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Inside this issue: 

Chudfest II: The Return of the Carnival Procession 

All the best films have at least one sequel — and 

why should festivals be any different? A year ago, 

the first Chudfest was judged to be a success, so 

here we go again! 

By the time you read this, Chudfest 2012 

will already have started. Having kicked off with 

the Open  Gardens on Sunday 1st July and the  

Ukulele Band on Wednesday 11th July, we are now 

into the main event itself, which this year includes 

the traditional carnival procession on Saturday 21st 

July.  

Your CP editors tried banning rain from 

Devon for the next ten days, but the organising 

committee didn’t have as much faith in our powers 

as we did, so there were a few changes made to the 

arrangements. 

The marquee is still in the Playpark, but it 

has been erected on the tennis court rather than on 

the grass (which is a tad wet at present). 

There will be no vehicular access to the site. 

Making doe eyes at the stewards won’t have any 

effect — nor will shouting at them.  

The sports coaching on Sunday 15th July 

was cancelled. However, the dancing and other 

activities went ahead as planned. 

The quilting event on Tuesday 17th July has 

been relocated to the church. 

At present, everything else remains as in 

the programme and in last month’s CP. Keep an 

eye on the website, as we will update it with any 

further changes throughout the week. 

Don’t forget to get your entries in for the 

Carnival Procession: prizes for the walking    

entries have been doubled this year. Let’s make it 

the biggest ever. 

*** 

Chudfest Contact details 

chudfest.wordpress.com 

chudfest@yahoo.co.uk 

Alan Brunton (Chairman): 01626  852714 

Michael McCormick (Treasurer): 01626 854611  

 

Getting to grips with the environment. 

Story — see page 5 

http://chudfest.wordpress.com/
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From the Editors  

Apologies for the slightly late arrival of CP this month. It’s 

6am on Monday morning and I’m writing this before diving 

headlong into day 4 of Chudfest. It’s been brilliant so far — 

despite the  weather  — and the rest of the week promises to be 

just as good. Mind you, the fabled Chudleigh tradition of not 

buying tickets for an event until the very last minute is causing 

organisers and caterers a few headaches. (It didn’t apply to the 

ball, though. Those tickets disappeared almost as quickly as for 

a Take That concert!) Your CP editors are storing up loads of 

pictures to share with you in the coming months. 

If there is a theme for this issue, it is the youth of the 

town. On this page, we bring details of the new Chudleigh game 

Sheep, Sweets and Swim developed with the help of the school 

kids. On page 4, our new Carnival Queen is crowned. On page 

5, we have an article written by pupils of the school, about the  

environmental project they are working on with staff from        

Embercombe.  

Last Friday, Chudfest kicked off with a rock concert, 

organised by the Youth Centre. Somewhere between 100 and 

200 young people (they wouldn’t stand still long enough to be 

counted) spent the evening in the Playpark playing football, 

chatting with their friends and listening to live and recorded 

music. On Wednesday afternoon, during the Literary Festival, 

we will hear some of the school kids reading the winning entries 

for the short-story competition. 

Children and teenagers often get a bad press these days. 

Here at CP, we think the youth of Chudleigh are a great credit 

to the town. 

Kate and Sharon 

Copy date 31st July for August issue. Reserve your space in advance.   

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 01626 854611 

The editors reserve the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editors. 

Heathside 

Tutors 

Chemistry to A Level / IB 

Maths, Physics, Biology to GCSE 

Qualified Teacher; CRB checked;       

Michael  

 01626 854611 

This is an event as part of CCANW's exhibition and activity        

programme Games People Play — in time for the Olympics! We 

think it will be a lot of fun and hope the folks from Chudleigh who are 

at home during the holidays will come up and participate in the event. 

The Games Investigation Board — aka The Moveable Feast 

Workshop Company has worked with Chudleigh Primary School  

pupils and adults from the town to produce a brand new game for 

Chudleigh, called Sheep, Sweets and Swim. Mix and match actions 

and noises to beat your opponents in an     unusual game of tag. 

Come play in the game’s premiere at Haldon Forest Park — it 

just might become a town tradition! 

Also featured during the Grand Games Emporium weekend 

are new games from the villages of Kenn, Ide, Doddiscombsleigh and 

Hennock 

Chud le igh  Phoen ix   

Publications will be launching a 

new book at the Chudleigh   

Literary Festival on Wednesday 

18th July. 

 Just in time for the    

summer holidays (you all     

remember summer, don’t you? 

It’s the time when the sun shines 

and we spend lazy evenings in 

the garden with a glass of 

Pimms),  Sunshine and Sausages 

is a how-to book with tips and 

ideas for planning and running a 

stress-free summer garden party. 

Get your signed copy on 

Wednesday or pre-order via the 

Chudleigh Phoenix website: 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk.        

Sunshine and Sausages 

mailto:chudleighphoenix@heathside.com
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If you are a regular reader, you 

cannot fail to have noticed that 

Chudleigh Phoenix has changed 

quite considerably in the past   

couple of months — and it’s 

mostly down to Mark Walker 

and his staff at Webselect   

Internet Solutions. 

Some time ago Mark 

called up the ‘esteemed’ offices 

of said Phoenix, and offered our 

humble little publication his 

help. 

We said “yes please!” 

and the revamped, streamlined, 

even more professional version 

you see before you, complete 

with new logo, came into  being. 

As editors we are      

delighted with the help Mark 

and his team have so generously 

given us, and the feedback 

we’ve had from our readers has 

been very good too.  

We wanted to find out a 

bit more about Webselect and 

once again we have discovered 

Chudleigh is at the heart of 

things! Mark set up Webselect 

back in 1998, and the business 

now manages e-commerce  

websites with combined annual 

turnover of more than £20   

million. 

Mark does, however, 

add that his six employees no 

longer let him dabble in the web 

pages as they know far more 

than he does. 

“Webselect was started 

during a period where I was 

really unsure what I wanted to 

do following ten years in Spain, 

France and Portugal,” confessed 

Mark. 

“It all started after    

buying my first PC and       

wondering how hard it was to 

create a web page.” 

Despite the company’s 

success Mark says it’s a relaxed 

place to work where they all 

really care about their customers 

— in fact they still have almost 

a ninety per cent client retention 

rate after 14 years. 

Two thirds of the staff 

live in or around Chudleigh, so 

the company has also retained 

its local roots, while covering 

the globe through all their    

clients. 

Refreshingly,  Mark 

freely admits he has no formal 

training in IT: “I pretty much 

figured it out as I needed to, 

until I realised that my     

knowledge only stretched so far. 

That’s when I started taking on 

staff who all knew far more than 

me — luckily.” 

L i k e  m a n y  w h o        

currently reside in Chudleigh, 

Mark arrived by accident after 

he “stumbled” across a house in 

Church View. Later on he 

bought The Olde Well House 

which gave him the space to run 

his business “out the back”. 

The Bishop remains one 

of Mark’s favourite haunts — 

which is quite handy as it’s so 

close to the office. He added: “I 

have always loved Chudleigh 

since the first day I moved here. 

“It’s friendly, you cannot 

walk up to the shops without 

bumping into at least one person 

you know and it is just perfectly 

located. I would love to see 

more people taking a risk and 

opening shops. 

“ Th e  s e co n d -h an d    

ladies-wear shop; Doug and 

Sue’s new sweet shop; and  

Alice and Mark’s launderette 

are perfect examples of people 

making a go of a great idea and 

bringing more of a community 

feel back to the town.” 

Mark also does his bit 

for the community. He, his  

partner Donna and two of his 

children are Tae Kwon Do black 

belts. He and Donna are       

registered instructors with the 

Tae Kwan Do Association of 

Great Britain — they teach at 

Chudleigh School on Monday 

evenings. 

The entrepreneur is also 

a First  Responder for the     

Ambulance Service in and 

around Chudleigh. These     

volunteers are nationally      

recognised as life savers, as they 

can often be mobilised before a 

999 call is even finished.  

“First Responders are 

always backed up by the      

Ambulance Service,” added 

Mark, “and we have attended      

hundreds of calls in Chudleigh 

over the years.” 

Meeting Mark, you 

would never know he presides 

over a business which covers 

the globe. But it’s great to know 

he is so rooted in Chudleigh.  

Although we have heard 

it’s maybe not so wise to hang 

around Fore Street late at night 

when company members are 

relaxing after a long hard week 

in the office. On the other hand, 

maybe we should all be piling in 

to The Bishop for a bit of R and 

R when the team is at play. 

Apparently Pot tery 

Court Café is another favourite 

venue, hosting regular team fry-

ups, with Alfie the black      

Labrador always in attendance.  

Here’s to Mark and his 

team — a heartfelt thank you 

from the Phoenix! Oh yes — 

and if you need a web team,      

Webselect can be found at 

www.webselect.net or you can 

call them on 01626 855400.  

First Responder Covers the Globe — Sharon Cook talks to Mark Walker of 

Webselect Internet Solutions 

I have always loved 
Chudleigh since the first 

day I moved here. 

Alfie—the other member of the team 

Mark Walker (right) 
and the Webselect 

team 
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Carnival News from Alan Holman 

As you are probably aware, we had to postpone the originally-planned crowning of 

the Carnival Queen by Judi Spiers owing to the very wet day. Unfortunately, Judi 

was not able to give us an alternative date before the carnival week.  

So at very short notice, Captain Jacko Sparro agreed to perform the         

ceremony on Saturday 9th June during the carnival coffee morning.  It was a huge 

success and we are all looking forward to the show he is putting on in the Playpark 

on Sunday 22nd July prior to the fun run. He will also take part in the carnival    

procession the day before. 

A late addition to the week’s events will be the Mis-placed Article          

competition. This is not listed in the Chudfest programme, but entry forms costing 

£1 can be obtained from Sugar Mill and Chudleigh DIY from Saturday 14th July. 

Closing date is Saturday 21st July. The first prize is £20, but this will be shared if 

there is more than one winner. 

Finally, a reminder that we are taking entries for the procession up to       

midday on procession day, Saturday 21st July. 

On 15th June our local MP, Mel Stride, gave a fascinating talk on 

his first years at Westminster. The House of Commons is a vast 

and intimidating place, run according to an arcane set of rules  

contained in a massive tome which all MPs are expected to know 

by heart. Some minimal training is provided but most new MPs 

have to learn as they go along. This takes most of them at least a 

year or two.  Life is not made any easier by the lack of office   

accommodation, so they have to start working in corridors.  

The chamber of the House of Commons is a curious mix of 

old and new. It is fitted with TV cameras so any debate or        

exchange can immediately be transmitted nationwide. However, it 

is too small to seat all members and at well-attended debates many 

have to stand. To prevent fighting during debates, lines are marked 

on the floor which may not be crossed: they are set at a distance 

that prevents members reaching each other with their swords.  [We 

hope to bring you a full profile of Mel Stride later this year. Ed.] 

There are no talks scheduled for July or August. On Friday 

21st September Helen Turnbull will speak on “Mutiny, Mobs and 

Mayhem 1793 to 1831“; on Friday 19th October Alex Stevens will 

speak on “The Future of Farming in Devon“; and on Friday 16th 

November Nick Powe will speak on “Kent’s Cavern”.   

As a reminder, CADAS meetings are held in the Woodway 

Room and commence at 7.30pm. Admission to our talks is £2 for 

non-members: members free.  

We will be organising a number of cultural visits over the 

coming months. On Sunday 19th August there will be a garden 

party to celebrate jointly the 40th anniversary of CADAS and the 

10th anniversary of Chudleigh History Group; on Tuesday 11th 

September, we have booked a cruise from Exmouth along the  

Jurassic Coast. The boat sails at 2.15pm. Booking is essential, 

please contact me if you are interested. This event is very weather 

dependent and is vulnerable to last minute cancellation if the   

conditions are adverse.  

On Sunday 14th October we will be visiting Kent’s      

Cavern, to complement the talk on 16th November. We are in the 

process of negotiating a conducted tour of the new Met Office at 

Sowton but we have no date yet. 

.  

Amenity Society Notes from Tony Woodville 

Captain Jacko Sparro with Carnival Queen Alex Robbins  

The WRVS is a National Charity whose aim is to make life for older people a little easier. We help by offering     

practical support to anyone who can no longer access services they have been used to. The Home Library Service — or 

Books on Wheels as it is commonly known — is one such service. Volunteers deliver library books to people who can 

no longer access the library either through ill health or disability. We work in partnership with Devon Libraries to  

provide this  service.  

Volunteers choose books from the library for their clients, which they usually deliver once a fortnight, at a time 

to suit both them and the client. There is no charge for this service and no fines. Clients may keep books for as long as 

needed and may order books that they particularly want to read. We supply large print books, tapes and CDs as well as 

ordinary print and we have other material available e.g. for people suffering from dementia. 

If you enjoy reading then you will appreciate what it means, especially to someone confined to the house. Our 

volunteers have to be CRB-checked and become members of the WRVS — both for insurance purposes and for their 

own protection — and supply a passport size photo for ID. We have nearly 700 clients across Devon and over 200  

volunteers. The aim for the future is to push the service out from the towns so that clients who live in rural areas are 

not ignored. Often these people are lonely and isolated and desperately need a friendly face. Our volunteers sometimes 

make lasting friends, so there is satisfaction on both sides. Our volunteers are not out of pocket, as we pay a generous 

mileage allowance. We don't want anyone to feel they cannot afford to volunteer. It's time we value — not money. 

In Chudleigh we have a small group of volunteers who have provided the service for many years, but would 

now like to hand over the reins to someone else and enjoy their retirement, but naturally don't want to leave their    

clients without a service. Anyone interested in this very worthwhile work can either contact the local library or Pam 

Mayall at 01404 871397. Any readers who would like to use the service can also do the same.  

 
WRVS 
Calls 
For 
Help 
with 
Books 
on 
Wheels   
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Just before half term Ms Gratton, a Foundation stage teacher with 

an interest in the environment, arranged for the Embercombe staff 

to come and support the school in improving their environmental 

area.  

An assembly introduced the children to the project and 

showed them what they would be planting.  A quiz on vegetable 

recognition captured the children’s interest. “It was very inspiring 

and I learned a lot,” said Tom Evans from Year 6.  

Throughout the project, many things were made such as 

raised flower beds and vegetable patches and, even though the 

conditions were rainy and muddy, the staff and children worked 

very hard as a team. John, one of the staff from Embercombe, said 

that he had been working for two years on environmental projects 

and that this was the most enjoyable he’d ever been involved in.  

Alice Jones, a pupil, said enthusiastically, “I used tools I wouldn’t 

normally use like drills, saws, hoes and rakes. It was great fun and 

I’d love to do it again.”  Ellen added that it was different as pupils 

don’t normally get to do gardening at school. 

They also made a sensory garden which will appeal to all 

the senses but particularly sight, through the beautiful flowers, and 

smell through the fresh air and crops. A parent who was helping 

commented that it will give the area a new personality and     

hopefully it will be used more often by more children.  

Many children have already mentioned that it is a real  

improvement. Making the compost bins was a great achievement 

and the five raised beds are almost ready for planting. Mrs       

Lannigan, a teaching assistant, said, “At the start of the project, the 

environmental area was a bit of a nothing but now it really is 

amazing.”  

 All of the staff and children of Chudleigh School are   

extremely grateful to the staff of Embercombe and offer their 

thanks for their hard work and enthusiasm.  The entire project was 

a total success and the children are really looking forward to using 

their new area more often and to eating the fresh vegetables this 

summer and later in the year.  

In Their Own Words — Chudleigh Primary School Pupils Tell Us About Their    

Environmental Project With Embercombe 

Clearing the ground! 

Sell your unwanted household items on this 

stall in one of two ways:  
1. You only need to deliver them and the market traders will do 

the rest. Organise your goods delivery/pick up and which day 

you can sell by talking to the market manager.   All items need 

a price label (that won’t fall off) or the traders will make their 

own judgment.  There is no stall fee but the market will take 

40% of the takings.  This money will be put back into the   

market by reducing the rent, paying for repairs and advertising. 

 

2. You may stay and sell your goods yourself, in which case you 

will have to pay the £15 stall fee and adhere to the market’s 

Code of Practice.  There is no other fee if you stand yourself. 

 

Please spread the word to your friends and family, this is a great 

way for everyone to clear out their unwanted goods and to help 

your market grow and prosper. 

 

Matt Harris, Market Manager 

Telephone: 01626 893 690 

email: matt@devonshire-deli.com  

New Community Stall In    
Chudleigh Market  

On July 1st, 10 gardens in Chudleigh opened to the public for 

charity. About 80 people bought tickets, and most gardens saw 

around 50 visitors during the course of the day. The weather was 

kind for this summer, with lots of sunshine, and only a few brief 

showers. All the garden owners were thrilled by the interest 

shown by the visitors, and the feedback from the visitors has 

also been good. In total, £541 was raised for charity. Many 

thanks to all those who participated, both those opening their 

gardens, and those who visited them. 

Open Gardens 

mailto:matt@devonshire-deli.com
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Crime-Related Contact details 

John Hallett (Neighbourhood Watch) 01626 438807, office@chudleighnhw.org.uk 

Police Neighbourhood website: http://neighbourhoodpolicing.devon-cornwall.police.uk 

Sgt Sally Maunder; Sally.MAUNDER@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk ; Tel 08452 777444 

News from the Town Council — a round-up of recent highlights  

What’s On In Chudleigh 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/ 

Monday 16th 
Chudfest: See programme for 
details 

Whist Drive: Rest Centre, 
7.30pm. 

Tuesday 17th 
Chudfest: See programme for 
details 

Wednesday 18th 
Chudfest: See programme for 
details 

Thursday 19th 
Weekly Produce Market:   

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm 
Chudfest: See programme for 
details 

Friday 20th 

Chudfest: See programme for 
details 

Saturday 21st 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 

1pm. 
WI Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am 
Messy Church: Craft activities 
in preparation for carnival 

procession, Parish Church, 
10am to noon 
Chudfest: See programme for 

details 
Carnival Procession: See 
Chudfest programme for   
details 

Sunday 22nd 

Chudfest: See programme for 
details 

Monday 23rd 
WI Lunch Club: Taverner’s 
Farm Shop, The Square, 12 

noon 
Tuesday 24th  

Art Group:   Ambulance Hall, 
10am to 12.30pm 

Wednesday 25th 

Words for Voices:   Spoken 
word and music with the theme 
of All for Love, Ugbrooke 
House, 7.30pm (picnic in the 
gardens from 6pm) 

Thursday 26th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm 

Friday 27th 

New Devon Opera: Madame 

Butterfly, Ugbrooke House, 
7pm (picnic in the gardens 
before the performance) 

Saturday 28th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 
1pm 
New Devon Opera: Madame 

Butterfly, Ugbrooke House, 
7pm (picnic in the gardens 
before the performance) 

Monday 30th 
W I  L u n c h  C l u b :                 

Doddiscombsleigh, The Square, 
12 noon 

Tuesday 31st 
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy 
deadline for August issue 

Art Group:   Own work, 
(fo l lowed by lunch at       
Claycutter’s Arms) Ambulance 
Hall, 10am to 12.30pm 

.Thursday 2nd 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Friday 3rd 

History Group: Simon Dell with 
Mutiny on the Moor: the 1932 

JULY 

Dartmoor Prison Riot. Town Hall, 
7.30pm. 

Saturday 4th 
Weekly Produce Market:   Out-
side Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Twinning Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 

Sunday 5th 
Whippet Sunday:   Ugbrooke 
House, gates open 9.30am 

Monday 6th 
Town Council: Full meeting,  

Town Hall, 7pm 
Thursday 9th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Saturday 11th 
Weekly Produce Markets:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Chudleigh United Charities 

Coffee Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 

Tuesday 14th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner: 
Contact Phil on 07702418458 

for details. 
Wednesday15th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: due out 
WI Members’ Outing: Lyme 
Regis. Contact Barbara Chisnall 

for details (852406) 

AUGUST 

 The timing of the building works at the town hall is now available. Commencing 16 July, scaffolding will be erected at the front and 

gable end of the building. Replacement of the roof and guttering, plus refurbishment of the upper storey windows will start on 23 

July and will take around four weeks, during which time the forecourt will be unavailable for parking. The market will continue to 

operate on a Thursday and a Saturday but some stalls will be located on the opposite side of the road. Once this work is completed, 

the scaffolding will be moved to facilitate the same work on the other parts of the town hall. The external works will take around 

twelve weeks.  

 The Woodway Room will be redecorated between 24th July and 3rd August and will be out of action for those two weeks; hirers 

will move to the Large Hall temporarily. The Large Hall floor will be refurbished during the week of 6th August. At the same time 

the main staircase will be carpeted and the stair lift replaced. The mirrored wall should be fitted in the Large Hall towards the end of 

August. 

 The Town Hall will be open as normal for the duration of the building works.    

 The timetable for cutting of roadside verges is now confirmed. The first cut was between the mid- April and mid-May and the    

second was late June. The third cut will take place in late August or early September. The final cut will be between mid-October 

and early November.  

 Three high quality candidates who expressed an interest in the vacancy on the Town Council addressed councillors in support of 

their candidature at the full council meeting on 11 June. Following these addresses, councillors voted to co-opt Steve Cox, a retired 

head teacher with a background in management and budgets. He will be a valuable addition to the council.  

mailto:office@chudleighnhw.org.uk
http://neighbourhoodpolicing.devon-cornwall.police.uk/
http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

