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From the Editor  

As we go to press today,    

Sunday 15th March, the      
situation with Coronavirus is 
changing  rapidly. Only a few 
days ago, we were tuning to the 
news each night to hear the 
latest situation. But, now,          
information is being updated 
more    frequently than that. 

It’s not clear whether—
or more likely when—the 
schools will close; there’s talk 
about quarantining people in 
vulnerable groups; and public 
gatherings are gradually being 
postponed. 

It’s quite possible that 
many of the events listed in 
these pages will be postponed 
or cancelled. If we have any 
updates, we will use our     
Facebook page to bring you the 
latest information. We will also 
be posting supplementary   
issues of Chudleigh Phoenix 
during the month if we need to. 

But there are signs that, 
as ever in a crisis, the great 
community in which we live is 
looking at ways we can all help 
one another. 

On page 1, you will see 
a message from the Town 
Council who have set up a  
registration scheme for       
volunteers. For anyone going 
into self-isolation, this could be 

a really scary time. But    
knowing there is someone at 
the end of the phone to help out 
with shopping, walking the dog, 
or just chatting on the phone, 
could make all the difference. If 
you think you can help in any 
way, please do consider     
signing the form and dropping 
it in to the Town Hall, or  
emailing it in. 

On page 13, we publish 
an SOS message from HITS. 
We are sure THAT and other 
organisations supporting the 
more vulnerable members of 
the community are similarly in 
need of help. Please do what 
you can to help. 

As more of us get 
caught up in the developing 
situation, it’s important that we 
keep talking to one another, 
even if only remotely.        
Communication links are    
critical.  

If there is anything that 
you need to know; or          
information you need to      
disseminate, and if you think 
Chudleigh Phoenix can help, 
just get in touch by phone 
(01626 854611) or email.   

Stay safe and stay 
healthy everyone. 

 Kate 
    

March 2020 

Copy date Thursday 9th April for the next issue. Reserve your space in advance: 
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The editor reserves the right to 
edit copy for considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily 
those of the editor. 

 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Folk Band and Folk Dancing 
 

We meet in the Woodway Room in the Town Hall every  

Monday evening during term-time starting at 7pm for our Band 
to practise and learn more tunes. Our Band consists of Mary 
Marker leading us on accordion, with a variety of accordions, 
guitars, violin, flute, recorders, penny whistle and a tambourine, 
and we have great fun playing together. 

The dancers arrive just before 8pm for two hours of folk 
dancing, initially to the Band playing and then to CDs, with all 
the dances walked through first. No experience is required and 
not to worry if you are on your own as other people on their 
own will be there too! Water and cups are available but you are 
welcome to bring your own drink if you wish, and there are 
some nibbles provided too to keep the energy levels up! The 
evening is very social and great fun, so come along and see 
what we do! 

 

Remaining dates this term are: 

March – Monday 16th, 23rd and 30th followed by Easter     
holiday 

Leader/Caller – Mary Marker, 01626 854141  

Treasurer – Frances Daysh, 01626 853173 

For over 2 years, we have enjoyed opening up No. 1 The 

Square for different activities, both regular and one-off events. 
However, it has always been our hope that we could open more 
often to be an oasis in the midst of the busyness of life and to 
share hospitality and a welcome on a more frequent basis. 

Last November we approached Renew Wellbeing, a   
national charity helping churches to replicate the Renew      
Wellbeing cafe concept in spaces large and small, in cities and 
towns around the country. A Renew space is a place where 
“everybody knows your name”, where all are valued and no one 
is labelled. It is a space where anyone can suggest an activity, 
share a hobby, learn a new skill, make connections and be    
signposted to any help they need. It is a space where it is      
understood that we are all on a sliding scale of mental wellbeing. 
It is a space where any faith and none are welcome to belong, to 
reduce social isolation and deal with the causes of mental and 
emotional ill health. It is a space where people can encounter 
God’s love and develop healthy inner practices of prayer and 
meditation, should they choose. 

On 11th March we launched Renew @ The Square on 
Wednesday and Friday mornings from 10am to noon. There will 
be a variety of activities on offer and the kettle will always be 
ready for that much needed cuppa. The rhythm of quiet,     
prayerful pauses at the start and the end of the session will be 
open to anyone, but the dedicated quiet space will also be    
available throughout the session for anyone wanting to sit and be 
still (or escape the bustle for a while). 

We hope many will consider joining us to take some time 
out and invest in our wellbeing, sharing a hobby or interest with 
others and together creating a place of welcome and renewal in 
the heart of our town.  
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Wild 
About 
Chudleigh  

Wild About Chudleigh Events 

The second in the series of free, nature-focussed events is 
Making Seed Bombs on Saturday 21st March. Seed Bombs 
are great fun for children and adults.   

Whether it's a plant pot, flowerbed, wild patch in 
your lawn or an entire meadow, sowing wildflowers       
provides vital resources to support a wide range of insects 
that couldn't otherwise survive in urban or built-up areas. A 
mix-up of margin and meadow and annual species of     
wildflowers (no grasses) has kindly been donated by Goren 
Farm. (continued on page 5) 

As spring is approaching, now is the 

time to link up your gardens with 
hedgehog holes in the boundary   
fences. As hedgehogs will soon be 
coming out of hibernation these 
'hedgehog highways' (about 13cm in 
diameter) allow them to safely forage 
for food  without using our busy roads 
as they can travel 1-2km a night. One 
member, Jonathan Valentine, is now the proud owner of a big red 
hole saw and is willing to help you make a hole in fences if you are 
unable to do it yourself. A donation for this service would be     
appreciated. Contact Jonathan: 07989 421655 

There is no update on our request for hedgehog highways on 
the Linden Homes development but Hugh Warwick and British 
Hedgehogs are dealing with their concerns. Devon Trust for Nature 
Conservation, the Amenity Society, Chudleigh Wild and Devon 
Mammal Group have all written in support of our request and it was 
featured on the Radio Devon Saturday Breakfast show. I do not 
understand their reluctance as hedgehog holes have been            
implemented on their other sites and they are now owned by Bovis 
Homes who have agreed to install them nationwide.  

But there is some good news. Wainhomes, the new         
developer for the Colway Lane/Grovelands site has agreed to put 
hedgehog holes in their development of 60 homes. They replied to a 
request from the Environment Committee of Chudleigh Town  
Council: "We are happy to do what we can to support the Chudleigh 
Prickly Hedge group and I’m sure we will be able to incorporate 
Hedgehog Holes between gardens."  

 We are planning to erect our Slow 
Down Hedgehog Area signs during March 
as Chudleigh Rotters kindly sponsored ten 
signs. These will hopefully alert drivers to 
watch out for hedgehogs as they try to cross 
our roads. Nobody likes to see a squashed 
hedgehog! 

Also there is now a free Hedgehog 
Street app that can easily be downloaded to 
receive monthly top tips and updates on how 
you can help hedgehogs throughout the 
year.   

We will be celebrating Hedgehog 
Awareness Week in Chudleigh during May. 
Further information in the April issue of 
Chudleigh Phoenix and on our Facebook 
page. 

Barbara Steele 
 

Prickly Hedge 

https://www.goren.co.uk
https://www.goren.co.uk
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehogstreetapp/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehogstreetapp/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/
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Amenity Society News 

The talk on 21st February was given by Dr Brian Golding, the     

Deputy Scientific  Director and Research Fellow at The Met Office. 
His talk, Weather Forecasting: Past, Present and Future was        
comprehensive. Moses was 
one of the first forecasters 
and from   then on,   
throughout history, weather 
forecasting has been an 
abiding interest. In view of 
the heavy rains and storms 
that we have experienced, it 
was of particular interest to 
us! 

 Our AGM is at 7pm 
on  Friday 20th March, and 
will be followed by Sibelco 
Clay Mining, a talk given by 
Darrin Hewings, the  Quarry 
Manager for the ball clay 
sites at Chudleigh Knighton,     
Kingsteignton and Stover. 
The deposits are of      
worldwide importance   
because they in demand for 
producing top quality     
ceramic products  and are 
rare. 

 

Chudleigh and                 
District 
 

At the monthly meeting in February we were treated to a 

fascinating talk by Doctor Eirene Williams, a Chartered 
Environmentalist, who told us about the time she had spent 
in the Jungle in Mexico working with Operation Wallacea.       
She spent eight weeks under canvas in fairly basic        
conditions with no running water and a diet consisting of 
rice and beans in the company of volunteers and Western 
and local scientists. 

Operation Wallacea has 
the aim of creating long term 
surveys to track the changes in 
biodiversity at a number of sites 
around the world. Information 
is gathered from daily sampling 
from what is a very inhospitable 
jungle containing many       
poisonous creatures and plants.  
The information is processed in 
the UK and is made available to 
local governments and         
conservation groups to help in 
managing the environment in 
the future. 

Recruitment Drive 

The number of members continues to increase as does the 
number of interest groups. However the committee wants 
to be sure that membership is available to all eligible    
people [retired or semi retired] in our catchment area and 
with this in mind a lunchtime event is being held in the 
Town Hall on 21st April to which anyone who is interested 
in learning more about U3A will be welcome. (See poster 
below for details. 

Next monthly meeting 

On 18th March, Robert Hesketh will be speaking about 
Devon Festivals. 10am in the Woodway Room. 

In addition there are some 24 meetings of the    
various Interest Groups throughout the month.  These 
make up the bulk of U3A activity. 

Learn, Laugh and Live  

Dr Eirene Williams 

(continued from page 4) There are two further Wild About Chudleigh 
events coming up next month: Plant a Sunflower Seed on 4th April, and 
a Plant Swap on 18th April. See below for details. 
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is proud to support 

Cancer Lifeline South West  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

for 18years because people love it but we don’t get any central funding.  
People tend to fundraise for cancer treatment and hospice care.  But as 

more of us are living for longer in remission, and struggling with the physical 
and psychological impact the loss of sense of safety in the world brings, the 
more the work of Cancer Lifeline is vital.  

Without the break I would have had to leave my job as I could not 
manage. It is not that I cannot work but I need flexibility. I have achieved 
more at work in the last few years than ever before. The Break has restored 
my sense of being able to contribute to this world as a parent, partner and 
worker. I cannot see how I would have got here without Cancer Lifeline, I 
really can’t. Being a trustee means not only supporting the charity but 
also learning new skills and making friends with people I would not have 
otherwise had the privilege of knowing. 

I was a mum of two small 

children, happily married 
but in a difficult job in the 
NHS. I was diagnosed at 
11a.m on 11.11.11 with   
Triple Negative Breast 
Cancer. It was shattering. 
Nine months of treatment 
followed and although we 
coped with it well and 
found we had incredible 
friends and family, our life 
going forward felt    
frightening and unknown. 
Our BC nurse gave us a 
leaflet about the Time to Retune Breaks. We  
couldn’t believe exactly what we needed was on 
offer.  

Time to Retune Breaks are NOT a holiday. 
They offer the opportunity to be in a small group 
with others who have been through something  
similar with no need to pretend. The groups taught 
me practical coping strategies (mindfulness and 
relaxation) I continue to use to manage anxiety and 
my overall well-being. Mostly they reminded me 
that humans have the most extraordinary capacity 
for love and kindness; restored my fragile self; and 
gave me a bunch of cheerleaders, post weekend, 
who supported me in leaving my job and stepping 
into the unknown. I now work for myself and am 
happier than I have ever been. Crucially the break 
supported my partner too. People forget to 
acknowledge how frightening and lonely it is for 
the person alongside you.   

The Saturday evening was the peak of   
intensity within the group experience, I laughed 
more than I had laughed in years as a bunch of very 
fatigued people taught each their national dances in 
the library at Sharpham! I decided to teach the 
group the birdie song...the couple from Poland 
were in disbelief but I think it captures the lack of 
elegance inherent in our moves in this country  
unlike the tango! 

Why am I a trustee? While on the break, I 
believed subliminally that as we had had an    
amazing experience; had been better cared for than 
anything I could have dreamt of; and stayed    
somewhere so beautiful, that the charity must be ok 
financially.  

What I now understand is that people    
affected by cancer get the need for kindness,     
tenderness and love and that this charity is        
supported and run by such people. These things do 
not equate to money. The charity has been going 

Meet The Team: Lisa 
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Following the successes of a number of SOUP Community     

Fundraising events across Teignbridge, Teignbridge CVS and  
Chudleigh SEARCH organised the first ever Chudleigh SOUP 
which took place on Saturday 22nd February. 

There were 45 local people present, and six fabulous pitches 
were made on the night with community-benefitting ideas presented 
to a room packed full of people.  

The event was generously supported by Cllr Jerry Brooks, 
Cllr. Lorraine Evans, Alexander Clifford, as well as Gills Green 
Grocer, Sangers and the Co-op who supplied local vegetables and 
lovely fresh rolls. SEARCH members baked cakes and children 
made table decorations for the hall which was generously given to 
us by the Town Council for the evening. The winning projects 
walked away with £ 944 between them. 

After eating the tasty soups that were cooked by our fantastic 
and generous volunteer chef Andrew MacGregor, people voted on 
their favourite projects and monies were awarded according to the 
number of votes. 

South Devon Bat Care, a relatively new project, won the 
highest numbers of votes to help build a flight pen for bats on a local 
field. They received £ 326.50. “ I am currently operating out of my 
spare bedroom so this will help towards building a flight pen to  
release the injured bats back into the wild,” said Kelly Gayler. “The 
nearest place able to soft release baby bats is currently in North 
Devon, so I am really excited to be able to set this up in Chudleigh!” 

In second place were Marvellous Mummies, a mother and 
baby group and Chudleigh CAN, a support group for parents who 
have children with additional needs and their siblings—two groups 
offering vital support to local Chudleigh families. 

Chudleigh Community Project, who run the swimming pool, 
the emerging Chudfix Repair Café, and Chudleigh Pre-School also 
received smaller sums of money. 

“This was a wonderful evening – it was great to hear about 
so many initiatives and to see connections being made between  
individuals and groups”, said Mary Anne McFarlane from 
SEARCH. 

SOUPs are growing in popularity across Devon as a way to 
connect people, projects and raise fun and funds; please feel free to 
contact Anja from Teignbridge CVS if you would like help          
organising such an event in your community.   

 

Bats Benefit From SOUP 

Kelly Gayler receiving her winning cheque. (From left) Mary Anne 
McFarlane, Kelly Gayler, and  Anja Kroening-Maynard 

A rousing rendition of the  

Ghanaian National Anthem 
rounded off a very interesting 
evening for the Fairtrade     
Fortnight celebration on 6th 
March, Ghana’s Independence 
Day. Ernest Boateng and Sarah 
Ahemah, cocoa bean producers 
from Ghana, spoke about how 
they farm and the labour      
involved. They both supply 
Kuapo  Kokoo which owns part 
of Divine Chocolate.   

Each farmer brings on 
the new cocoa plants from seed 
before planting them out. After 
harvest the beans are taken out 
of the pods which are about the size of a honeydew melon. 
Ernest lives 2-3 miles from his farm so he has to carry them 
back on foot to his house where the beans are laid out to dry 
in the open air making sure if it rains that they are covered 
so the beans don’t develop mildew.  

Sarah spoke about the charter to support gender 
equality, ensure no child labour and provide a full-time 
education programme for their children. The farmers     
receive a Fairtrade Premium which is in addition to the  
market price for cocoa beans so that they can choose the 
best way to spend it in their communities.  

They are seeing the effects of climate change with 
less rain than before which stops the cocoa pods developing 
so are using some of their Premium to purchase banana 
trees to provide shade for the cocoa and an additional crop. 
Also, they have brought clean water to communities.  

During the evening 
Chudleigh Mayor Martin    
Tinkler was presented with the 
Fairtrade Town Renewal    
Certificate. 

 Earlier in the week our 
Ghanaian visitors went to 
Chudleigh school to join a 
schools’ conference to share 
with them all about chocolate. 
The children enjoyed chocolate 
cake made with Fairtrade   
cocoa and sugar, and also   
bananas donated by the Co-op. 
Knowing all that goes into 
producing a humble bean to 
make our delicious     chocolate 
certainly gives food for thought 
and knowing that the Fairtrade 
mark ensures a fair deal for the 
producers makes it taste all the 
better. 

 
 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Ghanaian guests, Sarah and 
Ernest show off their 
Fairtrade chocolate 

Chudleigh Mayor, Cllr Martin 
Tinkler receives the town’s 
Fairtrade certificate from 

Margaret Parsons. 

mailto:anja@teigncvs.org.uk.
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In the History Group archives we have records of how Chudleigh 

was prepared for World War Two with regard to air raid wardens, 
first aid posts, civil defence, home guard etc. We also have records 
of the Welcome Home Fund. 

In 1944 when the war's outcome was pretty much secured, 
although a great deal more fighting had to be endured, the parish 
council started raising funds to thank servicemen returning after the 
war. It was called the Welcome Home Fund and dances and whist 
drives were held to raise monies, well into 1946. 

Just over £1000 was raised in total, to be shared out between 
the 278 men returning to Chudleigh. On 6th November 1946       
representatives from the Army, Navy and RAF helped hand out      
£3 6s 6d to those able to attend the ceremony in the town hall. Not 
all could attend of course; some were still serving abroad and some 
had moved away. A few refused it. We have the invitation cards 
and letters of acceptance or non-acceptance from 104 of the 278.  

On Friday 8th May, Victory in Europe Bank Holiday, we 
are staging an afternoon of entertainment followed by a high tea in 
the town hall. I have collated each card and letter of those 104, so 
for any local resident who had a relative returning to the town after 
the war they may like to have them as part of their family history. 
They will be on show that day along with newspapers from that 
time. 

Tickets at £5. each will be on sale shortly from myself and 
the town hall. Numbers are limited and I am taking reservations  
already. For further information  ring me on 852714. 

Youth Centre 
Update  
 

 
We are holding a Coffee Morning 
at the Rest Centre on Saturday 
18th April from 10am to 11.30am 
to raise funds for the Youth    
Centre.  Do brave the weather 
and join us if you can.  
 
Advance Notice: Our AGM is to 
be held on Monday 27th April at 
the Youth Centre at 7.30pm.      
Refreshments will be available at 
the conclusion of the meeting.  
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Lifeguards Needed... 

CCP is recruiting lifeguards for the 2020 summer season. Come and 

join a friendly team of lifeguards and volunteers. 
You will need a current NPLQ qualification. But if you are 

planning to get NPLQ trained in the next few months, then please still 
get in touch now. 

If you are interested, email pool@chudleighpool.org.uk or 
phone Sue Bolt on 07886 128349 for more details. 

mailto:pool@chudleighpool.org.uk
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Please note:  
 
All details correct at the time of print 
(Sunday 15th March). But due to the       
coronavirus situation, changes are  possible. 
Do check with organisers for latest  details. 
 
Supplementary issues of Chudleigh Phoenix 
with updates will be posted during the 
month. 
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• The first Chudfix Repair Cafe took place at the School Community 
Hall on 29th February and was a huge success; 

• It really was a team effort and a great display of community 
strength; 

• In just 2.5 hours volunteer fixers checked 52 items, repaired 30 of 
them (58%) and offered advice/information about a new part on 11 
(21%); this means just 1 in 5 of the items seen had to be thrown 
away; 

• We saw a huge variety of items including a vintage teddy bear 
in need of some patching, a DVD player, clock radio, lamps,     
children’s toys, gardening tools, bicycle, henry hoover... the list 
goes on; 

• We also received £167.66 in donations;  

• Thanks also to our wonderful bakers and helpers who kept us going 
with tea and cake; 

• The photo shows most of the volunteers at the end of the day: 

• We are looking for more volunteers, especially those with         
electronic/electrical experience—please contact Karen Castle if you 
can help on 07740166537 or email castlek@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

• Our next Chudfix event will be at the School Community Hall on 
Saturday 25th April 10am to 12.30pm and monthly thereafter on 
the last Saturday of the month (except Xmas). 

Chudfix Launched... Poverty in the Midst of   
Plenty 
We are constantly reminded we’re the fifth  or sixth largest 

economy in the world. But what does this mean for people 
in the UK?  

If we look at the numbers in another way, per head 
of the population, we are not quite so well off, around    
thirty-ninth. This puts us ahead of France but way below the 
USA. But again, this doesn’t tell the whole story. The distri-
bution of wealth is probably a better measure. Here we are 
below the level of the EU as a whole and also below coun-
tries such as Bangladesh and Kazakhstan, where we might 
think of ourselves as having a more equitable income distri-
bution.  

The truth is that many people in the UK are poor. 
The evidence is all around us with more and more people 
needing food banks to feed their families, a benefits system 
that forces claimants to wait and gives little incentive to take 
part-time work. The latter issue seems dangerous in a time 
of coronavirus, where people will be reluctant to self-isolate. 

Perhaps the most disturbing figures concern child 
poverty. The Child Poverty Action Group estimated in 
2017-18, that 30% of UK children live in poverty. Figures 
echoed by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the       
Children’s Society. The Guardian reported in May 2019 that 
the level was 50% in 10 constituencies. A report in 2019 on 
behalf of the UN called poverty in the UK, ‘systematic’ and 
‘tragic’. 

From the comfortable position of many of us in town 
it is sometimes difficult to think what can be done against 
such a large-scale problem.  Obviously, action of            
government is key here, but we can do our bit by supporting 
one or more of our community organisations that either  
assist those in difficulty or provide support to stop them 
experiencing a downward spiral of poverty and despair. 

Michael McCormick 

 

 

 

Last month,  
Teignbridge   

District Council 
held its annual 
Civic Service in 

Chudleigh Parish 
Church. It was 
attended by 38 
dignitaries and 

raised £386.70 for 
the Citizens Advice    
outreach in No 1 

The Square 

Teignbridge District Council Monthly Report 

You can read the latest report from Chudleigh’s 
TDC councillors, Richard Keeling and Lorraine 

Evans, by clicking here. 

mailto:castlek@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/tdc-report.pdf
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The latest issue of the Community and      
Voluntary Services monthly Funding News is 
available now. It is packed with opportunities 
for grants and other funding options for 
charities and community organisations. You 
can download it from the Chudleigh Phoenix 
website by clicking here. 

Teignbridge CVS also posts funding           
opportunities daily on Facebook and Twitter. 

Resources available to small businesses via your local 

Growth Hub 

 

Consult our website; Email us;  

 

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

It may be cold outside, but there’s a warm glow 

spreading out across the whole of Devon. From 
coast to countryside, villages and towns to cities, 
LOVE Devon is bringing communities together to 
support themselves and each other and to        
celebrate everything that is good and glorious 
about living and working in this part of the world. 

LOVE Devon was established by Devon 
Communities Together which is approaching its 
60th birthday. The independent charity was set up 
to help communities help themselves, and LOVE 
Devon was established as a way of raising   
awareness and raising much-needed funds. 

The charity’s key objectives are to ensure 
Devon’s communities are given the support they 
need to address the issues that affect them; to help 
them become more resourceful and resilient and 
to build places that are healthier, more vibrant and 
inclusive with improved well-being. 

LOVE Devon is unashamedly proud of its 
people and places and there’s a whole raft of  
enterprises. Projects include the Village Halls 
Service which keeps the buildings at the heart of 
any community beating, and the Big Energy   
Saving Network which tackles the issue of fuel 
poverty, worse in rural areas where there is     
limited access to the mains gas network. 

There are important challenges facing 
everyone in Devon including affordable housing, 
entrepreneurship, rural isolation and loneliness, 
the environment and sustainability. But for every 
challenge, LOVE Devon has a creative way of 
approaching it. 

If you love Devon, get involved! Join in 
with fundraising, access help and advice or simply 
spread the word. Go to Facebook, Twitter, or  
Instagram or the Devon Communities Together 
website.  

Love Devon? 

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/fundingnewsmar20pdf.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TeignCVS/
https://twitter.com/teigncvs
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
https://www.facebook.com/lovedevon2016/
https://twitter.com/lovedevon
https://www.instagram.com/loving__devon/
http://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/
http://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/
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Coronavirus 

Given the current public health concerns I thought it would be 
useful to advise you of the current state of play at the Town Hall. 

Over the course of a day many people pass through the 
Town Hall so we are concentrating our efforts in making that as 
risk-free as possible. We have asked our contract cleaners to    
concentrate their efforts on those surfaces that people regularly 
touch: door handles, taps, kitchen work surfaces etc. We have 
three sets of toilets in the building and will be encouraging users to 
take advantage of the hand washing facilities therein. We are 
awaiting a delivery of sanitizer gel and will be installing gel    
dispensers at the main entrances. 

We currently have no plans to shut the Town Hall to hirers. 
It is our intention to continue to facilitate the full range of        
activities at the Town Hall. That will only change if Public Health 
England issues contrary advice. If that happens we will contact all 
our hirers and post the information on our website and Facebook 
page. 

Whether or not this happens we fully expect to be able to 
keep the Town Council offices open though we would encourage 
the public to contact us by telephone or email rather than calling 
in. In the event of an out-of-hours emergency I can be contacted 
on 01626 873790.  

I am very aware that this is a fluid and fast-moving       
situation so, by the time you read this, it may already be out of 
date. For up to date information, visit our website or Facebook 
page. To keep up to date with the national picture, visit 
www.nhs.uk.   

 

Filling of vacant Town Councillor posts 

In January, Richard Keeling and Lorraine Evans resigned as Town 
Councillors. This was due to a mixture of external work pressures 
and the demands of their role as District Councillors. They remain 
in post as Chudleigh’s Teignbridge District Councillors and will 
continue to have a close relationship with the Town Council. 

These resignations required me to advertise that two posts 
were now vacant, inviting residents to take the opportunity to ask 
for a formal election. The closing date for such requests was on 
Monday 2nd March. Ten requests trigger an election. In our case 
there were thirty-four such requests. 

The election for the two vacant posts was scheduled for  
Thursday 7th May, the same date as the election for the post of 
Police & Crime Commissioner. The local election have now been 
postponed for a year in response to the coronavirus situation. 
Information regarding the filling of the two posts on CTC will 
be provided as soon as it is available. 

 

VE Day 

The 75th anniversary of VE Day will be commemorated on Friday 
8th May. To mark this event, Alan Brunton has organised an   
afternoon of entertainment with refreshments at the Town Hall. in 
the Woodway Room run from 3pm to 5.30pm. For full details, see 
poster on page 8. 

Tickets for the event are £5 and are available from the 
Town Hall or by telephoning Alan Brunton on 01626 
852714.There are a limited number of tickets so early purchase is 
recommended. 

 

Respect—Protect—Enjoy 

As spring fast approaches it’s a time of year when people are 
thinking about getting out into the countryside so it seems timely 

to reproduce the main aspects of the countryside code: 
 

Respect other people: 

• consider the local community and other people enjoying 
the outdoors 

• leave gates and property as you find them and follow paths 
unless wider access is available 

 
Protect the natural environment: 

• leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 

• • keep dogs under effective control 
 

Enjoy the outdoors: 

• plan ahead and be prepared 

• follow advice and local signs 
 

You can read the full countryside code on the UK government 
website by clicking here. 
 
 

S.O.S from HITS 
 

We, along with many other foodbanks, are running 
extremely low on products. We are okay for Pasta, 
beans and soup right now. We only have a week’s 

worth of stock of: 

 

• Long life milk and fruit juice 

• Tinned potatoes, custard and rice pudding 

• Jars of pasta or curry sauce 

• Instant/pot noodles 

 

We will do our ultimate to continue services as best we 
can. However, with a lot of our volunteers at risk of the 
virus we may well be looking for more volunteers, to 

include drivers. 

 

We will put out a further statement as and when we 

need to 

 

Please share among your  

contacts. Thank you 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  

Town Hall News with John Carlton 
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 

March 2020 

https://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ChudleighTownCouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/ChudleighTownCouncil/
https://www.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code/the-countryside-code
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Monday 16th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: Rest Centre, 
10am Cancelled. 

Folk Band/Dancing: Woodway Room, 
7pm/8pm, details page 3. 

Wednesday 18th 
U3A: Robert Hesketh with Devon    
Festivals, Woodway Room, 10am to 12 

noon. 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing Café, 
No 1 The Square, 10am, details page 
3. 
Town Council: Planning Committee, 

Town Hall, 7pm. 
Graham Herbert Talk: Parish Church, 
7.45pm, details page 10. 

Thursday 19th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 
Teignmouth Poetry Festival: Details 
page 2. 

Friday 20th 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing Café, 
No 1 The Square, 10am, details page 
3. 
Amenity Society: Darrin Hewings with 

Sibelco Clay Mining, Town Hall, 
7.30pm, details page 4. Preceded by 
AGM at 7pm. 
Teignmouth Poetry Festival: Details 
page 2. 

Saturday 21st 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 

Wild About Chudleigh: Making Seed 
Bombs, Town Hall, 12noon, details 
page 12. 
Board Games Night: No 1, The 
Square, 6pm, details page 2. 

Teignmouth Poetry Festival: Details 
page 2. 

 Sunday 22nd 
National Trust: Guided walk, details 
page 9. 

Teignmouth Poetry Festival: Details 
page 2. 

Monday 23rd 
Folk Band/Dancing: Woodway Room, 
7pm/8pm, details page 3. 

Wednesday 25th 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing Café, 
No 1 The Square, 10am, details page 
3. 
Graham Herbert Talk: Parish Church, 

7.45pm, details page 10. 
 

Thursday 26th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 

Friday 27th 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing Café, 
No 1 The Square, 10am, details page 

3. 
NADSA Concert: Newton Abbot, 
7.30pm, details page 9. 

Saturday 28th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am. 
Messy Church: Parish Church, 3.30pm 
to 5.30pm. 

Sunday 29th 
Wild About Chudleigh: Oldway    
project, details page 4. 
National Trust: Guided walk, details 
page 9. 

Monday 30th 
Folk Band/Dancing: Woodway Room, 
7pm/8pm, details page 3. 

Tuesday 31st 
Town Council: Town Hall and Finance 

Committee, Town Hall, 7pm. 
 

Wednesday 1st 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing Café, 
No 1 The Square, 10am, details page 
3. 
WI: Michael Watkins with Silk Painting, 

Rest Centre, 7.30pm. 
Thursday 2nd 

Produce Market: Outside Town Hall, 
8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 

Square, by appointment. 
Friday 3rd 

@The Square: Renew Wellbeing Café, 
No 1 The Square, 10am, details page 
3. 

History Group: Bill Horner with Roman 
Devon, Town Hall, 7.30pm, details 
page 3. 

Saturday 4th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
S.A.N.D.S Coffee Morning: Rest    
Centre, 10am. 
Stover Park: Easter Trail, 11am, details 
page 10. 

Wild About Chudleigh: Planting    
Sunflowers, Town Hall, 12noon, details 
page 12. 

APRIL 

MARCH 

March 2020 

Sunday 5th 
National Trust: Guided walk,    

details page 9. 
Monday 6th 

Town Council: Full council meeting, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Wednesday 8th 

@The Square: Renew Wellbeing 
Café, No 1 The Square, 10am,  
details page 3. 

Thursday 9th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy date for 

April issue. 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside 
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 

Friday 10th 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing 
Café, No 1 The Square, 10am,  
details page 3. 

Saturday 11th 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside 
Town Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Bags of Hope Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 
No 1 The Square: Easter Garden 

Trail and Family Fun Afternoon, The 
Square, 1pm, details page 10. 

Sunday 12th 
National Trust: Guided walk,    
details page 9. 

Wednesday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: April issue due 
out. 
@The Square: Renew Wellbeing 
Café, No 1 The Square, 10am,  

details page 3. 
Town Council: Planning Committee 
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm. 
 
 

Please note: All details 
correct at the time of 
print (Sunday 15th 
March). But due to the 
coronavirus situation, 
changes are  possible. 
D o  c h e c k  w i t h           
organisers for latest  
details. 
 
Supplementary issues 
of Chudleigh Phoenix 
with updates will be 
posted during the 
month. 


