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LRS Designs  
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From the Editor  

I really thought I was going to 

be short of material for this 
month’s Chudleigh Phoenix 
and then, along came  some 
last-minute items and we’re not 
only full; we’re back up to  
fourteen pages. And I’ve lost 
half my editorial space again! 
So I just have room to point out 
a couple of major items from 
this month’s issue.  

Planning applications 
can be contentious, especially 
when they involve lots of new 
houses. But we often lack the 
hard data to back up our     
objections. The Housing Needs 
Survey, which will be dropping 
through your letterboxes in the 
next couple of weeks, is an  
attempt by the Town Council to 

get some hard data on what 
level and type of housing we 
need now and in the future. 
Please read the articles on 
pages 12 and 13. Fill in the 
survey.  And then come along 
to the Town Hall on 14th 
April. There will be cake! 
And we’ll learn who has won 
this year’s Citizen’s Award. 

Here at CP, we are 
always happy to advertise 
events going on in town, and 
as usual, there’s a lot coming 
up this month. But, please 
forgive an extra plug for Red 
Earth Opera who will be 
performing a programme of 
well-known arias on Sunday 
18th March. There will be 
some familiar faces in the 
line-up. And we’d love to see 
you there! (Details page 5.) 

Kate 

The Children’s Voice 
 

No Children’s Voice on page 3 this month. We are taking a 
short break, but will be back very soon. 

Copy date 31st March for the April issue. Reserve your space in   
advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The  
editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 
Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

 

A good book… 
The perfect, calorie-free Easter present 

for the reader in your life… 

www.elizabethducie.co.uk 

Friends of   
Chudleigh Library 
from Chairman, Douglas Neely 

If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh     
Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469  

Although it is a little way off, I thought I would give early   

warning of the first author talk of 2018 to be held in the Library. 
TP Fielden will be visiting us on Wednesday 6th June at 7pm to 
talk about his two Devon-set Miss Dymont crime novels. The 
following quote taken from his press release describes the content 
of his books. “No.1 Ladies Detective Agency meets The Durrells 
in this golden age crime caper set in 1950s picturesque South 
Devon.” Some of you may well have seen him on Spotlight last 
year promoting the hardback publication of his new book which 
will be coming out in paperback in June. Tickets for this event 
will go on sale from the Library in early April.  

I am also delighted to announce that I have managed to 
rearrange our visit from Lesley Pearse that sadly had to be      
cancelled last year due to her unfortunate accident. She will be 
visiting the Library on Wednesday 5th September, at 2.30pm.  

Can I remind everyone that we have a very fine selection 
of second-hand books available to purchase from the Library. 
This is a valuable income source for us. We have had some very 
generous donations lately, so if you have not had a look through 
our stock in the last couple of months, it would be well worth 
your time. 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk


 

 

Page 3 

Amenity Society News 

Lime Kilns are much more 

common than most people 
realise! John Risdon from 
Galmpton told us at our 
February meeting that his 
local History Group has 
identified more than seventy 
in the coastal area from 
Torquay around to Totnes. 
In the parish of Chudleigh, 
there are probably twenty, 
one for each of the quarries 
in our parish. A particularly 
fine group is the cluster of 
four at Kerswell. However 
most kilns are single and 
served a specific purpose, 
providing quick lime for use 
as a fertiliser or slaked lime for the manufacture of lime mortar. 
Slaked lime was also used to sterilise surfaces, as a cleansing 
agent, and in the manufacture of lime putty and lime washes. 

Each kiln consisted of an egg shaped container with an 
open top and a  narrowed vent or throat at the base. Three   
designs of opening into the vent were described: triangular; 
archways; and archways with a lintel at the top. Kilns were 
nearly always built into hillsides and that aided loading from 
the top. Alternate layers of cobbled limestone and fuel were 
packed into the  kiln which was then fired from the bottom and 
through vents in the sides of the throat for around twenty four 
hours, with cooling for a further twenty four hours before    
harvesting. 

Old lime kilns are a uniform size and there is a good 
reason why. Their operation had to be very carefully controlled 
and besides requiring highly skilled loaders and burners, the 
kiln contents had also to be a more or less standard volume and 
weight.   

It was a huge industry but the coming of the railways 
and the move from sail to  steam at sea resulted in its demise so 
that by the 1920s very few were left although one operated in 
Chudleigh  until the 1930s. 

 
Our next talk is at 7.30 pm on 16th March when Dave 

Smallshire will be telling us about Chudleigh’s Amazing   
Wildlife. The talk will be preceded by our AGM at 7pm and at 
6.45pm by the unveiling by our mayor, Mike Underwood, of 
the first of our new mosaics which will be on the wall of the 
Woodway Room.  (See article on page 8. Ed.) 

 
There is also an extra talk on Friday 23rd March, jointly 

hosted by CADAS and Chudleigh Wild. The subject will be 
Martins, Swallows and Swifts and will be given by John     
Walters. (See poster on page 6. Ed.) 

 
Thanks to the efforts of Tony Woodville, we have been 

invited to visit the Bell Tower at Exeter Cathedral on 17th 
March. We shall be shown round by the Ringing Master prior 
the monthly bell ringers practice. It promises to be a wonderful 
visit but we have been warned that it is only for the fit as the 
many steps to the belfry are dark, steep and uneven! 

 
 
 

Film Society News  
 

Our next screening, on Friday 13th 

April, will be The Book Thief (Cert 12, 
123 min), a wartime drama based on 
Marcus Zusak’s novel. 

It tells the story of foster parents, 
Hans (Geoffrey Rush) and Rosa (Emily 
Watson) taking in an orphan, Liesel 
(Sophie Nélisse) on the eve of the     
Second World War. The couple do their 
best for Liesel, encouraging her to read, 
but their lives are put at risk as they are 
protecting a Jewish refugee. 

Screening takes place at 8pm in 
the Woodway Room of Chudleigh Town 
Hall (Woodway St entrance); doors open 
at 7.15pm. Admission is £6 on the door 
for non-members and refreshments are for sale beforehand. Full 
details can be obtained at www.chudleighfilmsociety.org or from 
01626 852239. 

 We would like to thank everyone who has supported the  
recent contribution to Chudleigh Youth Centre from the    
Co-op Community Fund. We do value this financial help.   

 

 On Saturday 21st April we are holding a Coffee Morning at 
the Rest Centre, from 10am to 11.30am. Do join us if you can 
for a cuppa and a chat.  

 

 Our AGM will be held on Monday 24th April in the Sports 
Hall at the Youth Centre at 7.30pm. Refreshments will be 
available at the conclusion of the meeting. All welcome.  

 

 A date for your diary: We are holding a Come Dine with Us 
evening on Saturday 5th May. A three course meal will be 
provided and the event will include entertainment. Tickets 
will be available from Dandelion and Sue Metcalfe on 01626 
853651.   

Youth Centre Update 

Frances Daysh: Treasurer, dayshfrances5@hotmail.com, 853173 
Lyn Paris : everything else, lyn.paris@outlook.com, 852090 

Julie Rayner: work sessions, julierayner194@yahoo.co.uk, 835432 

Chudleigh Rotters  
The first session of the year was  
postponed on 3rd March due to snow. 
 

The revised first session of the year, scheduled for 
10th March, was postponed due to rain. 
 

Hoping for third time lucky, the first session of the 
year is now scheduled for 17th March. Here’s hoping 

we get sunshine this time! 

http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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Red Earth Opera is returning to       

Chudleigh on Sunday 18th March for  
Another Night at the Opera. The         
programme will be a mix of favourite 
overtures and arias for orchestra, soloists 
and chorus. 

The company, which is the    
brainchild of Jane Anderson Brown, pairs 
professional soloists with local singers 
and musicians. And what soloists!  

Mari Wyn Williams has          
performed at venues worldwide        
including Westminster Abbey, the   
Waldorf Astoria in New York, the   
British Embassy in Paris and Hong 
Kong. Mari also performed at the Wales 
Millennium Centre alongside Dame Kiri 
Te Kanawa and Dennis O'Neill. In 
2013, she won third place at the     
Montserrat Caballe Competition in  
Zaragoza. Other competitions successes 
include finalist at the London Wagner 
competition and finalist at the Elizabeth 

Connell competition in Sydney. Among 
other works, Mari will be reprising her 
role as Electra, singing  her final aria from 
Idomeneo. Anyone who saw the Red 
Earth Opera production in 2015 will know 
to expect vocal fireworks. And to anyone 
who missed it first time around, you are in 
for a real treat. 

Mezzo-soprano Helena Payne gave 
a brilliant debut performance with Red 
Earth Opera last year, singing the role of 
Annio, in  La Clemenza Di Tito. She is 
delighted to be returning for this concert, 
where she will be performing, among 
other arias, the closing scene from Dido 
and Aeneas. 

The chorus includes a number of 
singers from Chudleigh and many of the 
musicians are from the locality as well. 

This promises to be a great     
evening of music, but it means a lot less 
without an audience, It would be great if 
the Parish Church was full! Tickets are 
available now; details on poster above. 

 

A real treat in store for the audience: soloists Mari Wyn 
Williams (above) and Helena Payne (below left) will be 

performing with Red Earth Opera orchestra and chorus in 
Chudleigh Parish Church on Sunday 18th March 
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It feels as though spring might be nearly here; native daffodils, 

snowdrops and primroses planted at Millstream Meadow and 
some of the verges have come, and almost gone. A nice reward 
for the volunteers, who have been planting more, since the 
weather has improved. 

We should thank Nick Walters and Eric Mahy, with the 
other volunteers, Jo, Anne, Bridget and Liz who keep the 
planters in the town centre looking good. If anybody else 
wants to contribute with a bit of public gardening, please get in 
touch. We are extending to the Cider Press roundabout at the 
top of Market Way but also need ongoing help at the Sensory 
and Bat Gardens. 

I hope some of you managed to go to the talks by our 
local naturalist TV heroes, Dave Smallshire and John Walters, 
featured on Hugh’s Wild West. Worth catching up if you 
missed them. Chudleigh WILD are planning events involving  
trees, hedges and swifts, so watch your local telegraph poles. 

The bat recorder can be borrowed again from the town 
hall; book online at devonbatproject.org, and also look at the 
programme of events, some in Chudleigh, and the films     
featuring Chudleigh. 

Tessa Frost 

devonbatproject.org


 

 

For anyone familiar with Peter Whittle’s usual material, Mind the 

Gap was a very different experience indeed. Gone were the catchy 
ditties and the sardonic side-swipes at modern-day life. In its 
place, we had a short, but intensely thought-provoking piece of 
theatre exploring the relationship between a mother and a daughter 
as the former gradually succumbs to Dementia. 

This was essentially a double-hander and the two main 
parts were played beautifully. Jane Anderson-Brown used her 
wonderful singing voice to bring us the mother, Audrey, a strong, 
capable character gradually fading away. And Angela Healey 
played a blinder as the put-upon daughter, Libby. Her one-sided 
telephone conversations with her absent brother were masterful. 

The main leads were ably supported by Dave Renwick as 
handyman, William Padgett; and Laura Scales as Jennifer       
Cartwright, a social worker more caring than useful. 

For the first time, this Arne House Production ran over two 
weekends in different venues. I saw it in Chudleigh Town Hall, 
and while not an ideal location, not least for the back-stage crew 
who were working in a very tight formation, it was nice to see the 
play ‘on home ground’. 

I was also lucky enough to be there for the after-play talk 
by Gina Awad from the Exeter Dementia Action Alliance. As we 
are all living longer these days, most of us are touched by this 
issue either directly or indirectly at some point. Gina’s short 
presentation was both interesting and informative. 

But the last word must go to Peter himself. Some lovely 
music, beautifully understated. Who Is That Woman was          
particularly touching. 

Not an easy evening; quite a challenging one, in fact. But 
very worthwhile for all that. Well done, Arne House Productions. 

 
Kate McCormick reviews the latest          
production from Chudleigh’s own Peter  
Whittle and Arne House Productions 
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Chudfest Update… 
 
Tickets for the Live Sixties Music Night 

fundraiser with Carnaby Street have 
flown out of the box office this last week faster than Sandy Shaw can 
kick off her shoes! 

Thank You to all of you who have purchased. We can't wait 
to see some great sixties fancy dress, and some hippy dance moves! 

We are down to the final few tickets now, so if you'd still like 
to join us on Saturday 24th March at 7pm at CHUDLEIGH 
SCHOOL HALL, email lisachudfest@gmail.com with the number 
you wish to reserve. Tickets cost £12.50 each, can be paid for online 
and collected on the door . 

There will be a prize for the best fancy dress too! 
 

Looking ahead to the summer, the annual Save The Date cards  for 

the Chudleigh Summer Spectacular have been finalised and will be 
delivered to every house in Chudleigh in due course. Together with 
the Chudleigh Carnival Committee we have another year of great 
events for you. 

We can't wait to get started! 
WATCH THIS SPACE! 
 

There are still a couple of day-time slots free in the marquee    

schedule for this July, so if you fancy booking this great space and 
running your own event, email lisachudfest@gmail.com today. 
 
 

http://www.exeterdementia.org.uk
mailto:lisachudfest@gmail.com
mailto:lisachudfest@gmail.com
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In May 2015, Lord Clifford unveiled this magnificent mosaic   

commissioned by the Chudleigh and District Amenity Society and  
created by Michelle Greenwood Brown, a member of the Devon 
Guild of Craftsmen. It is fixed to the gable wall of 5 Fore Street 
and depicts many of the historical aspects of Chudleigh,  past and 
present. 

 The Chudleigh History Group has identified many specific 
sites of importance in the Town and these are contained in their 
excellent publication: The Chudleigh Town Trail and Guide.    
CADAS has always hoped to mark some of these sites by        
additional smaller mosaics placed on appropriate walls. 

The Second Mosaic Project was started in 2016. Firstly, it 
was necessary to raise sufficient funds and we have benefited from 
donations given by the local Rotary Club and the Executors of the 
late Patricia Johnson King, one of our members. In addition, grants 
have been received from Chudleigh Town Council and our District 
Councillors Fund. 

It was always conceived that this should be a Community 
Project involving the children of the Chudleigh CE VC           
Community Primary School. Unfortunately our original artist was 
too busy to take on this challenge but we were ably assisted by a 
Devon County organisation called DAISI (Devon Art In School 
Initiative) who not only found another artist but took over the  
administration of the project . 

Initially it was hoped that mosaics could be placed on some 
of our listed buildings such as Alpha House and the Wheel.      
Although the owners of the properties were very supportive, it 
soon became apparent that planning permission would be required 
and that the scheduling of the project within the school term would 
not allow us sufficient time to take this forward. It was finally 
decided to create mosaics for the Library, the Woodway Room in 
the Town Hall and the Constitution Club. The children were 
tasked with researching the history of each site and then putting 
forward ideas of how this history could be depicted. Working with 
Monica  Shanty Brown, the artist, they have truly created some 
remarkable pieces, as you can see here. 

 

 The unveiling of the first of these mosaics (above) will 
take place on Friday 16th March in the Woodway Room before the 
CADAS AGM.  

Mosaics In Chudleigh 

 

 

This mosaic, left,  will be 
located on the outside of 
the library, the site of the 
town’s previous primary 
school.  

 

 

The third mosaic, right,  
will be located on the 
wall of the Constitution 
Club opposite the Parish 
Church. 

CADAS invites the children who were involved in 
this project, and their parents, to come along to the 
Woodway Room on Friday 16th March at 6.45pm to 

help celebrate this project. 
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Chasing Unicorns is a     
collection of short stories 
for adults and children 
 
All proceeds to Rowcroft 
Hospice 
 

Click here to order 

Raising Money for Rowcroft 
and MIND 

For those of you who 

don't know me, my 
name is Mark 'Wally' 
Waldron and I am    
fifty-four years old. 

I have been 
growing my hair since 
the age of twenty-five 
and have had my   
dreadlocks for seventeen 
years. People know me 
for my hair, even if they 
don't know my name, I 
am the guy with the 
dreads. 

I have made the 
decision to part with my 
dreadlocks to raise  
money for two charities 
close to my heart. 
Rowcroft Hospice and 
MIND. These charities 
have supported myself 
and my family and I 
would love to give 
something back for the 
amazing work they do. 

Please donate 
anything you can      
because every penny 
makes a pound and every pound I raise is split evenly  
between both charities. 

 
This event will take place on 20th April. Mark is 

hoping to raise £2,000. As of 13th March, the total stands 
at £340. You can make a donation now by clicking here. 

   Beginner’s Yoga 

     Tuesdays 7pm—8pm 

     Chudleigh Youth Centre 

www.facebook.com/lovethehouseyoulivein 

Tel: +44 (0) 7506675356 

Patricia Mander 

Chudleigh Chess Club continues to meet 

each Wednesday at 2pm at Kestor,       
Highlands Park, Chudleigh TQ13 0JZ. We 
have a group of regular players but would 
welcome new members who do not need to 
know how to play; we can teach you!  

We play with Bovey Tracey Chess 
Club at the Edgemoor Hotel on the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday evenings of the month.  

We are also exploring the possibility 
of setting up an after-school chess club at 
the primary school.  

Contact Mary Anne McFarlane 
852002 for more details. 

 
Chudleigh Chess Club 

http://geni.us/Unicorns
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=MarkWaldron1&pageUrl=1
http://www.facebook.com/lovethehouseyoulivein
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Make A Poppy Appeal… 
During Chudfest, the Church will once 

again be staging a week-long exhibition. 
The theme this year will be 1918...2018 
and commemoration of the WWI       
Armistice will obviously play a major 
role.  

We will use poppies as part of the 
decoration of the church and, in          
particular, to commemorate the seventy-
five men from the town who lost their 
lives in WWI.  

So this is an appeal to all crafters 
in Chudleigh: we need poppies in any medium, measuring 8” 
to 9” (20cm to 23cm).  And the more we can get, the better. 
Get crafting! 

I hope you noticed it’s been Fairtrade Fortnight recently in  

Chudleigh!  
The school children created pictures for bunting which 

was hung up in the town and the Co-op had a splendid display 
along with posters elsewhere. 

On the first Monday, Victor Biwot and Esther 
Chepkwony, tea producers from Kenya, visited Chudleigh school 
for a great morning exploring tea, its production and taste.      
Altogether there were seven schools represented from the area 
and of course having Fairtrade snacks in their break. Victor even 
brought his very large basket used to collect the tea leaves and 
apron to protect the picker. 

Afterwards the guests joined the Mayor, Cllr Mike      
Underwood and some members of the town council, clergy, the 
Fairtrade Steering group and SEARCH for a delicious lunch in 
the Rest Centre, cooked using as many Fairtrade ingredients as 
possible. Victor and Esther talked to everyone about the benefits 
of the Fairtrade premium to their community. For example they 
have brought water into the compound to save walking between 
two and four kilometres to fetch it; a local health centre and extra 
classrooms for the school have been built. Esther has said that the 
Fairtrade premium has really improved her life and that of her 
family. 

Following lunch the visitors went to the Co-op and were 
shown around by Matt Hooper, the Manager, who was delighted 
to see the smiles on 
their faces as they 
saw the variety of 
Fairtrade products 
in the store. 

Margaret 
Parsons  

  

SEARCH supported the Fairtrade steering group and 

Chudleigh Town Council for a Fairtrade fortnight lunch event 
with Victor Biwot and Esther Chepkwony from Sireet Tea 
producers in the Nandi Hills in Kenya. (See separate article 
from Margaret Parsons, left. Ed.)  

Future events include a workshop on 25th May to   
explore how older dwellings can be made more energy       
efficient and a fun day (date to be set) during the summer   
holidays for children to learn about alternatives to single use 
plastics. We are also meeting with interested individuals and 
organisations to expand visiting and the involvement of   
Chudleigh residents in the town’s activities and volunteering 
opportunities.  

On 17th April at 11am we are meeting in the Town 
Hall to discuss the feasibility of having a community fridge! 
To see how this works elsewhere see the network: 
www.hubbub.org.uk/Event/community-fridge-network. All 
welcome. We are also planning activities for refugee week, 
starting on 18th June. 

We meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 5pm at 
Kestor, Highlands Park,Chudleigh, TQ13 0JZ. 

Mary Anne Macfarlane 

Fairtrade Fortnight SEARCH Update 

Appeal for       
Cabinets… 
We have been offered the loan of 

some wonderful memorabilia for the 
1918...2018 exhibition.  However, we 
are in urgent need of suitable display 
units. So if you have any cabinets or 
cases—whatever the shape, size or  
design—that we could borrow in July, 
please contact Alan Brunton on 852714 
or email him:  

alanebrunton@btinternet.com 

http://www.hubbub.org.uk/Event/community-fridge-network
mailto:alanebrunton@btinternet.com
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Looking 
For      
Advice? 
 
CAB are in 
Chudleigh 
on      
Thursdays 
 
 
 

 

News has reached the Chudleigh Phoenix office of a     
number of opportunities and benefits for local businesses 
through the Growth Hub: 

Free 1:1 Business Review Available 

If you operate in any of the following industries, you may 
be eligible for a fully-funded 1:1 session with a Business 
Advisor: 

• Agriculture and fisheries 

• Farm diversification 

• Food processing 

• Tourism 

• Retail 

• Care sector and services such as childcare and   
nursing homes 

• Social Enterprises 

 

Support 4 Start Ups Event 

R&D Tax Credits 

You have until 31st March to claim tax credits for          
innovative R&D projects undertaken in the 2015/6 tax year. 

 

For details of these initiatives and other ways in 
which your business can get support, visit the 

Growth Hub website. 

 

https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
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All residents of Chudleigh are invited to take tea/coffee 
and cake at the Town Hall on Saturday 14th April,   

between 12 noon and 4pm. 

This year, the Annual Town Meeting will be a little      
different as it coincides with our Housing Needs Survey Event.  
All residents will have received a copy of the questionnaire,   
dealing both with affordable and market cost housing.  The Town 
Council needs the survey so we have better control over new   
housing developments. We want to have the housing that      
Chudleigh needs. 

The Annual Meeting will be a ‘drop in’ affair with the 
Town Hall open between 12 noon and 4pm.  Community         
organisations will be there to chat to or join.  Housing staff from 
Teignbridge District Council and Devon Communities Together 
will be available to discuss housing needs in private.  

And we will be presenting the Citizen’s Award at 
2.30pm. 

Come along to see what the town does. 
Michael L McCormick,  

Chair, Chudleigh Town Council Planning Committee 

Annual Town Meeting and 
Housing Survey: An Invitation 

Voluntary Voice Programme  
Having a strong voluntary sector voice at a strategic level is vital. 
One way this is achieved is through the Voluntary Voice       
programme. This is the process through which representatives 
from organisations obtain their mandate to speak on behalf of the 
sector at various strategic partnerships. Elected representatives 
hold the post for two years.   

Elections for a Lead and Deputy Representatives are  
being held for the following partnerships: 

• Devon Strategic Partnership 

• Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 

• Provider Engagement Network (PEN) 

• Safer Devon Partnership 

• Local Nature Partnership 
The timetable for the Voluntary Voice Elections is set out 

below: 

• Expressions of interest invited between 12th March 
and 25th March 

• Devon based voluntary groups are able to vote for 
representatives between 2nd April and 15th April. 

• Newly elected representatives and Strategic          
Partnerships notified week beginning 23rd April.  

• Posts taken up - 1st May 2018 



 

 

 

There’s no business like snow business 

The standing joke for at least the last five years has been 
that not a snowflake fell on Chudleigh since we purchased a shed 
load of road grit. Well, that certainly changed earlier this month. 

For the first time in many years, leaving aside a couple of 
false alarms, the Town Hall was opened as a rescue centre to 
house stranded travellers from Telegraph Hill and Haldon. On 
previous occasions, the rescue centre was taken over by staff from 
Devon County Council’s emergency response team. This time it 
was left to the town council staff to organise and run the centre 
which made it something of a learning curve. In the end, we only 
had to assist nine people, but still had to keep the centre fully 
staffed for the 24-hour period until we were stood down. Special 
thanks are due to Amii Shelley and Gary Martin who staffed the 
centre overnight. They now know it is quite impossible to sleep in 
an office chair. 

A big thanks is also due to the members of the Town    
Council who took it in turns to cover two hour shifts. Thanks also 
to Chudleigh Chippie and Harveys who went out of their way to 
provide the catering for our guests and our staff; and to the local 
guest houses which were able to provide rooms for some of the 
stranded travellers. I should also mention that several local      
residents dropped in to the town hall during the day and night to 
offer their assistance. In the end we didn’t need them but the offers 
were much appreciated. The community spirit displayed during 
this event is remarkable and highly commendable. 

  

The Linden Homes application for development of land 

at Station Hill 

One victim of the snow was our Planning Committee  
meeting to consider this application, which was scheduled for 1st 
March. This application was last considered by the Town Council 
in June 2017 and at that time, the Council lodged an objection 
against the application, as did several of the statutory consultees. 
As normally happened in such a situation the developer amended 
the application in an attempt to meet the objections lodged. Linden 
Homes have posted a number of revised plans on the planning 
portal and the application is now ready to be reconsidered. You 
can view the application on the District Council’s website under 
the reference number 17/01099/MAJ. 

We have now rescheduled our planning committee meeting 
and it will be held on Tuesday 20th March at 7pm in the Woodway 
Room. This meeting is open to the public and will give local    
residents the opportunity to tell councillors what they think about 
the revised application. 

 

Number plate theft 

If you want to buy a set of number plates from a legitimate 
supplier you will have to present the vehicle registration document 
and prove who you are, so thieves often resort to stealing number 
plates from a car on the street or in the quiet corner of a car park. 

 
Why do people steal number plates? Number plates are stolen 
by people who don’t want to be found out when they commit   
certain crimes. These crimes include: 

• Speeding 

• Illegal parking 

• Not paying congestion charges 

• Driving away from a petrol forecourt without paying 

• Not paying for parking tickets or speeding fines 

• ‘Disguising’ a stolen vehicle. 
Vehicles with stolen number plates have also been used in 

more serious crimes such as kidnap and robbery. 
 

What are the benefits of theft resistant number plates? The 
benefits of theft resistant number plates include: 

• Reducing the number of car owners faced with motoring 
related fines for something they didn’t do. 

• Preventing vehicle cloning (copying the identity of a 
similar vehicle) and reselling them to unsuspecting    
motorists. 

 
What do I do if my number plates have been stolen? If your 
number plates are stolen, the DVLA advises you to report the theft 
to the police. If you receive fines or correspondence after the theft, 
you should return them immediately to the issuing authority with 
an explanation and any documentary evidence. 
 

What is the housing need in Chudleigh? 

We constantly hear that we have a housing crisis in the 
UK. In recent times successive governments have tried to fix the 
problem and now the nation is being asked to increase the number 
of new houses being built. Inevitably, that is impacting on us   
locally and the town council wishes to establish the extent of the 
housing need in the town and the nature and size of dwellings that 
are required to meet those needs. 

The best way to do this is to conduct a Housing Needs  
Survey. We will be doing this by distributing a questionnaire to 
every household in Chudleigh this month. We are carrying out this 
exercise in partnership with the District Council and Devon    
Communities Together (DCT). DCT is an independent non-profit 
making charity, based in Exeter, and is part of the Devon Rural 
Housing Partnership. They will produce an independent report for 
Chudleigh based on the data provided by the questionnaires. 

What do we mean when we talk about housing need? It can 
include newly forming households; mature children who would 
like to leave the parental home; a family member moving back to 
the town; or senior residents looking for more practical            
accommodation. It could also include upsizing and downsizing. 

If your need is for social or affordable housing you need to 
register with Devon Home Choice. This is, effectively, the local 
housing register. Being on the register means that you can “bid” 
for a particular social housing property when it is advertised.  

Whether you consider yourself in housing need or not, 
please take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire. We need 
to ensure that the data we gather is as comprehensive as possible. 
The information gathered will greatly assist decision making by 
the Town and District Councils regarding the right housing mix 
when considering applications for new developments. 

We are following up the questionnaire with a housing 
needs event at the Town Hall on Saturday 14th April from 12 noon 
to 4pm. This event will be attended by the Devon Rural Housing 
Partnership team and by Devon Home Choice. This is your      
opportunity to meet them and discuss your needs with them. The 
event will also be attended by your town councillors who are 
available to field your complaints, questions and suggestions about 
any issue pertinent to Chudleigh.   
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Thursday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: March 
issue due out.  

Carnival Committee: Bingo, 
Town Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm, 
details page 6. 

Friday 16th 
Amenity Society: Unveiling of 

mosaic, Woodway Room, 
6.45pm, details page 8. 
Amenity Society: Annual   
General Meeting, Woodway 
Room, 7pm. 

Amenity Society:  Dave    
Smallshire with Chudleigh’s 
Amazing Wildlife, Woodway 
Room, 7.30pm, details page 3. 

Saturday 17th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
WI Coffee Morning:  Rest   
Centre, 10am. 

Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 
session, allotments, 10am,   
details page 3. 
Amenity Society: Visit to Exeter 
Cathedral, details page 3. 

Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Sunday 18th 
Chudleigh Baptists: Board 
Games Night, No 1 The Square,  

6pm to 9pm. 
Red Earth Opera: Concert,  
Parish Church, 7.30pm, details 
page 5. 

Tuesday 20th 

Town Council: Planning    
Meeting,  Town Hall, 7pm,  
details page 13. 

Wednesday 21st 
Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 

12.30pm, details page 4. 
Choir 86: Concert, Parish 
Church, 7.30pm, details page 
4. 

Thursday 22nd 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 

details page 11. 
Friday 23rd 

Town Council: Closing date for 
Citizen’s Award nominations. 
Amenity Society/Chudleigh 

WILD: John Walters with Swifts, 
S w a l l o w s  a nd  M a r t i n s ,     
Woodway Room, 7.30pm,  
details page 6. 

 

Saturday 24th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Film Society Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Chudfest: Carnaby Street Live, 
School Hall, 7pm, details page 

7. 
Cabaret Sauvignon: Con Club, 
7.30pm, details page 4. 

Thursday 29th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 
details page 11. 

Saturday 31st 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date 
for April issue. 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 

Wednesday 4th 
WI: Devon Air Ambulance, Rest 

MARCH 

On The Beat  
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 
        PC Jon Croft (15661) 

Contact Details:  website 

Emergencies: 999         

General enquiries: 101 

There were a total of nine crimes recorded for 

Chudleigh during the last reporting period,    
broken down as follows:  

Domestic incidents (3): The relevant partner 
agencies have been informed and safeguarding 
for the victims is in place. 

Burglary dwelling: Entry was gained to a    
communal hallway of a block of flats by forcing 
the wooden front door. There was no attempt to 
gain further access to the flats and nothing was 
taken. Enquiries are complete with no suspects or 
witnesses.  

Theft from a motor vehicle: A number of tools 
were taken from an insecure, unattended vehicle. 
The owner was a short distance away. There are 
no suspects or witnesses. A Devon Alert was 
passed to local residents. 

Criminal damage to property: A shed in the 
school grounds, containing PE equipment, was  
entered. Items were thrown around. The padlock 
to the back gate was broken off to gain access to 
the school. There are no suspects, CCTV or  
witnesses. 

Theft by finding (3): 1. Two males have taken 
items from a skip positioned on a private     

driveway. A vehicle was involved and the     
registration number was passed to police.     
However the number was incorrect and there was 
no trace after enquires. 2. A ladder was taken 
from a garden. 3. A caravan was taken from a 
caravan site. The details have been disseminated 
country wide.  

       

Out and About     

Jon and I have been paying attention to the    
following issues in Chudleigh over the last 
month: 

• Parking on pavements and junctions in    
certain areas of Chudleigh, including     
Chudleigh Knighton. Warning notices have 
been placed on several vehicles parked on      
pavements.  

• Patrolling the play parks. 

• Patrolling Chudleigh School at drop off and 
pick up times. 

• Anti-poaching patrols.  

Mark Easton PCSO 30315 

Jon Croft PC 15661 

Centre, 7.30pm. 
Thursday 5th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 
1  T h e  S q u a r e ,  b y            

appointment, details page 
11. 

Friday 6th 
History Group: Paul Rendell 
with Tales of a Dartmoor 

Guide, Woodway Room, 
7.30pm. 

Saturday 7th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  

to 1pm. 
Carnival Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Town Council: Surgery, Town 
Hall, 10am to noon. 

Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 
session, allotments, 10am,   
details page 3. 

Monday 9th 
Town Council: Full council 

meeting, Town Hall, 7pm. 
Tuesday 10th 

Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
C o n t a c t  P h i l  o n 

07702418458 for details. 
Thursday 12th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 

details page 11. 
Friday 13th 

Film Society: The Book Thief 
(12), Woodway Room, 7.15pm 
for 8pm, details page 3. 

Saturday 14th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Mothers’  Union Coffee    

Morning:  Rest Centre, 10am. 
Town Council:  Housing Needs 
Event and Annual Meeting, 
Town Hall, noon to 4pm, details 
pages 12 and 13. 

Sunday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: April issue 
due out.  
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http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

