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Town Centre Enhancement Project: an update 

The recent planning application for development of the site on the corner opposite the War Memorial 

has increased interest and discussion around the future of our town centre. There are lots of terms being 

thrown around, some relating to genuine proposals, others just rumours: shared space, pedestrianisation 

and cafe society for example.   

Now the Town Centre Enhancement Advisory Committee, a committee of Chudleigh Town 

Council, has written a paper reminding residents of the history of this project and spelling out exactly 

what is being proposed. You can read this paper in full on the CTC website by clicking here. For anyone 

who does not have access to the internet, you can obtain a print copy from the Town Hall. 

Community Choir’s New Director  

Chudleigh Community Choir will make 

their first performance under the eagle 

eye of their new Musical Director when 

they give a free concert in the Parish 

Church on Sunday 22nd November. 

Jane Anderson-Brown, who  took 

over as MD in September, is a very busy 

lady, musically speaking. She is a      

soprano who performs widely across the 

county, both as a soloist and as part of 

the duo Frizzante Sopranos; plays     

several instruments; is Musical Director 

of the Torbay Jubilee Choir and Red 

Earth Opera; and still finds time to teach 

singing, flute, saxophone and piano to 

pupils in schools and via her private 

practice.  

Several members of the        

Community Choir have worked with 

Jane in the past, but for the rest, it is a 

new experience. And it seems to be a 

very positive one, if the following     

comments are anything to go by:  

“As the newest member of CCC, 

I've learnt more from Jane in six weeks 

than in any of the choirs I've sung with 

before.” 

“Really enjoying Jane’s teaching 

style. Her talent and knowledge are   

fantastic. We are encouraged to work 

hard which helps us achieve and learn the 

new and interesting music choices. It is 

making me enjoy singing more and 

more.” 

“Helps us learn to use our voices 

to make a better sound ...”. 

“By putting us all, music readers and non readers, at 

ease, we always have a really enjoyable evening and are  

introduced  to a wide range of music.” 

One member summed it all up in a single word: 

“Inspirational!” Let’s hope the new MD is as happy with the 

choir as they are with her. 

Jane Anderson-Brown 

http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news/town-centre-enhancement-nov-2015
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From the Editor  Friends of   
Chudleigh Library 
 
from Chairman, Douglas 
Neely 

Our Friends Group held its first AGM in November and        

seventeen members of the group attended. Liz Alexander,        

Customer Services Manager at Devon Library Services, updated us 

about the move to Charitable Status that the Library Service hopes 

to have in place by April 2016. From this date, Devon Library 

Services will be operated as a Public Sector Mutual. Devon 

County Council will still be legally responsible for providing a 

Library Service in Devon and will allocate a sum of money to the 

new organisation to run these services. Liz also updated us on the 

progress of the thirteen Friends Groups in Devon currently piloting 

more Community Involvement in their Libraries.  

In my annual report, I outlined the many activities        

undertaken by the Group in 2015, in order to promote the Library 

and raise money. These included a successful Story Time Session 

every Saturday morning in the Library; a very successful Coffee 

Morning at the Town Hall; and a couple of sold out Author Events 

in the Library. Sue Astbury-Rollason, our Treasurer, then pre-

sented the accounts, showing a healthy balance of over £850 avail-

able after our first year. The committee then stood down and were      

re-elected en bloc for the next year. A discussion about ideas for 

events and fundraising ideas for 2016 then took place. The evening 

finished with some light refreshments being served.  

Finally I would like to mention an event we are having in 

the Library as part of the Christmas Fayre on 3rd December. We 

are having a Christmas Songs and Stories evening, which will start 

at 7.15pm and finish around 8pm. The songs will be from the 

Chudleigh Shanty Men and the stories from Maryon Avery and 

Brian Perriss. I have had a sneak preview of the programme and it 

will be a lovely mixture of traditional and modern with plenty of 

Christmas humour. This will be a free event. 

The tagline we have always 

used at Chudleigh Phoenix is 

‘written by the people of  

Chudleigh, for the people of 

Chudleigh.’ I am always happy 

to include details of events that 

community organisations and, 

in some cases, businesses, are 

involved in. So if YOU are part 

of a group that would like a bit 

more publicity for your events, 

or just a write up in order to 

encourage new members, then 

do get in touch; I’m always 

delighted to receive new copy.  

And 10-12 pages of local news 

every month just won’t write 

itself, you know! 

 Of course, it won’t 

have escaped the notice of 

regular readers that I give 

special mention to any of the 

a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e            

particularly close to my heart. 

Being editor has to confer an 

occasional advantage, after 

all. And this month, I want to 

add just one more word about 

the Community Choir whose 

Autumn Concert is taking place 

next Sunday, 22nd November. 

The choir has been going since 

February 2014 and grew out of 

the Harcombe Singers. We 

have a new Musical Director 

who, as you can read on page 

1, is proving to be very     

popular. It would be really 

great if we could fill the church 

next week to show Jane how 

much Chudleigh appreciates 

live music. It’s a free concert, 

will last around an hour, and 

will finish with tea or coffee 

and mince pies. What have you 

got to lose? See you there. 

The Christmas season 

kicks off in Chudleigh this 

month when the trees are 

dressed and the lights are 

switched on. Next month we 

will bring you details of special 

events and other seasonal  

information; in the meantime, 

see you in town on Thursday 

3rd December for the     

Christmas Fayre. 

Kate 

If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh 

Library, please contact Jill Hughes (Librarian, Chudleigh Library)  

on 852469 or Douglas Neely (Chairman) on 853456. 

Copy date 30th November for December issue. Reserve space in    

advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 854611. 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

Gorgito’s Ice Rink 
Prize-winner, 2015 Self-Published Book of the Year Awards 

A tale of love, loss and broken promises 

by local author Elizabeth Ducie 

Available from Chudleigh Phoenix  Publications 

01626 854611; editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

 

 

The     

perfect 

Christmas 

present 

for the 

readers in 

your life 
Our annual Cheese and 

Wine Evening will take 

place on Friday 27th     

November, following the 

Annual General Meeting at 

7pm.   

Formal proceedings 

should not take too long, 

leaving us free for the   

social aspect of the evening. 

Chudleigh/Troarn Twinning  
Association 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Remembrance Day is over and we were given a chance to 

remember the valiant veterans and soldiers that fought for 

us. This is a very important day for many people throughout 

our country. We wear our poppies as a symbol of respect. 

Some people say the green leaf on a poppy points to 11 

o’clock, because that was the time, on 11th November 1918 

that the war officially ended. 

On 8th November, people gathered around the town 

square in Chudleigh to remember the brave people who kept 

us safe. In our school, children were given the chance to buy 

a poppy or two for themselves; all the money raised has gone 

to the British Legion.  

Soldiers, We Salute 

You by Jemma, Lucy and Theo 

The Children’s Voice  
with guest editor, James Chapman 

Last month we promised an exclusive interview with new member 

of staff, Mrs Thornally.  

 CV: What was your last job before Chudleigh? 

TT: I was a TA at a school called ‘Mill Lane’, 

Year 6 with Mrs Dudley. She was nice but 

quite strict. I was also a magistrate. 

CV: What are your favourite things to do out 
of school? 

TT: I love being in a choir and I like meeting 

my friends in the pub. 

CV: What’s your favourite food? 

TT: Spaghetti Bolognaise and sticky toffee 

pudding. Yum, yum! 

Welcome Mrs Thornally! by Connie 

Bang  

Backfired! 
by Ellen and 

William  

On 5th November 410 years ago, in the early Stuart era, Guy Fawkes and a group 

of plotters broke into the Houses of Parliament and attempted to blow it up to kill 

King James and his leaders by putting barrels of gunpowder in the basement. 

Unfortunately for Guy Fawkes, he and his group were caught before the Houses 

of Parliament were demolished. Finally, on 31st January, Guy Fawkes was          

executed.  

Friendly FOCS by Saffron 

FOCS stands for Friends of Chudleigh School. It’s a group 

of mums and dads that come together to make lots of ideas 

to raise more money for the school like: cake sales, school 

discos and different fairs. They take it in turns for         

different leaders, but the last few years there’s been a joint 

Chair. We interviewed Jemma Mitchell, this year’s Chair and 

mum of children in Years 5 and 3. 

CV: What do you do as chair of FOCS? 
JM: I organise all the committee meetings. I help participate 

in all the FOCS events from cake sales to discos and seasonal 

activities. 

CV: What does the money go to in the school? 
JM: We raised £4,000 last year to fund a new pond in the 

environmental area, helping towards improving the cookery 

area and keeping the school mini bus going. 

CV: What do you do out of school? 
JM: I love going on walks on Dartmoor. I love reading and 

have a small online business and one day a week I work in 

Dandelion gift shop.  

Colourful Cakes by Izzy 

Every school year, FOCS arranges a cake sale 

for each year group. Cake sales are usually on a 

Friday under the shelter in front of Year 2 

and Year 1 classrooms. On Friday 6th         

November, the Year 5 cake sale raised an 

amazing £168.50. 

Boogie to the Beat by Otis 

On Thursday 12th November, the school 

had a disco, set up by the brilliant FOCS 

team. Many enjoy these fun times, but not 

many of them dance. That is because it isn’t 

only dancing you do at this party. You can 

also buy sweets, crisps and fizzy drinks. You 

can dodge the lights to make your dance 

moves look better. Or you can show the DJ 

your dance moves and you may get a prize. 
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Lyn - Membership Secretary  

01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net 

Chudleigh  
Rotters Update 
from Frances Daysh 

Carnival News  
from Alan Holman 

Unfortunately, due to the adverse and very soggy weather, the 

November session for Chudleigh Rotters had to be cancelled, but 

a few brave souls are attempting to spend an    afternoon on site 

in November to start the process of winding down for winter 

when we sit back and let nature do her thing.  

All being well, the last session of the season will take 

place on Saturday 5th December between 10am and noon as  

always. Members who have been unable to attend their allocated 

session earlier in the year for whatever reason, will be            

encouraged to make one last effort to join us in a final tidy up 

and ensure we will have room to accept Christmas Trees in  

January. We are hoping that we will again be included in the 

Teignbridge District Council Christmas Tree recycling scheme as 

a collection point for Chudleigh residents who wish to recycle 

any real Christmas tree following the festivities.   

Last year we collected an amazing eighty nine trees 

which were brought to us on the two advertised Saturdays and, 

with the help of TDC, these were turned into mulch and sold 

back to our members. We do not as yet have any confirmed dates 

for the Christmas Tree collection but hope to be able to announce 

them next month—watch this space. 

At this time of the year, the carnival is in a fairly dormant state, 

re-energising after the hectic and very successful summer season. 

However, to keep things ticking over, we would like to remind 

everyone that we are accepting applications for Carnival Queen 

and Attendants for 2016. Please enter before the deadline of 31st 

December with forms available from the Town Hall, the Library, 

Paradise, Sugar Mill, or Chudleigh Youth Centre. Alternatively, 

you can apply via our Facebook Page. 

Weather permitting, our trophy-laden Float will be     

situated near the Library/Youth Centre for the Chudleigh   

Christmas Fayre on 3rd December—so come and say hello and 

see the float much closer than before. Our current Queen, Ella, 

and her Attendants, who are approaching the end of their twelve 

months’ reign, will be leading the children’s parade through the 

town as the Christmas lights are switched on. 

For the last couple of years, we have carried the names of 

individuals and businesses on the Carnival Float and, for the 

princely sum of £25, their names have been advertised all around 

the South Devon area. If you would like to have your name   

advertised in this way, please contact us on 852639. 

For the first time this year, we are holding a     

Lottery. The star prize is a superb model 

Landrover Defender, which is a collector’s item and can be seen 

at Sangers. Other prizes include brandy, champagne and £25 cash. 

Tickets at £1 can be obtained from Sangers, 

Dandelion and  Chudleigh DIY, as well as 

from members of the Committee and 

Friends of Chudleigh Youth Centre. The 

draw will be held in the Youth Centre on 

the night of the Christmas Fayre, Thursday 

3rd December.  

Youth Centre Update  

CFS is screening a seasonal film on 

Friday 11th December at 8pm in the Woodway Room, Chudleigh 

Town Hall (doors open at 7.15pm for the sale of alcoholic and 

soft drinks and sweets) 

 The comedy, entitled Nativity (Cert PG) involves the 

character, Paul Maddens (Martin Freeman), a frustrated,         

under-achieving primary school teacher. He had ambitions for the 

performing arts and is tasked with producing the school nativity 

play. Every year St. Bernadette's Catholic school in Coventry, 

where he teaches, competes with a local Protestant private school 

(Oakmoor) to see who can produce the best nativity play.  

Unfortunately, Paul Maddens hates Christmas, as that was 

when his ex (Jennifer), left him. A lie and a trip to America are 

but two of the subterfuges that 

help this film turn an underdog 

into a winner. This spirited 

film will leave you with a  

heart-warming message for 

Christmas. 

 Nativity is being 

jointly sponsored by Chudleigh 

Chippy and Sugar Mill and 

non-members are always   

welcome at a charge of £5 on 

the door. Enquiries: 01626 

859593 or visit our website: 

www.chudleighfilmsociety.org 

    

Film Society News 

Table Top Sale 
in aid of  

Devon Air Ambulance and the Children’s Country Club 

Saturday 21st November 

9.45am to 12.30pm 

Community Hall, Christow  

https://www.facebook.com/chudleighcarnival/?fref=ts
http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org/
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Amenity Society News 

In October, a Special General Meeting was convened to          

recommend CADAS cease to be a charity. Charity status does 

not confer nor is likely to confer any benefits on the Society but 

does cause administrative complications. The Charity           

Commission was consulted beforehand. They agreed and the 

motion was passed with 18 votes in favour and one abstention.  

At the same meeting, it was agreed that from the New 

Year there will be a £1 meeting attendance fee to cover the cost 

of refreshments and modestly increase our income to pay    

speakers.    

The main talk of the evening was both entertaining and 

educational. Given by Kate McCormick, it was entitled Local 

Journalism but its scope was much wider. She described the 

many different names for journalists, talked about the history of 

both local and national journalism as well as of telling us about 

how she gathers stories and news items for the Chudleigh    

Phoenix.  

On 21st October there 

was a visit to Torre Abbey in     

Torquay. Its brochure says 

there is something for       

everyone and that is so true. 

Besides its history, it also has 

a permanent art collection, a 

tearoom and shop, and some 

splendid gardens that include 

a Palm House. Some amazing 

work has been carried out in restoring this ancient monument and 

modern technology ensures visitors experience what the life in 

the monastery would have been like prior to its dissolution and 

transformation to the home of the Carey family 

Our November talk, The Holy Land, will be given by   

Andrew Turnbull. It will be a reflective talk following a visit  and 

will incorporate aspects of the geography of the region together 

with its agriculture and political background. 

***** 

Despite the changes to its Constitution, the objectives of       

CADAS remain unchanged: 

 To stimulate public interest in Chudleigh and District and 

to promote its well-being. 

 To promote high standards of planning and architecture in       

Chudleigh and District. 

 To secure the protection, conservation, development and        

improvements of features of historic or public interest in 

Chudleigh and District. 

 To stimulate and promote interest and involvement in  

leisure activities.  

 ***** 

At the SGM in October, Vice Chairman Andrew Turnbull gave 

a brief resume of the impressive work CADAS has carried out in 

the last year.  In addition to arranging a programme of ten 

monthly talks and cultural visits, it scrutinised fifty one planning 

applications from March 2014  to March 2015 and commented 

on eleven to TDC. It was involved in the overturning of the   

current  proposal to build in the Square, on the green space and 

upholding the Chudleigh   Conservation Management Plan. 

Detailed comments 

were submitted to Devon 

CC Highways on the   

proposals to stop the  

maintenance of non-

essential roads, pointing 

out where DCC proposals 

did not meet its own    

criteria; these were largely    

accepted 

In 2005, with the 

enthusiastic participation of 

pupils from Chudleigh 

School, and much support 

from Chudleigh residents, 

the trees were planted in 

Lawn Drive.  The children 

were particularly proud of 

“their” trees and  some  

residents in Lawn Drive 

cared for and watered the 

trees. In the main, they survived but there are a few gaps. CADAS 

has obtained a grant from Chudleigh Town Council to purchase a 

further ten specimen trees; we hope to plant them late November. 

Perhaps the greatest 

achievement of the last year has 

been the Town Mosaic which 

CADAS commissioned, which 

was unveiled by Lord Clifford, 

and which is proudly displayed 

in Conduit Square.  [See August 

issue of Chudleigh Phoenix for 

previous article.] 

CADAS instigated  and facilitated the listing of the War 

Memorial with English Heritage in order to preserve this          

important monument of the Town 

We have been involved 

with the refurbishment of the  

existing signs marking the historic 

water dipping places and installed 

two new signs on dipping places 

not previously marked. In       

addition, the refurbishment of the 

400 year old water diverting 

chamber situated at the corner of 

Highland Park was completed. 

This year, Devon Wildlife Trust (DWT) took over the   

management of the Oldway Reserve. Since the building of Lower 

Twindlebeer estate, this land has been left fallow and has been 

widely used by dog walkers although it was rapidly becoming 

overgrown. DWT have erected a stock-proof fence against the 

road and cattle were brought in at the beginning of August to graze 

down the grass as part of the management strategy; they have done 

an excellent job. However for the security of the livestock, the top 

gate was locked thereby denying dog-walkers access.   Following 

representation by CADAS, a public access gate has now been  

installed. 

CADAS welcomes anyone to its lectures; to become a 

member and support its activities contact Membership Secretary, 

Bernard Grooves on 859450 or at  chepdesk@icloud.com 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/august_2015.pdf
http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/august_2015.pdf
mailto:chepdesk@icloud.com
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 Chudfest News 

Variety Concert Success:  

Massive thanks to everyone who helped to make our sixth    

Variety Concert such a successful one: to the people who        

organised it and helped with publicity, raffle organisation and hall 

set-up; to those who performed, especially Tank Sherman, Gina  

Sherwood and Lisa Smith; and to the 120+ who came along and 

joined in so enthusiastically. We raised more than £940 on the 

night and thanks to Tank’s generous sale of pre-decimal currency, 

our profit on the whole event topped £1000. 

All profits go to the Christmas Lights fund and help us to 

improve the display each year. For those of you who have your 

2016 diaries already, make a note of Saturday 22nd October, 

when we will do it all again. Tickets will go on sale on Thursday 

22nd September. 

 

Jamie Smith’s Mabon are Britain’s finest performers of original 

InterCeltic music. With vocals, accordion, fiddle, bouzouki, bass 

and percussion, theirs is a music that travels beyond borders to 

explore the forms and styles of the Celtic traditions and is then 

worked anew. Through songs and melodies, from thoughtful 

lyrics to joyful jigs, this is an Interceltic/World roots band that 

the Financial Times described as ‘stratospheric’ and about whom 

Songlines magazine said ‘If music could fuel engines, Mabon 

could solve the energy crisis’. 

www.jamiesmithsmabon.com 

Date: Friday 4th December 

Venue: Community Hall at Chudleigh Primary School, Lawn 

Drive, Chudleigh TQ13 0LS Starts at 8pm and doors open at 

7.30pm. There will be a licensed BAR.  

Tickets: All tickets are £12, available from Lynn and Chris Ev-

ans (01626 852553) or from Chudleigh DIY.  

 

By attending this event you will be supporting Chudleigh   

Community Project, responsible for running the community 

hall and the swimming pool. 

Time To Get Your Mabon Tickets 

Christmas Fayre: Thurs 3rd Dec  

The Christmas Fayre brochure is being printed at the moment 

and will be delivered to your house towards the end of  this 

month. If you want a sneak preview, you can view it on our web-

site: chudfest.co.uk/christmas-fayre. 

The whole thing kicks off at 5pm when the Craft Fair and 

the indoor Christmas Markets open in the Town Hall and the 

Youth Centre. The Children’s Parade, including carol singing 

and lights switch-on, starts from the Parish Church at 6pm. There 

will be market stalls in the street, food and drink galore, live  

entertainment outside Alpha House and in the Library. Father 

Christmas will be in his grotto in the Youth Centre. And all your 

favourite shops will be staying open late, so do pop in and say 

‘hi’. 

Don’t forget the Pound-a-Pop Grand Draw running 

now. Envelopes are available from various outlets around 

town. Last year’s prize was £208! 

The party season is fast approaching and  

Saturday 5th December is a must for anyone 

who enjoys a good bop to live music. Yes it’s 

the CADS Christmas Party! 

         After last years ‘must-be-seen-at’ event, the 

‘Luvvies’ have got it together in time to host a second festive 

bash. 

         With live music from hotly acclaimed The Green 

Laners, and plenty of festive little competitions to get your teeth 

stuck into, the evening promises to be packed to the rafters with 

seasonal frivolity. 

         Top flight prizes will be offered for the most 

Christmassy hats and best dressed table. So dig out your       

candelabras, tinsel and baubles of every description to dress 

your tables ready for a fabulous family feast of fun and         

entertainment. We want to see your tablecloths, fancy lights and 

crystal goblets! The early start is to give you enough time to 

dress your table as grandly as possible. And don’t forget to bring 

your own food and drink to keep you going throughout the   

evening. 

         All the money raised goes towards ensuring next 

years’ pantomime—that’s January 2016!—is as good as it can 

possibly be. As they get better—oh yes they do—costs rise. And 

we have to pay the critics more each time… 

         Tickets for this Party of the Year will be available 

later in November from Eric at Go Green on Chudleigh’s  

Thursday and Saturday market, Harvey’s Coffee Shop and direct 

from  CADS—call Sharon on 01626 853843 for more details. 

         The CADS Christmas party will be 

held at the Community School Hall, Lawn 

Drive, runs from 7pm through ‘til 11pm and   

tickets cost just £6 for adults and £4 for       

under-16s. Don’t forget the raffle. Bring your 

dancing shoes, candelabras and Christmas 

hats—Christmas jumpers may incur a financial 

penalty! Christmas onsies are barred.   

CADS Christmas Party 

http://www.jamiesmithsmabon.com
http://chudfest.co.uk/christmas-fayre/


Chudleigh Phoenix 
November 2015 

Page 7 

Chudleigh  
Remembers 

On Sunday 8th   

No v e mb e r ,  t h e    

people of Chudleigh 

joined the rest of the 

country, and many 

other countries too, 

in a service of     

Remembrance.  

Starting at the 

Church and then 

continuing at the 

War Memorial, it 

was, as always, a 

sobering and moving 

reminder of the   

sacrifices made for 

us by previous    

generations, no more 

so than during the 

reading of the names 

of the town’s War 

Dead as wreaths 

were laid. 



Chudleigh Diners Club meets on the second Tuesday of 

every month. For details, ring Phil   Curtis on 07702 418458.  

Mr Pesto Recommends 
with Michael McCormick 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140,  

Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com 
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The Gardens Play Park 

Back in July we started an informal public consultation to try to 

find out how much this play park is used and to ascertain whether 

it still had community value. 

We did this because we are aware that the play park is now 

quite old and is need of upgrading and updating. Inevitably, the 

cost of doing this will be quite substantial so we only wanted to do 

it if the play park still had relevance to the local community. 

We received a good level of response to our requests for 

comments. Everyone who responded said that they used the play 

park and would do so more if the facilities were improved. 

Therefore, the Town Council has taken the decision to  

retain the play park. The next step is to determine what we can do 

to improve it. We have a couple of options. The “quick fix” is to 

refurbish or replace the multiplay which would probably cost   

between £2,000 and £5,000. We would only want to do this if we 

felt that our ability to undertake a more substantial refurbishment 

was some distance in the future. 

Over the next few months we will talk to some play park 

providers and get a feel for the options available and how much 

they will cost. When we’ve gathered this information and explored 

the funding options we’ll report back via our website and        

Facebook. 

John Carlton,  

Town Clerk 

Grassland management around Chudleigh 

In Chudleigh we are very lucky to have lovely open spaces     

connecting town and countryside; these act as wildlife refuges and 

pathways. One of the few remaining healthy bat colonies in     

England lives in the caves at the Rock, but with increased housing 

and changes in farming their long term survival is doubtful. 

By slightly altering the management of some of our grassy 

areas we may be able to increase the variety of plants and insects, 

needed as a food source and as pollinators. 

We propose to cut an area of land at the bottom of        

Millstream meadow twice a year, i.e. spring and late summer, to 

encourage a mixture of plants, flowers and insects, that would be 

found in an old fashioned meadow. Paths can be mown through 

the grass, and the present paths will be protected. The cut grass 

will be raked up into piles by our merry band of volunteers and left 

as homes for frogs, slow worms and possibly hedgehogs. 

The park in Palace Meadow is owned by Teignbridge 

Council, but as this is also on a bat route it would be good to   

manage the strip next to the hedges in a similar manner. We will 

be in negotiation with Teignbridge. 

As the cutbacks in funding local authorities continues, the 

community should take on more responsibility for maintaining a 

pleasant environment. We already have a couple of healthy work 

groups; if you feel able to help, please get in touch with me or the 

staff at the Town Hall. 

Tessa Frost 

Chair of Environment Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Hall News Keeping Up To Date 

There is a lot that goes on in our town and keeping  everyone 

informed is not easy. Some of the frustrations around the recent 

protests against the Conduit Square planning application were 

due to a feeling that information was not shared quickly enough. 

Each month, here in Chudleigh Phoenix, we publish  

extracts from and a summary of the Town Clerk’s monthly   

report. But items in there are often out of date by the time we go 

to press.  

One way to keep abreast of events is via the Town   

Council website and Facebook page. Apart from the articles 

featured elsewhere in this month’s issue, here are a couple of the 

other items that have been discussed in the News Section of the    

website in recent weeks: 

Recycle Devon Thank you Awards 

Devon Local Flood Risk Strategy Update 

It’s worth bookmarking the website and ‘liking’ the 

Facebook page; it all helps to increase communication in our 

town. 

 

Sunday lunch was always an important meal when I was growing 

up.  As a family we ate all our meals together, sitting at a table; 

something that is sadly getting rarer. Sunday lunch was special as 

it was always a full roast. We cycled through: chicken, pork, beef, 

and lamb, each with its appropriate accompaniments, so chicken 

with stuffing or beef with Yorkshire Pudding; you get the picture.  

This means I was looking forward to Sunday lunch at 

Prince Hall Hotel, Two Bridges, Dartmoor. The drive involves 

some very narrow roads, not helped by the seemingly endless 

traffic coming the other way. I must especially thank the driver 

who drove at us on a narrow bridge forcing us to reverse.      

However, we arrived safely at the delightful 18th Century hall 

which was built on the site of the much earlier 15th Century 

Prynse Hall. The visit started well with drinks in the lounge and a 

very attentive staff. We ordered and were quickly called through 

to the dining room. We were booked in for 2pm and the meal was 

delightful; however it was somewhat spoiled by the lack of     

atmosphere in an empty dining room. If we return, we would book 

an earlier slot. 

Going into either Exeter or Plymouth for the theatre in the 

evening presents problems with regard to food. Finding        

somewhere open early enough to fit in limits one’s choice. Often 

in Exeter it is either Pizza Hut or Bill’s whereas in Plymouth 

Chloe’s theatre supper or The Barbican Kitchen Brasserie serve 

well. Now in Exeter two new venues are available, namely 

Frankie and Benny’s and Chiquito, both close to Sainsbury’s at 

Alphington Park. We have tried the latter twice and both times 

found the food good. It serves Mexican inspired dishes with lots 

of dips, tortillas and fajitas, plus a range of cocktails. We tend to 

go at 5pm, when it is quite empty, but if you go later it is best to 

book. 

mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ChudleighTownCouncil/?fref=ts
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ChudleighTownCouncil/?fref=ts
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news/recycle-devon-thank-you-awards-nov-2015
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news/devon-local-flood-risk-management-update-nov-2015
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Early in August, I went to my tool shed to find something. As I    

approached, I heard a buzzing sound near my ear, and saw a large  

object land on the door, and crawl over the top. A hornet!! Very     

gingerly, I opened the door, and looked around. Immediately above my 

head was the hornets’ nest. Not very big yet, but there were several 

beasts crawling over the comb. They didn’t mind me looking at them 

(and I took a picture every week to study the development of their 

nest) but they did not like me shaking the shed (which happened if I 

tried to get a tool out!).  

The first priority was to get my lawnmower—it was at the back 

of the shed and is very heavy. I waited till early morning, when I 

hoped they would be asleep, pulled it sharply to the door—and ran 

away for a bit. Once I got it out, it stayed out till the end of the season. 

As the pictures show, the nest got bigger and bigger, until suddenly 

they all died in late October. Now the tools could go back in the shed! 

But because of the hornets, we hardly saw a wasp all season.  

If you get a hornets’ nest, treat it with caution, but they are not 

aggressive, and will not sting unless severely provoked. And since 

their favourite food is wasps, they will help to keep down the       

population size of their much more aggressive cousins. 

Wot, no wasps? By Mark Macnair 
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Monday 16th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 

Wednesday 18th 
Mothers’ Union:   Ann Leigh 
with Christmas Here and There, 
Parish Church, 2.15pm. 

Thursday 19th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 20th 
Amenity Society: Andrew 

Turnbull with The Holy Land, 
Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 

Saturday 21st 
Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Youth Centre Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Table Top Sale: Christow  
Community Hall, 9.45am to 

12.30pm., details page 4 
Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Sunday 22nd 
Chudleigh Community Choir: 

Autumn Concert, Parish Church, 
3pm, details page 1. 

Thursday 26th 
Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Carnival Bingo: Town Hall, 
7pm. 

Saturday  28th 
Weekly Produce Market:   

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Mothers’ Union Coffee   
Morning:  Rest  Centre, 10am. 

Sunday 29th 

Jackie Juno Art Sale: details 
page 7. 

Monday 30th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy 
date for December issue. 

Jackie Juno Art Sale: details 

page 7. 

Wednesday 2nd 
WI: Christmas Evening, Rest 
Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 3rd 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Chudleigh Christmas Fayre: 
Town Centre, 5pm onwards, 

details page 6 and in       
Brochure. 

Friday 4th 
History Group: Christmas 
Party, Woodway Room, 

7.30pm.  
Villages in Action: Jamie 
Smith’s Mabon, Community 
School Hall, 8pm, details page 
6. 

Saturday 5th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest 

Centre, 10am. 
Chudleigh Rotters: monthly   
session, Tower Hill allotments, 
10am to noon, details 4. 
CADS: Christmas Party,    

Community School Hall, 7pm,   
details page 6. 

Monday 7th 
Council: Full meeting, Town 
Hall, 7pm. 

Tuesday 8th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Wednesday 9th 

Teign CVS:  Course on Making 
the Most of the Media, Forde 
House, Newton Abbot, 9.30am 
to 12.30pm, details page 9. 

Thursday 10th 

Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

NOVEMBER 

1pm. 
Friday 11th 

Chudleigh Film Society: Nativity 
(Cert PG), comedy drama, 
Woodway Room 7.15pm for 
8pm, details page 4. 

Saturday 12th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside 
Town Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Scouts Coffee Morning:  Rest 
Centre, 10am. 
Not So Strictly Christmas Party:  

Social Dance fun night with 
charity raffle; £5 (£3.50), pay 

on door, School Hall, 8.15pm to 
10.45pm. 

Sunday 13th 
Chudleigh Baptists: Christmas is 
Special Because... An all-age 

service including nativity, carols 
and mince pies. All welcome. 

Tuesday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: December 
issue due out. 

On The Beat  
with PC Ali Hooper (14939); PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 

Contact Details:  website;  

Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101 

There were a total of four crimes recorded for Chudleigh during 

the last reporting period, broken down as follows:  

Criminal damage: An electronic road sign on the eastbound   

carriageway of the A38 was damaged by unknown means. There 

are no lines of enquiry.   

Possession of cannabis/class B: A group of youths was located 

where there has been previous ASB, seated around a bong and a 

tin of green vegetable matter. The owner of the tin was identified 

and referred to the Youth Offending Team.     

Drink / Drive: A vehicle was stopped for driving at excess speed. 

The driver was charged with being over the legal limit.  

Common assault: A stone was thrown at a moving vehicle    

causing a chip to the windscreen. The driver apprehended the  

offender who proceeded to punch and kick him. The incident is 

still being investigated as there are previous incidents involving 

these two people.   

DECEMBER 

Town’s First Civic Service 

Invited dignitaries from across 

the region joined Chudleigh 

Mayor, Councillor Richard 

Keeling at the town’s first Civic 

Service held on 15th November 

in the Parish Church.  

I n  h i s  a d d r e s s ,        

Councillor Keeling reviewed 

some of the major projects  

completed within the town re-

cently, such as refurbishment of 

the Play Park; establishment of 

the new skate park and building 

of the Scout Headquarters. 

He also thanked the  

leaders of volunteer groups that 

make a contribution to       

Chudleigh life, many of whom 

were present at the service, and 

had a special word for the 

‘unsung heroes’ who get out 

there and do things quietly for 

the community. He mentioned 

the challenges facing the     

community in the coming years 

and acknowledged the important 

role volunteers would have in 

overcoming these challenges. 

The service, which was 

taken by  Rev. Paul Wimsett 

commenced with a moment’s  

silent reflection for those killed 

or bereaved in Paris on Friday 

night. 

After the service, a   

buffet tea was served in the 

Woodway Room. 

http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

