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A huge thank you to this 
month’s sponsors: 

 LRS Designs  

Webselect 

New Mayor and Deputy Elected 
At the Town Council’s 

Annual Meeting on 14th 
May, the new Mayor and 
Deputy were elected. And 
it seems highly appropriate 
that in the year when we 
celebrate the centenary of 
the Representation of the 
People Act, which was the 
first step towards women’s 
suffrage in the UK, that 
Chudleigh should get its 
first female Mayor. 

Counsellor Clare 
Lillington, who was elected           
unopposed, was co-opted 
onto the Council in 2012 
and became an elected 
member in 2015. No  
stranger to running       
committees and ensuring 
procedures are applied, she 
is the current Chair of the 
Council’s Town Hall and 
Finance Committee. She is 
heavily involved in the 
running of the Parish 
Church, where she is one of 
the Church Wardens and 
was for many years    
Treasurer on the PCC. She 
is one of the founding 
members of the town’s 
Twinning Association and 
is its current Chair. She is 
also a Trustee of the 
Pynsent Foundation and a 
Director of the Chudleigh 
CIC (Community Interest 
Company). 

In a close-run    
result, Councillor Chris 
Webb was elected to the 
role of Deputy Mayor,  
defeating Tess Frost by 7 
votes to 6.  

Chris is also no 
stranger to ceremonial 
roles, having been Mayor 
in 2014-5 and Deputy 
Mayor in 2015-6. Like 
Clare, he is also involved in 
a number of community 
organisations, including the 
Chudleigh Pensioners. He 
is the Co-ordinator of the 
town’s recently revived  
Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme. 

It looks like we’ve 
got a very busy pair      
representing our town and 
leading our Council for the 
next year. The Chudleigh 
Phoenix wishes them all 
the best in their new roles. 

 

 

Cllr Clare Lillington (above) wearing the 
chain of office as the newly-elected Mayor of 

Chudleigh. Cllr Chris Webb (left) will serve as 
her deputy 

It’s our turn to host the visitors from Troan this year; they will 

be here from 15th to 18th June.  
The weekend includes, on Saturday, a trip to Exeter, 

and a reception and meal in the Town Hall with music and 
magic. Then on Sunday, there will be a guided tour of         
Ugbrooke   followed by a cream tea. 

There is plenty of opportunity for walks round      
Chudleigh and trips to Dartmoor with families in the free time. 

And Talking Of Twinning... 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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From the Editor  

Over the past twelve months, 

no edition of CP has been   
complete without at least one 
picture of the outgoing Mayor, 
Mike Underwood. In fact, there 
were some months where his 
picture featured on several 
different pages.  

Anyone who knows Mike 
would be forgiven for thinking 
he had kissed the Blarney Stone 
at some point in the past, such 
is his way with words. But as he 
handed over the Mayoral chain 
to Clare Lillington this month, 
he was uncharacteristically 
quiet. 

“Thank you. I’ve had a 
terrific year,” was all he said.  

But I think it’s we who 
should thank Mike for all he’s 
done for Chudleigh in the past 
two years. His enthusiasm for 
this town knows no bounds. The 
coming year will be a little  
quieter for him and Joyce than 
the previous ones; and we wish 
them a happy time. But we  
suspect he will still feature in 
the pages of CP now and then. 

On page 12, we bring 
you the latest step in the saga of 
the Linden Homes development 
on Station Hill. There are a lot 
of words on that page, but we 
make no apologies for printing 
such a full report (and it’s pure 
co-incidence that I share a  
surname with Councillor 

McCormick). 
There are a lot of 

concerns about this project, 
not least from the point of 
view of safety and efforts to 
improve the situation will 
continue. 

But the closing    
comment in the article is an 
important one. At the outline 
planning stage, we tend to 
think “we can sort that bit 
out at detail stage”. But we 
can’t. The outline stage often 
sets the principles in stone 
and it’s too late to argue 
further down the line. We 
need to be more aware of 
issues when they first arise. 
And CP hopes to play a role 
in that moving forward. 

Finally, on page 13, 
John Carlton outlines the 
current DCC policy on    
potholes and drains, a topic 
that excites many of us these 
days. 

We understand from 
anecdotal evidence, that even 
this reduced approach to the 
problems is not being     
complied with. If you report 
a problem and it is not    
addressed in the required 
manner or timescale, do 
highlight it either to the 
Town Council or to us here 
at CP. We pay for these  
services. We are entitled to 
expect delivery of them! 

Kate 

Copy date 31st May for the June issue. Reserve your space in        
advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The  
editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 
Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

The Children’s Voice 
No Children’s Voice on page 3 this month. We are 
taking a short break, but will be back very soon. 

Friends of   
Chudleigh Library 
from Chairman, Douglas Neely 

If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh     
Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469  

We are holding our next author event in the Library on   

Wednesday 6th June at 7pm, when we will be hearing from the 
author T P Fielden. He will be telling us about the paperback  
publication of his latest Miss Dimont crime novel. His books are 
set in  the 1950s, in a fictional South Devon town, situated   
somewhere between Torquay and Newton Abbot. Our most    
popular events seem to be Crime Writers and locally set books 
and this time we have both with one author 

Tickets are the usual £2, to include light refreshments and 
are available now from the Library.  

On the same night, just before the event, we will be     
unveiling the third of the series of mosaics, that have been      
appearing around Chudleigh. They have been organised and  
sponsored by Chudleigh Amenity Society; and designed and   
constructed by the children of Chudleigh Primary School,     
working with artist, Monica Shanty Brown. 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Amenity Society News 

Liquid Natural Gas: from Source to Customer was 

the talk given by Peter Jackson, Chudleigh Resident 
and Town Councillor, on Friday 20th April. Peter 
spoke with first-hand 
experience of building 
an extraction plant in 
the Peruvian jungle 
where all the building 
materials had to be 
helicoptered in. At the 
well-head, butane,  
propane, naphtha and 
white diesel were   
separated from the gas 
and all were then piped 
down to the coast in one of three pipelines that crossed 
not only jungle but also a mountain range. One     
pipeline supplied gas to Lima, another took the      
separated components and a third the gas for export 
that was delivered to a refrigeration plant where the 
gas was liquefied, 600 litres being shrunk to one litre. 
It was then pumped into refrigerated tankers for 
transport to the final customer. On arrival, the liquid 
gas was converted back to a gas for use in the        
consumer country.  

Most of our gas is imported and even more will 
be imported in future as we increasingly rely on gas-
fired generating plants to replace coal-fired stations: a 
sobering thought. 

Our next talk, Recreational Development in 
Haldon Forest is on 18th May and will be given by 
Toby Bowen Scott. 

Finally, it is said that although we had a very 
mixed April, the colours of our Spring blossoms have 
never been better. That is certainly true of the splendid 
daffodil beds, planted in 2017 by CADAS, and     
flowering recently in all their glory in the centre of 
town and in the Churchyard. 

 
 

Frances Daysh, Treasurer: 14 Exeter Road , tel. 853173 or 07780 561518, dayshfrances5@hotmail.com 
Lyn Paris: 6 Troarn Way, tel. 852090,  lyn.paris@outlook.com 

Julie Rayner, Rota Coordinator : 23 Becket Road, Bovey, tel. 835432 or 07552712696,  julierayner194@yahoo.co.uk 

After the very slow start to spring, this month we were blessed 

with summer: sunshine and blue skies which was wonderful! Nick 
had kindly strimmed the grass a few days ago so as Mary, Anne, 
Tess, Pam & Tom arrived, we settled into our various projects.  

Bay 1's contents were first turned, the raked-up grass, 
shredded paper and a fair amount from the donation pile was  
added and, finally we watered and covered the bay once again 
with plastic and carpet to start the composting process. Bay 5's 
contents, which were very nicely composted, were bagged up (35 
in all), ready for purchase. 

No Saturday work session is without its coffee and tea 

break, accompanied by chocolate biscuits (though they did melt a 
bit!), during which a lady from an allotment inquired about our 
Composting Group and becoming a member! I did assure her we 
did do a bit of work, as well as sit in the sunshine and natter!!  

Once again someone has left an unsuitable load,          
presumably expecting we can compost it. PLEASE may we ask 
that our sign of suitable and unsuitable donations is read and   
adhered to.   

Could everyone who has purchased compost or mulch 
from us and not remembered to return their bags, do so by the 
next session if possible? We have none on site now! Please return 
them into the brown wheelie bins just to the left of the shed.   

Chudleigh Rotters  

We are a group of local residents 

who want to share and enthuse others 
with their passion for wildlife!  
Our aims are to:  

• Share knowledge on the wonderful 
wildlife in the Parish of Chudleigh.  

• Raise awareness through events & 
activities that involve and motivate 
the community.  

• Encourage positive action by local 
residents to attract & sustain more 
wildlife in the town and Parish of 
Chudleigh.  

• Work together and with others to 
conserve existing wildlife and   
enhance our local habitats, features 
and species populations. 

• Record what we have, holding and 
sharing our wildlife records with 
others. 

• Advise groups and individuals on 
biodiversity. 

• Be environmentally and socially 
aware and responsible in what we 
do. 

We have: 

• Completed an insect friendly bat 
garden on rock road with feature 
bench. 

• Held nature walks and talks in  
association with CADAS. 

• Put Swift boxes on the back of the 
Town hall and the Globe Hotel, to 
extend nesting places. 

• Removed grass from verges to  
increase variety of plants, until 
asked to stop by the Town Council. 

• Planted two small oak saplings 
from the twin oaks and a donated 
Hornbeam at Bridgelands bridge.  

• Continued planting native bulbs 
and insect friendly plants in verges 
and public areas.. 

• Held a successful Bat evening at 
the Bat field, netting a Greater 
horseshoe bat. 

• Hosted a bat recorder for Greater 
Horseshoe Bat project (GHBP). 

• Taken part in PhD project on the 
habits of Greater Horseshoe bats. 

• GHBP held teaching sessions to 
support staff at the primary school. 

• Had a presence at Chudfest fete, 
featuring pond dipping and simple 
flower identification. 

• Have had a strong input in the 
neighbourhood development plan. 

We will: 

• Continue working with the school. 

• Encourage the Town Council to 
support Chudleigh as a biodiverse 
town. 

• Continue planting native, insect 
friendly species in public spaces. 

• Organise more nature walks and 
talks. 

• Co-operate with other organisations 
e.g. CADAS  in beautifying the 
town. 

(continued on page 13) 

2017-8 Report 
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Looking 
For      
Advice? 
 
CAB are in 
Chudleigh 
on      
Thursdays 
 
 
 

 

Like to learn new things with new 
friends? Then U3A may be for you. 
Chudleigh could have a U3A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not come along to a start-up   
meeting at Chudleigh Town Hall, Woodway 
Room at 10.30am on Wednesday 23rd  
May?  

More information about U3A can be 
viewed here: www.u3a.org.uk 

Retired or Semi-Retired? 

http://www.u3a.org.uk
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Wally Hits The Target 

On 20th April, Mark 

'Wally' Waldron said 
goodbye to his        
trademark dreadlocks in 
a fund-raisier for 
Rowcroft Hospice and 
MIND, two charities 
close to his heart.  

Mark was hoping 
to raise £2,000. As of 
10th May, the total, in-
cluding gift aid is just 
over £2230. So well 
done, Mark. That’s a 
great achievement.  

Last time I checked, his           
JustGiving page was still open, so 
if you would like to make a     
donation, you can do it now by 
clicking here. 
 
 

Chasing Unicorns,  
short  stories for 

adults and children 
 

All proceeds to 
Rowcroft Hospice 

 

Click here to order 

Before: Mark Waldron with the  
dreadlocks he has been growing for 

nearly eighteen years 

After: Mark minus the hair but with a 
huge wodge of cash for his two       

favourite charities. 

Alan Brunton is delighted to report he has secured sponsorship for each 

of the seventy-five Chudleigh men lost in the First World War and so far 
has raised in excess of £1250 towards this centenary year's Royal British 
Legion poppy appeal.  

Every sponsor will  be receiving a letter of thanks over the next 
two weeks or so.  

This is just the start of the town’s centenary commemorations 
and celebrations. More details will be published in the near future, but 
look out for associated events during Chudfest, and in November. 

James and Richard Cycle For  CLIC 
Sargent 

In July, James Blacklock and his friend Richard Gerry, both from  

Chudleigh, will be cycling from London to Paris to raise money for 
CLIC Sargent.  

In 2014 James and his wife, Rhian, tragically lost their little girl, 
Zoe, to cancer. The support they received at the time from CLIC Sargent 
was so helpful in dealing with this incredibly difficult event in their lives 
and the family would like to thank CLIC Sargent for all the support they 
received during Zoe's illness, with this fund-raising ride. 

 
CLIC Sargent is the UK’s leading cancer charity for children, 

young people and their families. Their care teams have been providing 
specialist support across the UK for years. They will fight tirelessly to 
limit the damage cancer causes. They will listen, and ask the right    
questions, so that they can provide the right support, tailored to each 
young person and family.  

This might mean arranging a CLIC Sargent grant or helping 
young people and families get the benefits they are entitled to;          
coordinating care so that some medical procedures can happen at home, 
or arranging free accommodation in a CLIC Sargent Home from Home. 
Or helping young cancer patients and families keep in touch with school, 
college or work to keep life as normal as possible.  

CLIC Sargent will also fight for young lives with cancer by   
taking what they tell us about the impact of cancer on their lives to the  
government, service providers and policy makers to improve things and 
make real change happen. 

 
If you would like to sponsor James and Richard as they prepare 

for their 300 mile ride from London to the Tour de France event in Paris, 
you can do so by clicking here.  

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=MarkWaldron1&pageUrl=1
http://geni.us/Unicorns
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/richard-gerry
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Tickets are already on 
sale for Oliver! at £19 
for adults or £13 for 

under-16s. 

You can reach the Box 
Office by clicking here 

Or call: 08448713023 

For group bookings of 
10 or more seats: 

03330095387        
Ticket prices for 

groups: £16 each with 
1 free in 10. 

This year marks the fifth year of 

local women coming together to 
see if they can build up their 
fitness enough to tackle the hilly 
Chudleigh six mile (ok, 5 miles 
944 yards) road race and raise 
money for an exceptional local 
charity. 

The group first came 
about in 2014, following my 
recovery from breast cancer, first 
diagnosed in 2011. After      
treatment, I  experienced the 
nurturing and transformative 
effects of one of Cancer Lifeline 
South West’s Time to Retune 
breaks and wanted to give  
something back to the charity.  

Each year, a group of incredible local women, The    
Scrambled Legs, and I have completed the Chudleigh 6 Road Race 
to raise funds for Cancer Lifeline South West (CLSW). To date, 
we have raised more than £23,000. 

Most recently, £500 was given to CLSW by Fiona German, 
having been the first woman over the finishing line in the         
Pennywell Pursuit 10k, held on 5th May 2018. Fiona chose CLSW 
as the charity to receive her prize money. Thank you so much, 
Fiona! 

I am wordlessly proud of what The Scrambled Legs has 
achieved both for those involved personally and also for the    
charity we fundraise for. 

Our journey has been one person running up a hill to see if 
they could and raise money; to learning that it is all a lot more 
doable with another alongside, though the journey is still our own. 

The Scrambled Legs remains true to its beginnings, our 
culture of support and friendship, encouraging fitness and fun and 
that no-one should be left behind. 

I would be delighted if you would like to join us on our 
mission to get around the road race this year. We are not a running 
club and do not provide formal training, but we encourage and 
empower each other to believe in ourselves and conquer hills   
together! Over the past four years we were expertly trained and 
guided by personal trainer, Andy Palmer. This will be the first year 
we try it on our own as a group of women.  

Our aim is to raise £4,000 this year. This money will fund a 
whole Time to Retune break, providing essential free support for 
people recovering from cancer treatment. It's not a holiday; it 
teaches mindfulness, relaxation, provides therapeutic groups and a 
much needed time for reflection. Our fundraising is not a solo  
undertaking and we have great fun baking and making together, 
hosting family fun events, coffee mornings, bingo nights and other 
exciting ventures! 

If you would like to have a go at running up that hill with 
me; or find out more about The Scrambled Legs and Cancer    
Lifeline South West, please get in touch via our Facebook page:  
and the CLSW website. 

Lisa Asks...Who Wants To Run 
Up That Hill With Me? 

Molly’s Locks and Oliver 
Last month we published an interview with busy Chudleigh 
youngster, Molly Mahy. Here we have more details of the head 
shave that’s taking place on 19th May. And below, a reminder of 
the show she’s appearing in, next month in Torquay. 

http://www.atgtickets.com/venues/princess-theatre-torquay/
https://www.facebook.com/Scrambled-Legs-FKF-161594574497138/
http://cancer-lifeline.org/
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Last month we brought you the news that 

Carole Smart had won this year’s Citizen 
of the Year Award. And at the May     
meeting of the Town Council, she was 
presented with her certificate and glass 
trophy, which she gets to keep; and also 
saw her name had been added to the role of 
honour on the wooden shield that stays on 
display in the Town Hall. 

Carole received her award from 
Mayor, Cllr Clare Lillington, who said it 
was in honour of all her activities for the 
town over the years. And as you can see 
from the interview, below, there have been 

quite a few over the past decade or so.  
But having thanked whoever    

nominated her, Carole went on to talk  
specifically about her current project, the 
Wednesday Lunch Club. She was grateful 
for the support she’d received both in cash 
and in kind when the club was set up last 
year, but then singled out for special praise 
Liz Edwards, Marion Thomas and Fiona 
Halstead for their culinary prowess and 
Geoff and Kay Warren for their unstinting 
support. She finished by saying how      
honoured she felt to have her name on the 
shield among so many notable residents of 
Chudleigh. 

Carole Smart: Citizen of the Year 

“I can’t help myself; I like to join in and 
help people.” 

When Carole Smart heard she’d won the 

2018 Citizen of the Year Award, her initial 
reaction was: “Don’t be silly.” And even 
some weeks later when we sat chatting—
interview is far too formal a word for our 
rambling and wide-ranging conversation—
she still seemed somewhat bemused by the 
whole thing. She doesn’t see what she does 
as anything special. “I’m just an active 
member of everything I belong to,” she 
tells me. And she reckons it’s a trait she 
gets from her background in large families 
used to helping each other. 

Carole will have lived in Chudleigh 
for thirty-one years this August.  But she 
was born in Newton Abbot, “within     
spitting distance of the clock tower,” as 
were her three children. Having been 
brought up in the city environment of  
Birmingham, I find it hard to understand 
the concept of someone from a town just 
six miles down the road being an incomer, 
but Carole nods her head. “I’m not from 
here,” she says. 

She worked for thirty years in 
Dartington Primary School, spending her 
last eleven years in the partially hearing 
unit. And during this time, she was too 
busy to get too involved in community 
affairs. So, it was only after she retired that 
her involvement activities blossomed. 

Her first big project was the Parish 
Plan in the mid-2000s. The then Town 
Clerk, Phil Vogel, was looking for       
volunteers and she offered her services. “It 
was an exercise in the widening           
development of democracy,” she says, 

“and I learnt so much being on that team.” 
The Parish Plan survey identified a 

demand for more organised Arts, Crafts 
and Exercise activities in Chudleigh. Thus 
ACE was born, set up by Carole (Arts and 
Crafts) with Liz Edwards (Exercise). The 
first spring show in 2008 spawned a     
number of new organisations, including 
the Quilting Group and the Writers’ Circle. 
In subsequent years, the show took on a 
more competitive nature and gradually 
morphed into the Garden and Produce 
Show, run each autumn under the auspices 
of     Chudfest. 

Carole was also a founder member 
of the Film Society, along with Tony 
Woodville and the late Roger Brandon. 
She is proud of the CFS achievements, 
including obtaining lottery funding for the 
chairs and cinema equipment in the  
Woodway Room, and being awarded ‘Best 
Newcomer’ by the British Film Institute. 

Returning to Chudfest, Carole was 
the instigator of two Pink Pamper Parties, 
much to the bemusement of the male   
committee members. And who can forget 
the riotous Princesses and Pirates party; 
who knew how much havoc small boys 
could wreak with plastic swords!  

In her spare time, Carole is very 
keen on history and research. She is a   
committee member of the Railway Studies 
Collection and a Friend of Newton Abbot 
Railway and Town Museum. If you are in 
Newton Abbot during the summer, you may 
bump into her as she will be giving a series 
of ten minute talks in Golden Lion Square. 

And then there’s the Devon History 
Society; the Belvedere at Haldon; Bradley 
Manor (five generations of her family 
played in Bradley Woods); CADAS;   
Twinning Association...the list goes on. 

But it’s to the Lunch Club that 
Carole continually returns as we talk.    
Inspired by a visit to the Alice Cross Centre 
in Teignmouth, she set it up last year. Her 
aim was to provide somewhere that people 
can come and chat, have a light lunch at a 
reasonable price, and make new friends. At 
least once per month, the club is given over 
to a fund-raising group and Carole hopes it 
will one day be seen as a similar resource to 
the Saturday coffee mornings. 

And just last month, she started yet 
another venture. Mums’ Mondays,       
sponsored by the Lunch Club, is aimed at 
mums with babies or toddlers. 

And finally, a word on life after paid 
employment ceases: “One joy of being  
retired is that no-one tells you what to do; 
you can volunteer to do what you want.  
And the other is that you can sit in bed, 
drinking cups of tea and reading a book!” 

Somehow, I’m not sure Carole 
Smart spends much time lazing around if 
she can help it! 
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Plans are proceeding smoothly for the fete which ends Chudfest on 

Sunday 15th July. With nearly 500 Chudleigh residents attending every 
year, this is a great opportunity for local groups and organisations to 
showcase themselves, and also to raise some money. You can put on a 
performance in the marquee or you can run a stall, again either in the 
marquee or out in the playpark.  

It would be great if we could have more games and activities 
this year. We have some traditional fete games that we can lend out if 
there are people wanting to run something (e.g. Splat the rat; wheel of 
fortune, roll-a-penny etc). There is no specific charge for a stall, but we 
request all stallholders who are raising money to give a donation to 
Chudfest of 10% of their profits.  

There are only a few restrictions – you can’t sell alcohol or hot 
food, and we only want one tea tent! If you are interested in            
participating, please contact Mark Macnair on 01626 853490, or email 
him at m.r.macnair@exeter.ac.uk. 

Chudfest Fete 

For the eighth year running, Chudleigh Writers’ Circle will be    

running a one-day Literary Festival on Wednesday 11th July, as part 
of Chudfest. And this year, they 
reckon the programme is the best 
ever, with the theme of 1918...2018 
and a range of great speakers lined 
up. 

Author and broadcaster Kate 
Adie will be headlining the event, 
speaking about her career in general 
but also about her writing. Kate is 
well known for her long service as 
the Chief News Correspondent for 
the BBC. She presents From Our 
Own Correspondent on BBC Radio 4 
and is the author of several          
bestselling books including Fighting 
on the Home Front: the legacy of 
women in World War I. 

 
Also on the programme for the  
evening is popular local     
historian, Dr Todd Gray. In 
conversation with Sharon 
Cook, he will talk about what 
attracts an America academic 
to the history of a county in 
the south west of England. 
 
The festival also includes a 
workshop on writing short 
stories, an open mic session 
over lunch, Chudleigh-style 
Dragons’ Den during the   
writers’ networking session in 

the afternoon, and a ‘Meet the Authors’ supper. Catering will be    
provided by Sangers of Chudleigh and the bar will be open from 5pm. 
Full details and a booking form can be found on the CWC website. 

LitFest Details Announced 

mailto:m.r.macnair@exeter.ac.uk
https://chudleighwriterscircle.wordpress.com/chudleigh-literary-festival/
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Under the leadership of our dynamic young 

conductor, Tim Pithers, the Dunsford Singers, 
from the Teign Valley, is now established as 
one of the best local choirs. This summer we 
have been invited to open the Dawlish Arts 
Festival and will then be bringing similar   
concerts a little closer to home. We hope we 
can tempt you to come along to one of our very 
special events in  Chudleigh Church on      
Saturday 16th June, or Dunsford Church on Saturday 24th  June. Both     
concerts start at 7.30pm. There's nothing better than an evening out 
listening to live music, especially when you have only to stroll up the 
road or drive a few minutes to the venue!   

Our programme is diverse, with something to suit all tastes and 
ages. It includes the ravishing and very moving modern masterpiece  
Requiem by John Rutter, plus rousing musical theatre medleys from Les 
Miserables and Miss Saigon. Added to the mix will be organ solos from 
Dr Peter King, Organist Emeritus of Bath Abbey and internationally 
acclaimed recitalist—your chance to hear the stunning  Widor's Toccata 
played by an expert! We hope to augment the programme with a few 
other delights too.  

Please join us for what promises to be an evening of really  
beautiful music-making, in aid of Michael Morpurgo's charity “Farms 
for City Children”. 

Tickets, including programme and refreshments, are priced £8 
(£4 under 16s) and are available on the door or from Dandelion, Fore 
St, Chudleigh; Dunsford Post Office; Jan on 01647 252368; or Jane on 
01647 252368.  

Glorious Music for a Summer's 
Evening from Dunsford Singers 

Whether you are new to the area, or you've lived here for many years, 
you are invited to come and play tennis at the three wonderful courts we 
have in Christow. As members of the Teign Tennis Trust, we look after 
the courts and great new club building; we have a coach who can work 
with juniors or adults (Tim Brealey, timbrealey@yahoo.co.uk, 07972 
895975) and some of us can be found on Tuesday and Thursday        
evenings at 6pm for games of all abilities. You can be sure of a friendly 
welcome.  

On a Thursday morning we have a group coached session, and 
there is usually junior, teen and adult coaching on a Friday evening. A 
series of free Thursday after-school sessions is running at the      
moment for Teign School pupils; speak to Mr Mercy at school to 
book. 

Everyone is welcome—whatever your age or stage—we would 
love to encourage more people to come and join us. Try before you buy! 
First club session free, and there is a reduced membership fee for new 
members.  

For those who haven't picked up a racket for a while—come and 
have a go—a couple of us will be on court between 10am and 12 noon 
on Saturday 30th June—we can provide rackets and 
balls, and we have a ball machine for those who 
want to give that a go. Families welcome. Let me 
know if you'd like to come along. 

Contact Elizabeth by email                     
elizabethgunn2000@hotmail.com; check out our 
website;  or find us on Facebook (Teign Valley 
Tennis Club). 

Anyone For Tennis? 

mailto:timbrealey@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:elizabethgunn2000@hotmail.com
http://www.teigntennisclub.com/
http://www.teigntennisclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Teign-Valley-Tennis-Club-1334893346544266/
https://www.facebook.com/Teign-Valley-Tennis-Club-1334893346544266/
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GDPR - But what does it mean for you? 
With the 25th May deadline looming, the Growth Hub is 
here to offer free, impartial and practical support to get your 
small business GDPR compliant. Our GDPR hub page has 
more information on: 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

How will GDPR benefit my business? What practical steps 
can I take to become compliant? Am I really covered under 
the 'legitimate interests' argument? and more questions 
businesses in the area are asking us...  

 THE ICO TOOLKIT 

The Information Commissioner's Office have produced a 
range of free-to-access, understandable online tools to help 
you along the way. Links are on our website.  

GDPR EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 

We've listed a number of funded GDPR workshops taking 
place in Devon, Plymouth, Somerset & Torbay.     

Get funded business support! 
Organisations in the following sectors can take advantage of 
a fully funded (yes, free!) business advice session with a 
local business expert. 

Agriculture and fisheries; Farm diversification 

Food processing; Tourism; Retail; Care sector 

Social enterprise; Education 

Devon small businesses urged to take 
advantage of free training before July 
2018 deadline 
The training is available through the Heart of the South 
West Apprenticeship Service. The programme enables  
businesses to take advantage of free training, including:  

• Recognised accredited qualifications and bespoke 
training courses progressing into Apprenticeships.  

• Support to enable employers to take advantage of 
Apprenticeship opportunities that work for each 
business. 

For details of these initiatives and other ways in 
which your business can get support, visit the 

Growth Hub website. 

What do you do with lids, tops 

and caps? If you find yourself 
asking “Are they recyclable?”, 
“Which bin do they go in?” and 
“Am I doing it right?” then read 
on. 

These common questions 
now have a simple answer—
YES! They are all recyclable! 
Simply give the bottle or jar a 
rinse, squash   plastic bottles, put 
the top back on and recycle as 
you normally would—even if it’s a metal lid on a glass jar.  

Many people still remember the early days of recycling 
when plastic lids caused a problem due to being a different kind of 
plastic or being heavily dyed. Thankfully, technology has         
improved over the years and we no longer have this problem.  

In fact, the recycling industry preference is now for lids to 
remain attached to bottles and jars. Lids and caps are small and 
light, so attaching them to larger items keeps them contained    
during the collection and sorting process and prevents them from 
jamming machinery.  It also helps keep plastic bottles squashed, so 
reduces volume and creates more space in your recycling bin, bag 
or box and on the recycling collection vehicle. All in all, keeping 
your top on gets a big thumbs up all round and helps maintain 
Devon’s 55.7% recycling rate. 

So, what happens to plastic bottles with lids?  
Plastics are shredded, cleaned and passed through a Sink-

Float tank which separates different types of plastic by density.  
HDPE plastic, such as lids and caps, will float whereas PET plastic, 
such as bottles, will sink. So simple, but very effective. The      
different materials are then sold on to manufacturers who turn the 
plastic shreds into new products, such as garden furniture, fencing, 
polyester clothing and even new bottles. 

And glass jars? 
Similarly to plastic, glass is crushed and cleaned before it 

passes through a process to remove any plastic or metal lids and 
collars. Plastic and metal is recycled into new products and glass is 
recycled into new bottles and jars.   

All local councils in Devon will collect your plastic bottles 
in your usual household recycling service. Don’t forget bottles 
from your bathroom too!  

 Most authorities will collect your glass bottles and jars, 
however for the few that don't, you can take them to your local 
Recycling Bank or Household Waste Recycling Centre. 

 If you're not sure what authority you live in, you can find 
out by using this handy postcode locator tool;  and then click here 
to find what your council collects. 

Keep Your Tops On! 
Recycling update from Devon County   
Council 

The Eco Retrofit event on 25th May has been cancelled. 
SEARCH will be gathering advice about older properties 
in a different way to help residents. More information to 

follow. 

SEARCH Old Buildings Day 

https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
https://www.recycledevon.org/at-home/recycle-at-home
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The Linden Homes Development at Rocklands: Latest News  

Councillor Michael McCormick, Chair of Planning for Chudleigh 

Town Council (CTC), spoke during public participation at the    
Teignbridge District Council (TDC) Planning Committee meeting 
on 15th May. He spoke to object to the application to the plan to 
develop land at Station Hill. CTC objected to this application at 
both the outline stage and the current detailed stage. Details of 
these objections can be found on both the TDC and CTC websites. 

The original outline application called for up to 230    
houses, with 20% being affordable housing, and changes to road 
access from both Station Hill and Oldway. Oldway was to be 
closed somewhere beyond Lower Trindle Close. 

There were a number of things wrong with this application: 
it involved increasing the number of houses by 30% with a      
reduction in affordable housing by 7 units; it also restricted access 
for the current 300+ households of Oldway to a huge cul-de-sac. 
Using figures from Devon County Council (DCC) Highways, each 
household generates some 6-8 traffic movements per day. This 
would mean between 1800 and 2400 traffic movements at the 
junction of Oldway and Parade/Fore Street at the chicane. 

A solution to the road closure problem, pushed by CTC, 
was to make the lower part of Oldway one-way towards the A38. 
The developer agreed to this and it is subject to a variation      
application. 

The main objection raised by Cllr McCormick at the TDC 
meeting was to the sustainability of the development. The        
National Planning Framework is based on sustainability; in fact 
the word appears 106 times! For example:  

 

• The purpose of planning is to help achieve sustainable    
development. 

• Sustainable means ensuring that better lives for ourselves 
don’t mean worse lives for future generations. 

• Sustainable development is about change for the better, 
and not only in our built environment. 

 
The TDC Local Plan continues this theme of sustainability. 

Having now seen the detailed plans for the Rocklands              
Development, CTC is concerned that it is unsustainable because of 
a lack of connectivity in two respects in particular: 

Firstly, one aspect of sustainability in the Teignbridge  
Local Plan is to prioritise pedestrian and cycle movement over 
motorised vehicles. This development has two exits into town: 
Oldway and Station Hill. Neither is suitable for pedestrian traffic 
as any parent who is walking with a child or pushing a buggy will 
have to walk into the carriageway at some point as the pavements 
are too narrow or missing. The same applies for dog walkers.  
Station Hill in particular has documented traffic speeds in excess 
of the 30mph limit. Oldway, if closed, would result in pedestrians 
joining a stream of traffic; or if one-way, facing head-on vehicular 
traffic. 

Second, sustainability is about community. Chudleigh has 
a vibrant community with some seventy-plus community         
organisations in the town. Virtually all the community facilities 
are in the town centre: Town Hall, Church, Scouts, Playparks, 
Shops, Pubs, Hairdressers, School, Doctors, Dentist etc. This  
development will isolate new residents because of its poor and 
unsafe access to town. It will have no community facilities of its 
own. Vehicular traffic will add some four hundred-plus vehicle 
movements to Oldway per day, plus traffic generated by the three 

hundred people working on the employment site. The main site 
will add more than one thousand vehicle movements per day onto 
Station Hill. There needs to be better access to town or better  
facilities on-site; Station Hill is inadequate and neither closing nor 
making Oldway one-way will achieve good access. 

Many people in town either think the whole development 
is a done deal already, or that they won’t be listened too anyway. 
Cllr McCormick urged TDC to reject this application as to      
approve it would jeopardise the existing community and fail to 
provide sustainability for the new residents. 

In addition to the representation by Cllr McCormick, 
Chudleigh resident, Karen Castle, reiterated the point that access 
on Station Hill for pedestrians, particularly children, was         
dangerous.  

An agent for the developer, Linden Homes, spoke in    
favour of the application and stressed the benefits of this          
development to Chudleigh. However, it appears the only benefit 
directly to Chudleigh is the affordable homes; all other payments 
for bus vouchers, education etc are administered by TDC or    
Devon County Council and are required to mitigate the disbenefits 
of the development. 

Members of the Planning Committee discussed the       
application over the next hour with many objecting to lack of  
access and the possibility of accidents involving children. At the 
outset of the discussion TDC’s Business Manager for Strategic 
Places, Nick Davies, made it clear matters already agreed at the 
Outline Stage were not up for decision. The number of houses, 
including affordable units, and access to and from the site were 
already decided. He repeated several times that access was not 
part of today’s decision as it had already been agreed. The other 
area of contention related to open spaces: play areas and          
allotments. These are inadequate measured against guidelines 
within the Teignbridge Local Plan. It was suggested the           
application be rejected on these grounds. A second suggestion was 
made to defer the decision until the developer had met open   
spaces criteria. Nick Davies advised that the developer could   
appeal, probably win and lead to large costs to TDC. 

Members decided to defer the decision until the developer 
has come up with a better layout for the site. 

A second application to not close Oldway and make it one-
way was not discussed in light of the above decision. 

Several members of the Planning Committee were        
concerned that outline permission means these matters cannot be 
revisited, even when the details of the development lead to the 
conclusion that alterations are needed. It is up to the developer to 
concede via variation of the outline permission. 

The conclusion to this is that we, as a town, need to be 
far more vocal in our objections to planning applications at 
outline stage, by registering our discontent on the TDC     
planning system. 

 

Economic Development Plan 
 
TDC is currently running a consultation on their draft economic 
development plan. We will have a full article in next month’s CP. 
However, if you would like to have a look at it before then, you 
can find the details by clicking here. The consultation runs until 
29th June. 

http://docimages.teignbridge.gov.uk/Planning/lg/GFPlanningDocuments.page?org.apache.shale.dialog.DIALOG_NAME=gfplanningsearch&Param=lg.Planning&viewdocs=true&SDescription=17/01099/MAJ
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news/rocklands-proposal-objection-letter-2018
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/business/business-support-and-advice/strategies-for-economic-growth/


 

 

 

Highways issues 
Although the Town Council is not responsible for the upkeep of 
the local road network, probably the most common complaints we 
receive are regarding potholes and blocked drains. I think we are 
all aware that the Highways team at Devon County Council is 
fighting a losing battle due to its lack of adequate funding. You 
may find it interesting to know the operating policies that the 
Highways team now follows: 
 

Potholes 

 A pothole is defined as a hole exceeding 40mm in depth and is 
greater than 300mm in any horizontal direction. This will be    
repaired: 
 

• by the end of the next working day for major roads (A and B 
class county roads in general; not motorways nor trunk roads) 

• within 7 working days for minor roads (C class and            
unclassified roads) 

 
On Major Roads, a pothole will be repaired on a permanent basis 
unless more permanent larger repairs are already scheduled in the 
road   maintenance programme within the following 6 months. In 
the latter case, an intermediate repair can be completed. 
 
For a permanent repair, the hole will be stabilised by cutting back 
the edges to sound material to form a regular shape. The existing 
surface course will be disc cut to a minimum of 35mm. For deeper 
holes, the lower layers may be removed by jack hammer or milling 
machine. All loose material will be removed and the base of the 
hole cleaned. A bitumen bond coat will be applied to the edges and 
base. The 6mm hot material is to be hand-laid in layers not       
exceeding 40 mm thick and compacted using a mechanical or  
approved hand-rammer. The repair shall be finished level with the 
adjacent surface and when completed, the filled area and adjacent 
pavement shall be swept and cleared of all detritus and loose    
material. 
 
An intermediate repair is as above but the edges of the hole will 
not be stabilised by cutting back to sound material. 
 
On Minor Roads, potholes shall be repaired on an intermediate 
repair basis using 6mm hot laid material. 
 
On the lowest category of rural road, i.e. roads that service only 
one or a few properties, the pothole may be repaired by the      
intermediate process above, or using a proprietary emulsion binder 
and 6mm chippings. In the latter case, the edges of the hole will 
again not be stabilized by cutting back to sound material but all 
loose material will be removed and the base of the hole cleaned 
before filling. 
 

Drains & gullies 

The County Council has a cyclic programme for maintenance with 
urban drains and gullies (within a 30mph limit) being cleared  
every three years and those in rural areas being cleared annually. 
The urban drains and gullies in Chudleigh were last cleared in 
May 2017 and will not be routinely done again until 2020. 
 
However, the County Council will take reactive action with 

blocked drains that are causing a safety issue. The criteria they use 
is that there is an area of standing water present 24 hours after 
rainfall has ceased. 
 
Nobody is expecting members of the public to measure potholes or 
the length of time that water takes to drain away. If you feel a 
highways defect is dangerous then do report it. The easiest way to 
do that is through the Devon County Council website. Their    
reporting mapping system allows you to see whether the fault has 
already been reported. It also allows you to mark precisely where 
the problem is, which makes life easier for the highways          
engineers. 
 

The Teignbridge Local Plan 
Back in 2014 the District Council adopted a local plan, Plan 
Teignbridge 2013-2033, which sets out policies, proposals and 
actions designed to meet the social, environmental and economic 
challenges facing the district. The plan also allocated sites which 
would be suitable for housing and employment developments. The 
District Council is now looking to consult with residents to ensure 
that the plan is still up to date.  
 
The consultation will run from 21st May to 16th July. In order to 
reach as many people as possible the District Council is running a 
series of roadshows. There will be an event at Chudleigh Town 
Hall, in the Rest Centre, on Thursday 21st June. It runs from 11am 
to 9pm to allow people to fit it around their work commitments. 
What better way to celebrate the summer solstice!  
 
The Teignbridge Plan is available from local libraries and is also 
on the District Council’s website where you can submit your   
comments by means of an online questionnaire.   

John Carlton 
Town Clerk 

 
 
 

 

• Comment on planning issues that affect the natural             
environment. 

• Take over orchid counting at crammers cross 

• Develop a significant tree mapping project with the community 

• Start to look at Unconfirmed Sites of Wildlife Interest for  
further classification. 

• Support the start of a community allotment. 

• Increase our web presence through support of the web page on 
the CTC website and develop a Facebook page. 

Tessa Frost  

01626 852551 

 
  

Fancy a spot of bat-friendly gardening. See Chudleigh 

WILD poster on page 11. 
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Town Hall / Community News Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 
Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 

2017-8 Report (continued 

from page 3) 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/local-plans-and-policy/teignbridge-local-plan-2033/
mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Thursday 17th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 
details page 4. 

Friday 18th 

Amenity Society: Toby Bowen 
Sco t t  w i th  Recrea t iona l        
Development in Haldon Forest,   
Woodway Room, 7.30pm,  
details page 3. 

Saturday 19th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Carnival Coffee Morning:  Rest 

Centre, 10am. 
Molly Looses Her Locks:    
charity event, outside Town 
Hall, 10am onwards, details 
page 6. 

Sunday 20th 
Cabaret Sauvignon: Con Club, 
7.30pm, details page 8. 

Monday 21st 
Local Plan: Consultation opens, 

details page 12. 
Wednesday 23rd 

Chudleigh U3A: Start-up  
meeting, Woodway Room, 
10.30am, details page 4. 

Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

Thursday 24th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 
details page 4. 
Aquafit class: Swimming Pool, 

6.30pm, details page 11. 
Chudleigh WILD: Bat-friendly 
gardening, Bat Garden, Rock 
Road, 8pm, details page 11. 

Saturday 26th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 

Wednesday 30th 
Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

Thursday 31st 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date 

for May issue. 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 

The Square, by appointment, 
details page 4. 

Friday 1st 
History Group: An evening with 
Adventurer Tracey Elliot-Reep, 

Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 
Saturday 2nd 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

Chudfest: Box Office opens, 
Town Hall, 9.30am. 
WI Coffee Morning:  Rest   
Centre, 10am. 
Town Council: Surgery, Town 

Hall, 10am to noon. 
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 
session, allotments, 10am,   
details page 3. 

Monday 4th 

Town Council:  Full meeting, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Wednesday 6th 
Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

MAY 

On The Beat  
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 
        PC Martin Beck (14970) 

Contact Details:  website 

Emergencies: 999 

General enquiries: 101         

Sixteen crimes recorded for Chudleigh during 

the last reporting period:  

Domestic incidents (4): The relevant partner 
agencies have been informed and safeguarding 
for the victims is in place. 

Vehicle Interference: Three males attempted to 
break into a van left secure and unattended on a 
driveway. The owner of the vehicle was woken 
by the noise they made and disturbed the males 
who then made off. Descriptions of the males 
and the vehicle details have been distributed 
force wide. House to house was conducted in the 
area and a Devon Alert was sent out. 

Theft from a motor vehicle (2): A bag left on 
the boot of a secured, unattended vehicle was 
taken; there are no suspects or witnesses. A Ford 
Transit van was broken into and carpentry tools 
stolen. The tools are identifiable but there are no 
suspects or witnesses. 

Burglary: An isolated barn was entered by   
pulling back a metal galvanised sheet. A fire was 
started inside but no damage caused. There are 
no suspects or witnesses. 

Criminal Damage to property (3): Neighbours’ 
had an argument. A vehicle belonging to one of 
the parties was damaged overnight; there is no 

evidence that a neighbour caused the damage and 
there are no witnesses. The front offside window 
of a parked, secured and unattended vehicle was 
damaged by unknown means; again no witnesses 
or suspects. A JCB excavator had all the cab 
windows smashed; the offenders were caught 
and will be paying the repair costs. 

Theft from shop (2): Two persons entered a 
shop and took items without payment. The    
vehicle details and descriptions were distributed. 
The offenders were arrested several days later in 
similar circumstances and will have this offence 
added to their charges.  

Theft by finding (2): A handbag left unattended 
in a shop was taken and a bath left on a driveway 
of a house being renovated was taken overnight. 
No CCTV, witnesses or suspects.  

Theft of a Motor Vehicle: A transit van parked 
secure and unattended was stolen along with an 
attached trailer containing tools and equipment. 
The vehicle has been located but the trailer is 
still missing. Enquiries are continuing. 

 The Chudleigh Policing Team have been      
carrying out dedicated patrols in the evenings in 
regards to recent thefts from motor vehicles in 
our policing area. Along with ASB patrols in 
areas that have been reported by the public. 

Friends of the Library: Author 
T P Fielden, Library, 7pm, 

details page 2. 
WI: Trip to Stover and walk 
with the wardens, meet at 
Town Hall, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 7th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 

details page 11. 
Saturday 9th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

Tuesday 12th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
C o n t a c t  P h i l  o n 
07702418458 for details. 

Wednesday 13th 

Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

Thursday 14th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 

The Square, by appointment, 
details page 4. 

Friday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: June issue 
due out.  
Twinning Association: Arrival 
of visitors from Troan. 

 

No coffee morning 
at Town Hall on  

Saturday 9th June 

JUNE 

The  story 
ends here! 

 

Coming this  

Autumn  

 

 

The thrilling 
final part of the Suzanne 

Jones series 

www.elizabethducie.co.uk 

http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

