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It’s All Happening at the Pool and the Playpark

Free Lifeguard Training Opportunity
Chudleigh pool is hosting a lifeguard training course leading to a recognised qualification (NPLQ).
The provisional course dates are: Friday 19th June evening; Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st June all
day; and Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June all day (36 hours total). The course is open to anyone
aged 16 and over who can meet a minimum swimming requirement. This course normally costs £200
but CCP is offering it FREE for Chudleigh residents. On completion of the course, there may be an
opportunity to work some shifts as a Lifeguard at Chudleigh pool. However, this is NOT a mandatory
prerequisite for participation on the course.

Restricted Opening Due to Lifeguard Shortage
Due to a lack of qualified lifeguards, Chudleigh pool will only be open to the public on Saturdays until
the end of the school term. Opening hours will be 2pm to 5pm on Saturday 16th May, but then as per
leaflet until 18th July.
If you are a qualified lifeguard and would like to supervise the pool on a shift basis, please get in
touch. Enquiries for the course and for lifeguarding positions should be made to
admin@chudleighpool.org.uk
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Friends of Chudleigh Library

From the Editor
The

rapid readers
among you will notice
we’re going to print a
day early this month.
That’s because there’s a
lot going on around the
Playpark and the Pool
this Saturday, 16th May.
Lots of fun for all the
family, so do pop along
if you can.
When I talk with
the children at the
Primary School, it’s
obvious that the opening
of the pool is something
they look forward to
each year. And as a
more mature swimmer, I
also enjoy the option of
walking to the pool
instead of having to
drive to Newton Abbot.
So it’s disappointing to
hear that the shortage of
lifeguards has led to the
decision to restrict
public sessions for the
moment to Saturdays.
If there is anyone
out there who already
has the qualifications
and can supervise an
occasional shift, the
CCP committee would
be very glad to hear
from you.
And if you fancy
having a go at getting
t ho se l i fegua rd ing
qualifications, there’s a
course running next
month, where you can
do just that. It’s being
o f fer ed
FREE to
residents of the town
and although the

from Chairman, Douglas Neely.

organisers
would
obviously be very happy
if successful participants
went on to join the pool
rota,
there’s
no
compulsion to do so.
This is a genuine
opportunity to get a
useful qualification,
normally costing £200,
for nothing.

We’ve

got a round-up
of the local election
results for you this
month, in case you
missed them. And I hope
you will excuse the
musings of a somewhat
overawed editor who got
to flash her press pass
for the first time at the
count on 8th May.

The main aims of our Friends Group are to help raise the
profile of our Library and to raise funds for it. To that end we had our first two
events in May.
We had our first ever Coffee Morning, which was happily (for those
regular attendees) back in the Rest Centre. We had a wonderful response to our
request for cakes, raffle prizes and bric-a-brac. We could not be happier with our
total of £304 taken on the day. A big thank you to everyone who helped make
this happen.
We also held our first author event organised by the Friends in the
Library. We originally had 40 tickets to sell but when these sold out, we
managed to add an extra 5 places and we still had a waiting list. Local Devon
crime author Graham Hurley now has many new fans in Chudleigh, through this
event and also through the big and much borrowed display of books that Jill our
Librarian put on to promote the event.
Finally, we had a very good response by the children of Chudleigh
school to the invitation to design a logo for our Group. We have now picked the
winner and there will be more news of this in next month’s Chudleigh Phoenix.
If you would like any more information about the Group, please contact
Jill Hughes (Chudleigh Library) 852469 or Douglas Neely (Chairman) 853456.
Douglas Neely

As always, there are a
lot of fundraising
activities going on in
town at the moment and
we bring you a round-up
of just some of them on
pages 10 and 11.
(Remember
we’re
always happy to feature
any charitable event—
but we’re not mindreaders, so you need to
tell us what’s going on).
A
special
mention about the yearlong campaign launched
this month at the Bishop
Lacy. See page 11 for
details. You will be
hearing more about this
over the coming months.
Kate

Millstream Meadow Book Club is recruiting new members.
We meet monthly to discuss our ‘book of the month’. If you
are interested in finding out more, contact Denise Benson:
denise.benson@me.com
Copy date 31st May for June issue.
Reserve space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
or phone Kate on 854611
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
The views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

Gorgito’s Ice Rink is a tale of love, loss and
broken promises, set in Russia.
The debut novel from Chudleigh author,
Elizabeth Ducie, is available from Chudleigh
Phoenix Publications (print) or Amazon
(ebook)
01626 854611
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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The Children’s Voice
with this month’s editor James Chapman
Victory in Europe

Don’t Pull the Plug!

by Max and William
It

Have

was a euphoric day. On 8th May 1945, Europe’s

victory occurred.

Seventy years ago, World War II ended. After
six brutal years of fighting, Europe finally won the war.
King George VI greeted everybody from the balcony of
Buckingham Palace.
The day was named Victory in Europe Day or VE
Day for short. It was announced by the ringing of church
bells.
Huge street parties were thrown and our current
queen and her sister Margaret went down to them...and
were unidentified, Paper was thrown from the windows
like confetti, people climbed lampposts and jumped into
rivers. It was an ecstatic day for everyone.
VE Day is a day to be remembered and always will
be for years to come.

by Otis and Theo

you ever wanted to swim like a dolphin? Then come to our

pool! Limited time only! S.O.S! Lifeguards in distress!
Our pool is not only good for teaching children how to swim, but
it is also open to the public, out of school hours, to have lots of fun.
Don’t believe us? We have collected some children from our school to
say how much the pool means to us. (We’ll need it in the summer.)
Ara: “I think the pool is very fun because you get to swim at
school. It means a lot to me”
Lexy: “The pool is GREAT! It means a lot to me. It helps you
learn how to swim safely and you have lots of fun.
Now you’ve heard from the students, here is one teacher’s
thoughts about the pool: Mrs Bushell: “The pool is fun and
entertaining. It is an important part of the school and my family. I
really want to go there more in the
holidays.
If the pool closes, the
lifeguards will lose their jobs and
may not have another way to make
money. Please help!
Come to the pool; don’t be a
fool. If you use it, you won’t lose it.
But we need more lifeguards
NOW. (See page one for more info!)
Well, that’s it folks. Keep cool
at the pool!

Cycling Away! by Connie and Lucy
Despite

the horrible weather, Yr 5 has

been getting out, about and active on a
five day Bike Ability course. Learning
to ride a bike safely and confidently on
the roads is really important. If your
children didn’t know how, they could get
injured.
During the
past week,
Yr 5 pupils
have
been
yearning for
learning on
their bikes.
The reward is the Ultra Marvellous Bike
Ability badge. This amazing award shows
they have developed valuable skills and

confidence on the road. The instructors on your bike every week.
have been teaching them skills such as:
RIDE, DON’T COLLIDE! Be safe on
junction safety, cycle paths, left turns, your bike!
right turns and indicating.
Remember, before you go cycling,
do the important checks: ‘ABC ’ stands for
the Air, Brakes and Chain check; ‘Head,
A big welcome to the new Junior
Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ is to check
you are wearing the correct equipment Reporters from year 4 who joined the
(helmet; backpack; no baggy trousers or team today: Connie, Ellen, Isabel, Otis,
skirts; and trainers with tucked in laces, Saffron and William; we look forward to
please). It is also important to do a working with you!
Kate and Manny
general maintenance check (the M check)

Hello and Welcome!
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Chudleigh
Community Choir

Chudfest Update
Dates for 2015
Summer Festival: 3rd - 13th July

The CCC welcomes everyone to come and sing a range of songs,
some you may know well, others will be new. We meet at 8pm on
Tuesdays in the Scout HQ. We are particularly keen to welcome
new men to the choir, both tenors and basses.
You do not need to be able to read music, or have any
experience, just bring your enthusiasm for making music. If you'd
like to give it a try, or want more information, just turn up on a
Tuesday, or contact Claire Harding on 01626854768 or
clairefharding@gmail.com.

1st Chudleigh Scout Group '100 Club' March Draw
The winners were Lin Le Marquand (1st prize of £12.50) and
Maryon Avery (2nd prize of £7.50). The next draw will take place
towards the end of May.
There are just two regular draws left in this year’s scheme, plus
the Super Prize Draw. Recruitment will begin next month for
members of the 2015/6 scheme, which commences in July. The
aim is to identify 100 members.

Twinning Association
Chudleigh/Troarn Twinning Association will be holding a Coffee
& Croissants morning at the Town Hall on Saturday 23rd May with
real coffee! Do come along and support us from 10am to 11.30 am.

Walking with Bats
On Tuesday 19th May

at Deer Park Farm, Trusham, there will be
a farm walk to learn about the bat habitats around Chudleigh. The
walk begins at 10.30am and you can either meet at the farm or join
a walk leaving from Chudleigh.
Booking for this walk is essential, so if you are interested
please email Helen Parr at hparr@devonwildlifetrust.org or
telephone her on 01392 279244.

CWC Exhibition At Stover
The

April meeting of Chudleigh Writers’ Circle was held in
Stover Country Park. After a wonderful illustrated talk from Park
Ranger, Laura, and a guided walk around the lake, the group
members scattered across the park to find inspiration where they
could. The varied results of the day: poetry, prose and pictures,
can now be seen as a mounted exhibition in the Information Centre
at Stover. Manny Lewis, Chair of CWC said: “I felt really proud
when Laura complimented the group for their commitment to our
interpretation of Stover Environment.”

Produce & Garden Show: Sat 5th Sept
Variety Concert: Sat 24th Oct
Christmas Fayre: Thurs 3rd Dec

Open Gardens
Our first summer event takes place this month. On Saturday
6th and Sunday 7th June, a number of gardens in and around
Chudleigh will be opening their doors to the public. We
currently have eight local gardens which will be open at some
point over the weekend. Some will serve refreshments in aid
of their own chosen charities.
Full details can be found on the Chudfest website.
Why not come along and enjoy some of the best gardens in
the neighbourhood while helping to raise money for charity?

Brochures and Box Office
Chudfest brochures are being printed at the moment and will
be delivered to all houses in the town during the last week of
the month.
Tickets for the Ball are on sale between 9am and
11am on Monday 25th May at Woods Estate Agents, and then
during normal working hours from Tuesday 26th May
onwards.
The Chudfest Box Office for other tickets, entry forms
and information will be opening in the market on Thursday
and Saturday morning from Thursday 28th May onwards.

Your Chance To Take A Stall
at the Fete
Plans

for the fete on Sunday 12th July are coming along
nicely. There will be lots to see and to do, including pony
rides for the children; a Punch and Judy show; ferret racing;
demonstrations of dancing, singing, and martial arts; and
much more.
There is also plenty of space for stalls, either in or
outside the marquee. These stalls provide an opportunity for
local groups, organisations or charities to promote their
activities to the residents of Chudleigh and/or to make some
money. There is no charge for a non-commercial stall, but we
do ask for a donation towards the costs of running the fete if
you make a significant profit.
We have a number of traditional fete games (eg bash
the rat; roll a penny) which we can lend to any organisation
that would like to run the game.
Please contact Mark Macnair (01626 853490, email:
m.r.macnair@exeter.ac.uk) if you would like to take a stall or
put on a demonstration of your activities.
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Carnival Update

Mr Pesto Recommends
with Michael McCormick

The end of April found us in Ashburton on
a course concerned with funding. The course was
held in the St John Ambulance hall which was
bought by the people of Ashburton and given to St
John Ambulance. They are now selling it and the
community are trying to buy it back! This seems to
be the trend; have us pay again for what we own.
Afterwards we went for dinner and Moorish
on West Street. I was expecting a North African,
Moroccan style restaurant, but instead we were
treated to Moorish Spain.
This is a classy,
reasonably-priced tapas restaurant with all the
favourites; hummus, spiced lamb; aubergine puree;
and kofta. Coupled with roasted vegetables and
chicken wings, it was a real treat, washed down
with a very classy Spanish beer (Estrella Inedit).
The dessert was rhubarb tarte tatin, not very
Spanish but very good. We’ll certainly visit again.
After visiting the Eastern Eye last month, the
craving for curry struck again, so it was off to Spice
Bazaar in Bovey. The restaurant was quite busy
and the two front-of-house staff had difficulty
keeping up with orders for eat-in and take away
food. We started with poppadoms with the usual
tray of relishes, except no lime pickle! The mains
were a chicken shashlik and Chicken Dhansak. I
found the Dhansak a little bland, without the chilli
heat and sourness. The Spice Bazaar is an OK
restaurant that is conveniently close, but probably
next time we’d use it for take away.
Chudleigh Diners Club
Chudleigh Diners Club meets on the second Tuesday
of each month for a meal and a chat. For details, ring
Phil Curtis on 07702 418458

Chudleigh Skate Park an update from Mary Anne McFarlane
Work

is progressing well
due to the fine weather and
the concreting has started.
We are pret t y
confident the work will be
completed in time for the
official opening on Sunday
28th June at 12 noon. The
skate park will be opened
by Tony Hawks, the writer
and comedian, and we hope
to have demos and skate
park equipment suppliers on hand for advice.
We are very grateful to all our donors and supporters as
well as Maverick Industries for realising this ambitious project
Mary Anne McFarlane, Chair Environment Committee
(In partnership with Chudleigh Youth Centre)
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Amenity Society News
At our April meeting, Ken Beldham from the National Trust
gave a talk on Greenway, the house overlooking the River Dart
which was for many years the holiday home of Agatha Christie.
He talked not only about Agatha Christie and her family
but also gave us a resume of the previous colourful history of the
house that included: association with members of the Gilbert
family, some of whom were engaged in the search for the North
West passage; Sir Walter Raleigh; and prisoners of war captured
after the defeat of the Spanish Armada.

Lord Clifford unveils the Chudleigh Mosaic, commending its role in
preserving the history of the town

Greenway, a house with a colourful history, in a beautiful location,

All talks are held in the Town Hall, Chudleigh and are
monthly except for July, August and December. New members
can join at one of our meetings or by contacting Bernard Groves,
our membership secretary, on 01626-859450. Non-members are
also very welcome (entry fee: £2.00).
***

The

Chudleigh Mosaic, largely funded by CADAS, has been
fixed on the wall adjacent to Dandelion, the gift and card shop in
Fore Street, Chudleigh. It was unveiled by Lord Clifford on
Saturday, 2nd May and despite the persistent drizzle and the late
arrival of the guest of honour, due to an last-minute emergency on
the estate, there was a good crowd of thirty plus people including
Chris Webb, Mayor of Chudleigh, vicar Paul Wimsett and
members of the History Society, Chudleigh Business Guild and
CADAS.
Bob Stamp, President of CADAS, told the crowd it was

Elections Past
The editorial comment in last
month’s issue of CP about the rarity of
ballots for Town Council prompted a letter
from Maryon Avery.
“I can remember a Parish Council
election - because I was a poll clerk and
vote counter on that occasion. It would
have been between 1980 and 1987
To the best of my recollection there
were 28 candidates for the 13 vacancies
which indicates that there must have been
some big issues at stake (although for the
life of me I can't remember what they

hoped to follow up this original commission with a series of
smaller ones forming a trail around the town, but that this would
have to wait until “the Amenity Society has been able to replenish
the coffers.”
The mosaic, designed by Michelle Greenwood Brown, has
the Clifford Arms as a centre piece surrounded by images of
places and incidents of importance in Chudleigh including the
Church, a Dipping Place, one of the town Mills, a bridge over
Kate Brook and the Great Fire of Chudleigh in 1807.
Lord Clifford emphasised the importance of the mosaic as
it illustrated aspects of the history of Chudleigh in which all
sections of the community had participated. It would remind
present and future generations of the importance of our
community spirit and its continuance. “This is a growing town,
and the more people know about the history...the better,” he said.
***
Comments are currently being sought on a proposal, supported by
CADAS, to close the slip road from the bakers shop to the
veterinary surgery and adjacent to the War Memorial and Obelisk.

were). The ballot paper was huge, about a
metre long, and taxed the paper-folding
skills of Chudleigh's electorate when it
came to pushing it through the slot in the lid
of the battered old tin ballot boxes. These
soon filled up and Presiding Officer Eddie
Lee and I shared the task through the day of
ramming them down into the boxes with a
high-tech device supplied for the purpose,
namely a long ruler!
The count took place in the large
upstairs hall. It was a long process as there
are a number of procedures which have to
been gone through before starting on the
actual counting, to check that all the votes
cast have made it to the count. The
counting clerks worked in pairs: one going

through the paper to ensure that no more
than thirteen votes had been made on any
one ballot paper (queries were referred to
the Returning Officer) then reading off the
candidates who had received votes to
his/her partner to record on a check sheet.
The candidates and their agents were
peering over our shoulders to check we
were recording the votes correctly.
There was very little noise other
than rustling of paper and the low voices of
the clerks as we read off names. Eventually
the candidates and democracy were
satisfied and the Returning Office was able
to declare the result, probably some time
around midnight.
Maryon Avery
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Chudleigh Gets The Blues
The

A Day At The Races: CP editor, Kate
McCormick watches the results unfold

political landscape of England turned decidedly blue last
week, and at a district level, Chudleigh did not buck the trend.
Conservative candidates Patricia Johnson-King and Doug Laing I spent Friday 8th May at Newton Abbot racecourse watching the
topped the polls and will take their places as representatives of counts for District and Town elections, sharing the press room
with journalists from the MDA and the Herald Express. I found it
Chudleigh Ward on Teignbridge District Council.
fascinating, not just for the results, but for everything else that
was going on around me.
On a silent television above our heads, the national picture
was continuing to clarify: the number of Conservative MPs
gradually crept towards, and then exceeded, the magic number of
325. Party leaders were falling on their swords: first Farage, then
Clegg and finally Miliband. But that was only a background to the
main event.
The more experienced journalists stayed in the press room
and had the results—and successful candidates they wished to
interview—brought to them. They’d seen it all before and it was
just another day of work for them. In fact, there was more
excitement when one poor man fell on the outside staircase than
there was when each set of results was announced.
The District counts came first. Wards and table numbers
were announced over the tannoy, followed by calls for candidates
to go and discuss disputed papers, further calls for candidates to
hear the results, and then the results were publicly announced.
Kenton with Starcross; Ipplepen; Teignbridge North...the list went
on. The colour of the new council became obvious quite quickly:
by the time 21 wards had been declared, there were 24
Conservative seats against seven for the Lib Dems and five
Independents.
Finally it was Chudleigh’s turn. And I could stay in the
Speaking immediately after the results were announced, press room no longer. Grabbing my notebook, I paced the floor in
Doug Laing thanked their opponents for “a hard but clean fight” front of the counters’ table with the candidates and their
and congratulated Patricia for her “tremendous hard work.” He supporters. The system for counting votes may not be high-tech,
went on to say they would work hard on behalf of everybody, but it certainly works well. Ballot papers are fixed to a sticky
regardless of their politics. “At the end of the day, our interest is in strip, lined up side by side, and then counts for each candidate
totalled at the edge of the paper. As the sheets began to pile up on
Chudleigh,” he said.
Patricia said she was thrilled to have been elected, the collating table, even reading the numbers upside down, it was
describing it as “absolutely wonderful,” and vowing to “work hard clear that we had a three-horse race and by the time the results
were announced, they were no surprise to any of the observers.
and make it work.”
I found the count for Town Councillors much harder to
There were eight candidates for the two seats, including the
observe;
not only because I had a personal interest in the results,
previous incumbents, Lorraine Evans and Richard Keeling, who
but also because it’s more difficult to get an impression of how
put out a joint statement after the result was announced.
“Lorraine Evans (Independent) and Richard Keeling the numbers are going when there are 16 candidates to keep track
(Independent) would like to thank all the residents of Chudleigh of. The outcome of this poll was not certain until the official
who voted for them at the Teignbridge District Council elections. results were announced.
Members of the new Town Council are: Steve Cox;
Both Lorraine and Richard put Chudleigh first, as Lorraine was
shadow portfolio holder for Health and Wellbeing and Richard Lorraine Evans; Tessa Frost; Patricia Johnson-King; Richard
was shadow portfolio holder for Housing and Planning. We both Keeling; Doug Laing; Clare Lillington; Michael McCormick;
made sure no Chudleigh assets were sold during our term and any Mary Anne McFarlane; Alison Philips; Bill Stanyon; Mike
proposed planning was only acceptable in the right place with Underwood; and Chris Webb. Congratulations and best wishes to
infrastructure. We both envisage difficult times for Chudleigh but all of you.
are determined to support the place we live in, in that we have both
The first meeting of our new Town Council will be on 18th May,
been voted in to stand on the Town Council.”
Full results: Barnes (Lib Dem) 508; Evans (Independent) at which point the Mayor and Deputy Mayor will be elected. We’ll
595; Johnson-King (Conservative) 1159; Keeling (Independent) feature the new line-up in next month’s Chudleigh Phoenix.
985; Laing (Conservative) 1308; Langman (Green) 585; Parker
(Labour) 597; Webb (Independent) 516.
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Bradley Meets The Queen in his own words...
In

March, I was given the rare opportunity of baking a
cake for the Queen, and the Duke of Edinburgh, and delivering it
in person to Buckingham Palace.
I was delighted to have been given this opportunity which
came as a result of my charity work for STARS over the winter
period. I still can't believe I made my target
http://www.justgiving.com/ChristmasCookies
My Mum Katrina and brother Ryan came to the Palace
with me; we all had the most amazing experience ever. I am sure
however many years I live, I could not cook for anyone more
important or special the Queen; and it was extra special to be
sharing this experience with my family.
I had a routine appointment at Brompton Hospital and went
straight from there to Buckingham Palace. I didn't mind going into
hospital first as my consultant and all the team was great and
excited for me, which all added to it. Apart from that, if it wasn't
for Brompton and STARS I wouldn't be doing what I do.
Whenever I go up to London hospital we always turn it into a
adventure. This one has to be our best time in London ever and I
can't see any ever beating it!!
Everyone we met was excited for us; even the taxi driver
who took us from the hospital to the Palace went on to donate to
STARS.
There is only so much I can share as I was allowed in areas
outside the norm and had no photos taken inside the palace as it is
forbidden.
What I can say is I got to share in eating chocolate in the
pastry kitchen during my tour and also met many working within
the Royal Household, especially from the different kitchens and
spent quite a lot of time finding out their roles, experiences etc.
I especially enjoyed time with the Head Royal Chef and
those running the pastry kitchen and general kitchen. They all
praised my cake, including the Queen who thanked me for my
outstanding cake and commended me on my charity work.
I learnt lots that day and was in complete awe of the whole
experience! With the kitchens baking for hundreds of staff every
day and still using pots and pans from Queen Victoria's time, what
wasn't there to love? I enquired why we have a Victoria Cake,
which is what I baked for this occasion, but not an Elizabeth Cake
and the chef said I had inspired him to come up with a special dish
for the Queen's 90th birthday next year. We will see.
The Duke of Edinburgh celebrates his 95th birthday next
year and they celebrate their 70th Wedding Anniversary the
following year, which they are
already making arrangements for.
The Queen is such a hard working
lady, I knew there were a lot of
demands on her but never would
have guessed that at Buckingham
Palace alone the Royals entertain
more than 50,000 people each year
at banquets, lunches, dinners,
receptions and garden parties with
further such events at Windsor
Castle and then obviously going to
public events too. I was exhausted
Brad, front right, with mother
after this one visit and rested for a
Katrina and brother Ryan, outside number of days. Would I do it
the Palace
again? I would love to!

Wanting my
cake to be fresh I
planned to cook it
the night before we
travelled up. I had
been doing the
decorations by freehand over the two
nights before that,
with the Queen’s
Head being the
A cake fit for a Queen
hardest part and
t r yi n g
vario us
styles before
deciding to go with this one. I was allowed to do
whatever I wished. I had thought of doing a fruit cake but thought
the Queen may like something not so rich for a change, looking at
what others have cooked for her in the past. I also didn't want to
do all flowers as that was the easy option and felt like I would be
cheating if I didn't push myself. At the same time I wanted my
cake to look sophisticated and fit for a Queen. My brother, who
admits he was nervous for me, told me whatever I did at age 12
years the Queen would be as impressed as him, but I wanted to do
more than impress I wanted to leave a memory as special cakes
do along with a smile.
Anyway I ended up cooking the cake in the early hours of
the morning as there had been a gas leak locally and we lost gas as
it was in the oven. This meant I needed to start over once the gas
was back on.
Then on the way to our hotel the taxi driver was forced to
slam his breaks on and my cake was tipped up. Thankfully my
Nan had suggested I carry a repair kit. So there I was in the hotel
room, fixing my cake with the icing etc Mum had carried up for
me. Originally I only had poppies on the corners; by the end, as
you can see, I added more to cover up the slight damage. I didn't
feel stressed. Mum's cool and always makes sure I am as healthy
as I can be. To take my mind off it, while the new icing was setting we went to the first anniversary of Bond in Motion which
was rather apt with Sir Roger Moore being a Patron of STARS. It's
a great place to visit and we met Peter Lamont who is an Art Director and set designer who worked on a lot of the James Bond
Movies.
After being praised by the Royal household, I told them I
nearly arrived empty handed and explained what had happened. I
was then told of similar mishaps happening for them, including
lost vegetables in the Palace Gardens moments before they should
have been served. It was interesting hearing others’ experiences
and realising it happens to the best cooks from the best kitchens in
the world.
After our Royal Opportunity we returned to our hotel
where the staff threw me a small surprise celebration. Some of my
family were over from Australia and met with us to help me
celebrate, It was magic!
My Mum has always taught us that anything is possible if
you believe and are willing to work hard for it. When I attended
the Pride Awards at Exeter last year I said my dream was to bake
for the Queen. Now I've done that I plan to keep baking. I would
love to gain experience at somewhere like the pastry kitchen at the
Palace it was mind blowing; ready for when I own my own
business (another dream).
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Helen’s Contribution Recognised
C hudleigh

resident,
Helen Turnbull, is to be
presented this month with
The Cubitt Award in
recognition of her “very
significant contribution to
The Pony Club over the
years.”
Helen has been
involved with The Pony
Club for over 60 years,
starting first as a member
before becoming an Helen Turnbull, recipient of the Pony Club’s
Cubitt Award.
instructor for the South
Notts PC; she later used
her knowledge and ability to help to run the Singapore branch
while acting as Chief Instructor for the Singapore Turf Club.
Over the years, she has assisted the Oakley, Grafton,
Whaddon Chase, Surrey Union, Silverton, East Devon and
Northampton Branches either by instructing, organising, judging or
examining and indeed she helped found the Northampton branch in
response to the need to assist city children to learn how to look
after the welfare of the ponies
In 1992, she was Chef D’Equipe for pony club tetrathlon
teams visiting the USA and Canada. She continues to assist local
Pony Clubs by examining to B test level and dressage judging.

Helen in the winning
team at the Horse of
the Year Show
competing in the
Riding Clubs
Quadrille

Chudleigh
Rotters Update
from Frances Daysh
Down at the Rotters composting site on Saturday 2nd May, Julie
and Pam sieved 22 bags of compost from Bay 2 while Magda
turned the contents in the large bay, which was surprisingly dry
and subsequently not rotting down well. Hopefully, Tom will be
able to water this bay and then cover it with carpet to keep the
moisture in when he goes to cut the grass next week.
Bay 2 had been home to many slow worms so it was left
uncovered for the last month to encourage them to find
somewhere more sheltered, and this approach appears to have
been successful, as there was no sign of them prior to the sieving.
The material which didn’t sieve well was placed at the back of the
site by the hedge and covered with carpeting to encourage the

slow worms to nest under there instead.
There were new donations of green material to be added to
the large bay, and there will be more as the activities on the
allotments increase. It is important for everyone to read what we
are able to compost - the sign is obvious and clear!
Our next session is on Saturday 6th June from 10am-noon;
and is planned to coincide with Teignbridge's Composting Event.
It will be very interesting to hear what their experts feel about our
methods - hopefully complimentary! Anyone is welcome to come
along to see our site and find out more about what we are
achieving."

Frances - Treasurer
01626 853173; dayshfrances5@hotmail.com
Lyn - Membership Secretary
01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net
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Scrambled Legs Once Again by Lisa Lea-Weston
Some of you may have noticed a bunch of women huffing and puffing their way round
Chudleigh at 4.30pm every Saturday afternoon—at least, speaking for myself, there’s
a lot of huffing and puffing going on! That’s right: Scrambled Legs are back on the road,
training for the Bishop Lacy 6 mile road race on 17th July..
There are about half of us from last year doing it again and about 10 new people
who have committed to the cause of setting themselves a “reasonable” challenge, and
raising some money for Cancer Lifeline Southwest, based in Exeter. Some of the “new”
runners are very well known locals…and renowned teachers at Chudleigh Primary
School!
Andy Palmer and Alison German have once again given us their time, expertise
and commitment to train us to not just pootle this event but to actually run it! To run 3.5
miles of serious hill when you have never even jogged will be a serious achievement,
both personally and also for Cancer Lifeline Southwest. We will all manage it…
While this year is different to last as there is an already established goal, what
remains is the camaraderie and support among women who have not previously known
each other and a determination to get fit and have a go. We will write more next month
but in the meantime we would love it if anyone felt like motivating us by donating to us
on our Scrambled Legs fundraising page. We would love to raise enough money to pay
for at least one Time To Retune Break again. These breaks support people after Cancer
treatment is ended, a time when all the trauma of cancer catches up with us
psychologically as we try to return to our lives, forever altered by cancer.
We might even treat you to a photo next month!

Calling all budding bakers!
Chudleigh Pre-School is hosting The Great

Chudleigh Bake Off on Sunday 5th July in the
Chudfest Marquee. This is a community event and entry is open to home bakers of any skill level.
Why not enter one of our adult or children’s categories, or come and support us during the
cake sale following the competition? Funds raised during this event will be split between Chudleigh
Pre-School (reg. charity 1028874) and Alexa Rett Cure (www.alexarettcure.com). Full details can be
found by clicking here.

Sarah Whizzes to the Finish Line

Sarah , with sons Charlie (left) and Sam, enjoys some well-deserved
sustenance after completing the London Marathon on 26th April.

“I have a blessed life and wish to give a little back.” So says Sarah

Forey on her JustGiving page. And on Sunday 26th April, Sarah
spent what I suspect might have been the longest 5 hours,
15 minutes and 4 seconds of her life doing just that, when she
completed the London Marathon.
Sarah had never run before September 2014, but she
became a familiar sight around town as she spent seven months
getting herself set up for last month’s event. I saw her out training
one day recently, as she ran up Rock Road (the really steep bit) as
though it was flat ground!
Collecting money for Whizz Kids, Sarah set herself a target
of £1600. As of today, her total stands at over £2000, and the page
is still open if you feel like adding a bit more.
Whizz-Kidz aims to improve the quality of life of disabled
children and young people in the UK through the provision of
customised mobility equipment. They also provide help and advice
to the children and their families and raise awareness of mobilityrelated issues through national campaigning.
You might think that achieving this sort of thing once
would be quite enough, but you’d be wrong. Sarah’s obviously got
the running bug, as she’s just signed up for next year’s Paris
Marathon as well!
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Wendy and Jo at the Bishop Start a Year of Fundraising
“Cystic fibrosis is my life,” says Chudleigh resident, Angus
McIntosh. “There is nothing else; it is a full time job.” Angus was
in the Bishop Lacy Inn, at the start of a year-long campaign to
raise £10,000 for the Cystic Fibrosis Association.
He went on to talk about the effect this genetic disease has
on the quality of his life and that of other sufferers and the
frustration this causes. Although it’s non-infectious to anyone who
isn’t born with the condition, there is a risk of cross-contamination
between sufferers and therefore getting together with other people
in the same situation is not possible. The strong online community
is therefore very important to him. “I have some great friends that
I’ve never met and will never meet.”
Last year, he contracted a rare fungal infection and spent
five and a half months in a specialist hospital in London. In January, a routine procedure turned into a six week stay in hospital.
The campaign is the brainchild of Jo Deerman and Wendy
Bishop. There are at least three people in Chudleigh living with
cystic fibrosis and Jo has a close friend who is also a sufferer.
“People don’t understand just how devastating this disease can
be,” said Jo.
The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is a small charity, which means
its overheads are lower and more of its donations are used to fund
research and support for patients and their families. But on the
other hand, as a small charity, its profile is lower and it is hard to
compete for donations with other better known causes. Wendy and
Jo emphasised that although it is a national charity, the money
raised will go to a local branch to benefit people locally.
Another aim of the campaign is to raise people’s awareness
of the importance of organ donations. “Three people a day in the
UK die while waiting for organ donations,” said Jo whose
seriously ill friend desperately needs a double lung transplant if he
is to survive. Only one in three of us are signed up to the NHS
Organ Donor Register. “And it’s not just about signing up,”
Wendy went on, “but also about making sure your family knows
of your wishes.” Only 40% of organ donor registrations lead to
donations, since if the family of the deceased is unaware of their
wishes, they are more likely to withhold permission.
The pair are buzzing with ideas for how they will hit their
target. Already, they are selling decorated biscuits in the pub every
Friday—and , of course, like anything baked for charity, they are
completely calorie-free; even the chocolate chip cookies! There is
a quiz organised for 21st May; and afternoon tea on 5th June.
Other events still at the planning stage include a Comedy Night
and a Battle of the Sexes.
Supporters of the campaign include Exeter Chief players
Tom Francis and Kieran Davies, who were kept busy by a stream
of young fans clamouring for photographs. “This is a very
valuable cause,” Davies said. It’s a disease that’s not widely
recognised and there’s a need for people to get behind this
campaign. We were honoured to be asked to get involved.”
The Bishop Lacy sponsors three players: Francis, Davies
and team-mate Brett Sturgess. “It’s a great cause,” said Francis,
“and when Wendy told us about it, we were happy to come along
and get involved.”
Also at the launch and supporting the cause was Councillor
Chris Webb, Mayor of Chudleigh. “It’s marvellous what Jo is

trying to achieve, along with Wendy and Robin at the Bishop
Lacy,” he said. “They are hoping to raise ten thousand pounds in
the next year and I hope the whole community will rally around
and give their full support.
Angus McIntosh knows that the campaign is not
specifically about him, but “it’s a stroke of luck and I’m super
happy that they’ve taken it on. It’s mega,” he says with a beaming
smile.

(from left) Kieran Davies , Chris Webb, Angus McIntosh and Tom Francis
supporting the Bishop Lacy campaign to raise money for cystic fibrosis
(photo: Suzie Mills)

What is Cystic Fibrosis?
Cystic fibrosis is an inherited disease caused by a faulty gene.
This gene controls the movement of salt and water in and out of
cells, so the lungs and digestive system become clogged with
mucus, making it hard to breathe and digest food.
More than 2.5 million people in the UK carry the faulty
gene, around one in 25 of the population. Each week five babies
are born with cystic fibrosis, and two people die.
There is currently no cure for cystic fibrosis but many
treatments are available to manage it, including physiotherapy,
exercise, medication and nutrition.
More than half of the cystic fibrosis population in the UK
will live past 41, and improved care and treatments mean that a
baby born today is expected to live even longer.
Find out more by clicking here.

You can register online, by
phone or by post. Pick up a
leaflet from Wendy or Jo at
the Bishop Lacy, or at your
doctor’s surgery. Or find out
more by clicking here.
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What’s On In Chudleigh
MAY

Friday 15th
Amenity Society: Richard
Holladay with Garton and King
(Iron Founders), Woodway
Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 16th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Air Ambulance Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am.
Playpark: Grand Opening,
10am to 4pm, details page 1.
Swimming Pool: opening
2pm, details page 1.
Messy Church: Parish Church,
3.30pm to 5.30pm.
Monday 18th
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Town Council: Full meeting,
Town Hall, 7pm.
.Tuesday 19th
Farm Walk: Trusham, details

page 4.
Sports Centre: AGM, Sports
Pavillion, 7pm.
Thursday 21st
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 23rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Twinning Association Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am,
details page 4.
Monday 25th
Chudfest: Ball tickets go on
sale, details page 4.
Thursday 28th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Saturday 30th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 9.30am to 1pm.
WI Coffee Morning and

Lunch: Rest Centre, 10am.
Sunday 31st
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due
for June issue.
JUNE

Monday 1st
Town Council: Full meeting,
Town Hall, 7pm.
Wednesday 3rd
WI: Mrs B’s Bonnets, Rest Centre,
7.30pm.
Thursday 4th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Friday 5th
History Group: John Lowe with
The Boys (an RAF bomber crash on
Dartmoor in 1941), Woodway
Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 6th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 9.30am to 1pm.
Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre,
10am.
Open Gardens: 10am to 4pm,
details page 4.

Youth Centre: Come Dine With
Us, booking essential, details:
Sue Metcalfe 853651.
Sunday 7th
Open Gardens: 10am to 4pm,
details page 4.
Tuesday 9th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Thursday 11th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 9.30am to 1pm.
Saturday 13th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 9.30am to 1pm.
Coffee Morning: Rest Centre,
10am.
Monday 15th
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Chudleigh Phoenix: June issue
due out.

On The Beat

Contact Details: website;
with your neighbourhood policing team:
PC Ali Hooper (14939); PCSO Mark Easton (30315) Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101
 Dog not under proper control(2): owners of the dogs to be
given a ‘Voluntary Control Order’, stating the dogs are to be
the last reporting period, broken down as follows:
kept under proper control and further action might be taken if
 Theft: a stone dial taken from a front garden; no suspects or
there is another incident.
witnesses; reassurance and advice given to the victim.
 Theft from shop(4): There is CCTV evidence and witnesses
 Criminal Damage to property (4): concrete ball removed
to all the offences. A lone male was arrested and is being dealt
and damaged from a front garden; 2 private vehicles at the
with. A pair of males has been identified and enquiries are
same address scratched by unknown means; graffiti sprayed
continuing.
onto a fence panel. There are no suspects or witnesses;
reassurance visits made, house to house where applicable and  Threat to destroy / damage property: Several items have
been scorched by unknown means in Fore street playpark.
advice given.
Enquiries are being carried out.

There were a total of 12 crimes recorded for Chudleigh during

News from the Town Council: Items not covered elsewhere in this issue
 The Town Council is shortly to have a new website, designed and developed by Chudleigh-based Webselect. It is hoped that the
new site will be easier to navigate and the information provided will be more relevant. Feedback and any thoughts on what should
be included on the site would be very welcome.
 Four of the applications before the Town Council’s planning committee in April attracted public interest. The decisions of the
committee were as follows:
 outline application to construct 16 dwellings on land next to James House was opposed due to concerns regarding access issues
and a mismatch with Chudleigh’s housing needs;
 the application for the retention of a number of flags and advertising hoardings at the Bovis site entrance off Station Hill was
opposed as an eyesore and beyond what was needed for a site of that size;
 the application for a change of use at Filleigh House was opposed due to concerns regarding access.
 Councillors did support plans for a yurt camp at Rattycombe Farm. The final decision on these applications will be made by the
TDC in the coming weeks.
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

