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Every four years Town and Parish councils are 

required to hold elections. That time is now nearly 

upon us. 

For the most part, town and parish councils 

are non-party political—and, many would say, the 

better for it. That is certainly the case in        

Chudleigh. Electors who wish to stand for the 

council are required to nominate themselves. To 

obtain a nomination pack, you can email:        

electoralservices@teignbridge.gov.uk or telephone 

01626 215104. The nominations have to be     

returned, by hand, to the District  Council between 

25th March and 9th April 2015. 

What happens after that depends upon how 

many nominations have been received. Chudleigh 

Town Council consists of thirteen councillors. If 

there are thirteen nominations or fewer, then all 

those nominated are automatically elected unop-

posed. If there are more than thirteen nominations, 

then there will be a contested election. This will 

take place on Thursday 7th May, the same date as 

the General Election. 

If you are considering becoming a local 

councillor, then have a chat with Town Clerk, 

John Carlton, who can talk to you about what is 

involved and, if you decide to stand, guide you 

through the nomination process. 

As a town councillor, you can achieve a 

great deal for your local community. Over the last 

four years, the current council has generated the 

finance and developed the plans to build a new 

play park and multi-use games area at Fore Street 

Park; done similar at Millstream Meadow where a 

new skate park will be completed by early sum-

mer; and ensured the continuing presence of the 

police in the town by arranging for them to have a 

suite of offices in the town hall. As John Carlton 

said in a recent report: “Being a councillor really 

isn’t just about attending boring meetings and it 

isn’t like Prime Minister’s Questions with people 

hurling insults at each other. It is about working 

together as a group to make the town a better 

place.” So why not think about standing for office 

this May. 

Do You Fancy Standing For Town Council? 

Thanks to our sponsors: 

Webselect 

See page 11 
for more news 
on the coming  

elections 

Who’s under the spotlight this 

month? Turn to page 5 to find out. 

mailto:electoralservices@teignbridge.gov.uk
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From the Editor  

For the third time in 

the past eight years, a 

local pub has been 

badly damaged  by fire. 

I  remember how 

shocked this community 

was when the Coaching 

House caught fire in 

2011, so can imagine 

how the people of  

Chudleigh Knighton are 

feeling at the moment.  

Our sympathies 

go out to Paul, Gina and 

the  family who have lost 

everything. If you can do 

anything to help, the 

contact details for the 

Anchor Inn support 

campaign are shown on 

page 1. 

There are a lot of 

t h i n g s  h a p p e n i n g 

around town in the run-

up to Easter and details 

are scattered throughout 

this issue. Can I put in a 

word for the Red Earth 

Opera’s Idomeneo on 

28th at Seale-Hayne. 

This new company   

includes a number of 

Chudleigh singers and 

musicians.  

T h e  f i r s t        

performance of this  

exciting Greek tale went 

down a storm at the 

Teignmouth Classical 

Music Festival earlier 

this month. If you missed 

it, do try and see this 

second (and final)    

performance. 

And finally, I will 

be signing books in       

Waterstones, Newton 

Abbot on Saturday 21st 

March between 11am 

and 2pm. I don’t want to 

Copy date 31st March for April issue.  

Reserve space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk   

or phone Kate on 854611 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.  

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

Friends of  Chudleigh       
Library 
from Chairman, Douglas Neely. 

The Friends will be holding their next meeting on 

Tuesday 14th April at 6.45pm in Chudleigh Library. 

We welcome new members. At this meeting we will 

hopefully be able to see the results of the competition to design our logo,      

currently being organised by Chudleigh School. We will also be discussing the 

recent decision by Devon County Council to turn Devon Library Services into a 

Charitable Trust and any implications this may have for our Library. 

A reminder that  our Friends group will be running Story Time sessions 

in the Library on Saturday mornings from April 11th, starting at 10.30am.  

A couple more dates for your diary: On Saturday 9th May, the Friends 

will be holding a Coffee Morning in the Town Hall. On Tuesday 12th May,  

acclaimed crime writer, Graham Hurley, will be giving a talk about his latest 

book in the Library, stating at 7pm. 

Douglas Neely 

If you would like any more information about the Group, please contact 

Jill Hughes (Chudleigh Library) 852469 or Douglas Neely (Chairman) 853456. 

Millstream Meadow Book Club is recruiting new members. 
We meet monthly to discuss our ‘book of the month’. If you 
are interested in finding out more, contact Denise Benson: 

denise.benson@me.com 

Gorgito’s Ice Rink is a tale of love, loss and broken  promises, set in 

Russia. Out now on Amazon in ebook and paperback  formats, or directly 

from Kate on  854611.  

Chudleigh History Group: Book Launch 

Friday 24th April  4pm to 8pm in the Parish Church 

Chudleigh's First World War Commemorations 

Hardback.  168 pages.  Full colour where possible 

£15.95.  Limited Edition 

Although we have drawn up a subscriber's list, extra   

copies will be available 

be Billy No-Mates, 

so do pop in and say 

’hi’ if you’re in 

town. 

Kate 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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The Children’s Voice  
with this month’s editor Charlotte Younger 

Italia by Max and Theo 

Mothers, We Salute 

You! by Daisy and Isabella  

For World Book Day on 5th March,  

many children dressed up as their 

favourite character, from Boy in 

The Dress to the Queen of Hearts.  

At Chudleigh School, there 

was a book fair selling great books 

for all ages. Furthermore, everyone 

in the school got a free book token 

to spend; and some authors have 

kindly written a new book just for 

world book day. So get reading! 

Brilliant Books by 
James and Katie 

Today, 15th March, all across the nation, 

mothers are enjoying a day of appreciation 

to show how much we care; after all, where 

we be without them? 

To all mothers out there, we thank 

you for cooking, cleaning, washing, helping us 

with our homework, taking us to activities 

and pretty much everything else! You really 

are the best! 

Here are some of the ways kids can 

treat their mum today: 

 Shower her with presents (or maybe 

just one) 

 Let her put her feet up while you take 

care of the meals 

 Give her a day of endless hugs 

 Give her some flowers 

 And finally: DON’T ARGUE WITH 

YOUR SIBLINGS! 

Mothers, have a great day, because 

you really do deserve it and kids: BEHAVE 

YOURSELVES! 

In Y5 we have been studying the      

European country of Italy (Italia) Here’s 

six superb facts we’ve discovered: 

1. Italy holds three active volcanoes: Mt Stromboli, Mt Etna 

and Mt Vesuvius 

2. Italy housed one of the most famous inventors, Leonardo da 

Vinci, who created flying machines, tanks, and painted the 

Mona Lisa 

3. Rome the capital city is famous for its architecture 

4. Naples is famous for its food: pizza, gnocchi, pasta and lots 

more 

5. Surprisingly, Italy is the biggest supplier of the tangy, 

sumptuous fruit, Kiwi 

6. Italy grows a huge  array of plants, including olives, figs, 

almonds, potatoes, grapes, cabbage, tomatoes, durum wheat, 

barley and sunflowers. 

We hope you enjoyed these facts. Perhaps we have tempted you 

to take a trip yourselves!  

The Maze Runner Trilogy: a 
review by Harry and Isabella  

This series by James Dasher is set  in a post-

apocalyptic world ravished by solar flares. After the flares 

began, a disease escapes from a laboratory into a desperate 

world. This disease is highly contagious and slowly turns the 

human mind into a gibbering wreck. However, a few people are 

born immune! 

The survivors, called gladers, are 

affected mentally by the gruesome  

challenges set for them which eventually 

amount to nothing but blood and tears. 

Do you want to find out what 

exactly happens in this addictive, sad 

trilogy? Then read the books and share 

our fears, doubts and hopes for the 

brave gladers. (We recommend this  

series for readers of 11 and above, due 

to  language and lots of death.) 

Pupils and teachers get into character for 

World Book Day 

Eclipse Excitement! 
by Jemma and Max 

Have you heard about the solar eclipse? On 

20th March, there will be a solar eclipse 

spreading across Northern Europe. This 

happens when the moon passes over the sun, 

either partially (more common) or totally. 

Even though the sun is bigger than 

the moon, the moon can still cover the sun, 

because the moon is closer to the earth than 

the sun. 

Did you know the maximum number of 

solar eclipses in a year is 5? If the moon was 

closer to earth, there would be an eclipse 

every month. 

Warning! 

Do not look   

directly at the 

eclipse unless 

y o u  h a v e      

p r o t e c t i v e 

glasses (NOT 

sunglasses) as it 

can  blind you. 

Photo of eclipse: Luc Viatour / www.Lucnix.be 

http://www.Lucnix.be
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Roll up, roll up, it’s time to gather the nibbles and dust 

off a bottle or two for  Chudleigh Amateur Dramatic 

Society’s third AGM. 

Due to be held on Sunday 19th April at 2pm in the      

Woodway Room, it promises the first public showing of CADS 

latest pantomime—yes, the DVD of Jack and the Beanstalk is  

available in glorious technicolour. 

It is hoped there will be plenty of lively discussion on the 

society’s future productions, so thinking caps on for what comes 

next. All sane suggestions will be considered; probably even some 

insane ones…  

CADS is also looking for anyone keen to join the           

committee, so if you are able to negotiate a day release pass for the 

odd meeting here and there, now is the time to step into the       

spotlight! 

As if all the above is not enough to tempt you, there will be 

a most magnificent raffle involving an enormous luxury hamper, 

which is set to become a glorious lucky dip of extravagance. 

So don’t forget to bring along some pennies for the above 

(well, pounds really) and money for your next year’s membership, 

the levels of which are due to be discussed at the AGM. 

And of course some vital sustenance to keep you going 

through the AGM itself which, though it promises to be short, will 

preface the showing of the DVD. The hordes will be searched for 

rotten tomatoes before entering the Woodway Room! 

Join CADS on 19th April... 

Flowers Blue, Noses Red    
by Theo  (A Children’s Voice Extra) 

Hello red-noses readers (well, hopefully), and welcome to 

this extra article. We hope you haven’t already RED this! 

Friday 13th March was Red Nose Day, a special   

occasion of red noses (of course) and celebration. This year 

is the 30th Anniversary of the first Red Nose Day and the 

theme was double agents (I personally would prefer a double 

portion of ice cream). The reason for  this theme is that 

the government agreed to double the funds raised in 

schools, to help achieve the target of £1 billion raised in 

thirty years. 

If you don’t have a red nose, charity says buy one or 

contribute in some other way! Your money will help, and 

could save the lives of people everywhere! 
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Chudleigh  

Business  

Spotlight 

There is a story, probably apocryphal, that 

someone had lived in one of the new 

houses in Millstream Meadow for some 

years without realising there is a Post   

Office in Fore Street. However, that     

person, if indeed they really exist, must be 

in a tiny minority. To most people living in 

the town, Chudleigh Post Office—and the 

team that run it—is at the centre of the 

community, an important part of all our 

lives. 

Jo and Eddie Haws have owned 

Chudleigh Post Office for twelve years. 

While Eddie looks after mail deliveries, Jo 

runs the Post Office and Shop.  

After two years of negotiations, 

they have recently made a major           

investment, alongside Post Office Ltd, 

bringing about a complete transformation 

of Chudleigh Post Office & Shop,  making 

it a much brighter, spacious and happier 

shopping experience.  

The changes to the Post Office side 

of the business mean there are lots of   

fantastic new products available, including 

the top six currencies in stock.  Jo told us: 

“The Post Office is actually the top      

supplier for currencies and our travel    

insurance has won awards for the last nine 

years! 

“The Post Office has definitely 

moved on; we are on all high streets 

(unlike the banks) and therefore, we now 

have free banking facilities, with almost all 

the other banks/building societies, meaning 

you can pay in and withdraw cash through 

us, all free of charge.  

We have an amazing range of  

products, including a great home telephone 

& broadband package;  fantastic insurances 

for everything; savings accounts; and we 

are really competitive.”  

Since the refurbishment, there has 

been an increase in sales of stationery 

items, as customers can now actually see 

At the Heart of the Community: CP looks at 

Chudleigh Post Office 

what is in stock and Jo intends to provide 

an even greater selection of beautiful hand 

picked cards, covering all price ranges.  

They still have a lovely selection of 

gifts and goodies and will be organising the 

jewellery displays very soon.  

In recent years, there has been a lot 

of talk about post offices closing, and many 

people were concerned at the possibility 

that the town might lose this important  

resource. Jo pointed out that just as we need 

them, they very definitely need us: 

“Unfortunately, all the changes with the 

Post Office mean we are even more reliant 

on people using us and although we are 

extremely lucky to have fantastic support 

from a loyal customer base, we need     

everyone to help and look forward to seeing 

you soon!” 

Satisfied Customers: What we think of Chudleigh Post Office 

Andrew Shepherd sent me an email after 

he saw last month’s editorial comment 

about businesses that deserved to go under 

the spotlight. This is what he said: 

“I think Chudleigh Post Office well-

deserving of words of praise, and in view of 

the recent refurbishment (all done with only 

six and a half days of closure!), worth your 

publishing a photograph too. 

Jo, Eddie and each member of their 

staff are all such nice people, so keen to be 

helpful, and competent too—which does 

matter! If more Post Offices were run like 

theirs, I doubt that half so many would be 

closing. They are well worth the support of 

all of us. 

And no, they aren't paying me to 

write this!” 

Eric Mahy of Go Green is a well-

known figure in Chudleigh Market, but 

these days, he does a lot of his business via 

Royal Mail, selling seedlings by post. To 

him, having a post office within easy reach 

is very important. Asked to sum up the 

team at Chudleigh Post Office, he had just 

three words to say: “Cheerful, Helpful and  

Polite.”  

And author Sharon Cook has the last 

word: “The Post Office is one of the best 

outlets for our books. Jo has stocked the 

anthologies since day 1 and frequently gave 

them prominent position, within browsing 

reach of people in the queue.” 

Please Note: 

This is not an advertorial, but a monthly 

feature based on customer feedback. Do 

you use a Chudleigh business that  deserves 

to go under the spotlight? Contact Kate 

with your suggestions:  

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk / 854611 

The new display of stationery (left) in the          

refurbished Post Office & Shop 

From left: Debbie, Jo and Lynne 



In February, Helen Turnbull gave a most interesting talk 

on Early Education in Devon. 

Our journey started with the monastery schools of 

Devon, followed by the provision of grammar schools by 

the church or rich benefactors. We considered whether 

the Eastchurch and Pinsent gifts for the education of poor 

boys of Chudleigh actually benefitted those for whom it 

was intended.  Moving to the 19th century, we saw    

evidence of the struggles over the establishment of    

elementary schools and followed their transition from 

church control to that of the state.  Finally, we followed 

the growth of the secondary schools in their many forms.  

 

In Other News: 

We did not have very much time to consider the 

proposals by Devon County Council to cease maintaining 

certain sections of road near Chudleigh. Devon is the 

second largest county, and it makes sense to review the 

necessity to maintain every length of road that has been 

built during the last 2000 years or so. On 17th February 

four members of CADAS drove along all the roads listed 

by DCC and submitted a report to the Town Council with 

comments for their consideration. 

Work on the Chudleigh Mosaic (above) is now 

well advanced in the studio of local artist Michelle         

Greenwood-Brown. It is intended to place it on the side 

of No. 5 Fore Street, replacing the existing notice board, 

pending planning permission . It should be ready for  

setting up by April. Lord Clifford has kindly agreed to 

unveil it. 

As a reminder for those who have not renewed, or 

anybody who wants to join, the subscriptions for 2015 

are now due, £10 for joint membership or £6 for single 

membership. There is no admission fee to talks for   

members of the Society.  As usual, visitors are very   

welcome, with a charge of £2 per person. 

Amenity Society News 

Tony Woodville (amenity.society@talktalk.net) 

Chudleigh Rotters started the 

monthly working sessions in glorious sunshine on Saturday 8th 

March when we concentrated on bagging up the mulch created by 

the Teignbridge's contractor shredding the donated Christmas trees 

at the beginning of January.   

A person or persons unknown had helped themselves to the 

mulch as the pile was noticeably different to when I last saw it—a 

mean thing to do when we sell it so cheaply.  Despite this we 

bagged up 70 bags which are now nicely stacked up ready for sale 

via a committee member.  Julie also spring-cleaned the shed which 

is  now looking very spick and span!   

Next working session will be as usual the first Saturday in 

April from 10-12noon, when anyone interested in buying compost 

or mulch is welcome to come along and see what we get up to!"  

Chudleigh  
Rotters Update 
from Frances Daysh 

Frances - Treasurer  

01626 853173; dayshfrances5@hotmail.com 

Lyn - Membership Secretary  

01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net 
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1st Chudleigh Scout Group '100 Club' February 

Draw  

The winners were Duncan McIntosh (1st prize of £12.50) 

and John Evans (2nd prize of £7.50). The next draw will 

take place towards the end of March. 

Barbara Steele: Watermark 

A photographic exploration along the waterline of the 

boats moored at Exeter Quay 

 

The Cafe, 76 Fore St, Topsham, EX3 0HQ 

2nd-28th March 9.30am-4.30pm 

www.barbarasteele.co.uk 

Following the success of last year's Easter Fair, we thought we'd do it 

all again this year, with craft stalls, table-top games, refreshments, a 

raffle, toys and books, and even some live chickens! All proceeds will 

go towards improving facilities at the school.   

If you make craft items and would like to sell them at the Fair, 

we'd love to hear from you: FOCSChudleigh@hotmail.co.uk or find us 

on Facebook. 

http://www.barbarasteele.co.uk
mailto:FOCSChudleigh@hotmail.co.uk
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Chudleigh Community Choir is looking 

for a new Musical Director. Formed just 

over a year ago, the choir has a strong, 

committed membership, particularly in 

Sopranos and Altos. As with most     

community groups, more men are needed. 

The choir has ‘readers’ and non readers 

and now needs someone with bags of 

energy and vocal expertise to take them 

through the next phase of development. 

Keyboard skills are essential. 

The committee would love to hear 

from you, if you are passionate about 

grassroots music-making, and have an 

eclectic taste in vocal music.               

Remuneration: £400 per term. Please 

contact Chris Edworthy (Chair) 

c.edworthy1@btinternet.com 01392 

430001 

*** 
CCC welcomes everyone to come and 

sing a range of songs, some you may 

know well, others will be new. We meet 

at 8pm on Tuesdays in the Scout HQ. We 

are particularly keen to welcome new 

men to the choir, both tenors and basses.  

You do not need to be able to read 

music, or have any experience, just bring 

your enthusiasm for making music. If 

you'd like to give it a try, or want more 

information, just turn up on a Tuesday, or 

contact Claire Harding on 01626854768 

or         clairefharding@gmail.com. 

 

 

Chudleigh  
Community Choir 

Chudfest Update 

The programme for this year’s summer 

festival is now ready. Keep an eye out for 

the ’Save the Date’ leaflet in the few 

weeks. 

Dates for 2015 

Open Gardens: 6th & 7th June  

Summer Festival: 3rd - 12th July  

Produce & Garden Show: 5th Sept  

Variety Concert: 24th Oct  

Christmas Fayre: Thurs 3rd Dec  

Chudleigh & District Amenity Society will sponsor the 

British comedy drama film Ladies in Lavender (Cert 12) 

at CFS on Friday 10th April. Our members have selected this film for what is now our 

penultimate  screening for the 2014/15 Season. 

The film is set in 1930s Cornwall and features the blissful lifestyle of two mature 

sisters, portrayed by Judi Dench and Maggie Smith, and disrupted by the dramatic    

entrance of a handsome young man who is unable to speak English, played by Daniel 

Brühl. 

Charles Dance, in his debut as a director, steers the story into unexpected regions 

as the characters are allowed to develop, bringing out superb performances from this fine 

cast. This, combined with unexpected turns in the plot, make it a film that is well worth 

viewing. 

Screening takes place on Friday 10 April in The Woodway Room, Chudleigh 

Town Hall (entrance in Woodway St). Doors open at 7.15pm, with refreshments for sale 

and screening at 8pm. Non-members are charged £5 on the door. Enquiries: 01626 

859195 or  www.chudleighfilmsociety.org 

Film Society News 
from Maggie Groves 

mailto:clairefharding@gmail.com
http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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Chudleigh Sports Centre continues in a successful vein with all 

four clubs: Cricket, Football, Bowling and Pétanque, doing well on 

and off the field. The main pavilion refurbishment was completed 

at the end of last year and is already proving a hit with members. 

In addition, requests for it to be used by others brings in more 

revenue for the clubs and funding for future developments. 

As the centre enters a new and exciting phase with      

membership increasing and new event opportunities, there will be 

a need to fill the posts of Chairman and Secretary when the current 

incumbents stand down this May after an enjoyable and fulfilling 

four years. "Seeing the refurbishment come to fruition, with the 

clubs working together to make this happen, has been a real    

privilege" said chairman John Bryant. The secretary Wendy Hardy 

agreed: "There are always things going on down at the centre and 

while the clubs run themselves, the centre provides that           

over-arching coordination which helps everything come together.  

I've really enjoyed my time working with everyone." 

There are many parents of those in youth teams and      

aspiring players whom it is hoped may consider taking on these 

roles.  It is an elected position but open to anyone with an interest 

in the community and sports at Kate Brook. 'You don't need to be 

a player or club member" said John, "just someone who feels a few 

hours each month focussed on the future of sport in Chudleigh 

would be time well spent". The meetings are presently around 

every six weeks, lasting about 1-2 hours.  

If anyone would like to find out more, they can contact 

John 01626 859325 or Wendy 01626 852866 or send an email to    

dandwhardy@talktalk.net. The AGM and election will be on 19th 

May, 7.30pm at Chudleigh Sports Centre, Kate Brook. 

We’re not sure which is more exciting:  

that as a group of non-runners we  managed 

to complete the Chudleigh 6 mile road race 

last year; that we raised £4,122.25 for   

Cancer Lifeline Southwest; or that we are 

going to do it again this year and we seem 

to have inspired others so the team is even 

bigger and better this time! 

It began last year with a group of 

sixteen people who had been touched by 

cancer. We RAN the road race on 18th July 

to raise funds for the local charity that sup-

ports cancer sufferers and their main carer.    

Cancer Lifeline South West provides    

residential therapeutic breaks post        

treatment. The weekend is “free” and offers 

unique support. For a few days you are 

enveloped in the beauty of Sharpham 

House, cooked for, taught relaxation and 

mindfulness techniques and offered       

psychological support, especially to those 

that have cared for the person with cancer.  

Cancer is hugely traumatic to the 

person with it and those that love them. 

CLSW breaks offer a place to heal where 

you don’t have to hide or pretend you are 

fine now treatment is over. It is often the 

end of treatment that is hardest. The safety 

net is gone and there is an expectation you 

are fine. In reality, life is never the same 

again.  

CLSW offered support to Lisa and 

Sarah Lea-Weston and in return, Lisa    

invited (persuaded?!) us to join her in 

Scrambled Legs.  Andy Palmer and Alison 

German were our amazing  trainers who 

never once doubted we could do it, even 

though we certainly did at times. 

The charity is completely reliant on 

fundraising. Our funds paid for nearly two 

breaks which took place in November 2014 

and February 2015. So, once again, thank 

you to everyone who supported us last year, 

you directly benefited local families facing 

the challenge of getting their lives back 

after cancer treatment and finding a positive 

future.  

It seems that the sight of us running 

round Chudleigh last year has inspired  

others to join us, including one trustee from 

the charity and one of the facilitators.  

Those of us who did it last year are 

hoping to get round quicker; for the new 

team members it will be the challenge of 

completing what is  a very difficult course, 

due to the steep hills on 

the route.  

Even if you feel 

like you couldn’t possi-

bly do it—give it a try. 

So far there are four 

people signed up who have been on a 

CLSW break; many of us are well over 40 

and carrying more weight than we would 

like; so everyone is welcome!  

There is no limit to the size of the 

team so if you fancy becoming a Scrambled 

Leg we would be delighted to see you at 

our training sessions. We meet at the gym 

every Saturday at 4.30pm and go out for an 

hour. Alison German runs the sessions and 

they cost £3. If you would like to come 

along then you can turn up on Saturday or if 

you have any questions then please send us 

a message via the Scrambled Legs 2015 

Facebook page. 

Not wanting to train but you would 

still like to support this great charity? Then 

please sponsor us.  You can do this via: 

www.everyclick.com/scrambledlegs2015  

or there will be collection tins in the shops 

in Chudleigh. 

Sports Centre Is Looking For New Officers 

Mayor of Chudleigh, Chris Webb (right) hands over the Certificate of    
Completion to John Bryant at the ceremony to mark the opening of the  

refurbished Sports Centre. 

Yet More Scrambling... 

mailto:dandwhardy@talktalk.net
http://www.everyclick.com/scrambledlegs2015
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I’m Guy Roberts and I live in the Grey House, Fore 

Street, Chudleigh. I am signed up to run the third     

Bethlehem Right to Movement Marathon on Friday 27th 

March. You can find more information on the Amos 

Trust website (www.amostrust.org).  

I have run marathons before but this one is     

different. You cannot run 26 miles in Bethlehem without 

having to pass through a checkpoint. The Security     

Barrier towers above the local inhabitants, hemming 

them in.  

Each runner has to raise £900 for their flights and 

accommodation and a further £1000 for Amos Trust’s 

partners in Bethlehem—the Holy Land Trust and the 

Wi’am Reconciliation Centre—both committed to non-

violence.  

Please can you help me raise the funds I need? If you were willing to gift aid your contribution, that would be even better. I 

have set up a website at: www.justgiving.com/guy-roberts2/  

Thank you. Guy Roberts 

Guy’s Running For       
Rights of Movement... 

Download entry and sponsorship forms from www.rotarygranitetrail.co.uk 

or contact Richard Morgan: 01626 852755 or rotarygranitetrail@gmail.com 

The weekend of Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th 

March will see top UK-based racing cyclists come to 

the South Hams, Torbay and Teignbridge District 

Council areas for the 43rd Totnes-Vire Stage Race.  

This race, promoted by the Mid-Devon Cycling Club, 

with a field of 80 cyclists, will be run under the    

technical regulations of British Cycling and with the   

permission of Devon and Cornwall Police. 

On 28th, the riders will gather at KEVICS, 

Totnes for briefing before leaving at 10.30am to ride 

in procession via Shinners Bridge and Venton to 

South Brent where the race proper will start.  

They will race over 5 laps of a 10 mile circuit 

that includes Avonwick, Fork Cross, Venton and  

Marley Head. Each time the riders cross the 

start/finish line adjacent to the Palstone Sports Centre 

there will be a sprint to earn valuable bonus seconds. 

The stage is expected to finish at around 12.45pm. 

After a short break to recover and feed the 

action will move to the Velopark at Clennon Valley.  

This is the location of the support races run by Cycle 

Sport South Hams for all the ages and abilities not 

accepted for the main race. These support races start 

at 10.30am for under-8s and end at around 2.30pm 

when the men’s race finishes. 

Following stage one prize-giving, stage two 

will commence at 3.30pm and last for 75 minutes plus 

5 laps, ending around 4.55pm. This will be followed 

by the stage two prize-giving. 

On 29th, the riders will meet at Bovey Tracey 

Scout HQ for the ‘Queen’ stage. At 10.30am they 

leave in procession for Chudleigh Knighton.  

(continued on page 11)                        

Major Cycle Race 

The security barrier towers over runners and local inhabitants 

http://www.amostrust.org
http://www.justgiving.com/guy-roberts2/
http://www.rotarygranitetrail.co.uk
mailto:rotarygranitetrail@gmail.com


Mr Pesto Recommends 
with guest reviewer 
Michael McCormick 

Jamie Oliver must be one of the 

best known chefs in the UK.  

Since he first appeared on television in The Naked Chef (1999) 

he has rarely been out of the news with around nineteen books to 

his name, several television series and his campaign to improve 

school dinners.   

After his series, Jamie’s Kitchen, he opened the first of 

his “15” restaurants in 2002 to train young people from        

disadvantaged background as chefs.  Having eaten there, I can 

vouch for the quality of the food and service.   

Some thirteen years later, he has opened Jamie’s Italian, 

one of a chain, in Exeter.  A few weeks ago Kate and I thought 

we would try it for lunch.  The experience did not start well as 

we arrived to see five serving staff lined up at the side of the 

room twiddling their thumbs while we had to wait for the     

restaurant manager to finish on the computer before              

acknowledging our presence.   

We were seated and started with a glass of Prosecco and 

the bread basket with olive oil, balsamic and olive tapenade 

(£3.95).  This was a pleasant way to start the meal and good 

value.  Whilst munching on the bread, we had chance to look at 

Chudleigh Diners Club 
Chudleigh Diners Club meets on the second Tuesday of each 

month for a meal and a chat. For details, ring Phil Curtis on 

07702 418458 
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the room itself; it was a confused mixture of rustic and tat.  The 

fake hams hanging over the serving area did nothing to create 

the Italian feel that I’m sure was the intention.  The    furniture 

was re-cycled school chairs.   

Our mains arrived and looked disappointing.  Kate had 

the market superfood salad with chicken (£13.95) and I had 

Calves liver and bacon (£12.95).  The salad comprised two piece 

of chicken thigh (one burned and one undercooked) on a bed of 

grey mush.  The liver was a single slice and, if asked, I would 

have chosen to have it cooked pink, not with one end           

overcooked and the main part well done and, yes, grey.   

When the plates were removed we commented on the 

chicken. The manager came and apologised but tried to convince 

us that as it was thigh meat, that’s how it should be!   

The one point in their favour was that we were not 

charged for the chicken dish, but that won’t encourage us to give 

it another try.  There are many better places to eat in Exeter; 

Bills, Zizzi, ASK and Côte, to name a few.  This year Jamie 

Oliver is 40, so maybe the cheeky chappie of cooking  needs to 

think back to the days when he worked at Carluccio’s and the 

River Café and concentrate on the food, not the hype. 

Every Flower Counts: Volunteers Needed To Count Wild Flowers  

A new scheme will give scientists an annual stock take of the UK’s 

wild plants and their habitats, but to do this, they need the public’s 

help. 2000 volunteers are required to carry out surveys of which 

widespread plants are increasing or declining, as well as indicating 

the changing state of our most valued habitats such as grassland, 

fenland and even road verges. The volunteers will monitor wild 

plants in twenty-eight important habitats, ranging from hedgerows 

and meadows to salt marsh and scree slopes.  

Volunteers will be able to choose from three options based on 

level of expertise: recording from a short or an extended list of target 

species in each habitat or recording all species they find in their 

plots.   

If you would like to volunteer for this exciting new project, 

more information can be found here: www.npms.org.uk 

http://www.npms.org.uk
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Meet the Teignbridge Candidates... 

Plans are coming along nicely for the open 

meeting, organised by Chudleigh Phoenix, 

with candidates for the two Chudleigh 

Ward seats on Teignbridge District     

Council.   

The meeting will be held on Friday 

24th April, in the Town Hall, starting at 

7.30pm and offers the electors of Chudleigh 

the chance to meet and question the people 

hoping to represent them at  District Level. 

Invitations have been accepted so 

far by the following: 

 

Steve Barnes (Lib Dem) 

Lorraine Evans (Independent) 

Richard Keeling (Independent) 

Pat Langman (Green Party). 

Janette Parker (Labour) 

 

This will be a free, unticketed   

event. So make a date in your diary for 

what should be a fascinating evening—and 

start thinking of the questions you would 

like to ask. All questions will be taken from 

the floor (no advance questions) and will be 

addressed to all candidates.  

Full details in next month’s issue. 

 

As the General Election looms, Greener Teign is giving  

voters the chance to ‘Quiz The Candidates’ at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 24th March. 

All the candidates for the Central Devon constituency 

have been invited to the Teign Valley Community Hall in 

Christow to discuss their plans for combating Climate 

Change. Mary Roddick of Greener Teign says: “We have 

asked all of the candidates to prepare a short talk on just what 

they intend to do in the run-up to the crucial Paris climate 

talks. This will tell voters where they stand on the climate 

change issue. We will be opening up the debate to take   

questions from the floor but the whole evening will be run to 

clockwork, giving each candidate a fair opportunity to 

speak.” 

The evening will be free to attend. 

And Meet The Parliamentary 
Candidates 

Have Your Say: Devon County Council 

Wants To Hear Your Views 

Has a decision from our local or regional politicians ever taken you 

by surprise? Have you found yourself wondering why you weren’t 

consulted—especially when the decision affects the public services 

you use? Would you like the opportunity to have your say before 

important decisions are made?  

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above questions, you 

might like to take a look at Have Your Say, a section on the DCC 

website listing issues currently out for consultation and engagement. 

Current consultations include proposed public transport service   

reductions and planning for dementia services.  

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  w e b s i t e  h e r e : 

new.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay. And to make sure you don’t miss 

out on a topic that interests you, you can sign up for updates by 

clicking here. 

For more information, talk to Devon County Council       

Strategic Engagement at Consultation@devon.gov.uk.  

(continued from page  9) 

The race will start as the riders cross the heath near 

Dunley Cross. At Chudleigh Bridge the riders swing into the 

Teign Valley till they near Dunsford. It is then left and the 3 

mile long climb over Doccombe topping out at close on 1,000 

feet at Cossick Cross. Here bonus seconds can be earned as 

they can in Le Molay Littray Way close to its junction with 

Newbury Drive. After the drop into Moretonhampstead it is 

into the Bray Valley to complete the circuit at Bovey Tracey. 

The third time the riders reach Bovey Tracey they will 

turn right and climb up to the finish line level with the Upper 

Haytor Car Park. It is anticipated that the finish will be at 

around 1.30pm. 

The riders will have a motor cycle escort from the 

Devon & Cornwall Constabulary plus motor cyclists from the 

National Escort Group.  There will be medical cover provided 

by the South West Ambulance Services Trust. Major       

junctions will be manned by accredited marshals who in the 

interests of safety are empowered to stop traffic while the 

race convoy passes. 

The Mid-Devon Cycling Club invites you to come 

along to watch the riders in action and to give them vocal 

support and encouragement, but asks you to avoid parking in 

any way that blocks residents’ access or affects the smooth passage of 

the race convoy. 

More info from Ken Robertson, event organiser:                

robertson@swdc.freeserve.co.uk 

Major Cycle Race 

https://new.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/subscriber/topics?qsp=UKDEVONCC_9
mailto:Consultation@devon.gov.uk
mailto:robertson@swdc.freeserve.co.uk
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/ 

Monday 16th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:   
Rest Centre, 10am. 

 Wednesday 18th 

Mothers’ Union:   Mary 
Moore with The National    
Memorial Arboretum, Parish 
Church, 2.15pm. 

Thursday 19th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Walking the Dog (play):   

Details p 4. 
Friday 20th 

Amenity Society: AGM     
followed by Doug Laing with 
Chudleigh Then and Now, 

Woodway Room, 7pm. 
Youth Centre: Open Evening, 
7.30pm. 
Walking the Dog (play):   
Details p 4. 

Saturday 21st 
Weekly Produce Market:   

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to 
1pm. 
Meningitis Coffee Morning: 

Woodway Room, 10am. 
Walking the Dog (play):   
Details p 4. 

Tuesday 24th 
Greener Teign: Quizzing the 

Candidates, details p 11. 
Wednesday 25th 

Town Council: Nomination 
period opens, details page 1. 

Thursday 26th 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
FOCS: Easter Fair, details 
page 6. 

CCP: Lifeguard applications 
close. 

   Saturday 28th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Ectodermal Dysplasia Coffee 
Morning: Woodway Room, 
10am. 

MARCH 

 The Play Park project is now virtually complete. Feedback on the unique timber pagoda from Tree Pirates has been very positive. 

The multi-use games area is now open for public use; times, prices and booking details are available from the Town Hall. A   

wheelchair ramp at the pagoda, benches on the grass and an interpretation board are the remaining items to be installed. There will 

be an official opening on Saturday 16 May with a family fun day.  

 Construction of the new skate park has commenced and is likely to take around three months, but the play park and youth shelter 

will remain open throughout. 

 A Friends of the Leat group has been established to maintain Chudleigh Mill Leat. If you wish to know more about this new group 

please contact Alan Brunton on 01626 852714  

 Following problems with the current website, Town Council has agreed to commission the design and building of a new website, 

which will be done by Web Select over the next few months. 

 Despite the recent flooding in the toilets and the kitchen, the Rest Centre is still in use as a function/meeting room, although some of 

the coffee mornings have been disrupted. The facilities are being replaced, but no completion date is yet available. 

 Chernobyl Children’s Life Line is looking for host families to take two children from Belarus (aged around 10) for two weeks 

within the period of mid-June to mid-July. Although host families are not paid, the reward comes from from the changes they see in 

their guests over the time they are in Britain. If you can help or want to know more please contact Graham and Marjool Brooke on 

07788 185366 or e mail brookeaway@hotmail.com 

News from the Town Council: Items not covered elsewhere in this issue 

Cycle Race: details page 9. 
Red Earth Opera: Idomeneo, 

details page 4. 
Sunday 29th 

Cycle Race: details page 9. 
Easter Egg Hunt: details page 
10. 

Tuesday 31st 
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due 
for April issue. 
Devon CC: consultation on road 
maintenance closes. 

Wednesday 1st 
WI: Brian Smith with Story Book 
Dads, Rest Centre 7.30pm  

Thursday 2nd 
Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Saturday 4th 

Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Coffee Morning: Woodway 
Room, 10am. 

Monday 6th 
History Group: Walk to Trusham 
Church, 12 noon,  details Alan 

On The Beat with your neighbourhood policing team:  

There were a total of 5 crimes recorded for Chudleigh during the 

last reporting period, broken down as follows: 

 Common Assault: Assault occurred during an incident in a 

family home. The crime is still under investigation. 

 Assault causing Actual Bodily Harm : A juvenile was     

assaulted by an adult female in a public park. The offender has 

been identified and the matter dealt with by Restorative justice. 

 Use of Threatening / Abusive / Insulting words / Behaviour: 

An incident between 2 females took place where both parties 

used this behaviour towards each other. There are 2 crimes 

recorded due to a counter allegation. Both parties have been 

identified and enquires are continuing. 

 Taking a Motor Vehicle without the owner’s consent: A 

motorcycle left secure and unattended has been taken by     

unknown means by breaking the ignition barrel and steering 

lock. The motorcycle has been located and returned to the 

owner. There are no suspects or witnesses.   

Brunton 852714 

  
Thursday 9th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Town Council: Nomination    

period closes, details page 1. 
Friday 10th 

Chudleigh Film Society: Ladies 
in Lavender Cert 12 [details 
page 7] Woodway Room, 

7.15pm for 8pm.  
Saturday 11th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Coffee Morning:  Woodway 
Room, 10am. 

 Monday 13th 

Town Council: Full meeting,    

Town Hall, 7pm. 
Tuesday 14th 

Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Friends of Chudleigh Library: 
meeting, details page 2. 

Wednesday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: April issue 
due out. 

APRIL 

http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

