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You Saw It Here
First!

At

the Annual Meeting of the Town
Council on Monday 13th May, Nick Walter
was elected unopposed to serve as Mayor of
Chudleigh for 2013/4. In his nomination
speech, Bill Stanyon proposed that
Councillor Walter “having chaired the
Council through two very difficult years”,
should have the honour of being the town’s
first Mayor. There was a chorus of
agreement as several other councillors
seconded the nomination.
The role of Mayor replaces that of
Chair of Council and is seen as being more
appropriate to a town of Chudleigh’s size.
At the same meeting, Peter Beale
was elected as Deputy Mayor.

Sponsors
Thanks this month to Webselect
and The Money Range

Nick Walter (left) and Peter Beale

‘We Love Chudleigh’ is Back for a Third Year
by Ellie Rowles

Back for a third year after success in the
previous two, We Love Chudleigh is a two
day event for young people from the Parish
and Baptist Churches to love and serve their
community. Inspired originally by a similar
event in Exmouth, this year’s is shaping up
to be bigger and better than ever! Previous
activities have included car washing,
paying for car parking, painting railings,
washing patios, and handing out free

Raring to Go: the ‘We Love Chudleigh’ Team

chocolate (resisting the temptation to eat it
ourselves can be a challenge!) and much
more. The aim is to serve our community in
any way we can think of, make people’s
day a little bit brighter whilst having a lot of
fun with our friends! This year’s event will
be held on the 25th and 26th May and
planning is already well under way.
Feedback from the past two events
has been overwhelmingly positive, with the
group of young people signing up
expanding the second year, with many
returning after a fantastic two days the
year before. The event ends with a
celebratory service in the parish church,
an opportunity for the young people to
share what they’ve achieved and learnt
and a chance to celebrate and be
challenged by the two days.
I have been involved in We Love
Chudleigh for both years and have loved
every minute, from standing around in a
car park trying to convince people that
‘honestly, there’s no catch; we just want

to do something nice and pay for your
parking’ to walking around Chudleigh in
hugely oversized t-shirts with ‘We Love
Chudleigh’ emblazoned on the front —
after a while, you just get used to both the
t-shirt and the slightly worried looks!
This is a really good opportunity to
love our community the way we believe
Jesus taught us to; we love Chudleigh
because God loves Chudleigh! At the heart
of the event is looking for practical ways to
serve our community and show that love.
Young people often get a bad press,
perhaps this is a way for us to prove some
of that wrong! In the past two years, people
have responded positively, although many
people seemed surprised that there was no
catch — an interesting insight into today’s
society. One comment that stuck into my
head from last year was from a woman who
told us we had: “made her day.” Maybe this
year we could make yours. Look out for us
over the two days. With our distinctive
t-shirts, you can’t miss us!
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From the Editors
There’s

a lot about young
people in this month’s issue,
starting with ‘We Love
Chudleigh’. This is the third
year the kids from the two
churches have banded
together to find ways to make
life a little better for the rest of
us. So let’s all hope the sun
shines on them and don’t be
surprised is someone offers to
pay for your parking ticket or
hands you a free chocolate.
[In fact, I may well be
wandering Fore Street all
weekend, willing to accept
that free chocolate. It would
be rude not to, wouldn’t it?]
There were a lot of
children in the Woodway
Room earlier this month for
the Carnival community day.
It was great to see all the little
ones hanging on every word of
Jacko Sparro, who was his
usual OTT self. Even better
was the sight of Georgia being

crowned Queen. It’s the first
sign that our July festivities
(Chudfest and Carnival) will
soon be upon us. Last year,
the Titanic sunk everyone
else’s entries in the parade.
Have you started thinking
about your costume yet?
There are also two
fund-raising activities in the
next few weeks relating to
young people. Tickets for An
Evening with Mr Fingers in
aid of the Youth Centre have
now sold out. However, Nii
Yaoboi is holding an evening
to raise money for the school
he founded in Ghana (see
poster on this page). Do come
along to support this wonderful cause.
Don’t forget the pool
opens on 18th May. See you
there!
Finally CP offers
congratulations to Mayor Nick
Walter on his election.

Copy date 31st May for June issue. Reserve your space in advance.
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 01626 854611
The editors reserve the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
The views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editors.

Chudfest News  Chudfest News Chudfest News Chudfest News Chudfest News Chudfest News 

Chudfest Ball: Saturday 6th July

Open Gardens: 29th-30th June

Tickets for the Chudfest Ball will go on sale on
Chudfest 2013: 5th to 14th July
Monday 27th May in Woods Estate Agents, Fore

Street (next to Pottery Court). This is Bank Holiday
Monday, but the office will be open from 9am to Tickets for all other Chudfest events will be on
11.30am for ticket sales. Tickets are limited by sale on Thursdays and Saturdays during June from
the Chudfest Box Office at the Town Hall.
Marquee space and are expected to sell rapidly. There
Brochures
will be delivered to all houses in
will be no reservation list. Tickets will be sold on a
Chudleigh from mid-June onwards; to find out
first-come, first-served basis.
what’s on the programme, go to the Chudfest
website or look out for fliers around the town.
CHUDLEIGH WRITERS’ CIRCLE
is proud to announce
Nicholas Parsons
with his one-man show
‘How Pleasant To Know Mr Lear’
Wednesday 10th July
Tickets available now from:
chudleighwriters@yahoo.co.uk / 07532 028 299
chudleighwriterscircle.wordpress.com

www.chudfest.co.uk
Or find us on Facebook or Twitter
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Financial Planning with Steve Underwood from The Money Range
For most people, talking about life insurance sounds almost as
much fun as eating rotten fish. And while ignoring it can
compound a family tragedy by turning it into a financial
nightmare, more and more people are doing just that. A recent
survey showed that people would consider cancelling their life
insurance policies in order to save money in these difficult
financial times. The same survey found that while respondents
generally agreed everyone should have some level of life
insurance, most believed it should primarily cover bills and
funeral expenses whereas it should actually replace the income of
the person who died, in order to continue to support any children
and other dependent family members. A previous article helped
you decide how much.
The truth is that about a third of adults have no life
insurance at all. Of the remaining two thirds, many of them have
only the insurance that comes from their workplace policies,
which is usually not enough for people who want to support
dependents after their death. The message is really simple. If you
already have life insurance of some kind, it’s probably not
enough. If you don’t have life insurance, you probably should.
Either way we challenge you to find life insurance cheaper than
from The Money Range. Even if you have life insurance already,
we challenge you to compare what you are paying to what we can
offer. It couldn’t be simpler.
The time of year will rapidly be upon us when we dust off
the suitcase in the attic and head off onto our annual pilgrimage to
foreign climates. The Money Range also offers travel insurance
and holiday money. Some people spend so much time scouring
the rate tables or worse still, use banks but on the amount of
currency we change for our holidays, we probably spend more in
shoe leather or time. The Money Range offers great commission
free rates, delivered free next day to your door and we commit to
buying back any unused notes, in cash, at the rate you paid or the
rate of the day, WHICHEVER IS THE BEST! Another great
offer from The Money Range.
And finally, the legal bit: nothing in this article should be
construed as advice, accidental or otherwise.

Heathside
Tutors
Chemistry to A Level/IB
Maths, Physics, Biology to I/GCSE
Qualified Teacher, CRB checked
Michael, 01626 854611
michael@heathside.com

www.themoneyrange.co.uk


No commission on life* or

buildings and contents
insurance policies.


Fee free mortgages

50 Plus insurance
 Investments
 No commission Travel
money
 Travel insurance
 Gadget insurance


Scan the QR code with your
smartphone or just click on
one of the links above to
take you straight there.

Sign up for our newsletter and receive
a voucher for £60 off your first wine
The Money Range Ltd uses a range of Companies to provide
its products and services. The Money Range Ltd is registered
in England and Wales No 07613508. *No initial commission.
50 Plus provided by LV= is excluded from the commission
free offer. A £35 admin fee is payable.
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Chick Lit by Maryon Avery
Winner of the Local Writers’ Prize in the 2013 Short Story Competition
Richard gazed past the raindrops running down the window at the
drab garden. Without enthusiasm he compiled a mental list of the
tasks in front of him: cut back that hedge, tidy that tree, turf over
that bed, dig over that patch in the corner. Mostly, however, his
mind was on what he had left behind.
He hadn’t wanted to move out of the city but when he and
Sam (mostly Sam) had decided they couldn’t live together any
more, he had resolved to get as far away from her and the old life
as possible without actually leaving the country. He used to enjoy
being able to go to the latest shows and films, try out new food
fads in pretentious restaurants and laugh about them with Sam
afterwards. But without her, they were hollow and meaningless.
A few calculations scribbled half-heartedly on the back of
an old printout had revealed that he would be able to manage. It
would have been a very different story in the days before e-mails,
Skype, on-line banking and the like. As it was, he could continue
to tutor his students and submit his own work from anywhere there
was an internet connection.
His share of the proceeds of the Docklands apartment had
bought him an end-of-terrace cottage “ripe for renovation” (as the
estate agent’s blurb had put it). As he stood at his rainwashed
window, Richard began to realise that he wouldn’t have to pay
inflated city prices for food, clothes and mortgage any more, and
his whole lifestyle would be simpler. Why, if he could lick that
garden into shape, he could almost be self-sufficient. The fact that
he had never before tended anything bigger than a window box did
not deter him.
Standing there in the living room of his country cottage, he
pulled back his shoulders, lifted his head and began to regard the
garden and his future with different eyes. It was no good looking
back at what had been or might have been. This was a new
beginning, he told himself, a privilege not given to many. Make
the most of it.
Richard turned and sat down at the table in the centre of the
room. He opened up his laptop, switched it on then typed “self
sufficiency” into the search bar. The first website he logged on to
began with a list of recipes for jams, marmalades and chutneys
which presupposed that you had produce to preserve. He tried
another site:
“building
greenhouse
foraging…”
He scrolled further down until he reached “livestock”, and
his next click revealed another list including “beekeeping”,
“keeping ducks” and “keeping chickens”. His eyes wandered over
the next paragraph: “If you have never kept livestock before then
keeping a couple of hens is probably the easiest way to get started.
Housed in an appropriate Chicken Coop, your hens will be very
easy to look after, cheap to feed, and will provide you with an egg
a day until you can hold off no longer and have to roast them for
Sunday lunch.”
“There’s bound to be plenty of people round here who keep
hens,” he thought as he pushed back his chair and stood up. “I’ll
go and see if I can pick up some tips in the village.”
He strode with determination into the hallway, took his
keys off the table with one hand and grasped the handle of the
front door with the other. He pulled and found himself propelled
nose first into the door which had failed to open. Momentarily

baffled and rubbing his sore nose, he soon realised that the wood
had swollen with moisture from days of rain and that the door was
well and truly stuck. He tried again, this time putting two hands to
the handle and his foot against the wall. He pulled hard and
managed to get the door open. He reached round and grabbed his
new waxed jacket from the coat hook. Shrugging his arms into the
jacket, he went out into the porch then had another struggle to
close the door behind him. He ran to his car parked at the side of
the house, turning up his collar against the rain as he did so.
“Guess this’ll have to go,” he thought as he reached down to open
the door of the low sports car and eased himself into the driving
seat. “A four by four or even a Land Rover is going to be much
more use from now on.”
He drove a mile or so along narrow twisting lanes into the
village. When, still smarting from Sam’s rejection, he had visited
previously to buy the cottage, he had only vaguely taken in that
there was a general store (with post office) and a pub. Today he
pulled up outside the store. No yellow lines here he noticed with
approval, or signs threatening a hefty fine for outstaying the
meagre amount of parking time allowed. He smiled to himself as
he climbed out of the car, closed the door and locked it from the
remote control on the key fob. A couple of local youths ambling
by had seen the car draw up and stopped, hands thrust in their
jeans’ pockets, to have a closer look. Still smiling, Richard greeted
them as he went into the store. The youths remained on the path,
looking first at him then at one another with their mouths open,
seemingly astonished that the owner of such a car should even
acknowledge their existence.
Trade was slow, the weather was keeping customers away,
and the woman behind the till by the exit (whose name was Brenda
according to the badge she wore on her uniform overall) was
looking bored, alternately studying her fingernails then looking out
of the shop window then back at her fingernails. She brightened up
at Richard’s cheerful “Good morning!”
“I’ve just moved in to Holly Cottage,” he informed her.
“Do you know it?”
“Oh yes. Old Mr Wilkins’ place. Passed away a couple o’
years ago. Reckon it needs a fair bit doing to it, doesn’t it? ‘Course
he wasn’t really up to it towards the end and it’s been empty ever
since.”
“Too right,” Richard replied. “But I’m determined to have
a go. I thought I’d get some hens to be going on with. Start as I
mean to go on. D’you know anyone who keeps them and could
sell me a couple and give me some tips – housing and feeding
them, that sort of thing?”
Brenda furrowed her brow and thought for a moment. Then
her expression cleared as she said, “Yes, there’s Charlie. Keeps a
smallholding at the other end of the village. Barn End it’s called.”
“Sounds ideal,” Richard responded. “I’ll go down there in a
bit and see if he’s in. Better just pick up a few supplies while I’m
here though.”
A few minutes later when he took his basket with milk,
bread, cheese and apples to the till, he thought he saw a knowing
smile come and go on Brenda’s face as she counted his money into
the till. They exchanged goodbyes and Richard returned to his car.
With his few purchases stowed in the passenger footwell, he
turned the key in the ignition then continued down the road and
out of the village.
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He slowed and looked out for “Barn End”. He realised he
hadn’t established with Brenda whether it would be on the left or
the right. Never mind, there wasn’t much traffic so no impatient
drivers to hoot their horns and curse. Ah, there it was, with
another sign below, helpfully indicating that eggs were for sale
here. He drove in the entrance, along a rutted muddy track and
pulled up by a remarkably new-looking wooden barn. Lights were
on inside and he could hear music, probably a radio he thought.
He got out of the car, not bothering to lock it this time and found
the small door-within-a-door to the barn. It opened surprisingly
easily considering the difficulty he had had with his own front
door. He saw a middle-aged man moving a sack with some
difficulty towards a bench halfway down the barn where scales
stood.
“Good morning,” Richard called to him.
“Morning,” the man grunted over his shoulder and carried
on moving his sack.

“Brenda in the shop suggested I call in,” Richard
continued. “I’ve just moved in up the road and I’m thinking of
keeping chickens. Brenda said Charlie would be a good person to
ask for advice. Is that you?”
A young woman straightened up behind the bench and
walked towards him stretching out her hand in greeting. “Hi, I’m
Charlie,” she announced. “Pleased to meet you.”

Latest on Proposed Rocklands
Development
The Rocklands Development Partnership has now submitted an
outline planning application for mixed residential (up to 230
dwellings) and employment development with open space,
wildlife enhancements, new footpath links, new access from the
B3344 and highways improvements.
The Town Council’s Planning Committee will meet on
Friday 31st May at 7pm in the Woodway Room to consider the
application, specifically the principle of development on that site
and the access arrangements. This is an open, public meeting to
which all interested residents are welcome.
Representatives from the Rocklands Development
Partnership will be available at the meeting to answer questions.

Swimming Pool

Meet
Maryon
Avery

Chudleigh

Maryon Avery, winner of the Local Author’s Prize in the
2103 Short Story Competition

Maryon and her family have lived in Chudleigh since 1980.
As a child, growing up in the 50s and living in an
archetypal leafy London suburb, she was always writing little
stories, but imaginative writing got squeezed out by school,
university, work, marriage, family (two sons now in their thirties)
and latterly teaching. Although she wrote a lot, it was mostly for
a purpose – minutes of meetings, lesson plans, reports and the
like. There was little time to explore her creative side.
Retirement means she should now have that time. She
joined Chudleigh Writers’ Circle at its start in an attempt to get
back in touch with her imagination. But, having repressed them
for so long, Maryon admits the ideas still don’t come readily. The
pressure of a specific task or a deadline is necessary to make a
story or poem happen.
The Phoenix competition created the pressure on this
occasion.
Maryon wrote Chick Lit unusually fast and it’s
completely different from anything else she’s ever produced,
something of a tongue-in-cheek experiment. “Of course I’m
delighted it won a prize,” she says, “but also surprised and
slightly embarrassed. Still, it does even things up on the domestic
front!” (Husband Colin won the local writers’ prize two years

swimming pool
opens for the summer season
on Saturday 18th May at 2pm.
The relining project is finished
and the spangly pebble-lined
pool looks great. The water is
nice and warm; the lifeguards
are ready and waiting. All
that’s needed now is lots of
customers (and hopefully some
sunshine as well).
Well, actually, that’s
not all that’s needed. The CCP
committee is in desperate need

of mo re memb ers and
volunteers. If you’ve not seen a
copy of the April newsletter, a
copy can be downloaded from
the CP
website. But the
closing words from that
newsletter speak for
themselves:
“Your help is needed
more than ever this year. Please
consider giving something back
to the Community. We are
fortunate to have such a
fantastic facility here in
Chudleigh but it can only stay
open if we have a committee
and volunteers to run it.”

Thanks and a Plea From
Chudleigh Rotters
Many thanks to all those who supported our Coffee Morning
in the Rest Centre on Saturday 27th April, and contributed
raffle prizes, plants and cakes; or helped by serving coffees and
teas and washing up during the morning. We are very grateful
to you all as almost £153 was raised, which is excellent in these
days of financial constraint.
Our next Coffee Morning is on Saturday 12th October,
same place and same time [10am-noon].
We will be holding our annual general meeting at the
beginning of June [date to be announced] and would appreciate
as many members and interested Chudleigh and area residents
as possible to attend as some crucial decisions need to be made.
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT PLEASE!!!!
Frances Daysh, Treasurer
Chudleigh Rotters Composting Group
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Amenity Society News
from Alan Brunton

A

In

April, Christopher Pidsley gave an illustrated talk on The
Haldon Belvedere and the rise and fall of the Palk family of
Haldon House.
Robert Palk, from humble farming background, graduate
of Wadham College Oxford, was a curate in Cornwall when in
1747 he was recruited as chaplain to the East India Company. In
India, he met Major Stringer Lawrence; it was the beginning of a
longstanding friendship and partnership which was to prove
beneficial to both men. Twenty years later, after two separate
postings to India, between which he renounced his deacon's orders
and married, Palk returned home a very wealthy man. In 1769 he
purchased Haldon House, enlarging and furnishing it to a very
high standard. He became MP for Ashburton and was knighted in
1772.
Stringer Lawrence was a frequent visitor to Haldon. He
became godfather to Palk's eldest son, the first of many to be
given the name Lawrence. [A nightmare for those researching
local history, Christopher told us.] When Stringer Lawrence died
he left a fortune to the Palk family and as a tribute to his deceased
friend, Palk built Haldon Belvedere. Sir Robert Palk died in 1798.
Over the next 150 years, several generations of his
descendents handled his inheritance. His great-grandson became
the first Lord Haldon in 1880. Several of the heirs were prone to
poor financial management and reckless gambling. After passing
to a number of distant relatives, the title became extinct in 1945.
Haldon House was acquired in the mid-1890s by Irishman
James Bannatyne who spent nearly £100,000 on modernising the
property before the onset of war brought tragedy to the family.
After losing her husband, her only son and her son-in-law in the
First World War, Bannatyne’s widow left Haldon House and the
once great estate was auctioned off. The house was sold for
demolition in 1925 for £8,500 and only one wing now remains, as
the Lord Haldon Hotel.
The tower of Haldon Belvedere, also known locally as
Lawrence Castle, was shut up in 1914 but reopened by the Dale
family in the 1933s. During the Second World War it was used as
an army observation post. It was reopened after the war, but
gradually fell into a state of disrepair. In the 1990s, ownership
was transferred to a charitable trust and the building was
renovated.
Today the Tower is licensed for civil ceremonies and
available for hire. It is open to the public on summer Sunday
afternoons and Bank Holidays from February to October.

Mr Pesto
Recommends
With
Phil Curtis, founder,
Chudleigh Diners
Club

Carnival Queen is Crowned

On

fantastic time was had by everyone
who attended the Carnival community
day on 4th May.
Rowan Tolley and her troupe of belly
dancers gave a display full of Eastern
promise and were not at all put off by
the occasional stray toddler wandering
across the dance floor!
The dancers were followed by local
pirate Captain Jacko Sparro who
enthralled the children, especially when
he soaked all the adults with a giant
water pistol. Not even those of us who
thought we were safe, hiding behind
Belly Dancers
the sweet stall,
managed to escape
[thanks Jacko!]. A call for volunteers resulted
in a forest of hands and several youngsters
eagerly took part in various games, winning
‘gold’ coins along the way. My prize for the
cutest Pirate Captain goes to young Josh Weber
who seemed to be having trouble keeping his
bandana
straight.

the second Tuesday in April Chudleigh
Diners met at the Tradewinds Greek Restaurant,
Teignmouth, where we were warmly welcomed
by Nick the owner.
The menu was extensive and took some
choosing but finally everyone made their choice
and the food was served efficiently and with a
friendly smile. Nick and his staff were very
attentive without being overbearing.
The meals were delicious and of good
proportion; in fact many diners went home with a
meal for the next day.

Captain Josh

The afternoon concluded with
the crowning of this year’s
Carnival Queen, her princesses
and attendants. The crowning
was performed by Captain
Jacko, luckily without the aid of
his water pistol.
Captain Jacko Sparro crowns the
61st Chudleigh Carnival Queen,
Georgia Abbot-Palmer

The lamb dishes were particularly tender
and tasty and we can highly recommend this
restaurant.
***
On Friday 19th April a group of us had another
enjoyable evening at Gisson's at Kennford and
had an excellent Carvery meal, followed by two
and a half hours of dancing to the band Carnaby
Street, playing 60s and 70s music.
Our next meal is on June 11th; you are
most welcome to join us
Phil Curtis 01626 853309 / 07702418458
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No Plans to Close Chudleigh Police Station:

Sharon Cook reports on
‘Questions of Law and Order’, a meeting organised by Chudleigh Business Guild
There are no plans to close Chudleigh Police Station. Townsfolk
were given this assurance by senior law and order representatives
at a free public forum organised by the Business Guild.
Headlining the ‘Questions of Law and Order’ session was
the new Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon, Cornwall and
the Scilly Isles, Tony Hogg.
Joining him were Chief Superintendent Paul Davies
(Commander for Devon) — who gave a personal assurance
Chudleigh Police Station would not be decommissioned, despite
the front desk being closed; John Wiseman, Chief Executive of
Dorset Probation Trust; Georgie Constable, Victim Support; and
Sarah Carlsen-Brown from Devon Reform, a charity helping
offenders and their families.
The police station promise emerged during the question
and answer session which was held at the church on Wednesday
17th April, and facilitated by Jerry Brook, Chair of Devon County
Council.
Chudleigh Business Guild Chair, Michael McCormick,
organised the evening which was also open to the general public.
He said before the panel took questions: “Fortunately in Devon we
are in an area of low crime, but one thing that does concern people
is police visibility.”
Kicking off the debate was a question from audience
member Liz Roberts, who asked: “Are we to have a youth
commissioner and if so what would their brief be and how would
they be selected? How would such a role be justified at this time?”
The panel members were in general agreement the Kent
scenario should not be repeated here in the south west. There was
broad agreement the police should be engaging with youth. Paul
Davies said: “In Devon and Cornwall if we were to engage with
youth I would require more than one individual.”
Tony Hogg added: “It’s unfortunate it (Kent) went wrong. I
think there are different ways of cutting the cake here.” He said the
voluntary sector could be pulled in to assist: “I always have to
keep an eye on cost. If I needed that advice I wouldn’t have done it
that (Kent) way.”
Georgie Constable pointed out young people are often the
victims of crime: “Often they feel they’re not believed or listened
to.”
Next was a question from Di Moyse: “I was wondering
how the future of Chudleigh Police Station is seen. I’ve lived here
30 years and we’ve always had a police station. It’s not open. I just
feel it’s an important asset and important focus in the town.”
Although unable to discuss operational issues Tony Hogg
did say: “Sometimes I think it’s better if there wasn’t a police
station there at all because it’s a negative image.”
Paul Davies then responded: “Thank you for that question,
an emotive one for the residents of the town. Yes, we have closed
the front offices but we haven’t closed the police station ——
frankly it wasn’t being used.
“At some point in the future there will be a look at
Chudleigh Police Station to see if we lose the building. But we
wouldn’t do that unless we found a suitable alternative in town.
There’s no proposal to close Chudleigh Police Station, to reassure
you.
“We have a team of officers that work within Chudleigh
and there are no proposals to remove them. It will stay in some
shape or form.” Sarah Carlsen-Brown pointed out the value of

‘community hubs’, working together to form community
networks. Di Moyse said in response: “I’m pleased to hear that
Chudleigh will still be a focus for the police.”
Tony Hogg then said: “With diminishing reserves
communities have to play a stronger part.” This opened the way
for Ray Frost to point out that after an appeal he had volunteered
to have a speed gun but got nowhere because of the difficulty in
accessing the process to get involved.
Lord Clifford pointed out that visual evidence of police
“does in fact give people much more confidence about security in
the area.”
Councillor Chris Webb said: “I used to work at Chudleigh
Police Station. The building is in a disgraceful state.” and Paul
Davies agreed to ‘take back’ the state of Chudleigh Police Station,
adding one of the biggest challenges faced by Devon and Cornwall
Police is the sheer area they have to police.

L to R, back row, Tony Hogg, John Wiseman and Jerry Brook
L to R, front row Georgie Constable, Sarah Carlsen-Brown and Paul Davies
(Photo: Sharon Cook)

Nick Walter, from the floor, raised the value of PCOs
(police community support officers). Tony Hogg pointed out they
are the ‘civil servants’ of the police: “I too value them enormously.
I think they do a fantastic job. Make sure you go and talk to them
if they’re walking up the street.”
The penultimate question: “Do prisons work and what are
the alternatives?” was widely held to be a complex issue but
prompted in-depth responses from all the panel members, plus
more comment from the audience.
Finally Kate McCormick, inspired by a line from The
Mikado that the ‘punishment should fit the crime’, asked: “Which
historical or fictional character would you punish and why?”
It caused the panel much mirth, but Georgie Constable
dived in: “Henry the VIII. He should get the same punishment as
many of his wives!”
Fortunately no one left the evening without a head, but
Michael McCormick said after the event: “It is rare to get together
such an influential and informed group of people and I’m glad that
we managed to do this in Chudleigh. I think that everyone found
the answers interesting and stimulating. We could have gone on all
night.”
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What’s On In Chudleigh
MAY
Thursday 16th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Bingo: Town Hall,
7.30pm.
Friday 17th
Chudleigh Amenity Society:
Tom Soby with The River Tamar
from Source to Sea, Woodway Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 18th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Toddlers Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Swimming Pool opens: 2pm
Messy Church: Parish Church,
3.30pm to 5.30pm.
An Evening with Mr Fingers:
Youth Centre fund-raiser,
Woodway Room, 7pm [Ticket
only; sold out]
Monday 20th
Folk
Dancing
Club:
Woodway Room, 8pm.
Wednesday 22nd
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:
Evening group, contact Kate
for venue, 7.30pm.
Thursday 23rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 24th
Town AGM: Woodway Room,
7pm.
Saturday 25th

Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Rotary Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
We Love Chudleigh: Details
page 1.
Sunday 26th
We Love Chudleigh: Details
page 1.
Monday 27th
Chudfest Ball Tickets on sale:
Details page 2.
Wednesday 29th
Chudleigh Business Guild:
AGM, Rest Centre, 7pm.
Thursday 30th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 31st
Chudleigh Phoenix copy
date.
Rocklands Planning Meeting:
Details page 5.
JUNE
Saturday 1st
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Monday 3rd
Town Council: Full meeting,
Town Hall, 7pm.
Folk
Dancing
Club:
Woodway Room, 8pm.
Wednesday 5th
WI: Rita Nebbett on Canapés,

Rest Centre, 7.30pm
Thursday 6th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Friday 7th
Chudleigh History Group:
Sheila and Martin Fletcher with
The Isles of Scilly Revisted,
Woodway Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 8th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Coffee Morning: Rest Centre,
10am.
Monday 10th
Folk Dancing Club: Woodway
Room, 8pm to 10pm.
Tuesday 11th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Wednesday 14th
Mothers’ Union: Christingle
Costumes, Coffee and Chat,
2 Herridge Orchard, New
Exeter Street, 7.30pm to 9pm.
Thursday 13th
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Saturday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix due out.
Weekly Produce Market and
Chudfest Box Office: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Church Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Ghanaian Fundraising
Concert: Parish Church,
6.30pm, details page 2.

On The Beat
During

April, there were just
six crimes reported for the
Chudleigh and Teign Valley
area, comprising burglary from
an outbuilding; unwanted texts
received via a mobile; and four
incidents of harassment or
common assault where both the
offenders and the victims were
juveniles.
The four crimes
involving juveniles were all
dealt with by the Chudleigh
Policing Neighbourhood Team
using a process of Restorative
Justice. This process focuses on
the needs of the victim and the
community, and encourages the
offenders to take responsibility
for their actions and the
consequences.
***
The next Have Your Say surgery
will be held in the Teign Valley
Community Hall on Friday 24th
May between 7pm and 8pm.
***
Contact details
101: Non-emergency number
Website
Email

News from the Town Council: items not covered elsewhere in this issue


Over the last couple of years the Town Council has invested significant funds into providing planters in the town centre and tree
planting in various locations around the town. Anyone interested in assisting with the watering of some of the containers or joining
the group planning new planting initiatives should contact John Carlton (contacts details below).
 Over the next few weeks, Devon County Highways will be surface dressing the B3344 between Colway Lane and the Highwayman’s Haunt. This will inevitably create some inconvenience but is necessary to maintain the integrity of the road surface.
 In recent weeks several complaints have been made by residents about potholes on roads in and around Chudleigh. Devon County
Highways will only carry out repairs when the hole reaches a depth in excess of 40mm and is greater than 300mm in any horizontal
direction. Repairs should be carried out within one day of notification on major roads and within seven days on minor roads.
 The main entrance path to the Exeter Road allotments has deteriorated significantly, a result of the very wet weather over the last
year. Remedial work will be carried before the end of the summer. Repair work is also schedules for the paths at Millstream
Meadow which have been undermined by recent wet weather.
 Concerned about power cuts? Western Power Distribution operates a service for vulnerable customers. If you rely on electricity for
medical reasons or have communication needs, such as being partially-sighted or deaf, there is a direct telephone number to use if
you have a power cut. This service is also available if you are vulnerable for any reason, such as being disabled, elderly or very ill.
Western Power also works with the British Red Cross and the WRVS to provide assistance to vulnerable customers during longer
power cuts, including hot food, drinks and support. If you think you may qualify for these services, find out more about the Priority
Service Register by calling 0845 724 0240 or emailing priorityservmids@westernpower.co.uk
 There is a comprehensive list available of all activities held at the Town Hall, together with contact details of the organisers of each
activity. Contact John, Paula or Amii if you would like a copy emailed or posted to you.
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

