 

calm, polite and eloquent way 

Friends of   
Chudleigh Library 
from Chairman, Douglas Neely 

If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh     

Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469  

or Chairman,  Douglas Neely  on 01626 853456. 

Our Group is just coming to the end of one competition we are 

running in the library and have just started a new one. To        

encourage children to complete The Reading Agency’s Summer 

Reading Challenge, we offered them the chance to win an     

Amazon Fire Tablet. Anyone completing the Challenge will be 

entered into a draw for one of the two prizes. All libraries in 

Devon were targeted to get at least 60% of children who started 

the Challenge to finish and I am pleased to say that with still a 

few days to go for late finishers, Chudleigh Library will hit this 

stiff target. Details of the winners will be published in the October 

Chudleigh Phoenix.  

Along with Chudfest, we are running a 500 Words Short 

Story competition for adults and children, offering the chance to 

win a £20 book token, have their story printed in the Chudfest 

Christmas Fayre brochure and help switch on the Chudleigh 

Christmas Lights. For more details, please contact Chudleigh 

Library or email friendsofchudleighlibrary@hotmail.com. 

in which Joseph Forey dealt 

with the feedback. Some of the 

adults taking part in this    

debate could learn a lesson in 

manners from him. We should 

never say things on Social  

Media we wouldn’t say to 

someone’s face. 

I couldn’t help smiling 

wryly at the news earlier this 

week of a break-in at the    

Police Office in the Town Hall. 

Wasn’t the move from the   

Police Station to the new    

location supposed to reduce 

the risk of crime in town? 

Finally, excuse the 

trumpet-blowing, but I am very 

proud of my new book, out this 

month. Do check out all the 

details on page 11. 

Kate 

Copy date 30th September for the October issue. Reserve your 

space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 

854611. The  editor reserves the right to edit copy for                 

considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily 

those of the editor. 

mailto:email%20friendsofchudleighlibrary@hotmail.com
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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The Children’s Voice 

Summer is over and the new term has begun. However, we’ve not had time to schedule a workshop yet, so we will be bringing you 

the new team of reporters from next month’s issue. In the meantime, I’m doing all the work on my own this month, so here are a 

couple of children-related stories... 

Introduction by Kate McCormick   

Uniform Controversy at South Dartmoor  

My attention was drawn to a 

posting on Facebook earlier 

this month from Chudleigh 

teenager, Joseph Forey.  He 

was sharing an online petition 

started by another pupil at 

South Dartmoor Community 

College following a change in the way uniform rules are         

enforced. 

The petition, which has gathered more than 600        

signatures so far has a number of points: 

 

 Rules on uniform, appearance and the college             

responsibility cards system has become too strict. 

 Bring back the Yellow Card! The current system states 

that if you have incorrect uniform you will receive a  

detention (there is no warning). 

 More leeway on uniform policies (pupils should not be 

removed from lessons because of incorrect uniform). 

 Universal punishment system (consistent from teacher 

to teacher). 

 

I spoke to Joseph a couple of days later and asked him 

what had caused the issues to arise. He told me that on       

returning to school at the start of the new term, pupils were 

reminded in their Tutor Groups that the uniform rules were 

going to be strictly enforced. Subsequently some pupils were 

put into isolation for infringements such as having skirts made 

of the wrong material, patch pockets on trousers, or what the 

school calls ‘extreme haircuts’. Isolation means removal from 

lessons and although the pupils are given work to do, “this is in 

no way the same level of education as being in the lesson,” said 

Joseph.  Other pupils were sent home. There was anger from 

some pupils and parents at this approach. Complaints included 

the suggestion that the pupils are being stripped of their    

individuality; and more importantly that priority was being given 

to appearance rather than to education. 

Following the events of the first couple of days, the 

Head of School, Paul Collins wrote to all parents/carers to   

clarify the situation.  He emphasised that there had been no 

substantial changes to the rules; it was enforcement that was 

being increased. This was apparently communicated at the end 

of the summer term, but the message did not reach all         

parents/carers. 

The rationale behind the uniform policy was given as 

follows: "The uniform at South Dartmoor is a symbol of your 

aspiration to excellence and high achievement. Your appearance 

is a measure of your self-discipline. It reflects your pride and 

commitment to being a member of the College, and is a visible 

sign of your readiness to learn"  

The letter went on to dispute the claims of the pupils 

regarding what sanctions had been imposed. However, it       

certainly seems strange that any sanctions were used during the 

first week, which was supposed to be a ‘Grace Period.’ That 

Grace Period has now been extended until w/c 18th September.  

The expectation of the Head is that “by Monday 25th         

September, any issues regarding uniform will have been       

resolved.” Staff and pupils are meeting for discussions in the 

meantime. 

This is an age-old point of dissent. It will be interesting 

to see how it pans out at South Dartmoor. [See editorial      

comment on page 2.] 

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/southdartmoorpolicies
http://www.southdartmoor.devon.sch.uk/school-news/uniform-update-6917/


Following the talk last autumn by the Stover Canal Trust,    

highlighting the restoration work now under way, our Chairman, 

Andrew Turnbull, agreed to organise a guided walk along the 

Canal. This took place on the evening of 24th August and John 

Ellis from the Trust was our guide. 

John has been involved as a volunteer with the Trust for 

many years and is also interested in local history. We were 

treated to a fascinating walk where John was not only able to 

explain the workings of the Canal and its ancillary trades when it 

was operational but also to show us pictures of the Canal in the 

past depicting the scenes as they would have been at the places 

where we stopped. While restoration work continues at Ventiford 

Lock at the top of the Canal, the Gravelling Lock has been    

completely refurbished this year and now clearly shows how 

barges were floated on to the dry dock and the water removed so 

that they could be repaired or re-pitched. A most interesting and 

educational walk. 

The mosaics project is now on a roll. The idea is to create 

and install three mosaics that will help to tell the story of     

Chudleigh. It is a collaborative venture that was initially        

envisaged by CADAS but now includes Daisi (the arts education 

organisation that develops art engagement opportunities for   

children and young people in Devon); our Primary School; and 

the Town and District Councils that are providing the Section 

106 monies to largely finance it.  

Daisi have arranged for one of their artists, Monica 

Shanta Brown, to create and make the mosaics with the help of 

children from the Primary School. In the first week of term,   

pupils will be putting forward their ideas to be discussed with 

Monica when she visits on 11th September.  Around a fortnight 

later, older pupils will help her to create the mosaics which will 

be assembled in her studio and  installed in Chudleigh soon after.  

It is anticipated that around 60 children will play a part in this 

imaginative project. 

 

 

 

Amenity Society News 
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Phoenix are looking for 

new people to join our 

small, friendly team as 

one of our members is 

moving away from the 

area. 

We ring all types 

of music, popular,    

classical and rag-time 

and we ring from music 

so some reading ability would be an advantage, although it is not 

a necessity, as you can mark up your music to show which 

notes/bell to ring. 

We meet on most Monday evenings at Chudleigh Town 

Hall from 7.45pm to 10pm.  If you would like to have a go why 

not come along? For more details please contact Ian Dodds on 

01626 776646 or Audrey Marshall on 01626 853419. 

Phoenix Handbell Ringers 

Chudleigh              

Parish Church 

9.30am to 

12.30pm 
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We hope you are enjoying the bat nights and feel enthused to take 

an interest in all things batty. [Next one 22nd September, see page 

14 for details.] 

 The Bat recorder 

hosted at the Town hall has 

been lent out regularly and 

reports of the species found 

sent back. We have also been 

taking part in a research   

project placing recorders in 

the landscape at specific  

distances from the A38 to 

look at the reaction of bats to big roads. All this work will help us 

to try to understand how to plan development so that people and 

wildlife can co-exist in the same space. 

Deer Park Farm have held some 

wonderful events through the year. 

Try not to miss the  hedge walk on 

21st October, and the wax caps walk 

on 11th November. There will also 

be a hedge walk in Chudleigh in 

half term week for children of all 

ages, so watch out for posters. 

 

Also through the autumn we need 

working parties to plant in      

hedgerows and other public spaces; 

people have been growing on foxgloves, mallow, primroses etc. 

We will continue ripping the plastic from under the trees at     

Millstream Meadow and plant more bulbs. Litter picking parties 

will happen when things have died back a bit. 

In the Town Hall we 

have a copy of the       

Woodland Trust’s national 

petition to encourage the 

government to recognise the 

importance of trees in all 

developments. If you have 

not signed it already please 

do so, and encourage your 

friends to do so, if you care 

for trees. This campaign is a 

commemoration of the  

Charter of the Forest of 1217, an extension of the Magna Carta 

with relevance to the great majority of the populace of the time. It   

restored some of the woodland spaces back to common use after 

they had been annexed by three Kings, Henry II, Richard and 

John, so a good thing! 

We are still busy writing policies for the Neighbourhood 

Development plan and hope to have the draft version ready later in 

the year, so lots happening. 

Any suggestions or questions to me or the Town Hall. 

Tessa Frost 

01626 852551 rat.frost@gmail.com 

Frances Daysh: Treasurer, dayshfrances5@hotmail.com, 853173 

Lyn Paris : everything else, lyn.paris@outlook.com, 852090 

Julie Rayner: work sessions, julierayner194@yahoo.co.uk, 835432 

Chudleigh  
Rotters Update 

Our September Saturday morning session at the allotments was 

bright and sunny, and first to arrive was Annabelle during one 

of her short visits to Chudleigh; Annabelle was one of the   

founders of the Rotters so it was great for her to see that we are 

still going!  Claire, Leah, Lyn and Tessa also soon arrived and 

the consensus was to move the donated pile into Bay 1 to start 

the composting process.  Firstly however the remainder of Bay 

1's contents needed to be moved into Bay 2 which also turned 

and aerated the contents, and then the donation pile was placed 

into Bay 1. 

Meanwhile Lyn had very kindly brought her own   

strimmer and she completely trimmed the grass; the cuttings 

were raked up and also placed in Bay 1. This has made the area 

very presentable now! 

We made sure we stopped for tea or coffee and biscuits 

mid-morning, using our picnic bench, and it was very pleasant 

to sit in the sunshine and chat about this and that—a very     

important part of the process! 

We are still very concerned that the donated material 

continues to contain branches, soil and weeds which we       

presume are from garden clearing; such materials will not   

compost successfully with our system and need to be either 

placed in a green wheelie bin or taken to the waste centre in 

Brunel Estate, Newton Abbot.  PLEASE DO NOT ABUSE 

THIS VOLUNTARY PROJECT TO SAVE PAYING FOR A 

GREEN WHEELIE BIN.       

Sieved compost—ideal to improve your garden soil—is 

now available, in approximately 12.5kg bags, at 50p/bag for 

non-members and only 25p/bag for members [and don’t forget 

that membership is  FREE]. 

                            Our next session will be from 10am to 

noon on Saturday 7th October—come along and meet us! 

Firstly, a big "Thank You” to everyone who 

has made donations to Chudleigh Youth  

Centre in the collection boxes around the 

town; it is much appreciated.  

On Saturday 4th November we are holding a Coffee 

Morning at the Rest Centre from 10am to 11.30am. Do join us 

for the occasion if you can.  

Later in the month, on Saturday 18th November, we are 

holding a Table Top Sale at the Youth Centre from 10am to 

noon. It’s a great opportunity to find some early Christmas      

presents or to raise some money from unwanted items. Tables 

cost £8 (£5 for charities). For further details please contact Sue 

Metcalfe on 853651.  

Fund Raising Events for CYC 
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‘I’m in a church and there are people drinking and waltzing, doing 

headstands and handstands. Ah, of course, it’s a 3 Daft Monkeys gig’ 

—so started a recent review in Cornwall’s West Briton.  

Bringing vibrant and sparkling songs from their new album 

Year of the Clown as well as quirky, dynamic and festival folky  

favourites, 3DM’s 4-piece band are taking their famously dynamic 

live show to new danceable dizzy heights.  

So come prepared when you get your tickets for their       

performance in Chudleigh Community School Hall.  While we will 

have chairs, we will also have some aisles in which to dance,       

definitely some drink and, if you want to be spun round and upside 

down, I guess we can find you a spot for that too!   

It’s on Saturday 4th November; doors open at 7.30pm for an 

8.00pm start, and you can get your tickets either from Chris and 

Lynn Evans 01626 852553, or from Andy in Chudleigh DIY shop.  

They are £11 for adults and £7 for children.  Destined to sell out, 

according to John Culf and somebody else who thinks they’re     

definitely not to be missed, with their musical influences of ‘space 

rock, reggae, Yiddish, Eastern European and Celtic’.  Have a look on 

Youtube. 

And this is a post VIA gig brought to you by Chudleigh  

Community Project.  Hooray! 

Lynn Evans 

3 Daft Monkeys 

Parents, staff and children at Doddiscombsleigh Primary 

School are delighted to announce the ninth Doddiscombsleigh 

Art Show will be held in the Teign Valley Community Hall, 

Christow from 27th to 29th October. 

There will be exhibits 

from seventy-five mainly 

South-West artists showing a 

broad spectrum of work   

including watercolours,    

pastels, oils, lino prints,   

etchings,   pencil drawings, 

recycled plastic art, polymer 

clay, woodwork, photos, 

sculptures, jewellery and 

glassware. The illustration 

shows an abstract piece from Chudleigh artist, Chris Bradley. 

Helen Beard, parent and chair of the show, comments: 

“The success of the Doddiscombsleigh Art Show grows and 

grows each year and I am very excited to be part of the great 

team that puts it all together. This show is the best show in 

Devon to view such a diverse range of art and we are delighted 

to once again bring it to fruition for everyone to enjoy”. 

The show’s patron is Michael Morpurgo OBE, FRSL, 

FKC, DL, English book author, poet, playwright and librettist 

who is best known for children’s novels including War Horse 

and Private Peaceful. Mr Morpurgo comments, “the         

Doddiscombsleigh Art Show is a truly wonderful initiative 

that helps a small school hugely and I am honoured to have 

been asked to be the Patron. These kind of initiatives should 

be widely encouraged!” 

In addition to the art, the show also incorporates a   

wonderful shop selling beautiful handmade craft items and a 

Cafe serving delicious home-made food 

and refreshments. 

The show is open from 10am to 

5pm on the Friday and Saturday and 10am 

to 1pm on Sunday. For further            

information visit the website. 

Doddiscombsleigh Art Show 

Lily Warne’s poppies will be on sale in the shop 

http://www.doddiscombsleighartshow.co.uk
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South Devon-based Red Earth Opera will give semi-staged    

performances of Mozart’s La clemenza di Tito (The clemency of 

Titus) in Paignton on 7th October and in Chudleigh on 8th      

October.  

Love and ambition collide in this politically charged opera, 

considered to be among the finest of Mozart’s mature works. Set 

in Rome in the year 79, it tells the story of Vitellia’s search for 

revenge when she is spurned by Titus. Besotted Sesto agrees to 

avenge her as a token of his love, but all does not go to plan.  

The performances will be given in English. Regular opera-

goers will no doubt welcome back previous soloists Hugh Legg, 

Louise Mott and Will O’Brien; while having the opportunity to 

hear first-timers Helen Bailey, Camilla Foster Mitchell and     

Helena Payne. 

Red Earth Opera was formed in 2013, and first performed 

at the 2014 Teignmouth Classical Music Festival. The idea came 

from a meeting of performers looking for opportunities to sing 

and play opera in Devon and to involve local musicians.  

Now in its fifth season, Red Earth Opera has a growing fan 

base. The soloists have been a mix of seasoned singers and young 

artists, providing audiences with the opportunity to see and hear 

some of the stars of the future as they start their careers. The   

chorus and orchestra include many fine musicians from Devon, 

Somerset and Cornwall; a number of Chudleigh singers, including 

your Chudleigh Phoenix editor, will be in the chorus this time 

around. The Musical Director of Red Earth Opera is Jane    

Anderson-Brown.  

Full details of times, prices and where to buy your ticket 

can be found at ticketsource.co.uk/southdevonsingers or by     

ringing 01626 870107. 

Our new Season continues with the (subtitled) foreign language 

film, The Lunchbox (2013, Cert PG) on 

29th September in the Woodway Room 

of Chudleigh Town Hall (Woodway 

Street  entrance). Doors open at      

approximately 7.15pm for the 8pm 

screening as the AGM is held at 7pm.  

The film stars Irrfan Khan, 

Nimrat Kaur and Nawazuddin Siddiqui 

and has been kindly sponsored by 

Chudleigh residents. This drama is a 

charming film in which a lunchbox 

(lovingly  prepared by a middle class 

housewife) is inadvertently delivered to 

the wrong office worker, who happens 

Film Society News 

Red Earth Opera To Perform Mozart in Chudleigh 

to be grumpy and lonely. The film 

exudes wit as well as warmth as the 

story unfolds. 

Subsequently, on Friday 13th 

October (doors open 7.15pm for 8pm 

screening) Sully: Miracle on the    

Hudson (2016, Cert12A) is the story of 

Chelsey Sullenberger, an American 

pilot (Tom Hanks) who became a hero 

after landing his damaged plane on the 

Hudson River. We thank Chudleigh 

Post Office for sponsoring this film. 

 Our programme leaflets/membership application forms 

can be found in the wall racks inside Chudleigh Town Hall,  at the 

local library and Dandelion. The standard membership is £20 pa 

with  £2 payable on the door per film. Non-members are welcome 

to just ‘turn up’ at a charge of £6 per film.  Alternatively, see 

www.chudleighfilmsociety.org.  

ticketsource.co.uk/southdevonsingers
http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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We are now well into our first season of The Lunch Club and 

looking forward to the ‘season of mellow fruitfulness’. We begin 

October with a traditional, chunky Harvest Soup using local   

vegetables.  For me, this is something to look forward to as the 

summer draws to a close; like crumpets and toasted tea cakes—

always warm and comforting. 

 In ‘the good old days’, the infants (how quaint that 

sounds) brought contributions for the soup to school  from their 

gardens, and if they had grown them themselves they could     

perhaps tell the class how they had prepared the soil, sown the 

seeds and watered and weeded the row when necessary as they 

watched them grow. Then, when the time was right, have their 

very own vegetables to pull up and bring to school.  

We were so lucky through those years to be able to take 

our time in a practical maths lesson. First of all kneading the 

dough for the Harvest loaf, then while it was proving by the    

radiator, divide into groups and all have time for writing and   

illustrating the recipe, comparing the vegetables, weighing,   

washing, peeling, chopping, and eventually tipping them all into a 

big pot, to simmer in a safe corner until cooked, while we got back 

to the bread.  

We had enough dough to make a small roll each to eat with 

our delicious soup, as well as the Harvest loaf, complete with 

stalks of wheat and a little mouse. They were all carried on trays 

to the kitchen, where the cook had prepared a hot oven in       

readiness, and the next day the Harvest Loaf would be carried 

proudly to church.  

I don’t know if any of you have similar happy memories 

but you are very welcome to come & share them on a Wednesday, 

and you are sure to find old friends or make new ones. Every 

week, except the second Wednesday of the month, we have the 

Rest Centre until 3.30pm so that there is no need to hurry away. 

Menus for the next five weeks are set out below – all good value 

at £6 each. 

Remember, you must order your lunch in advance, at the 

latest by the Saturday before you require it. There are also special 

reductions on a table for four or four lunches on different dates, 

for only £20. Email: carolesmart2@aol.com or phone  853787.  

The Lunch Club: Eat – Chat – Relax with Carole Smart      

Wednesday 20th September 

Beef and vegetable soup Super 7 soup (v) 

Apple strudel with cream or 

custard 

Ice cream, fruit salad, fresh 

fruit, or cheese and biscuits 

Tea or filter coffee 

Wednesday 27th September 

Pea and ham soup Troan onion and cider soup (v) 

Pear and walnut tart with 

cream or custard 

Ice cream, fruit salad, fresh 

fruit, or cheese and biscuits 

Tea or filter coffee  

Wednesday 4th October  

Spanish soup Harvest vegetable soup (v) 

Blackberry and apple crumble 

with cream or custard 

Ice cream, fruit salad, fresh 

fruit, or cheese and biscuits 

Tea or filter coffee  

Wednesday 11th October (Chudleigh Kitchen Charity) 

Bacon and lentil soup Sweetcorn chowder (v) 

Ginger pudding with cream or 

custard 

Ice cream, fruit salad, fresh 

fruit, or cheese and biscuits 

Tea or filter coffee  

Wednesday 18th October 

Chicken and mushroom soup Minestrone soup (v) 

Treacle tart with cream or 

custard 

Ice cream, fruit salad, fresh 

fruit, or cheese and biscuits 

Tea or filter coffee  

mailto:carolesmart2@aol.com
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Chudleigh/Troarn  

Twinning Association 

 

 

Skittles Night 
Saturday 7th October 

7.30pm 

Con Club, Fore Street 

£5 entry (no tickets; pay on the door)  

to include a Ploughman’s Supper 

 

Licensed Bar 
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Chudleigh Youth Centre 

Market Way 

Chudleigh, TQ13 0HL 

 

Tel: +44 (0) 7506675356 

Heart House Yoga 
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Back in 1992, I nearly died in Brazil. Or to be completely accurate, I 

nearly died on a plane about to land in Sao Paulo.  

I collapsed in the loo (not the most glamorous of locations,     

admittedly) and had to be hauled out by the air crew, not breathing. It 

totally disrupted breakfast service in First Class, as that was the only 

place there was room to lay me out on the floor. Then, when the         

inevitable call went out for a doctor, there were seventy-six on board, 

cardiologists flying home from a convention in Europe. My colleagues 

told me later the medics were surrounding me, waving syringes in the air 

and arguing about whether I was having a heart attack or not! 

I wasn’t—and in fact the cause of my collapse was never          

discovered. But this incident remains one of my enduring memories of 

working in Brazil—along with drinking caipirinha cocktails, sampling 

the delights of the barbeque restaurants and watching the Iguacu Falls      

appearing out of the mists. 

Now I have used Brazil, and several of my experiences, as the 

setting for my new novel, Deception! 

I spent thirty years working in the sometimes murky world of 

international pharmaceuticals, so when I started writing thrillers, it 

seemed obvious to use that industry as my theme. Most of my books and 

stories are set in Russia and Africa, which is where I spent much of my 

working life, but Brazil was very special to me and I’ve wanted to write 

about it for a long time. 

Deception! is book 2 in the Suzanne Jones series and sees the 

regulator turned investigator checking out a potentially dangerous new 

health supplement while sister Charlie continues to pursue the           

counterfeiter who caused so much harm in book 1. As the cover says: 

deceit is a dangerous game and it seems like everyone’s playing. 

Deception! is available both as a paperback and in ebook format, 

from a variety of outlets. Full details can be found on my website. For 

this month only, there are special deals available on both the new book 

and Counterfeit!, the first book in the series, if bought as paperbacks. 

And until 19th September, the ebooks are available on all major         

distribution platforms at just 99p each. Call 01626 854611 for details. 

We are holding a couple of launch parties on Tuesday 19th     

September. Between 11.30am and 3.30pm, there will be an online event, 

with games, music and the chance to win free books from a variety of 

authors in the prize draw. Then at 7pm in Chudleigh Church, there will 

be live music, readings, fizz and cake, as we celebrate the launch of the 

paperback. If you would like an invitation to either of these parties, get in 

touch: elizabeth@elizabethducie.co.uk or 01626 854611. 

 

 

[As many of you 

already know, 

Elizabeth Ducie is 

the pen name of 

CP editor, Kate 

McCormick.] 

Elizabeth Revisits Site of Near-
Death Experience Chudleigh Baptist Church is renting the single storey 

building (formerly Wuffstuff) and garden in the centre of 

Chudleigh. The venue will play host to a number of  

community events.  

And are you wondering what’s going on in the 

garden? The Baptists 

are restoring it to look   

beautiful again, and 

YOU could help! On 

Sat 23rd September 

from 10am until 4pm 

they will be holding a 

work party to create 

flower beds. They 

would welcome as 

much help as possible to clear weeds and dig over the 

soil, ready to plant bulbs and pollinator friendly flowers 

and shrubs. Help for any length of time, be it half an hour 

or three, would be greatly appreciated. Refreshments will 

be provided for volunteers! Please bring your own tools. 

Baptists On The Move... 

http://www.elizabethducie.co.uk/deception/
mailto:elizabeth@elizabethducie.co.uk
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 ...by volunteering your time at the beautiful Harcombe View 

Café located in The Fire Fighters Charity rehabilitation centre at 

Harcombe House, Chudleigh.   

Harcombe View Café helps to raise funds for our brave 

fire and rescue men and women in their time of need, whether 

injured, ill or requiring psychological support.  

Sadly, the café, which is run by a group of local friendly 

volunteers, can only open 3 days a week, from Thursday to     

Saturday, and it desperately needs more volunteer support to   

enable it to open every day.  Every scone, cake, latte or          

cappuccino purchased goes directly to enhancing the lives of our 

fire and rescue service family, so if you have 3 hours to spare and 

want to support this worthy cause speak to the volunteer         

coordinator, Kate Harrison on 01256 368 866. 

Help support our brave Fire 
Fighters and their families... Action for Children’s local base, Moors Edge Children Centre, is 

based at Heathfield, and covers the South Dartmoor and Teign 

Valley area. We would like to make all parents with children  

under 5 aware of the services we offer, as we are focused on   

supporting families and children to reach their full potential.  

Like and Follow our Facebook page (Moors Edge      

Children Centre) for our current programme, which is regularly 

updated. You will also be able to enjoy interactive videos 

(storytelling and craft and messy play ideas) every week to share 

with your children. 
 

Ante-Natal Classes 

Ante-Natal classes will run from 29th August to 19th September 

and will start again on 3rd October. Please do not think you have 

missed out! 

These classes can help you to prepare for your baby's birth 

and learn to look after and feed your baby. They can help you to 

stay healthy during pregnancy, and give you confidence and   

information. 
 

Universal Baby Massage 

We are hosting a Baby Massage Group, for 5 weeks, starting from 

19th September. Sessions are led by Helen Bourne, who is a 

qualified IAIM (International Association of Infant Massage   

Instructors). 

There are lots of benefits to regular baby massage        

including helping  them to sleep and settle better. This helps you 

both feel calmer and relaxed (National Childbirth Trust, 2017). 

This course will cost £25 for the 5 weeks. 10am till 11.30am 

every Tuesday. Based at Moors Edge Children Centre, Heathfield. 

TQ12 6SB. If you are interested please ring to book a space on 

01626 835612. 
 

Little Explorers 

Little explorers will run from 1.30pm to 2.40pm every Thursday 

from 28th September. This includes 3 weeks heuristic and 2 

weeks messy play, followed by an introduction week of stay and 

play. If you are interested please call Moors Edge Children Centre 

on 0626 835612. 
 

Dangerous Dads. 

Dangerous Dads was established as a Children's Centre project in 

December 2007; since then they have grown and now there are 

groups across the UK and internationally. (Dangerous Dads, 

2017). 

 Saturday 7th October. Apple pressing—making apple juice 

and cider. All welcome! Meet at New Park, Buckfast. TQ11 

0HL. Bring some clean plastic bottles. 1pm to 4pm.  

 Saturday 14th October. Super Rockets. Meet at St Catherine’s 

School, Heathfield. 1pm to 4pm.  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 

info@dangerousdads.org.uk or 

call on: 07731795160. 

Action for Children 

mailto:info@dangerousdads.org.uk


News of the Chudleigh Natural Burial Site 

The Town Council is pressing on with the introduction of a 

natural burial site in Chudleigh. Given the costs in terms of energy 

used for cremation and/or the preparation of coffins; the use of 

stone for memorials (often shipped considerable distances from 

overseas quarries); or the use of formaldehyde for embalming, 

which has an adverse effect upon groundwater; natural burials 

offer an ecological alternative to traditional funerals. 

Natural burial sites, by their very nature, quickly revert to 

natural grass/meadow land and are managed accordingly. Some 

sites are gradually planted with suitable trees and are developed as 

new woodland as the site matures. However, in Chudleigh, it is felt  

that the area would be more in keeping if left as a flower meadow. 

Natural burials are shallower than tradition graves and only one 

deceased is permitted within one plot whereas traditional plots 

sometimes allow three. 

The Chudleigh Natural Burial Area is contained within the 

top corner of the 

current cemetery 

and a hedge and 

trees are being 

planted to delineate 

th is  “natural”   

corner.  The photo 

shows the size of 

the plot with the 

white marker posts 

indicating the new hedge line. 

The Chudleigh site has south facing views over the town 

and beyond to Haytor.  The maturity of the natural hedge will  

create a really special corner of the cemetery. 

Demand for natural burial would appear to be increasing 

although there is variation between different regions. People born 

between 1946 and 1964 (the ‘baby boomers’) are generally      

recognised as the first major generational group to take            

environmental issues seriously on a wide scale and they are now at 

the stage of life when they lose their parents or partners, or plan 

for their own funerals. Environmentally-friendly funeral provision 

is not only a logical extension of an environmentally-aware     

lifestyle, but also has broad appeal as an alternative to a           

conventional cemetery. 

Readers are welcome to visit the natural burial site to see 

how restful the area is now and will be into the future. Prices for 

natural burials are now contained in the town council Cemetery 

Price List, on the website. 

 

Improving play and leisure facilities in Chudleigh 

The outdoor gym at Millstream Meadow is now open for 

business. Feedback suggests it has been well-received and is being 

used by people of all ages. [I’ve had a go myself, for research  

purposes. Ed.] 

The play park at The Gardens is around twenty years old 

and in need of refurbishment. The finance is in place, as are most 

of the designs and quotations from contractors. The next step is to 

identify a preferred design and preferred contractor that can     

deliver what is wanted within budget. This is anticipated by the 

end of October, allowing for public consultation in                   

November/December with a view to starting construction in    

February or March of next year. 

 

Out & About: 

Until four years ago Devon County Council used to spray 

the roads and footpaths within the town to control weeds. That 

service has now disappeared, a victim of the ever shrinking     

highways budget. The Town Council has now decided to fund this 

work to improve the appearance of the town. The contractor will 

carry out the spraying sometime in September or October. The 

timing is weather dependent as there needs to be a dry period for 

the herbicide to take effect.  

The main path at Exeter Road allotments will also be    

resurfaced. The work will be carried out by E & JW Glendinning. 

This will mean that there will be no vehicular access to the site for 

a day but allotment holders will get as much notice as possible of 

the date of the work. 

Regular users of the green open space at Fore Street park 

will know it does not drain particularly well. This autumn ground 

improvement works will be carried out: vertidraining the area; top 

dressing; and re-seeding of worn areas. Once again the work is 

weather dependent but as much notice as possible will be given to 

to park users. 

 

Forde House: 

The district council reception office is normally open to the 

public from 8.30am to 5pm. However, from 1st October until 31st  

December, the office opening times will be 9am to 4pm, to      

facilitate building works in preparation for the Department of 

Work & Pensions relocation to Forde House next year. Telephone 

services will remain open from 8.30am to 5pm.  

 

Town Hall 

New hand driers have recently been installed in all of the 

town hall toilets. They are a big improvement on what was there 

before and the days of drying your hands on the back of your   

trousers/skirt have now gone! 

Accredited Managing Volunteers Training:   
Starting 9th November 

NOCN Level 2 Award - Managing Volunteers 
Runs over 5 consecutive Thursdays 
9th November - 7th December 2017 

9.15 am -13.15 pm  
For more information or to book your place, 

visit www.teigncvs.org.uk/learning/events  
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Town Hall / Community News Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 

Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 

http://teigncvs.us14.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=e617f0a70a02739893b9dc5ad&id=9c3ebe53b0&e=fe23cd8d2d
mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/


 Chudleigh Phoenix 
August 2017 

Page 14 

What’s On In Chudleigh 

Saturday 16th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Chudleigh Athletic FC Coffee 
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am 
onwards 
Messy Church: Parish Church, 

3.30pm to 5.30pm. 
Arne House Productions: What 
A Way To Go, Teignmouth, 
details last month.  

Sunday 17th 

CADS: Cinderella auditions, 
Scout HQ, 2.30pm, details 
page 9. 
Chudleigh Baptists: Board 
Games Night, Rest Centre, 6pm 

to 9pm, details page 8. 
Monday 18th 

Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: 
monthly meeting, Rest Centre, 
10am to noon.  

Tuesday 19th 
Chudleigh Singers: Singing 
workshop, Scout HQ, 7.45pm, 
details page 6. 

Wednesday 20th 

Lunch Club: Town Hall, 
12.30pm, details page 8. 

Thursday 21st 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Carnival: Prize Bingo, Town 
Hall, 7pm. 

Friday 22nd 
Chudleigh WILD: Bat Night, 

Oldway (beyond Lower Twindle 
Close), 8pm. 

Saturday 23rd 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Coffee  Morning (tbc): Rest   
Centre, 10am onwards. 
Chudleigh Baptists: Garden 
Work Party, The Square, 10am, 

details page 11. 
Monday 25th 

Chudfest: Variety Concert  
tickets go on sale, Town Hall, 
details page 9. 

Wednesday 27th 
Lunch Club: Town Hall, 
12.30pm, details page 8. 

Thursday 28th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 29th 
TDC: Closing date for Dog  
Survey, details last month. 

Macmillan Cancer Support: 
World’s B iggest Coffee    
Morn ing, Par ish  Church , 

9.30am, details page 4.   
Film Society:  AGM, Woodway 
Room, 7pm. Details page 7. 
Film Society:  The Lunchbox 
(Cert. PG) foreign language 

drama, Woodway Room, 
7.15pm for 8pm. Details page 
7. 

Saturday 30th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date 

for October issue. 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
WI Coffee Morning: Rest    

Centre, 10am onwards. 

Monday 2nd 

Town Council: Full council 
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm 

Wednesday 4th 
Lunch Club: Town Hall, 
12.30pm, details page 8. 

WI: Fire Brigade Safety with 
Brian Capella, Rest Centre, 
7.30pm. 

Thursday 5th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

SEPTEMBER 

On The Beat  
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 
 

Contact Details:  website 

Emergencies: 999         

General enquiries: 101 

There were a total of eight crimes recorded for 

Chudleigh during the last reporting period,    

broken down as follows:  

Theft from shop: No suspects or witnesses. 

Enquiries complete. 

Misuse of public communications: A person 

has nuisance mobile phone calls for no apparent 

reason from an unknown number causing alarm 

and distress. The aggrieved person has contacted 

their service provider and had the number 

blocked. 

Possession of a controlled drug; Class B,       

Cannabis (2): A driver and passenger were 

caught smoking Cannabis by a mobile patrol. 

The Cannabis was seized and the offenders were 

given Cannabis warnings. 

Domestic related incidents (2):  All have been 

dealt with and information has been passed onto 

our partner agencies. 

Use of threatening/ abusive behaviour : A 

group of youths verbally abused a lone female. 

The offenders have been identified and enquiries 

are continuing. 

Dog out of control: The dog owner was       

identified and words of advice were given in 

regards to the control of the dog in a public 

place. 

 

Jon and I have been paying attention to the    

following issues in Chudleigh over the last 

month: 

1. Parking on pavements in certain areas of 

Chudleigh. 

2. Patrolling the play parks. 

3. Carrying out Moor watch patrols. 

Warning notices were placed on several vehicles 

parked on pavements  

Friday 6th 
History Group: Colin Vosper 

with The Devon Marble Industry, 
Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 
Chudfes t :  Sho r t  S to ry        
Competition closes, details 
page 2. 

Saturday 7th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Guides Coffee Morning:  Rest 

Centre, 10am. 
Town Council: Surgery, Town 
Hall, 10am to noon. 
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 
working party, allotments, 

Cemetery Hill, 10am.  
Red Earth Opera: La Clemenza 
di Tito, Paignton, 7.30pm,   
details page 7.  
Twinning Association: Skittles 

Night, Con Club, 7.30pm,    
details page 9.     

Sunday 8th 
Red Earth Opera: La Clemenza 
di Tito, Parish Church, 7.30pm,   

details page 7.      
Tuesday 10th 

Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Wednesday 11th 
Lunch Club: Town Hall, 
12.30pm, details page 8. 

Thursday 12th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Friday 13th 

Film Society: Sully: Miracle on 
the Hudson (12A), Woodway 
Room, 7.15pm for 8pm, details 
page 7. 
details page 6.  

 
Saturday 14th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

Chudleigh Childminders    
Coffee Morning:  Rest Centre, 
10am. 
Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Devon Opera: Cose Fan Tutte, 
Dartington, details page 9.   

Sunday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: October 
issue due out. 

Cabaret Sauvignon: Con Club, 
7pm for 7.30pm. OCTOBER 

http://www.elizabethducie.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/August-2017.pdf
http://www.elizabethducie.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/August-2017.pdf
http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

