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Refurbished Play Park Re-opens 

Thanks to our sponsors: 

Webselect 

On 3rd November, the children of the town 

converged on the Fore Street park when the  

refurbished play park was officially opened by 

the town’s Mayor, Councillor Chris Webb.  

Councillor Webb, said: ‘This is a really 

important site for leisure and recreation. It is 

right in the centre of the town and situated right 

next to the primary school. Consequently, the 

Town Council was determined that this play 

park would be the premier play facility in the 

town.’ 

Fore Street Park is owned by Chudleigh 

United Charities (CUC), who work in           

partnership with the Town Council in providing 

play facilities within the park. Stewart Sapp, the 

Chairman of CUC said: ‘The old play park was 

fifteen years old. The play equipment was old-

fashioned, rather run-down and only really   

catered for the younger children. When the old 

Scouts hut was demolished three years ago we 

realised this presented us with an opportunity to 

use the derelict land to increase the size of the 

play park. This has allowed us to provide a much 

greater range of challenging play equipment that 

caters for all ages from toddlers to teenagers. 

I’m pleased that we have been able to           

incorporate equipment suitable for children with 

mobility issues to use as we were anxious to 

increase the inclusiveness of the play park.’ 

Since the plan for the new play park was 

devised, the Town Council and CUC consulted 

with various play park providers to identify the 

best range of equipment and a design that would 

best suit the site. After extensive research the  

decision was made that the new play park would 

be constructed by HAGS-SMP, who are a       

provider of play, sports, fitness and urban sports 

equipment. Their Area Sales Manager, Michael 

Carter, said: ‘HAGS – SMP is proud of the design 

but, more importantly, feels privileged to have 

been involved in the whole process from initial 

designs to the final product you see today.’ 

The Town Clerk, John Carlton, explained 

how the project was financed. ‘The play park has 

cost £106,000 to build. We are principally       

indebted to Viridor Credits who provided a grant 

of £49,705 through the Landfill Communities 

Fund.’ He also acknowledged the generosity of 

local County Councillor, Jerry Brook, and District 

Councillors Lorraine Evans and Richard Keeling 

in providing financial assistance to the project. 

The rest of the funding came from section 106 

funds generated from the Teignfields               

development. 

The refurbishment of the play park was 

only the first phase in the regeneration of play 

facilities in the Fore Street Park, as explained by 

Mayor Chris Webb: ‘The next step is the         

construction of a new, modern multi-use games 

area (MUGA). We have the funds in place for this 

and hope to start construction this side of     

Christmas. After that, the final phase of the project 

will take place next spring with the construction of 

a large pagoda and additional seating in the park.’ 

Chudleigh Mayor Chris Webb (left) with other Councillors, 
CUC  Chairman, Stewart Sapp (4th from left) and Town 

Clerk, John Carlton (2nd from right)  

Charlie Forey tries out the new 
equipment as the play park re-opens 

to the public See page 9 for a profile of Stewart Sapp 
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From the Editor  

We’ve got another packed issue this 

month, so I’d like to point out a few key 

items to make sure you don’t miss them. 

The Chudleigh Christmas Fayre 

is coming up very soon (on Thursday 

4th December to be precise). I know the 

organising committee is working very 

hard to make this year as good as 

ever—and we know that the residents of 

Chudleigh will come out on the night—

so there’s just a couple of things I 

would ask you to do. Firstly, keep an 

eye out for the brochure which will be 

delivered to every house over the next 

week or so. If you don’t receive one, 

give me a ring on 854611 and I’ll    

arrange a special delivery. Secondly, 

keep your fingers crossed; hope as hard 

as you can; pray—whatever is your     

preferred approach—that the weather is 

a little kinder this year than last. I don’t 

want to have to relocate all the stalls at 

the last minute again! 

There’s been a lot of talk      

Copy date 30th November for December issue.  

Reserve space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk  

or phone Kate on 854611 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations 

of space. The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily 

those of the editor. 

recently about the possibility of      

Chudleigh having a Community Centre. 

The Community Interest Group is     

canvassing opinion on what the        

residents really want. Have a look at the 

article on page 6, keep an eye out for the 

survey which will be delivered with your 

brochure—and please, please send in 

your responses. The team really wants 

to know what the town thinks on this 

potentially huge project. 

The application for outline   

planning permission for the Rocklands 

Development was originally submitted 

more than a year ago, so this is hardly a 

new topic. However, people are now 

waking up to the implications for the 

residents of Oldway if the road is closed 

to through traffic. Have a look at the 

article on page 8 and, if you are as  

concerned as Roberta Ducker is, then do 

consider joining the campaign. 

Finally, have you ever thought 

how a author-signed book makes a  

wonderful Christmas present for the 

readers in your family? Just saying! 

Kate 

2015 Short Story  

Competition 

First Prize Increased Again! 

Open to all writers, published or unpublished 

Open theme, 1200 —1500 words, entry fee £5 

Closing date for entries: 31st January 2015 

Three prizes: £250; £50; £25 

Judges: Katherine Parris, The Write Retreat Ltd, Brittany 

plus Elizabeth Ducie and Sharon Cook 

For competition rules and entry details: 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk  

or email us  

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

New this year: 
 

Short Story Competition for Children 
(category 1: Primary, years 1-6) 

(category 2: Secondary, years 7-11) 
 

Theme: Under The Great Tree 
500-1000 words 

No entry fee;  
Prize to be confirmed 

 

Closing date: 30th November 2014 
Results: December’s issue of     

Chudleigh Phoenix 
 

Entries in category 1 may be typed or handwritten; 
entries in category 2 must be typed. All entries 
must be  original and the entrant’s own work 

 
Send entries by email to: 

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk 
or by post to: 

The Granary, 3 Palace Mill, Rock Road, Chudleigh 
TQ13 0JJ 

 

Our sponsors: 

Heathside Information Services Ltd 

The Write Retreat, Brittany 

Chudleigh Writers Circle 

Gorgito’s Ice Rink is a tale of love, loss and 

broken promises, set in Russia. It is the first 

novel to be published by Chudleigh Phoenix 

Publications and is also Elizabeth Ducie’s 

debut novel. 

Out now on Amazon in both ebook and  

paperback formats, it will also be on sale at 

the Christmas Fayre on 4th December or 

directly from Kate on  854611.  

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk/2015comp.html
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
http://www.heathside.com/
http://www.thewriteretreat.com/
http://chudleighwriterscircle.wordpress.com/


It’s a new school year, which means that 

there are brand new council members and 

decisions are already being made. 

Here at Chudleigh School, rewarding 

children for positive attitude towards    

education is very important to us all. We are 

discussing a new reward system and       

deciding with a democratic vote. One    

popular idea is ‘subject of the week’. This is 

where the teachers pick a subject e.g.  

Maths, and reward the pupils who are    

focussed and doing well. The award will be 

presented in Friday assembly. Other      

suggestions are class-based and family-

group rewards. 

Getting Our Pudsey Faces On 

Children in Need has been and gone, 

and Chudleigh School had great fun. Year 6s 

did face painting, with the help of Debbie 

Payne and there were a lot of Pudseys and 

Blushes around!   

People dressed up as superheroes 

and in normal clothes; and by donating some 

money to have some fun, we were doing 

more that we could imagine for children in 

need! It was great fun and almost everyone 

was smiling. 

But don’t forget the fun doesn’t stop 

here. Christmas is just round the corner, 

along with the school play. 

In the next issue, we’ll be telling you 

the final decision on the award system and 

will be announcing who the Chair School 

Councillor is. 
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The Children’s Voice  
with this month’s guest editor Reuben Evans 

Decisions, Decisions  
by Charlotte and Daisy 

Are  your kids stuck 

on what to read? 

Well, if so, read on 

for an amazing book 

for children aged 7+. 

Your kids will be 

hooked by this exciting tale. 

Michael Morpurgo’s thought-provoking 

best-seller Kensuke’s Kingdom tells of 11 year 

old Michael who is stranded on tropical island in 

the middle of  nowhere. As he curls up and waits 

for death to come calling, he realises he is not 

alone. But who else is on the island; and will he 

ever see his parents again? 

This book will open up your child’s mind 

and give them a fresh new door to imagination. 

 

Sailing Away  
by James, Lucy and Theo    

Budding Brass 
by Jemma and Max 

Ever had a chance to play a  

musical instrument? In our 

school, we make sure as many 

children as possible get this  

fantastic opportunity. 

Our main instruments this 

term are pocket trumpets, 

French horns and cornets. Our 

music teacher, Mrs Hughes is 

very enthusiastic about making 

sure the children in our school 

get a good music education. She 

told us: ‘the children are doing 

extremely well. This is an     

amazing opportunity and I wish I 

had the chance in my childhood.’ 

All the budding brass  

musicians will get to showcase 

their music skills later in the 

year. 

All the children of Chudleigh cheer as the 

new park is finally open. The two most popular 

pieces of equipment are the Titan and the 

climbing frame. 

Lots of children, young and old, travel 

from other local communities to use the    

stunning new park. They want to see for  

themselves the result of such an exciting  

community project.  

As long as people respect the new park, 

it will last for years to come! 

Fun in the Park by Harry, Katie and Rupert 

CV reporters take time out to inspect the 

new play park 

(From left) Theo, Lucy and Harry checking out this 

month’s recommended read for kids 

Superheroes gather for Children in Need 
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1st Chudleigh Scout Group '100 Club' September 

Draw 

The winners of the October draw were 

Coralie Malone (1st prize of £12.50) and 

Jeanette Sanderson (2nd prize of £7.50). 

The next draw will take place towards 

the end of November. 

Tickets are already selling fast—people know just how good 

Kathryn Roberts and Sean Lakeman are! They will be     

playing at the Community School Hall on Friday 28th      

November at 8pm, and you can get tickets from Lynn and 

Chris Evans, 01626 852553, or Chudleigh DIY. The tickets 

cost £9 for adults and £6 for children—a bargain. 

Kathryn and Sean were winners of the 2013 Best Duo 

Award in the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards, and sing an eclectic 

repertoire of traditional and self-penned songs. They        

accompany themselves on guitar, keyboard and woodwind 

instruments. Do not miss them! 

This is an event subsidised by Villages in Action and 

organised by Chudleigh Community Project so that       

Chudleigh can enjoy really good  performances. 

Kathryn Roberts and Sean 
Lakeman in Concert 

On Friday 5th December, the History Group will be holding their 

annual Christmas Party. This fun evening will feature singing duo 

Chique with songs from the 1960s and 1970s; cheese and wine; a 

picture quiz; and a Christmas draw. Tickets are limited to 60 and are 

selling fast. To reserve yours, contact Alan Brunton on 852714. 

History Group Christmas Party 

CHUDLEIGH COMMUNITY CHOIR 

Presents 

A MUSICAL POT POURRI 

Saturday 13th December 

4pm, Chudleigh Parish Church 

 

Members of the Chudleigh Community Choir are hard at work   

rehearsing for the concert which they will be performing on Saturday 

13th December at 4pm in the Parish Church. Entitled A Musical Pot 

Pourri, it will be very different from the traditional Christmas      

concerts of former years. Described by Musical Director, Nicola 

Smith, as ‘a musical afternoon with refreshments to lift the darker 

days of winter’, the programme will feature folk songs from Ghana, 

learnt under the tutelage of Nii Tackie-Yaoboi, and a new             

arrangement of If I ruled the world from Colin Avery. The choir has 

also prepared its own contribution to the WWI                              

commemoration.  There will be performances from talented young 

musicians—the stars of the future. And there may be an odd nod to 

the festive season. 

In keeping with the spirit of a community event, there is no 

admission price for this concert. There will be a retiring collection 

towards the cost of running the choir, but contribution is completely 

optional. 

The choir members hope lots of the Chudleigh community 

will come along and join us for this fun musical interlude, since   

without an audience, it just won’t be the same. The best present you 

give this Christmas could well be your presence at A Musical Pot 

Pourri. 

Chudleigh Community Choir     
Requests Your Presence... 

I am stepping down as Race Director 

for the Chudleigh Carnival Road 

Race and would like to thank every-

one who has supported the event for 

the past eight years. I have really 

appreciated it. 

A n d y  P a l m e r 

(andy@fit4eva.com) is taking over as 

from next year’s race, which will be 

held on Friday 17th July 2015. I 

know he’s already on the case and is 

looking forward to the role. 

Road Race News  

from Eleanor Taylor 

We Will Remember.. 

Wreaths laid at the War  
Memorial on Remembrance 

Sunday 
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Carnival Update  from Alan Holman 

In October we heard a fascinating talk by Stuart Drabble, Clerk to 

the Trustees of Stover School, on the history of the Stover estate.  

Records go back to Domesday, but what the visitor today 

sees dates mostly from the 1700s. Stover Country Park comprises 

part of the 80,000-acre estate acquired by James Templer, an  

orphan who ran away to sea and made his fortune in India. In 

1765 he purchased the run-down Stover Estate and, in 1777, built 

a large mansion house in the Palladian style which he named 

Stover House. He undertook a landscaping scheme to form the 

gardens, which significantly influenced the appearance of the 

area, including Stover Lake, which covers approximately ten 

acres. The works also included the planting of exotic trees and 

shrubs and the construction of a 1.5 mile carriage drive.  

In 1792, his son, James II built the Stover Canal between 

Teigngrace and the River Teign at Newton Abbot, to carry clay 

for export from workings on his land via New Quay, Teignmouth.  

In 1820 James II's son, George Templer built a granite 

tramway from Haytor to link with the canal in order to export the 

granite being extracted from his Dartmoor quarries. However, he 

sold the tramway to the Duke of Somerset around 1842.  

Stover was purchased in 1979 by Devon County Council 

from the Forestry Commission who had planted part of it with 

stands of conifers. It was designated a Country Park in the same 

year. Country Parks in general were designated under the      

Countryside Act 1968; their primary function was to relieve the 

pressure on National Parks and farmland.   

There are extensive mineral deposits lying beneath the 

Park, principally geologically-recent Oligocene ball clay. The area 

around Stover has a history of ball clay extraction and the       

continued working of clay is a potential pressure for the vicinity. 

Ball clays are comparatively rare. In the UK they are only found 

in the Bovey Basin, in North Devon (at Petrockstowe) and in the 

Wareham Basin in Dorset. The Bovey Basin contains the largest 

and most important known deposit of ball clay in the UK and 

possibly in the world. The clay is a nationally important resource 

as it is used in the manufacture of many everyday items such as 

sanitary ware, wall and floor tiles, tableware, refractories, bricks 

and for other specialist uses such as fertilisers and fillers. The ball 

clay industry is considered important to the local economy      

because of the employment and wealth generated not only by the 

quarrying options, but also by the conversion of this raw material 

in the ceramics industry. Exporting it also makes a significant 

contribution to the national balance of payments. There are many 

difficult decisions to be made! 

Update from Amenity Society 

Carnival Update  

CADAS still need volunteers to fill key roles on the Committee. In 

particular, we need a Chairperson. If anyone would be interested 

in taking on that role, please have an informal chat with any of our 

current Committee members. 

Tony Woodville 

amenity.society@talktalk.net 

On a fairly grey Sunday afternoon at the end of October, we held 

our Halloween Hunt and, despite the weather, thirty-two sets of 

mums, dads and children descended on the main street, some attired 

in scary costumes. Everyone who took part had a prize at the end 

plus a supply of home-made cakes and refreshments to enjoy while 

colouring-in their choice of Halloween drawing, The Chudleigh 

Co-op donated four tins of sweets which were raffled and the    

winning numbers were: 14, 35, 45 and 54. Our thanks to Matt, the 

Co-op manager, and to all the shops who took part in the Hunt by 

allowing us to use their windows for the answer to the various 

clues. On a personal note, Lana K deserves a special mention for all 

the hard work she put in to make this happen—this follows her 

success with entertainment on Carnival night. Her organisational 

skills have certainly come to the fore. 

By the time you read this, there will only be six weeks to 

deadline day (31st December) for applications to be on the Carnival 

Float next summer. So time is running out. Full details can be 

found on the poster (see left) and on our Facebook page. 

We are running a tombola during the Chudleigh Christmas 

Fayre (Late Night Shopping) on 4th December. We will be in the 

Council Chamber, upstairs in the Town Hall, so do pop in and see 

us; you may just win something. 

The Carnival Float is being stripped of its successful 2014 

theme in readiness to start again next year but we are sworn to  

secrecy regarding the design. 

Finally, two dates for your diary: Christmas Prize Bingo in 

the Large Hall on Thursday 11th December and Coffee Morning in 

the Rest Centre on Saturday 20th December. 
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Mr Pesto Recommends 
with Phil Curtis, founder member of Chudleigh Diners Club 

It’s been another busy month eating out. 

Nine members of Chudleigh Diners 

met at the Spice Lounge, Queen Street, 

Newton Abbot for an enjoyable Indian meal 

on the 14th October. The price of the meal 

was £8.95 for any starter plus any main 

including nan bread or rice, followed by 

complimentary ice cream, coffee and mints. 

The food was excellent as was the service, 

The restaurant was very clean with a good 

atmosphere, I have eaten here twice and see 

no reason not to return. 

I then spent six days at the Lizard 

and Lands End in my motor home. I stayed 

at Little Trethvas Farm Campsite near the 

Lizard. Each morning either Liz or Mike 

cooked me a wonderful breakfast in their 

Almond Tree Cafe consisting of local bacon 

and sausages, their own eggs, toast,     

mushrooms, beans etc. plus a large pot of 

tea; a really good start to a day’s walking 

along the coastal path. 

The freshly cooked haddock and 

chips at The Smugglers Fish and Chips 

Shop, The Lizard, was very welcome at the 

end of the day. 

Next stop was Sennen Cove, with 

views of the Land's End Lighthouse, and a 

bus ride to Penzance and into the Blue Bay 

Cafe for delicious bangers and mash with 

vegetables and onion gravy. 

Clive and I rather over-indulged at 

the Bishop Lacey on our usual Thursday 

night out as Robin had an ‘eat as much as 

you like’ curry evening. 

The following week Robin saved us 

some superb belly pork cooked to          

perfection on a bed of mash with               

mushrooms, peas and onion gravy. 

Glenny and I had a roast at the   

Union Inn, Moretonhampstead on Sunday; 

very tasty with great atmosphere in a busy 

pub. 

If you are in Paignton you would be 

hard pushed to have a better carvery than at 

the Harbour Inn. Glenny had pork and beef 

and I had turkey pie and beef with all the 

trimmings; and all for £5 during the week 

and, I think, £5.50 at the weekends. 

If anyone would like to join the Chudleigh Diners on the second Tuesday of the month 

please ring me (Phil) on 07702 418458 

The November session was blessed 

with unusually warm and sunny 

weather, so  potentially a lot of work 

could have been done on Saturday 1st 

November, if the team had been larger.   

Madge, Doug and myself forked the 

newly-donated material into the large 

donating bay. Unfortunately some of 

this material was not acceptable:    

raspberry canes, couch grass, etc, do 

not compost down in our bays.  Luckily 

however Colin was preparing a nearby 

bonfire so we added to that pile instead.    

It is planned that Saturday 6th 

December will be a working session for 

those who have been unable to make 

their sessions this year—so if that 

means YOU, then await a phone call 

from Julie confirming this! 

The depleted committee are still 

finalising cover for the annual     

Christmas tree collection—but at the 

moment the times are: Saturday 3rd 

January from 10am to 2pm [extension 

to 4pm may be possible]; Saturday 10th 

January from 10am to 4pm.  

Please contact either Lyn or 

myself nearer the time when hopefully 

the timings have been decided.        

Obviously if any member wishes to 

offer their time these hours could be 

extended! 

Chudleigh Rotters   
Update 
from Frances 
Daysh 

Frances - Treasurer  

01626 853173; 

dayshfrances5@hotmail.com 

Lyn - Membership Secretary  

01626 852090; 

lyn.paris@virgin.net 

Millstream Meadow Book Club is 
recruiting new members. We 
meet monthly to discuss our 
‘book of the month’. If you are 
interested in finding out more 
about us, contact Denise Benson: 

denise.benson@me.com 

Chudleigh now has a Community Interest 

Company working alongside, and in      

harmony with, the Town Council. CCIC 

will work in the background, helping to 

make the Chudleigh Masterplan, completed 

a couple of years ago, become a reality and 

assisting in raising funds and profile for 

capital projects as they come on stream. 

With the new houses being built and 

an ever-increasing population, it is said that 

Chudleigh is already experiencing a      

limitation in the growth of our community 

because of the lack of community space. 

One task for the CCIC is therefore to  

evaluate the needs, aspirations and interests 

of residents, with a view to recommending 

a new community centre. 

If there is enough support and    

interest for a community centre, the CCIC 

will begin an in-depth feasibility study, 

which could include outside agencies    

providing community services e.g.    

Healthcare / day care / CAB etc. Public 

meetings will be held to ask for further 

opinions and to keep everyone up to date 

with progress. 

So, as a first step, there is a need to 

establish how much support there is in 

Chudleigh for a new community centre. A 

survey is being released over the next few 

days, aimed at gathering as much feedback 

as possible from the community. 

Copies of the survey will be       

included with the Christmas Fayre         

brochure, which is being delivered to every 

household over the next two weeks. It can 

also be downloaded here or can be accessed 

via the CCIC Facebook page. 

Responses can be taken in person to 

the Town Hall; posted to Michael          

Underwood at 3 Calvados Close,         

Chudleigh, TQ13 0PR; left on Facebook; or 

sent by email to  chudleighcic@yahoo.com. 

With such a wide range of options, 

the CCIC trustees (Clare Lillington,     

Richard Keeling, Michael McCormick and 

Michael Underwood) are hoping for a high 

level of response from the community.  

Community Centre Survey 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/survey_community_centre.pdf
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Roll Up! Roll up! Time to buy your tickets for the theatrical 

warm-up event of the year. The Chudleigh Amateur Dramatic 

Society (CADS) first ever Christmas party could be a sell-

out, so avoid disappointment and buy your tickets early! 

This essential diary date, Saturday 6th December, 

promises live music from The Green Laners, fabulous  

Christmas hats (prize for the best ones, so get making) and 

even a top prize (we haven’t been to the pound shop yet…) 

for the very best dressed Christmas table. Yup, we’ve gone 

for a Christmas theme this year! There will even be a raffle. 

All you have to do is buy a party ticket (£5 adults, £3 

under 16s), turn up to The Chudleigh Community School 

Hall between 7pm and 11pm on 6th December, with food and 

drink to keep you going the whole evening, and enjoy.   

Dancing is highly recommended. 

Tickets are available from Harveys coffee shop, Eric 

at Go Green on Chudleigh Market and from Sharon on  

01626 853843. 

Proceeds from the evening will be used to help fund 

the 2015 pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk, due to be 

staged on 23rd to 25th January next year. It is also a chance 

for CADS members to drag along—sorry, entertain—friends 

and family. Oh yes it is! 

A CADS Christmas party ticket also makes the ideal 

early Christmas present, but don’t stick it in their Christmas 

stocking else they won’t know about the party until it’s too 

late. Oh no they won’t! 

So get making hats, conjure up some table decorations 

with your friends and pack a seasonal banquet. THE party to 

be seen at this year is fast approaching.  

 

(Chudleigh Market) 

 

 

  
  

Cheese & Wine 

Christmas Party 
With entertainment from 
MAGGIE DUFFY 

  

7.30pm  Sunday 7th December 

Woodway Room, Chudleigh Town Hall 

Lucky Number tickets at £10 on sale at     
Chudleigh Market; enquiries:                

carolesmart2@aol.com; 01626 853787 

mailto:carolesmart2@aol.com
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Chudleigh Concerns: an occasional 

feature giving residents of Chudleigh the 
chance to air their concerns or frustrations. 
This month, Roberta Ducker contacted CP 
about the proposed changes to traffic in  
Oldway. 

The application for outline planning permission for the Rocklands 

Development, which was approved, subject to a list of conditions, 

by Teignbridge District Council (TDC) last month, includes the 

closure of Oldway as a through road for vehicular traffic. The  

approval comes despite the fact that objection was recommended 

at the Chudleigh Town Council (CTC) meeting a week before. A 

campaign has now been set up by some of the town’s residents to 

try and get the planning decision reversed. 

Roberta’s email explained the premise: ‘Having spoken to 

a significant number of residents in Chudleigh, none of whom 

were aware of the proposed closure and all of whom oppose it, we 

wish to object to the outline planning permission given for Oldway 

to be closed to vehicular traffic.  The basis of the original planning   

consent was flawed.  We wish for it to be reviewed for the reasons 

given in the attached letter.’ 

The letter she refers to was sent to the Planning Officer at 

TDC on 4th November and details a number of concerns regarding 

the planning process. In particular, it questions the assertion at 

both the CTC and TDC planning meetings that the closure was at 

the insistence of Devon Highways, whereas an email from Devon 

Highways states: The change to Oldway has been proposed by the 

developer and would be subject to a Traffic Regulation Order, 

which has not yet been progressed.  

Residents of Chudleigh who feel this decision should be 

reconsidered are being asked to write to TDC and Devon        

Highways (see letter from the campaign leaders in box on the 

right. 

If you want to see the planning documents, they can be 

found on the TDC Planning website. The reference for the       

application is 13/01062/MAJ. 

Dear Chudleigh Resident, 

Did you know that outline planning permission 

(ref:13/01062/MJA zone 1) has been given by Teignbridge   

District Council for 175 - 230 houses on Station Hill, and it is 

proposed that Lower Oldway should be “completely closed to 

through traffic”  with a bollard below Lower Trindle Close. This 

means all traffic will have to enter and exit through The Parade. 

As residents we feel we should all have access to our 

area of Chudleigh improved rather than made less accessible by 

this new development.  If you would like to see Lower Oldway 

widened and a proper footpath installed for its full length to the 

benefit of us all, (a 75 metre extension to the planned footpath is 

all that’s required), it must be campaigned for. 

Unfortunately a petition carries little or no weight with 

planning officers;  individual letters HAVE to be noted.   

This is important.  Once Lower Oldway is blocked, it 

will be permanently closed.  Please write to: 

 

Teignbridge District Council, 

Planning Department, 

Forde House, 

Brunel Road,  

Newton Abbot.  TQ12 4XX 

 

 and  

 

Devon Highways,  

Ryfields,  

Avery House, 

Kingsteignton TQ12 3QG. 

 

Your opinions would also be appreciated at Council 

planning meetings. Thank you for reading this.   

For further information concerning the plans for Zone 1 

and Zone 2 please check with Planning Department, Teignbridge 

District Council. 

Letter from Campaign Leaders 

Friends of  
Chudleigh    
Library 

The recently formed Friends Of Chudleigh Library held their 

second meeting in November, where they elected a chairman, 

secretary and treasurer. Our new committee was given the task of 

producing a draft constitution for the group to be brought to the 

next meeting, which will be held in January 2015. We were 

brought up to date with the latest news about the possible 

changes to our library service and we discussed a number of  

potential fundraising ideas. 

We would welcome new members to our group. For more 

information, please contact:  

Jill Hughes (Chudleigh Library) 852469 

Douglas Neely (Chairman) 853456  

A Chudleigh resident is sponsoring the next CFS film, ‘About 

Time’ (Cert 12) 

The Film Society is screening this comedy on Friday 

12th December in the Woodway Room at 8pm. Doors open at 

7.15pm. (Non-members £5 on the door)  

Beautifully filmed on the south coast of Cornwall around 

Gorran Haven, it’s the night after another disappointing New 

Year’s party when Tim’s father tells his 21 year old son about 

their ability to time travel. This new-found skill just complicates 

Tim’s wish to find a girlfriend! This is a romantic comedy with 

a feel good factor written/directed by Richard Curtis. 

 

 

Film Society News 

http://gis.teignbridge.gov.uk/TeignbridgePlanningOnline/SearchResults.aspx?SearchReference=13/01062/MAJ
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If you walk in the Fore Street Park early, very early, you may see 

Stewart Sapp doing his rounds. Stewart is Chairman of Chudleigh 

United Charities, (CUC), and regularly walks the Park to see what 

needs to be done, from dealing with ant hills, dog fouling and  

litter, to liaising with the teams working on the current             

refurbishment projects. Stewart feels that his Chairmanship has 

come full circle: ‘one of my first jobs as Chairman was to oversee 

the replacement of the first playground equipment the CUC had  

installed, and now that is being replaced and upgraded.’ 

Stewart practised in the town as a dentist for many years. 

He also served on the Parish Council, now Town Council, holding 

the post of Chairman between 1998 – 2000. It was whilst on the 

Parish Council that he joined CUC, and he has been Chairman for 

the last 14 years. Major projects that have given him special    

satisfaction (and a lot of form-filling!) include the installation of 

lighting on the path through the play park, the demolition of the 

Scout hut and subsequent planning and building of the Scout 

Headquarters, and now the upgrading of the play equipment. The 

Scout Headquarters planning and building entailed a lot of       

partnership and liaison work, as the land upon which it is built is 

the responsibility of the CUC Trustees. It is leased to the Scouts, 

who in turn share their accommodation with two other             

organisations. 

The present replacement and upgrading of the play     

equipment has been made possible by a generous grant to the CUC 

of nearly £50,000 from Viridor Credits (where there’s muck 

there’s brass, so please remember that when there is a not so 

agreeable pong hanging over Chudleigh!)  The equipment will be 

managed and maintained on a Joint Venture Agreement with the 

Town Council. The second phase of this project is the installation 

of MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) equipment on the hard play 

area between the Scout Headquarters and the school. It is planned 

that this will be built towards the end of this year, into the spring 

of 2015, funded by 106 Agreement money. The existing fence 

between the Play Park and houses backing on to it will also be 

upgraded and extended. Stewart is a very modest man. While  

playing down his own involvement in these projects, he was keen 

to highlight the generosity of Viridor, and the help and guidance  

received from Mrs Bobby Hughes in making a successful bid for 

funds for this play equipment. 

Day to day running of the play park area includes       

monitoring the sustainable use of the ground area, use of the car 

park to ensure it is not double-booked etc, and, since the inception 

of Chudfest, the erection of the marquee.   

The CUC trustees hold monthly meetings to review all 

aspects of their responsibilities in administering the various relief 

and educational charities under their stewardship. They can award 

small grants to Chudleigh residents who are under 25 years old, 

and who want to fund educational trips and projects. Applications 

should be made in writing to Stewart Sapp at Mill Hill Cottage, 

Clifford Street with a brief account of the trip/project they hope to 

fund, and how they feel they will benefit from the experiences 

offered. A condition of the grant is that they write a report on their 

experiences made possible by the grant. This is eagerly read by the 

Trustees. Some students have also provided pictures which are 

much appreciated. Grants are also made to the Primary School for 

various projects. 

Stewart works hard as the Chairman of the CUC. When 

asked what motivates him he replied: ‘the play park was created 

for the recreation of the people of Chudleigh. Being Chairman 

keeps me in touch with every aspect of community life and I am 

proud to be associated with a group of charities created by former 

Chudleigh residents for the common good of the town.’ 

Stewart Sapp, Chairman of Chudleigh United Charities: a profile by 

Fiona Halstead 

Stewart Sapp in the newly-refurbished  play park area 

Stewart Sapp (right) and Mark Luxton Installation    
Engineer for the new Playground equipment 
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/ 

Monday 17th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:   
Rest Centre, 10am to noon. 

Thursday 20th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 21st 

Amenity Society: Rev’d   
Christopher Pidsley with The 
Life and Genius of AJ Coles 
(alias Jan Stewer), Woodway 
Room,  7.30pm. 

 Saturday 22th 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to 
1pm. 
Bowl ing  Club  Cof fee      

Morning: Rest Centre, 10am. 
Messy Church: ‘Life is messy, 
church can be too’, Parish 
Church, 3pm. 

.Thursday 27th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 28th 
Twinning Association: AGM, 

Rest Centre, 7pm. 
Roberts and Lakeman In  
Concert: School Hall, 8pm, 
details p4 

Saturday 29th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Mothers’ Union Coffee   

Morning: Rest Centre, 10am. 
Sunday 30th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due 
for December issue. 
 

Monday 1st 

Town Council: Full meeting,    
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Wednesday 3rd 
WI: Christmas Evening, Rest 
Centre 7.30pm  

Thursday 4th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Christmas Fayre: 5pm to 

8.30pm; Parade from 6pm, 
see brochure or website for 
details. 

Friday 5th 

History Group: Christmas 

Party , Woodway Room, 
7.30pm., details p4. 

Saturday 6th 
Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Youth Centre Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 
CADS: Christmas Party, School 
Hall, 7.30pm, details p7. 

Sunday 7th 
Chudfest: Christmas Cheese 
and Wine party, Woodway 
Room, 7.30pm, details p7.        

 Tuesday 9th 

Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Thursday 11th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Carnival Bingo: Town Hall, 
7.30pm. 

Petanque Club: AGM, Sports 
Club, 8pm..  

NOVEMBER 

 Ever since the public enquiry office at Chudleigh police station shut some three years ago, CTC has been talking to Devon &   

Cornwall Constabulary about the possibility of them moving their offices to the Town Hall. The fear was that, with the enquiry  

office gone, there was nothing to make it necessary for the police to retain a base in the town. With constant cuts to police force 

budgets the appeal of selling the Rock Road station premises was obvious and the danger was that the personnel would be relocated 

elsewhere. It is pleasing, therefore, to be able to confirm that the police will be commencing work on the conversion of the Council 

Chamber and two adjoining store rooms into a suite of offices. This work will start in January with a view to the police taking up 

occupancy around three months later. Whilst their office will not be public access this does ensure that the police still have a     

presence in the town.   

 The Town Council is indebted to “Devon Remembers” and our County Councillor, Jerry Brook for financing the cleaning of the 

war memorial and obelisk. This is expensive work as the cleaning of monuments requires a specialist contractor and specialist 

cleaning methods so their generosity in providing in excess of £3,500 in funding is much appreciated. It is likely that this work will 

take place early in the new year as the presence of the town centre Christmas tree from late November makes it impossible to do the 

work sooner. 

News from the Town Council: Items not covered elsewhere in this issue 

 Friday 12th 
Chudleigh Fi lm Society :       

About Time Cert 12[details p8]. 
Woodway Room 7.15pm for 
8pm .  

Saturday 13th 
Weekly Produce Market:      

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Scouts Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am.  

On The Beat  
with your neighbourhood policing team:  
PC Ali Hooper (14939)  and PCSO Mark Easton (30315) JC)             

There were a total of five crimes recorded for Chudleigh broken 

down as follows 

2 x Theft from Shop – A male offender has been into the 

same store on two separate occasions and taken items without 

payment. There is CCTV footage of the offender. This is to be 

viewed, the offender identified and dealt with. 

1 x Common Assault - A male has been grabbed in the 

street by another male who was known. The offender is to be  

located and interviewed.  

1 x Make off without payment – The driver of a vehicle 

has filled up on the forecourt of a filling station and has then 

driven off without payment. There is CCTV footage and enquiries 

are continuing. 

1 x Domestic Violence.  

 

Alison and Mark held a bike marking event at the Haldon 

Gateway Centre on Saturday 1st November. The security marking 

kits were provided by Bikeregister. The event went very well and 

a total of 50 bikes were security marked. 

Contact Details:  website;  

Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101 

Rotary Party: Town Hall, 3pm, 
details p7. 

Community Choir: A Musical 
Pot Pourri, Parish Church, 4pm, 
details p4. 

Monday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: November 

issue due out. 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:   Rest 
Centre, 10am to noon. 
 

DECEMBER 

Christmas Fayre  
Brochure delivery will start 
early next week. All houses 
should receive one. Look out 

for yours. 

http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/
http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

