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Inside this issue: 

All Dressed Up and Nowhere To Go...    
Nicky Over Reports on Twinning’s 30th Anniversary 

That’s what it felt like at the end of the week    

before the Troarn visitors were due to arrive for our 

celebration of 30 years of twinning between our two 

communities. 

 Brittany Ferries were not running, due to a 

strike by their personnel, and I was keeping a     

constant eye on the website on the Thursday    

morning. The workforce was considering an offer 

from the management, and there was an outside 

chance that the Friday night ferry from Caen to 

Portsmouth would run… but no, the offer was   

rejected, the crossing was cancelled, and Chudleigh 

Twinners were left with a weekend’s activities 

planned, and no visitors to enjoy them with! 

 To say no visitors is not fair, really: six 

intrepid souls from Troarn managed to find an   

alternative route, involving a lot more driving — 

two leaving home at 2.15am and the other four  

arriving in Chudleigh at 2.15am — and so at least 

we had representatives from Troarn. We thought we 

ought to have given them medals! 

 Would-be hosts, some extra friends, and 

our few French visitors all supported the Barn 

Dance on the Saturday evening though, and it was a 

really good evening. ‘Spinach for Norman’, who 

played, were superb as always, and their bilingual 

caller helped our French friends make sense of the 

dances — insofar as any of us can make sense of 

them! The caterer was brilliant — reasonably priced 

and very good quality —— and the school hall 

looked great, with British and French flags hung on 

the walls, and pretty flower arrangements on the 

tables. We are also grateful to Harcombe Singers 

and other entertainers for their contributions. 

 On the Sunday, we enjoyed a bilingual 

service in the Parish Church, then planted a tree 

(admittedly in a planter, but it is destined for the 

Sports field when the pétanque terrain is finished) 

and went back indoors for anniversary cake — 

made and decorated by Chudleigh Bakery — and 

coffee. The Chudleigh pétanque team beat the 

Troarn team at the afternoon’s match, and the    

visitors have vowed to practise and try again next 

time! 

 It was better than “making the best of a 

bad job”. Twinning activities are always fun, 

whether they involve French visitors or are just 

Chudleigh social events, and this weekend was no 

exception. Why not come to the AGM on Friday 

16th November in the Rest Centre and find out 

more, including what is planned for 2013?  

 

 

 
Town 
Council 
Vacancy 

Doug Hellier Laing has resigned 

from the Town Council due to work 

commitments. The first step to   

filling the vacancy is to advertise to 

electors that they have the right to 

request a formal election. They do 

this by writing to the Chief         

Executive at Teignbridge District 

Council, in her role as the Returning 

Officer for the district. Electors have 

until 24th October to make such 

requests. 

If ten or more requests are 

received then the Town Council is 

required, in conjunction with the 

District Council, to organise a    

formal election within 60 days. 

If there are insufficient   

requests to trigger an election then 

applications will be invited for       

co-option. This involves the       

candidates attending a meeting of 

the Town Council and providing a 

brief presentation focusing on the 

attributes they would bring.     

Councillors would then vote on 

which of the candidates to co-opt. 

 

Oak tree planted 30 years ago 

 

 

Chris Over 

(right) and 

Emmanuel 
Roy (left) 

plant the  oak 

tree in 1982 

 

 

The hornbeam, 

which will be 

planted at the 
pétanque  

terrain 
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From the Editors  

Chudleigh carnival has been a 

big part of our annual calendar 

for many years (long before 

Chudfest was a casual thought 

over a pint in the pub). The small 

committee that organises the 

event each year does a great job 

and that’s why it was wonderful to 

hear about Annie and Alan 

Holman receiving their Volunteer 

Award (see page 4). They very 

modestly insisted that the award 

was for the whole committee, but 

we want to express our personal 

thanks to the Holmans for their 

unceasing efforts, both for      

carnival and for the Christmas 

Fayre each year. 

But we have another   

reason for being thankful to the 

carnival committee. They are one 

of the sponsors that will help us 

fulfil an ambition we have had 

since CP was relaunched in    

October 2009 — we are finally 

going to put out a hard copy   

edition. In December this year, 

CP will be printed on real paper 

and posted through everyone’s 

letter-box! (We would love to do 

that every month, but finances 

don’t permit it.) The special    

December issue will be a round-

up of Chudleigh in 2012. We still 

have opportunities for sponsors to 

help fund this issue, so if you 

would like a chance to have your 

name on every breakfast table in 

Chudleigh (or would just like to 

help spread the word about CP) 

please get in touch today.  

We’re really looking   

forward to next month’s annual 

Variety concert (see page 3); if 

you want to see what we are in 

for, check out Phil Blackmore’s 

video on YouTube. Tickets are 

very popular and are limited to 

just 100. So for once, forget about 

the Chudleigh ‘we’ll buy at the 

last minute’ approach and get 

your tickets from 1st November 

onwards; once they’re gone, it 

will be too late! 

Kate and Sharon  

Copy date 31st October for November issue. Reserve your space in advance.   

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 01626 854611 

The editors reserve the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editors. 

2013  
Short Story Competition 

www.heathside.com 

 

www.thewriteretreat.com 

Open to all writers, published or unpublished 

Open theme, 1200 —1500 words, entry fee £4 

(£3 for members of Chudleigh Writers’ Circle) 

Closing date for entries: 31st January 2013 

Three main prizes: £100; £50; £25 

additional £25 prize for best entry from a local writer 

Judges: Katherine Parris, The Write Retreat Ltd, Brittany 

plus Elizabeth Ducie and Sharon Cook 

For competition rules and details of how to enter 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk  

or email us  

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

Competition sponsored by: 

Heathside Information Services Ltd  

The Write Retreat 

 

 
Heathside 

Tutors 

Chemistry to A Level/IB 

Maths, Physics, Biology 
to GCSE 

Qualified Teacher 
CRB checked      

Michael  
 01626 854611 

michael@heathside.com 

 

  

Out on 12th November, during National Short Story Week,  

mailto:chudleighphoenix@heathside.com
http://www.heathside.com
http://www.thewriteretreat.com
http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
http://www.heathside.com
http://www.thewriteretreat.com/
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Chudleigh Community Project is once 

again promoting Villages in Action events, 

which enable communities to host high 

quality performances at subsidised prices. 

So excellent value for money and close 

enough for most people living in Chudleigh 

to stroll to. 

The first event is Noel “Tex”    

Harrison and “Cajun” Phil Rossiter on 

Saturday 10th November at 8pm in the 

community school hall. Noel Harrison (son 

of actor Rex) is best known for ‘Windmills 

of your Mind’ from The Thomas Crown 

Affair. He has held an interest in country 

and Tex-Mex music for a many years and 

this is the music style that he and Phil will 

be playing. Phil Rossiter plays guitar,   

mandolin and button accordion; he also 

plays Louisiana creole music with the   

Exeter based K-Zee Zydeco band . 

Tickets are £7.50 for adults and 

£5.50 for children / concessions, available 

from Chudleigh DIY or by phone 852553 

(Chris and Lynn). Any remaining tickets 

will be available on the door, which opens 

at 7.30pm. Proceeds towards the           

community pool (currently being           

refurbished ready for the 2013 season) and 

the community hall. 

Dates for Your Diary: there’s so much going on in Chudleigh during the next few 

weeks, we needed an extra page in addition to our usual ‘What’s On’ 

‘Windmills of Your Mind’ Singer Comes to Chudleigh on 10th November 

 
Third Annual Variety Concert 

(In aid of Chudleigh Christmas Lights fund) 

 Chudleigh Community Hall, Saturday 24th November 

7pm to 11pm (doors open from 6.15pm) 

 Compère: Chudleigh’s own Tank Sherman 
 Featuring Juggler and Comedy Magician Phil Blackmore  

(Britain’s Got Talent semi-finalist) 

 Supported by local performers including: Gina Sherwood; 
Lisa Smith; Tim Farrell; and Kate Nicholas    

  

Prize Draw; pound-a-pop; and spot prizes 
  

Tables available; bring your own food & drinks if you wish; there is no bar in-house 
  

Tickets (Limited to 100): £10 each or £18 for 2 

Available from 1st November on a first come, first served basis: 

Contact: Kate McCormick on kate@heathside.com or at the Saturday market from 3rd November 

Pre-Christmas Book Fair 
Your chance to buy signed books by local authors  

Friday 23rd November, 6pm to 9pm, Woodway Room 

Pop in for ten minutes or stay for the evening! 

Join us for mulled wine and Christmas biscuits; hear the authors reading from their books 

and get some Christmas shopping done at the same time  
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Carnival News from Kate McCormick  

This month, Alan Holman told me there was no news to put in 

this regular spot — CP begs to disagree; Alan and Annie have 

made the news themselves. At a Garden Party at Ford House, they 

were presented with a certificate marking their Volunteer Award,     

received for their contribution to the community with more than 

nine years active service on the Carnival Committee. 

The Holmans were nominated by Teignbridge Councillor 

Richard Keeling who described them as: “people who don’t shout 

about what they do, but give up their time quietly to support the 

community.” 

Alan is secretary of the Carnival Committee and Annie is a 

committee member. They attended the Garden Party with their 

guest, Brenda Hales, who is President of the Carnival Committee. 

After a welcome by the Chairman of TDC, they toured the house 

and gardens before sharing a buffet lunch with other award      

winners, guests and Councillors. This is the first year the awards 

have been presented. Each Councillor was allowed to nominate 

two winners. Councillor Keeling is hopeful that this will become a 

regular part of the TDC annual calendar. 

When CP caught up with Alan and Annie, they modestly 

insisted they accepted the award on behalf of the whole Carnival 

Committee. “It’s not all down to us,” they said. 

During the Heritage Weekend 6th to 9th  September some CADAS 

members  visited Whiteway House. A conducted tour by the House 

Manager Terry Rolfe finished with tea in  the Orangery. 

On 21st September Helen Turnbull gave the  first talk of the 

new season  on Mutiny, Mobs and Mayhem 1793 to 1854. This was 

a fascinating insight into some very troubled times. The outbreak of 

the Napoleonic wars had separated  the UK from some of its most 

lucrative markets. Expenditure on the armed forces pushed taxes 

up. The cost of basic foodstuffs increased to levels which were 

unaffordable by many on low incomes. The Industrial Revolution 

was just getting into gear; one of its first effects was massive    

unemployment among manual workers. These had never been   

generously paid and now many found that they and their families 

were facing starvation.  Civil unrest became common, with farmers, 

millers and others suspected (often unjustly) of profiteering       

receiving death threats. There were incidents where threshing   

machines were smashed; hand threshing had formerly provided 

employment through the winter. No police force existed at this time 

and the only means of law enforcement available to the authorities 

was the militia. However, these were also on low incomes and  

suffering like everyone else, so mutinies became                       

common, although Chudleigh seems to have escaped the worst of 

the violence. The situation only improved gradually during the 

course of the 19th century following Waterloo and the renewal of 

traditional markets. 

Admission to our talks is £2 to non-members: they are free 

to CADAS: members. Note that anyone joining after 1st October 

will have membership valid until the end of 2013. 

There has been some interest in the Carol Concert by Exeter 

Philharmonic Choir on Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th      

December. (There is a clear preference for the Wednesday). I know 

it is a long time ahead but it is always popular and tickets go very 

quickly. A group went last year and found it most enjoyable. Please 

contact me if you are interested. I would appreciate cash up front as 

I have to pay when booking.  

Please note that we are  always receptive to suggestions as 

to possible talks or cultural visits. All suggestions to our Program 

Secretary on 01626 853540 please.  

Tony Woodville 

01626 859195; tonywoodville@btinternet.com 

 

Amenity Society  Notes  
from Tony Woodville  

Annie and Alan Holman display their Volunteer Award with Councillor   

Richard Keeling (centre) 

At the risk of switching off 90% of readers, itʼs important for 

you to hear about two events in December that will affect you 

directly. Firstly, you may have read about RDR or “The Retail 

Distribution Revue” to give it its full title. It’s no wonder people 

turn off with titles like that! To be fair, if your financial adviser 

is worth their salt, they should have explained it to you already. 

From December at the latest, for all investments including    

pensions, your adviser will be paid a fee previously agreed be-

tween you instead of commission. That means you will now pay 

for the advice and not the product you buy, whether or not you 

buy! Advisors must also have an enhanced qualification       

otherwise they are operating illegally. Good news and long 

awaited. 

Secondly, and probably more importantly, from 21st    

December, the EU has decreed that insurance policies, including 

life, motor and other specialist products such as 50 Plus, must be 

non gender-specific. This means your insurance WILL become 

MORE expensive. You might have thought if the premiums are 

“equalized”, women's premiums would become more expensive 

and men’s would become cheaper. No such luck; as an         

additional factor, the EU has increased the rate of tax, making it 

more expensive for all of us. The cost of living in Brussels must 

have gone up! The important fact is that if you buy insurance 

after 20th December 2012, you will pay more for it. The EU 

insists that men and women should pay the same rate for their 

insurance, despite the fact that women generally live longer than 

men and generally women are more careful drivers than men. 

Hence overall it looks like women may have to pay significantly 

more and men just a little bit. So if you have an insurance     

renewal coming up—buy now whilst stocks last! 

Finally the legal bit: nothing in this article should be 

construed as advice, accidental or otherwise.  

Financial Planning Advice  
From Steve Underwood 

mailto:tonywoodville@btinternet.com
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Costumed Life Drawing for Children 

Saturday 24
th
 November  

10.30am —12.30pm 

Suitable for ages 10yrs and upwards 

Cost: £12.00.  

 Location: Bell House,  Station Hill, Chudleigh 

 To Book a place, contact Michael Harket  

01363 774041 / 07708605613 

www.michaelharket.moonfruit.com 

Households in Teignbridge are being urged to take advantage of 

free home insulation as the area’s Cosy Devon scheme draws to a 

close — and some could even get paid £100 for doing so. 

In an offer that might sound too good to be true,          

Teignbridge residents have until the end of November to benefit 

from completely free cavity wall and loft insulation. Meanwhile 

some qualifying households can even get free insulation plus a    

no-strings cheque for £100!  The £100 offer only applies to those 

who receive Child Tax Credit and have an annual household     

income of less than £16,190, or anybody who is claiming Pension 

Credit.  However free insulation is available to all. 

The offer comes as the Cosy Devon scheme comes towards 

its end, to be replaced nationally by the Government’s new Green 

Deal. During the final stage of Cosy Devon, free loft and cavity 

wall insulation is available to all homeowners and private tenants, 

and Teignbridge is keen to insulate as many properties as possible 

before householders start picking up the cost. 

The scheme is free to everyone regardless of their income 

provided they currently have 60mm or less insulation in their loft.  

If they have more than this already, a charge may apply unless 

they are receiving certain benefits. Teignbridge has teamed up 

with  energy company E.ON and local installer J&J Crump & Son 

Ltd to deliver the special offer.  

With winter on the way and over half the heat in homes 

lost through non-insulated walls and roofs, Teignbridge is urging     

people to grab the free offer while they can. Cllr Philip Vogel, 

Teignbridge Executive Spokesperson for Housing and Planning 

said: “If you want to get free home insulation, now is the time.  

This offer cannot last long, and in all likelihood won’t be offered 

again because of the national changes to funding.  

“With funding ending in the next couple of months, this 

may be your last chance to get free insulation — and when it’s 

gone, it’s gone.  Not only that, but those who are among the most 

in need will even get £100 to pocket — perfect with winter fuel 

bills on the way.   

“Later this year the Government and others will begin to 

promote the Green Deal, where customers may have to pay the full 

price of insulation and repay the cost through savings made on 

their energy bills.  This is still very worthwhile, but under the  

current scheme people can benefit from lower bills straight away 

without paying back the cost of insulation. Don’t delay — our 

remaining funding will serve people on a first come first served 

basis.” 

In the past the free insulation scheme has only been     

available to vulnerable people, older residents and those on tight 

incomes.  Now Teignbridge is making sure that the scheme can 

benefit as many households as possible while the funding lasts. 

Cllr Kevin Lake, Teignbridge Executive Spokesperson for        

Environmental Services added: “Insulation is a win-win home 

improvement project.  It’s good for your bills and also benefits the 

environment by reducing the amount of energy you use.  You 

don’t often get something for nothing in this world, but here’s a 

rare chance to improve your home and lower your bills without 

spending a penny.” 

To take advantage of this special offer, residents should 

telephone J&J Crump & Son Ltd on freephone 0800 917 6963.  

They will arrange a free, no-obligation survey to make sure the 

home is suitable then, if the householder wants to proceed, they 

will book a date for installation. 

  

 

Cllrs Lake (left) and 

Vogel (right) promote 

Cosy Devon 

Last Chance for Free Insulation, TDC Urges Households to Act  

Teignbridge District Councillor Richard Keeling was interviewed 

on BBC Radio Devon last week about the £10m projects to     

improve road junctions at Splatford Split and Drumbridges. While 

welcoming the improvements, Councillor Keeling asked Philip 

Hammond, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, 

why he is more concerned about congestion than accident black-

spots. Councillor Keeling emphasised locals’ concerns over    

dangers posed by the A38 junctions at the bottom of Station Hill,         

especially in the Plymouth-bound direction and called for       

reconsideration of the need for improvements to be made to the 

safety of the junctions both for locals and visitors to the area.  

Councillor Tackles Minister 

It was lovely to see so many of the regulars at this morning's 

Coffee Morning, and the coffee and tea requests came thick 

and fast to keep those in the kitchen busy!  

Committee members are so very grateful to our     

regulars for their support, and are pleased to report that £89.42 

profit was made.   

Due to this year's poor summer, the plant stall wasn’t 

as well stocked as it has been at previous coffee mornings, and 

we will keep our [hopefully green] fingers crossed for a better 

display at our next coffee morning on 27th April 2013!  

Chudleigh Rotters News 
from Frances Daysh 

http://www.michaelharket.moonfruit.com
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Contact 
Details 

John Hallett (Neighbourhood Watch) 01626 438807, office@chudleighnhw.org.uk 

Police Neighbourhood website: http://neighbourhoodpolicing.devon-cornwall.police.uk 

Ian.STEVENS@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

News from the Town Council: recent highlights  

What’s On In Chudleigh 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/ 

Wednesday 17th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:   
Council Chamber, 10am. 

Mother’s Union: Trish Stokes, 
The Spirituality of Music: from 
Shakespeare to Shaw, Parish 
Church, 2.15pm. 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle 

(evening group): contact Kate 
for venue details, 7.30pm.  

Thursday 18th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 

1pm. 
Friday 19th 

Amenity Society: Alex Stevens 

The Future of Farming in Devon, 
Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 

Saturday 20th 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 
1pm. 
Air Ambulance Coffee   
Morning: Rest   Centre, 10am. 

ACE Workshop: Hand-made 
books, see page 2 for details 
Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Thursday 25th 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Saturday 27th 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 
1pm. 

Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am. 

Wednesday 31st 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy 
deadline for November issue. 

Thursday 1st 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 2nd 
History Group: John Risdon 
Memorable South Devon,  

Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 
Saturday 3rd 

OCTOBER 

Weekly Produce Markets:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning: 
Rest   Centre, 10am. 

Monday 5th 
Town Council: Full meeting,  

Town Hall, 7pm. 
Wednesday 7th 

WI: Stella and Barbara C,  
Christmas Cooking, Rest Centre, 
7.30pm 

Thursday 8th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 9th 

Chudleigh Film Society:     The 
Lives of Others (spine-chilling 
thriller set behind the Berlin 
Wall),  Woodway Room, 
7.15pm for 8pm. 

Saturday 10th 
Weekly Produce Markets:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
British Legion Coffee Morning: 

Rest   Centre, 10am. 
Villages in Action Concert: see 
page 3 for details. 

Sunday 11th 
R e m em b ra n ce  S un d a y :    

10.45am, Parish Church; and 
afterwards at the War       
Memorial. 

Monday 12th November 
Launch date: Life is Not a Bed 

of Roses (second anthology of 
short stories by Ducie and Cook) 

Tuesday 13th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner: 
Contact Phil on 07702418458 

for details. 
Wednesday 14th 

Mothers’ Union: Christmas 
Craft Evening, Parish Church, 
7pm 

Thursday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: due out 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 

NOVEMBER 

 In November 2011, Bovis Homes received planning consent for the construction of 47 homes at Coburg Fields, off Station Hill. 

There has been a ten month delay awaiting final permission from Natural England to proceed, based on resolution of all       

ecological issues. That consent has just arrived. The original planning consent required completion of social housing            

construction on the site by December 2013, but the ten months’ delay made that impractical and the deadline has been extended  

to October 2014. It is anticipated that work on the site will start shortly.    

 Monkey Music, the UK’s premium music group for pre-school children launched in Chudleigh in April 2012. Classes, which 

are proving to be popular, are held on Wednesday mornings in the Woodway Room. Monkey Music, which offers a progressive 

four stage curricula and caters for children between three months and four years, grouped according to age, gently encourages 

social and musical skills in a stimulating and friendly environment with a combination of catchy music, percussion instruments, 

visual props and lots of energy. To book a complimentary class call Jacqui on 01392 204088 or e mail                                   

Torbay@monkeymusic.co.uk. 

In the last month, 17 crimes were reported,  

including theft from outhouses and a Scout HQ 

break-in. Theft from unattended motor vehicles 

is on the rise. Patrols have been increased in key 

areas and special cameras deployed. Drivers are  

reminded to take time to secure valuables when 

leaving a vehicle. 

The neighbourhood team has talked to 

residents about issues affecting quality of life.  

42% had no issues to report; 26% were         

concerned about parking, 14% about speeding. 

The remaining 18% raised a range of issues from 

dog fouling to wanting police in the area. 99% 

felt safe living in the area.  The 1% will be asked 

what makes them feel unsafe so issues can be 

addressed. 

A Community Speedwatch operation 

was conducted with children of Chudleigh 

Knighton, putting them in charge of speed    

On The Beat enforcement equipment.  When speeding is    

detected, motorists are stopped by police and 

‘grilled’ by the children. This can have more 

impact than a telling-off from an officer or a 

fixed penalty ticket. 

Attention is drawn to the Devon and 

Cornwall Neighbourhood Policing Website.  Use 

the search facility to ‘Find my Neighbourhood’ to 

view policing priorities for the area.  These  have 

been developed through regular consultation with 

communities. The site will also show what steps 

are being taken to address priorities, as well as 

advertising the monthly surgeries held in the 

area.   These meetings provide an opportunity for 

members of the community to meet the local 

team and raise issues that  directly affect them.  

The outcomes of these meetings also help set the 

priorities. 

If you have any issues you can contact 

the team by phoning 101, via email or speaking 

directly to Police Sgt Ian Stevens, PC Rachel 

Prescott or PCSO Mark Easton.  

mailto:office@chudleighnhw.org.uk
http://neighbourhoodpolicing.devon-cornwall.police.uk/
http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/
mailto:Torbay@monkeymusic.co.uk

