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Parents: Are You Using Park and Stride? A plea from
Leah Sambrooks for more responsible parking...

Do

you have children at Chudleigh CE VC
Community Primary School?
In theory, 96% of children attending
Chudleigh Primary School should be able to
walk/cycle/scoot to school, yet Lawn Drive at
school drop off/pick up times shows this is clearly
not the case.
Do you have to drive in from out of town
or use the car because you are dropping your
child/ren off on your way to work? Have you
noticed how dangerous and chaotic Lawn Drive
becomes at school drop off and pick up times? If
you answered yes to any of the above, have you
heard of the Park & Stride Scheme?
You can collect a permit from school, pop
it in the windscreen of your car and park in
Chudleigh Car Park for free from 8:45am to
9:30am and from 3:15pm to 4pm. It’s not far to
walk; you have the benefit of both the Zebra
Crossing and the Lollipop Crossing; and you get
time to chat to your children about the day ahead
or how the day has been. You get a little exercise
and some fresh air. You gain a bit of time to pop to
the shops if needed. But most importantly, you’re
not worried about finding a parking space or
getting children out of the car on to a busy road.
The more people using the scheme, the less the
roads around school will be clogged up and so
safer for our children to cross. Why not grab a
permit from the school office and give it a go?
Even if it’s just for pick up or just for drop off, it’s
worth trying and you could even grab a coffee on
the way!
The chaos of Lawn Drive and school drop
off/pick up has been escalating in recent years and
is set to continue to do so as Chudleigh grows and

the school increases its pupil intake.
As parents, it is our job to teach our
children about safety, about respecting rules and
considering other people. You have a choice to
park responsibly and safely, to take an extra five
minutes on the school run and in doing so not just
ensure your child but also the other 400+ pupils,
siblings, parents, carers and staff, as well as
members of the public, can safely get to school,
preschool, work or wherever they are going.

Open Gardens Success
T he

Chudfest
Open Gardens on
24th and 25th June
was
a
great
success. Twelve
ga rdens
w er e
open, and 160
people
bought
tickets. The weather was kind, and everyone
seemed to be enjoying themselves. All the
gardeners were thrilled by the response, and were
delighted to share their gardens with so many
visitors.
Thank you to everyone who took part. In
total almost £1900 was raised for these charities
and organisations: Chudleigh Pre School; Friends
of Chudleigh School; Chudfest; Diabetes UK; SW
Multiple Sclerosis Centre; Exeter Kidney Unit;
Motor Neurone Disease Association; Chudleigh
Judo Club; Chudleigh Church; The Stroke
Association; and Cancer Research UK .
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From the Editor
We are so packed this month
that I’ve had to ditch the advert
for my (I mean Elizabeth’s)
novels. But, in case you are
looking for some great summer
reading, we still have a few
copies of Gorgito’s Ice Rink
and Counterfeit! in the office.
And next month, we will have
news of the next in the series of
thrillers, Deception!
As I was laying out
Leah’s great article about park
and Stride on page 1, news
came in of a collision between
two vehicles outside the school.
Thankfully there were no
injuries, but it just goes to
prove, if proof were needed,
that the situation outside the

school during drop off and pick
up times is far from safe. So
it’s good to know that
Members of the School Road Safety
Committee have been meeting
this week with Town Councillors to agree an action plan to
improve the situation.
As is so often the case,
the problems are caused not by
the majority of road users, but
by a small minority who are
unwilling to act for the good of
the many, rather than just for
themselves.
School is breaking up
soon for the summer (do I hear
applause from the teachers?).
Let’s hope that next term the
applications for the Park and
Stride permits will soar.
Kate

Copy date 31st July for the August issue. Reserve your space in
advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The
editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

Friends of
Chudleigh Library
from Chairman, Douglas Neely
Our

Friends Group will once again be offering prizes to the
children who complete the Reading Agency Summer Challenge.
Last year we managed to help increase the number of children
who completed the challenge to 50% and this year we want to hit
60%.
The theme of this year’s challenge is Animal Agents, and
the illustrations are by the award winning Tony Ross, illustrator
of the Horrid Henry series of books as well many others.
The Challenge, which is open to all children aged 4 to 12,
is to read six books during the Summer, which must be borrowed
from the Library. Children can read any six books they want to.
As children read each book, they will receive a host of stickers,
some with mysterious smells. By collecting these clues in their
detective folders, young readers will help the Animal Agents find
out what has really been going on behind the scenes.
To encourage all the children that start the challenge to
finish it, the Friends of Chudleigh Library are offering 2 Kindle
Fire Tablets as prizes. (See poster below for details.) You can find
out more about this year’s Challenge from Chudleigh Library and
the Summer Reading packs will be available to collect from 15th
July.
If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh
Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469
or Chairman, Douglas Neely on 01626 853456.
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The Children’s Voice
With Guest Editor Jess Hilliard-Foord
Introduction

July is a hugely busy time at school and we didn’t get together this month. So instead of the usual news articles, here are some
of the pieces of Creative Writing produced by the Junior Reporters during earlier workshops. In each case, they were given a
random starting sentence, and had less than an hour to write something. A tall order for any writer...

Best Pals (NOT!)

by Jun Li

Dad gave me a wink, like we were pals or something. I hated it
when he did it; it looked like he was having a twitch malfunction.
And we were definitely, definitely, DEFINITELY, not pals.
The only think he ever came
for was money. Always money. He
thinks because I’m a professional
footballer, I’m rich!
My response was always the
same. “Go away!” Since I was living
in a small rented house far from
the stadium I played on, I had to
take the tube back and forth, day
after day, which took a lot of
money.
But my dad was broke, so
the next time he came, I said , “I’ll
make you a deal.”

Turtle Trouble

by Katy-Grace

My brother did this weird thing with turtles. I don’t know how
he thought it was funny. I think it’s cruel. Yet he keeps doing it.
Turtles, turtles. Turtles in the enclosure, Oh, and what’s
that? My brother.
Once a week,
he would make up an
excuse to go to the
zoo. Most times he
would say he was
studying for a project
or something.
Only I knew
what he was really up
to but, because of
what a nice big sister
I am, I haven’t told anyone...yet!

Lies
My

by Eliza

grandfather lied to my grandmother. I guess it runs in

the family.
When my grandmother and my grandfather met,
grandfather told her he was
25 when he was really 46.
Dad has never lied to
me. Mum has but only once.
I was in town with
friends and I bought a new
shirt in New Look. I wore it
home and showed Mum. (Dad
had gone to Brighton for
the weekend.)
“Oh, wow!” cried
Mum. I knew something was
up as she had her lying face
on...

The Exam Of A Lifetime
The

by Hattie

only way I could pass my exam was by cheating! I had

been dreading this moment ever since I joined Hidden Hill
High (HHH): my exams!
“John, get down here
right now and have your
breakfast!” Mum was shouting
at me again. “You don’t want to
be late for your exams!” she
screeched.
I stumbled out of bed
and on the way downstairs, I
fell off the banister and
everything went black!
I woke up in a hospital
bed on 18th June. I had missed
my exam! YES!

Next month we will bring you some more flash fiction from the Junior Reporters, plus Jun Li’s winning story from our Christmas
competition. In the meantime, we say “Goodbye and Good Luck” to the Year 6 reporters who are moving on to ‘Big School’ in
September: Connie, Ellen, Isabelle, Otis, Saffron and William; thanks for all your hard work in the past two years.
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Amenity Society News
Our last talk before the autumn was given by Terry Brighton on
17th June. He told us about his pilgrimage on foot to Santiago de
Compostela in North West Spain, where St James the apostle
(Sant Iago) is reputedly buried.
Starting at Exeter Cathedral, Terry walked to Buckfast
Abbey, where he spent
the first night of his
pilgrimage.
A fter
walking to Plympton, he
embarked
from
Plymouth for Santander
and then set off along the
most northerly and
earliest pilgrimage route,
the Carmino del Norte.
Terr y s pea ks
good Spanish, so was
able to ask where
necessary and walk with
confidence, following
the scallop shell markers
to his destination. He
made it sound easy but
his slides of the terrain
showed that it required both determination and stamina.
On the planning front, we have objected, as have many others, to
the proposal to close Oldway as part of the Rocklands
development and have also protested about the planning
permission given to remove and replace the Georgian door at
79, Fore Street. We believe that Teignbridge District Council
should be seeking to enhance their conservation areas, not
degrade them.

Chudleigh
Rotters Update
Our work session on
Saturday 1st July was
blessed with glorious
sunshine after the previous
few dull chilly days, but
when we arrived we were
upset and rather annoyed
that despite our large and
clear sign, some person or
persons had left what
looked like at least a van
load of laurel and beech
hedge trimmings. Thus the
next hour was spent moving
these trimmings (some over
6 foot in length) elsewhere
and arranging someone to
attempt to burn them.
PLEASE NOTE WE ARE NOT HERE TO BURN YOUR
GARDEN RUBBISH.
After the necessary tea and coffee break, kindly provided
by Lyn, we started what we were there to do which was to fork
the donated soft green garden trimmings (with no roots or seeds)
into the large compost bay mixed with shredded paper and grass
cuttings (as Tom cut the surrounding grass), add water and then
cover to heat up and compost down prior to the next session on
Saturday 5th August, from 10am to noon.
Frances Daysh: Treasurer, dayshfrances5@hotmail.com, 853173
Lyn Paris : everything else, lyn.paris@outlook.com, 852090
Julie Rayner: work sessions, julierayner194@yahoo.co.uk, 835432

sharing our wildlife records with others.
bluebells and daffodils.
 Advise groups and individuals on  Hosted a bat recorder for Greater
biodiversity
Horseshoe Bat project (GHBP)
 Be environmentally and socially aware  Begun the process of making an insect
and pollinator friendly garden in Rock
We are a group of local residents who and responsible in what we do
road, funded by GHBP.
want to share, and enthuse others with, their
To
date,
we
have:
passion for wildlife!
In future we will:
 Hosted Bio Blitz at Chudfest 2016.
Our aims are to:
 Continue working with the school
 Held nature walks.
 Share knowledge on the wonderful
 Encourage the Town Council to support

Put
Swift
boxes
on
the
back
of
the
wildlife in the Parish of Chudleigh.
Chudleigh as a biodiverse town.
Town hall and the Globe Hotel, to
 Raise awareness through events and
extend nesting places.
 Continue planting native, insect friendly
activities that involve and motivate the
species in public spaces.
 Removed grass from verges to increase
community.
variety of plants.
 Organise more nature walks
 Encourage positive action by local
residents to attract and sustain more  Pruned community orchard trees and  Co-operate with other organisations e.g.
planted 2 more trees.
CADAS in beautifying the town.
wildlife in the town and Parish of

Uncovered
the
Italian
style
grotto
in

Comment on planning issues that affect
Chudleigh.
Culver
Green,
and
planted
the
old
the natural environment.
 Work together and with others to
Boule
Piste.

Take part in developing the
conserve existing wildlife and enhance
neighbourhood plan.
our local habitats, features and species  Removed plastic from bank in
Millstream Meadow park and planted
Tessa Frost
populations.
primroses,
snowdrops
and
native
 Record what we have, holding and
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CADS’ Pantomime News

As you may know, the preparations for our 2018 pantomime,
Cinderella, are underway, and it’s getting exciting! We are
starting to put together some of our support teams, so we have
two requests at this stage.

Sound effects
If anyone would like to help with sound, it doesn't matter
if you have never done this before—this would be a good
opportunity.

Costume making
Cinderella will mean a number of dazzling costumes are
required, and although we have a number of volunteers (okay,
some of them were ‘voluntold’) who are willing to assist, is
there anyone else who would like to get involved? You honestly
don't need to be a Vogue seamstress—this is to do with
hemming skirts and making things look good from a distance!

'Sing along a Cinders'
For members, on Sunday 23rd July at 4pm, in the
Woodway Room. This is a sing along of the songs just for all of
you! This will be you chance to sing the songs we want to have
in the show; there are still some choices to be made, so please
come along, sing your heart out and help us make some final
choices.
Not a member of CADS yet? Not a problem—come
along and join at the session. We will have some of our band
members coming along as well.
If you are interested in any of these opportunities and
would like to find out more, please email Laura Scales
lauralump@talktalk.net

Chudleigh Phoenix
July 2017
Page 6

Four Magnificently Scrambled Years: Lisa Lea-Weston brings us
up to date and tells us about an exciting new phase for the women who run
in Chudleigh
through fun events
for ourselves and
families. We are
proud that our children are being
inspired to run and are forming an
identity as mini Legs! How great is that?
I have been overwhelmed quite frankly
by how Legs has grown and got people
talking about running and women being
active. For me it was an enormous
challenge and about recovering from
chemotherapy and being as well as
possible for my young children and my
partner. That the kindness of others
didn’t let me do it alone has led to Legs.
This year there are over 50 of us—who
all joined because they wanted to see if
they could and, I think, have loved the
journey and the well planned training by
Lisa Lea-Weston (seated, with trainer Andy Palmer) and some of the 50 members of Scrambled Legs who ran Andy Palmer and Alison German.
this year’s 6 Mile Race and are going to keep running all year around from now on
Without them we might have jogged and
walked the race but we would never
experience the pride we feel at RUNNING up Gappah on race
By the time you read this article, we will have done the 6 Mile day—and for that we had to find a commitment and belief in
Road Race. Our Legs will be truly scrambled and hopefully we ourselves that we COULD do it—and we could.
will be very near our 10k target. If you would like to sponsor us –
If you want to run or see if you can, please get in touch; for
you still can at by clicking here. The funds, as by now I hope you the moment via email, or via our FaceBook page.
know, go to Cancer Lifeline South West. At the time of writing,
Apart from running, there is a sense of community among
we have raised enough to fund one Time to Retune break and us that grows and grows, friendships have formed where people
hopefully will raise enough to fund nearly three. This fills me with
would never have met and the group evolves because people give
enormous joy as it does all the other Legs and we thank those of whatever they can in their own individual way. Someone described
you who have sponsored us, bought our cakes, thrown sponges at
us as the WI of running—I will await responses to that!
us and joined in fun family races. I also want to thank those who
Thank you. Lisa
donated lovely pictures for auction and raffle prizes. The list is too
long to name everyone individually but we are very grateful.
However we are most excited about our development into a
year round venture—for utter beginners who don’t yet know that
they can and for those who would like to run marathons and enter
competitions. We are going to become Scrambled Legs Womens
Running Club (SLWRC) and we are supported by Active Devon
and the This Girl Can campaign. We are formalising ourselves
because quite frankly we would all miss each other if it disbanded
and we even kinda like running—and finding that we can run—in
our own way, the best we can, as individuals.
There is no judgement, except our own of ourselves and we
always loop back for whoever is at the back because, well, we can
all end up at the back and Scrambled Legs began because my
friends didn’t want me to do it alone—how gorgeous is that? So
those are the abiding principles of Scrambled Legs. There will be
different levels of training and even those of us Legs who don’t
see ourselves as fast or running more than 6 miles, can still take
complete beginners out. Those of us who have gone on to do ultramarathons (Sam Lees!) and half marathons will be trained by the
fitter run leaders—but the principle of looping back will remain.
How it all began, back in 2014
We will also continue to fundraise for Cancer Lifeline
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Running for the Bus: Sam’s 86 Mile Challenge and the New School Minibus Fund
C hudl e igh

mum, Sa m
Bennett, and her husband,
Barry, are preparing to run the
whol e l en gth of th e
Ridgeway—an amazing 86
miles—without a break! That's
three and a half marathons in
one go!
The Ridgeway is an
ancient track, over 5000 years
old, which winds its way from
Ivi ngh oe Bea con in
Buckinghamshire, through
Goring-on-Thames, past the
Uffington white horse, all the
way to Overton hill, near
Avebury in Wiltshire. The
length of the Ridgeway has an
elevation of over 6000ft.
'Th e
Ridgewa y
Challenge' is a formal race,
classed as an 'ultra marathon'
distance event and is run under UK Athletic competition rules. The
cut off time to finish is 28 hours, at which point, any runners who
haven’t finished are retired from the race. There are expected to be
around 200 runners competing. The race starts at 10am on
Saturday 27th August and Sam and Barry have to cross the finish
line by 2pm on Sunday 28th—there wont be any time for sleep!
It’s a huge challenge, and the couple are taking it on to
raise money for the much needed replacement school minibus. The
current school minibus is a valuable resource, but is now getting
old. It is essential for transporting children to offsite educational
and sports opportunities and without it the school’s reliance on
parents to take children to and from events would only increase.
As a new bus will be a huge benefit to all the school children, Friends of Chudleigh School (FOCS) organised a schoolsponsored 'swim for the bus', which took place during swimming
lessons in the first week of July. The target for each younger class
was 86 widths and for the older children, it was 86 lengths. And in
the end, they exceeded all expectations. In total the whole school
swam 7764.5 lengths, which equates to 96.5 miles or 155.29km.
In the meantime, Sam and Barry are running whenever
they can find the time, in preparation for the huge challenge ahead.
Sam says “It’s difficult to train for a running event of this length
because there is such a high risk of either doing too much and
getting injured before the big day, or not doing enough and
struggling to finish. Even experienced long distance runners
(which Barry and I are definitely not) can struggle in spite of
training, as there are so many parameters that can go wrong—
having to eat and drink on the move (and keep it down while
running!), weather conditions on the day, blisters, getting lost,
turning an ankle to name but a few—that’s why its called a
challenge. My son Noah is a wheelchair user and so well
supported at the primary school, but he is not able to use the
current minibus, and it would be wonderful if he, and other
children with mobility difficulties in the future could access this
transport along with their peers—that goal will keep me putting

one foot in front of the other when it starts to hurt.
“The school currently has about half of the £20K needed to
replace the school bus and it would be fantastic if we could raise a
lump sum to help towards this.”
People can show their support by sponsoring Sam and
Barry by clicking on this link. Their progress can be followed
during the last weekend in August by visiting FOCS Facebook
page for updates.
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Something New For Chudleigh:
Carole Smart tells us about her new idea...
From September there will be an

opportunity to, eat, chat and
relax at The Lunch Club. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy
a hearty soup and a good pud, followed by filter coffee or a cup of
tea, all for only £6. Each Wednesday, from 6th September, come
and meet your friends, or make new ones, in the Rest Centre,
Chudleigh Town Hall.
Chudleigh Town Council, Chudleigh Phoenix
Publications, and a number of private donors have given their
generous support to help us to buy the necessary equipment to get
started and provide a quality experience that you will want to
repeat.
We’ve done a bit of research to help us choose soups that
you will like. Although we haven’t met many Chudleigh
vegetarians, we have found that many people would choose a
veggie option if it were offered. So there will be one each week
alongside such favourites as oxtail and dumplings; bacon and
lentil; and game soup.
Monthly menus will be available at the Town Hall and in
the Library, plus they will be published in Chudleigh Phoenix and
Chudleigh News so that you can make your choice and order in
advance. This is essential as we are not a café, but a community
project run by volunteers.
The routine will be to order your lunch at least by the
Saturday before you need it. There are special reductions if you

book four lunches on different days (£20) or a table for four (£20).
Numbers are limited, so remember our opening date: Wednesday,
6th September. Bookings are being taken now!
In October, November & December there will be a
monthly Charity Lunch provided by Chudleigh Kitchens in aid of
The Ectodermal Dysplasia Society. ED is a genetic condition
that can have a number of physical effects that present challenges
to the whole family. The ED Society provide information and
support to assist individuals and families with the day to day
management of the condition.
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Chudfest Round-Up from Lisa Lamb
This

year saw the first collaboration between the Chudfest
Committee and the Chudleigh Carnival Committee to bring the
annual ten-day Festival re-branded Chudleigh Summer
Spectacular!
On offer during the first week were: the fun packed fancy
dress 60s and 70s Disco; our annual Summer Fete with
Nutty Noah and other entertainers plus glorious local food and
crafts; a fun Dog Show hosted by Kingsteignton Veterinary
Group; and new events including a stonking 80s vs 90s Party,
DJ'd by Jon Sherwood and hosted with his effervescent wife,
Gina. We also welcomed a Folk Night with the popular Devon
Duo, Cosgrave & Banks, and craft features run by Leah Stirrat
proved very popular.
We are lucky enough to attract performers who look
forward to taking part in our yearly fundraiser and skip back into
our fantastic marquee to take the mic once more with new
material. We were delighted to welcome back Devon Comedian,
Luke Honnoraty, and this year he brought three of his hilarious
'Avenger' friends, fresh from the Edinburgh Fringe.
Local authors Teresa Driscoll and Hilary Bonner gave
talks and provided networking for budding and existing literary
bods.
The sun shone for us and big ticket nights were sell-outs.
We couldn't have wished for better support and we want to thank
everybody that came and joined in.
I had to pull a couple of comments from our Chudfest
Facebook Page that sums up, I think, what we are all about:
“Where else can you get comedy capers, Folk frolics,
Dancing Divas. Fete festivities, Yarn Bombing babes and so much
more in one village!” (Anna Zaleski)

(From left) Chudleigh Mayor, Mike
Underwood, Carnival Queen, Shakeira
Muutu, and her attendants, Imogen and
April, open the Summer Fete

Luke Honnoraty (second
left) and his Avengers
bring Comedy to the
marquee

The ladies of the WI brightened up
the Play Park and the town centre
with their Yarn Bombing

Gina’s dancers, Girls
Allowed Out, getting
ready to strut their stuff
at ‘La Carnival’

“Love how Chudfest brings our community together and
provides so much on our doorstep” (Julie Soellner)
Community is exactly what we stand for. We are small in
numbers on both committees and Chudfest and Carnival just
would not happen without hours of voluntary planning and time
invested by each person. We do it because we love our town and
we really enjoy giving residents and visitors the beautiful
Christmas Lights and Christmas trees every year.
We welcome anybody that would like to sit around our
table and join the group that make it all happen; we are a pretty
nifty team but there is always room for new feedback and new
ideas! If you are interested in either Carnival or Chudfest then do
get in touch with Mark Macnair (Summer Chair, Chudfest) on
01626 853490; Lisa Lamb (Christmas Chair, Chudfest) on 07825
635514; or Adrian Martin (Carnival) on 01626 673316.
Do ‘like’ our Chudfest Facebook Page and keep an eye on
the Chudfest website for updates.
On behalf of both committees, we "Thank You" for
supporting us and look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas
Lights switch on Thursday 7th December.
Lisa Lamb

Next Up, The Produce Show
Now the summer festivities are over, we can turn our minds to
the autumn Garden and Produce Show. This will be held on
Saturday 2nd September, and details of all the classes and how to
enter can be found by clicking here.
Over 30 children collected sunflower seeds and a growing
kit in the spring, and I hope all your plants are growing well (mine
were eaten by slugs!!!). Remember to keep them watered and fed,
and watch how they grow! I look forward to receiving pictures of
you and your sunflowers by the August Bank Holiday...
Mark Macnair
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Neighbourhood
Watch: an update from
Chudleigh Co-ordinator,
Chris Webb
It is now six months since the relaunch of the Chudleigh
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. To date, 250 Homes have
registered. But we need more. Please tell your friends and
neighbours.
To join the scheme, just contact the official Co-ordinator for
Chudleigh. Chris Webb can be reached either by phone on
07968508451 or via email to chrswebb03@googlemail.com (no i)
with your name, address, postcode and contact telephone numbers.
All scheme members will receive an Information Pack. A
basic Crime Prevention assessment can be requested, to be
conducted by Chris Webb, retired local CID officer.
Chudleigh is a low crime area. By looking after each other,
and assisting the police, let’s keep that way...

Congratulations:
to Chudleigh teenager, Ethan Kirby, who has recently
been admitted to the Great Britain Paralympic Junior
Athletics Squad. We will be bringing you a profile of
this talented local athlete very soon.
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Town Hall / Community News

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140,
Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website

Planning application to build 230 dwellings at 4.
Rocklands:
On 15th June the Town Council’s planning committee met
to consider the application for a development of 230 dwellings on
the land known as Rocklands, off Station Hill. It is an application 5.
that has generated significant public interest and 34 members of
the public attended the meeting. Those that spoke were all opposed
to the application for various reasons but a common thread was a
concern about the proposed closure of Oldway Lane. All who
spoke should be complimented for the measured and reasonable
way in which they voiced their objections.
Following the public participation, councillors decided to 6.
lodge an objection to the application. The following reasons were
given for the objection (extracted from the original letter):
1.

2.

3.

Councillors would wish to see confirmation from South
West Water that the sewage treatment works can cope with
the additional volumes that this new development will
generate.
The single pavement, linking Station Hill to the town, is
very narrow and is inadequate for the volume of
pedestrians currently using it. This development would
significantly increase these volumes necessitating an
enhanced and widened pavement to ensure adequate
connectivity to the town.
Councillors believe that the vehicular access off Station
Hill is inadequate and potentially dangerous given the
volumes of traffic movements that the development will
generate. Councillors would like to see a second access/exit
from the development built into the site plans—perhaps
onto Oldway—so that there is alternative access if an
incident occurs that renders the Station Hill access
temporarily unusable.

You will have noted from the number of objections on the
portal that there is a real community concern about the
proposal to close Oldway Lane to through traffic. This
proposal, if actioned, will lead to increased traffic volumes
using the junction at the top of Oldway. This is a far from
ideal situation given the locating of the junction in the 7.
Finally, there is a concern that the general infrastructure
middle of the chicane. This is likely to lead to significant
within the town is inadequate to serve a development of
congestion during the busier periods of the day. This
this size.
junction is particularly difficult for traffic trying to turn
right out of Oldway so increased traffic volumes will only
So what happens next? It is important to understand that
make this more difficult.
the principle of development on the site was determined when the
outline planning application received consent some three years
The other major concern is that the proposed closure would ago. What is now being determined is the detail relating to the
make the town overly reliant on the main through route proposed development. The next step in the planning process is for
encompassing Station Hill, Parade and Fore Street. Should the application to be considered by the District Council’s
any traffic incident render any of these roads impassable Development Control Committee. This committee consists of
for a period of time then the estates of Moorview, District Councillors rather than officers. They will look at the
Beechwood and Twindlebeer would be inaccessible. The evidence provided by the statutory consultees and the comments
closure of the secondary route for entering and leaving the lodged on the planning portal by members of the public. They will
town would seem to be an unnecessary step that is likely to also receive advice from the planning officers. The Committee will
create problems in the future.
then reach a decision on whether to approve or reject the
application. If the latter happens, then the developer has the option
Councillors noted the arboricultural objection raised by of revising the application and resubmitting it, having taken steps
Mark Waddams. He advises that plots 82-84 are too close to mitigate the concerns that led the committee to reject the
to a mature Oak tree that is to be retained. Councillors application. Alternatively, they can appeal against the decision and
would wish to see a re-positioning of these plots to the see if a Planning Inspector takes a different view.
satisfaction of the Tree Officer.
In the meantime, town councillors have made arrangements
to meet with County Council Highways officers to discuss whether
The objection raised by the Biodiversity Officer, Stephen the proposal to close Oldway Lane is really necessary.
Carroll, is of particular concern to councillors. The
development site is in close proximity to a roost used by Highway Issues
Greater Horseshoe Bats and the site forms part of their
There have been complaints about the pavements in Fore
foraging range. It is, therefore, of great concern that the
mitigation measures contained in the outline application, Street, Woodway Street, Clifford Street, New Exeter Street and
13/01062/MAJ, are not mirrored in their entirety in this Old Exeter Street being impassable for wheelchairs and buggyapplication. This is unacceptable. We fully support the users on bins collection day. This is not a problem unique to
requirements that Stephen Carroll set out in his objection Chudleigh. It is shared by other towns in Devon where the
submission. We would also wish to see confirmation from pavements are narrow and there is no scope to widen them. For the
Natural England that they are content before any planning most part this is not wholly solvable.
Residents leave out their bins before they go to work and
consent is granted.
are often unable to get them off the pavement until they return
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What’s On In Chudleigh
JULY

Saturday 15th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Pensioners Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Carnival: Chudleigh Summer
Spectacular, details last month.
Sunday 16th
Carnival: Chudleigh Summer
Spectacular, details last month.
Cabaret Sauvignon: Con Club,
7.30pm, details page 5.
Monday 17th
Town Council: Full council
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm
Thursday 20th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 21st
Con Club: Open Mic, 7pm.
Saturday 22nd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Parish Church Coffee Morning
and lunches: Rest Centre,
10am onwards
Devon Opera: The Conquests
of Love, Ugbrooke House,
7.30pm, details page 2.
Sunday 23rd
Chudleigh Youth Centre:
Family tea party, Alpha House,
3pm, details page 7.
CADS: Sing Along A Cinders,
Woodway Room, 4pm, details
page 5.
Thursday 27th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 29th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
WI Coffee
Morning and
lunches: Rest
Centre, 10am
onwards.
Monday 31st
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date
for August issue.
AUGUST

Thursday 3rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 4th
Con Club: Open Mic, 7pm.
History Group: Simon Dell with

The Conchies: conscientious
objectors at Dartmoor Prison
during WWI, Woodway Room,
7.30pm.
Saturday 5th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Mitzi’s Cat Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Town Council: Surgery, Town
Hall, 10am to noon.
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly
working party, 10am,
allotments, Cemetery Hill.
Tuesday 8th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Thursday 10th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 12th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Chudleigh Artists: Annual
Exhibition, Town Hall, details on
poster (right).
Monday 14th
Chudleigh Artists: Annual
Exhibition, Town Hall, details on
poster (right).
Tuesday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: August
issue due out.
Chudleigh Artists: Annual
Exhibition, Town Hall, details on
poster (right).

Town Hall and Community News (continued from p. 11)
from work. TDC will be asking the refuse teams
to leave the bins and boxes as neatly positioned
as they can. We will be writing to residents in the
streets in question asking them to get bins off the
street as quickly as they can after collection—
perhaps using the assistance of a neighbour if
they are at work.
As County Council budgets become ever
more stretched the Highways team have had to
cease carrying out those tasks that, whilst
aesthetically pleasing, are not essential to

On The Beat
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315)

highways safety. An example of this is verge
cutting. They now only cut visibility splays
which led to a situation where half a verge was
cut four times a year and the rest left uncut.
Consequently, the Town Council decided to take
over the cutting so that the whole verge is cut
four times during the growing season. Another
task that the County Council needed to drop is
the spraying of weeds in pavements and road
edges. We are currently talking to a contractor to
see if we can reintroduce this service.

Contact Details: website;
Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101

No report available for the past month. Normal service will be resumed in August.

