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From the Editor  

Over the past three years, we have periodically brought you 

details on the progress of the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan. The last update from NDP Chairman, Mike Underwood, 
came in October 2019. That report reminded us of one of the 
main benefits of having an NDP in place: it allows the town to 
secure a bigger slice of the community money, that a developer 
contributes, to be used directly in Chudleigh. Without an NDP, 
Chudleigh receives 15% of this fund (called CIL – Community 
Infrastructure Levy), but with an approved NDP, we will   
receive 25% of CIL funds. 

The process of getting to this stage has included open 
days, surveys, consultations, writing of policies, testing them 
out on residents, re-writing of policies, and consultations with 
national bodies, not once, but twice. 

There were robust debates with Teignbridge District 
Council Planners who were not convinced by insistence on 
adequate provision for parking on new estates, electric car 
charging points, and the desire to protect our unique        
landscape setting. But the team persisted and finally          
prevailed. 

The proposed NDP has been approved by an external 
examiner, and endorsed by Chudleigh Town Council. All it 
now requires is the consent of the town’s residents. Once that 
is obtained, it becomes a legal document, with the same  
standing as the TDC Local Plan. 

For that to happen, it needs a simple majority at the 
Referendum on 13th February. Some of us are suffering from 
election fatigue; many of us are highly skeptical of the       
electoral process and the politicians who depend on it. But this 
Referendum is different. It is a chance for us to make a positive 
difference in how our town develops in the coming years. 
Growth and development are inevitable; let’s make sure that 
we maintain whatever control we can over the process. 

January 2020 

Copy date Tuesday 11th February for the next issue. Reserve your 
space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 
854611. The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations 
of space. Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the 
editor. 

This first issue of the new year is packed, as always, with 
details of events coming up in the next few weeks. There’s another 
visit from the ever-popular Angel Heart Theatre. CADS brings us 
their eagerly-awaited latest offering (oh, yes, they do!). And there’s 
another film night on behalf of Cancer Lifeline South West. Unlike 
those of you with kids, I’ve not read any Roald Dahl, so I’m really 
looking forward to seeing The BFG for the first time. And I hope to 
see lots of you there, too. 

Have a great month and a very Happy New 
Year to all our readers. 

Kate 
    

Gorgito’s Ice Rink  
by Chudleigh author, Elizabeth Ducie 

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/october-2019.pdf
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Film Society News  
 
On Friday 14th February we 

are screening the drama The 
Bookshop (2017, Cert PG, 113 
min).  

Set in 1959 and 
adapted from Penelope         
Fitzgerald’s acclaimed novel, 
it is the story of free-spirited Florence Green (Emily Mortimer), 
who decides to open a bookshop in a sleepy seaside town. 
Fighting damp, cold and initial local apathy, she introduces the 
community to the best literature of the day. However, while her 
activities bring her kindred spirits like Mr Brundish (Bill Nighy), 
they also invite enemies including the less prosperous shopkeepers 
and the redoubtable Mrs Gamart (Patricia Clarkson).  

The film will be screened in the Woodway Room,      
Chudleigh Town Hall (use main entrance); doors open 7.15pm for 
8pm screening. Admission is £6 on the door for non-members and       
refreshments are for sale beforehand.  

Full details on membership and screenings can be found on 
our website  or by phoning 01626 859078. 

 
 

Members of the Chudleigh and District U3A had a busy 

December with the various group activities and a           
pre-Christmas get-together at the Town hall where they 
enjoyed a “ploughman’s lunch” washed down with a glass 
of wine or soft drinks. About 40 members attended. 

During the last few weeks, the Theatre Group    
visited the Little Theatre in Torquay where they were  
treated to a programme of Christmas words and music; all 
the members who went enjoyed this enormously. The 
Walking Group, joined with the Teign U3A group, started 
a walk at the Double Locks pub on the Exeter Canal, 
walked along the canal and the river to Exeter Quay where 
they stopped for refreshments and then back to the Double 
Locks.  Lunch was taken at the Poachers Inn in Ide. 

Other Group activities included the Mah Jong 
group playing at the Constitutional Club and the           
Photography group meeting at the same venue, presenting 
images based on the theme “leading lines”. 

There are a total of some twenty groups all of 
whom are active in pursuing their interests. 

Any one wishing to find out more about U3A 
should contact the secretary, Tony Ducker, on 01626 
852233 or search online for Chudleigh and District U3A. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Chudleigh and                
District 

Some of the 
members 

enjoying their 
Christmas 

get-together 

http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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 Over the next few weeks and months you may notice changes in 

your surroundings, something more pleasurable than mud on 
roads, and traffic lights.  

We are recruiting more volunteers to continue improving 
wildlife habitats and biodiversity within Chudleigh Parish. We 
will be removing non-native trees as well as those too large for 
their site, and replacing them with fruit trees and native trees 
which are of benefit to wildlife.  

We will be leaving some strips of grass to grow longer and 
planting more insect friendly plants in the wider verges of Lawn 
Drive (below). We will also be planting some of the paved areas, 
for   example at the top of Oldway, to provide a  better habitat for   
invertebrates.  

  

In order to carry out this work we are hoping to gather 
volunteers from groups of people living near to our parks and 
open spaces and, through regular volunteering and social sessions, 
make a concerted effort to move these ideas forward as quickly as 
possible. Culver Green residents have already formed a working 
group and we hope that more groups will emerge soon. 

All of this is in partial response to the climate emergency 
and is supported by Chudleigh Town Council, Chudleigh WILD 
and the Action for Climate Change in Teignbridge (ACT)      
Ecology Group. 

Can we just remind you to look at the Chudleigh      
Neighbourhood Development Plan which you will be able to vote 
for on Thursday 13th February. We have tried to put in as much 
support as possible for sustainability and habitat improvement, 
but as we know, it doesn’t work without sustained grass roots 
pressure. If the plan is passed, we get more of the developer’s 
money to spend as we would like to, an increase from 15% to 
25%, so please don’t forget to cast your vote.  

 
 

Tessa Frost: rat.frost@gmail.com 
 

Sue Smallshire: suesmallshire@gmail.com 
ChudleighWILD secretary  

 
 

Our Prickly Friends 
At this time of year hedgehogs are hibernating. Mostly. They 

do sometimes wake up and forage around for food if the   
weather is mild. So it is not unusual for the odd hedgehog to be 
seen at night and they should be left alone. You can leave out 
dog, cat or hedgehog food in a feeder to supplement their diet.  

But if you see a hedgehog in distress or out in the     
daytime and think it needs help, take it inside in a box and place 
a well-wrapped hot water bottle underneath it. Fill the bottle 
with hot tap water (not boiling) – you should be able to hold 
your hand comfortably on the bottle when wrapped. It’s really 
important that the bottle is not allowed to go cold or it will do 
more harm than good, so change the water frequently. Once you 
have the hedgehog settled, you can call the British Hedgehog         
Preservation Society (BHPS) on 01584 890 801 or Stephanie 
at the South Devon Hedgehog Hospital in Kingskerswell on 
07716 768618. Initial advice can also be sought from Kelly at 
KJG dog groomers by the Chudleigh 
Co-op: 07783 388966. Do not leave on 
doorsteps in a box! 

Several members of our group 
are looking after hedgehogs for the  
winter for Stephanie. They are full 
weight and are able to hibernate. Lizzie 
is caring for  Ruby who is now a healthy 
929g. She is cosily accommodated in a 
rabbit hutch in Lizzie's garden (right) 
and in the spring she will be returned to 
the area where she was found. Sarah and 
Rob are caring for Needles (very sharp 
boy!), Zebedee and Mickey. Sarah vol-
unteers one day a week at the hospital 
which she thoroughly enjoys.  

If you are interested in caring for 
hedgehogs, check out the Basic First Aid & Rehabilitation Of 
Hedgehogs Course that Stephanie has organised to be held in 
Torquay on Wednesday 25th March. 
There are only thirty places available 
and they are being snapped up so hurry 
if you are interested. You can book 
through Vale Wildlife website. 

One of the simplest ways to help 
our hedgehogs here in Chudleigh is to 
make a hedgehog highway. It is a simple 
15cm square hole made in your     
boundary fences/walls so that hedgehogs 
can travel around using the gardens  
rather than our busy roads. Jonathan has 
made a sign (right) that will gradually 
tour the town and might be located now 
in a road near you. You can get more 
details by clicking here. 

An email was sent to Linden 
Homes in November to ask them to put 
hedgehog highways on their new estate. But we’ve received no 
reply. Hopefully Chudleigh WILD, the Amenity Society and the 
Environment Committee of  Chudleigh Town Council will send 
their requests in support and receive a (positive) reply. It doesn’t 
cost the developers much and will go some way to help our 
wildlife adjust to these large estates  built on our green fields. 
We will keep you posted.  

For more information and photos on our activities go to 
our Facebook page. Or get in touch by email.  

http://www.valewildlife.org.uk/courses/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/link-your-garden
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/
mailto:chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.com
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Looking 
For      
Advice? 
 
Citizens 
Advice   
are here on      
Thursdays 
 
 
 

 

SOUP for Chudleigh: Pitchers 
Needed 

 

Following a number of SOUP Community Fundraising Events 

across Teignbridge, SOUP is finally coming to Chudleigh! 
This new, tasty fundraising initiative is simple: local people 

come together, give a donation for a bowl of soup, and listen to 
people pitch for their community-benefiting project ideas.  

Pitchers each have the floor for up to five minutes and must 
rely on their passion and speaking abilities to win over the        
audience. 

With the presentations over, soup is served and participants 
will have time to think, chat with others, and mull over the ideas 
before choosing their favourite one.  

The event is supported by SEARCH, a number of local 
businesses and local benefactors. 

The winning pitches get to take home, between them, a 
share both of money taken at the door and local donations. There is 
also an opportunity to ask for other support from the community. 
They get to use it to fund their plans, with the promise they will 
come back to report on their progress at the next SOUP event. 

Coming along on Saturday 22nd February at 6pm to the 
Town Hall will also give you a chance to hear how previous     
winners have spent their money, eat tasty SOUP and of course vote 
who are the most deserving projects. 

You do not need to be a registered charity in order to pitch. 
All that is needed is an idea that benefits the community! So get on 
your thinking heads and write a paragraph about your idea or    
project, and send it to anja@teigncvs.org.uk  by 6th February.  
Alternatively ask Anja for a pitching form to fill in. Places to    
attend can be booked at tcvs.eventbrite.co.uk.  

For more information contact Anja at anja@teigncvs.org.uk 
or on 01626 326120 

Save The Date: 
Fairtrade Extravaganza  
Evening  
  

In Chudleigh we will be celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight on 

Friday 6th March with a Fairtrade Extravaganza Evening. 
There will be food tasting, stalls, raffles, wine and drinks. We 
will be hearing from cocoa farmers Mr Ernest Boateng and Ms 
Vida Ahyia from Kuapo Kokoo, Ghana who will be visiting 
Devon as part of Fairtrade Fortnight. Doors will open in the 
upstairs room in the Town Hall from 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

Chudleigh earned renewal of its Fairtrade Town status 
in the autumn and the certificate will be presented to the 
Mayor during the evening.  Come and join us!!  

Chudleigh school will also be holding a schools’    
conference to learn all about chocolate production from the 
Ghanaian visitors. Part of the morning will also be exploring 
the impact of climate change for the farmers and their land. 
Various local schools will be joining in the event. 

  
For more information contact Margaret Parsons on 

01626 852740 or Leah Stirrat on 01626 852771 
 

 

mailto:anja@teigncvs.org.uk
tcvs.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:anja@teigncvs.org.uk
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is proud to support 

Cancer Lifeline South West 
 
As Chudleigh Phoenix editor, Kate McCormick, formally      

became a Trustee of Cancer Lifeline South West at the beginning 
of this month, we will be devoting a whole page to this wonderful 
local charity each month from now on. In addition to notices 
about upcoming fund-raising events and feedback on completed 
ones, we will bring you more details of the charity itself, its    
purpose and its activities; and introduce you to some of the people 
involved as Trustees, or volunteers. 

Thank You For Your Generosity, Chudleigh  

Every year, the parishioners of Chudleigh Parish Church have a 

special collection at the services on Christmas Eve  and Christmas 
Day, with the proceeds being donated to nominated charities. And 
this year, CLSW was one of the recipients, with an incredibly 
generous donation of more than £1000. Lisa Lea-Weston made a 
presentation about the charity at the Christmas Eve service and 
then returned on Sunday 5th January (below) to receive the     
donation and give thanks on behalf of her fellow Trustees and all 
supporters and clients of CLSW. 

Then on Saturday 11th January, the CLSW Coffee    
Morning at the Town Hall raised more than £130. A great start to 
the year! Thank you to everyone who contributed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLSW: The Purpose 

A cancer diagnosis can have a far-reaching effect on people and 

their families. The diagnosis is shocking and the treatment is often 
aggressive; the whole experience is highly traumatic. 

Post treatment is a time when people are expected to ‘get 
back to normal’ but for many ‘normal’ has changed for ever. The 
shock of the diagnosis and treatment wears off and the reality sets 
in. It can be a time when people feel isolated and alone.  

Cancer Lifeline South West offers 3-day residential breaks 
for cancer patients – on their own or with a relative or friend—
providing an opportunity to accept what has happened;           
understand the new normal; and plan for the future. 

The group is limited to 10 participants and is facilitated by 
professional counsellors, experienced in working with people 
affected by life-threatening illness, who lead relaxation and    
meditation groups and help with ‘coping’ strategies and        
mindfulness. 

Our Next Fund-raiser 

  

Lisa Lea-Weston and  Rev. Paul Wimsett. (Photo Nicky Over) 
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Sunday 19th January 

3pm, Community School Hall 
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Jacqui Parkinson’s new display 
at Exeter Cathedral 
  

Some of you will remember a feature we published in July 2015 

about the work of textile artist, Jacqui Parkinson, who lives in    
Chudleigh. She works on a very large scale, making exhibitions 
for tour in cathedrals. Many visitors to Exeter Cathedral will   
remember her extraordinary exhibition Threads through          
Revelation which we featured in October 2016. 

 Now Jacqui is back, bringing a new display to Exeter  
Cathedral, called Tree of Life and Open Heaven. It’s the second 
stop on a tour of cathedrals all over England.  

 Tree of Life consists of three huge stitched panels on a 
subject that runs though the bible. They are highly intricate and 
very beautiful.  

 
 Open Heaven is very different but again intensely       

dramatic and thought provoking: an installation—a kind of   
sculpture—a visual statement.  It’s a life size figure, hung on a 
huge rope ladder that reaches high into the cathedral. It’s not often 
we are face to face with a Messiah! That’s the feeling, as the   
figure is gazing at you and almost touching you.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacqui’s exhibition is on display now at Exeter        

Cathedral and can be seen until 22nd February. 

 

 

 

Pictures: (left) the 
stitched panels of 

Tree of Life;  
(right) the life-size 

sculpture from 
Open Heaven 

When we hear of an incident of vandalism we react in various 

way: anger; incomprehension; disgust etc. We feel ‘something 
should be done’. Over the 12+ years I have lived in Chudleigh, 
there have been a number of spates of vandalism. The medieval 
rood screen was damaged in the church; the pagoda in Fore Street 
Play Park has been damaged, as has the youth shelter at the skate 
park, as well as the skatepark itself.  

The latest incidence was an arson attack in the playground 
behind the church. This has led to one of the most popular swings 
being out of act for some weeks until it is replaced and a new  
surface put under it. This is going to cost £1,820. 

Chudleigh is lucky that it has several playgrounds where 
children can let off steam and their parents relax before their day 
continues. I wonder how many people realise how these          
playgrounds get built? They are mainly financed by developers 
building houses. But, once built, they become the responsibility of 
the town council. So, the cost of maintenance, safety checks and 
ultimately their replacement falls to the Council Tax payers of 
Chudleigh. In the case of the new playgrounds at Fore Street and 
The Gardens this runs into tens of thousands of pounds. If you see 
the enjoyment that children get from these it is hard to think    
otherwise than it’s a case of money well spent. To enhance      
facilities for children, the town council also built a Multi-User 
Games Area at Fore Street and a skate park off Mill Stream  
Meadow. 

Vandalism does not occur during the day. In the evening 

the playparks and skatepark are used by a different group of 
youngsters, who want somewhere to hang out. Even though   
Chudleigh has a sports centre, scout troop and youth centre, these 
young people prefer to be unsupervised. Unfortunately, some of 
them pass their time by destroying things. 

Some people would like these youths punished. But is this 
the right way to deal with them? I imagine most of us did things to 
irritate adults when we were young. Anyone who has played 
‘thunder and lightning’ probably never considered whether their 
actions caused distress. My experience of teaching young people 
in primary school through to 18+ has shown me that young people 
do not start off bad, they are made bad through the actions of 
adults. You only have to say hello to the pre-schoolers playing 
outside the Scout Headquarters to appreciate how engaging     
children can be. I think the main issue is a lack of contact with and 
provision for some of our young teenagers. 

So, what is the answer? In a word, engagement. There are 
several organisations in town who are trying to connect with these 

youngsters: the town council through its youth committee; the 
youth centre; the parish and Baptist churches; as well as the     

sports centre, youth centre and scout troop mentioned above.  

There needs to be more of this, or vandals will      
continue to be a financial burden on our town, denying all 
youngsters access to facilities while they are being repaired 

or replaced; and growing into less well-adjusted adults. 

Chudleigh Concerns: Michael McCormick reflects on the cost and causes of    

vandalism in our town 

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/july-2015.pdf
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/october-2016.pdf
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Folk Band and Folk Dancing 
 

We meet in the Woodway Room in the Town Hall every Monday 

evening during term-time starting at 7pm for our Band to practise 
and learn more tunes. Our Band consists of Mary Marker leading us 
on accordion, with a variety of accordions, guitars, violin, flute, 
recorders, penny whistle and a tambourine, and we have great fun 
playing together. 

The dancers arrive just before 8pm for two hours of folk 
dancing, initially to the Band playing and then to CDs, with all the 
dances walked through first. No experience is required and not to 
worry if you are on your own as other people on their own will be 
there too! Water and cups are available but you are welcome to 
bring your own drink if you wish, and there are some nibbles     
provided too to keep the energy levels up! The evening is very   
social and great fun, so come along and see what we do! 
 

Dates in 2020 are: 

January – Monday 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th 

February – Monday 3rd, 10th, (half term), 24th 

March – Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th 

followed by Easter holiday 

Leader/Caller – Mary Marker, 01626 854141  

Treasurer – Frances Daysh, 01626 853173 

 
Nominations close 17th January 

 

Nominations can be made by clicking here for 
the 14 categories in the annual  

Teignbridge Sport & Community Awards 
 
 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/sportscommunityawards


 

 

Page 10 

January 2020 

The latest issue of the Community and Voluntary     
Services monthly Funding News is available now. It 
is packed with opportunities for grants and other 
funding options for charities and community         
organisations. You can download it from the    
Chudleigh Phoenix website by clicking here. 

Teignbridge CVS also posts funding opportunities 
daily on Facebook and Twitter. 

Resources available to small businesses via your local Growth Hub 

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

 

From time to time, Teignbridge District Council consults with residents 

on issues about which it requires our input. There are two surveys    
running at the moment:  
 

Budget survey 2020/21 

 
Every year, our views are sought on where the council’s spending    
priorities should be for the new financial year. TDC would be very 
grateful if we could take a few moments to take part in this year’s   
budget survey.  
 
Take survey 
 
The survey closes on Friday 31st   January. 
 

Alternative Giving Scheme - a better way to help the   

homeless 

There has been an increase in the number of people asking for money on 
the street. As an alternative to the public giving cash to individuals, 
TDC is looking at effective, safer ways for us to donate cash, so that 
local homeless people get the extra support they need. This survey   
contains only a couple of questions. 
 
Take survey 

Teignbridge     
Surveys 

Bulky Waste Collections 
 
Teignbridge District Council provides a collection service 
for large or heavy household items, such as fridges or 
furniture. 
 
This is a chargeable service and must be booked and paid 
for in advance. 
 

Non-refundable booking fee 

There is a £21 non-refundable booking fee on all bulky 
waste collections. Before making a booking make sure 
you are certain, as this fee is not refundable on            
cancellation. There is no refund if an attempt to make 
collection fails to due to accessibility issues. Be sure to 
read all the conditions of the bulky waste collection before 
proceeding. 
 

Charges 

£8.50 per item in addition to the booking fee. 

 

Discount 

If you are in receipt of council tax reduction (also known 
as council tax benefit) you may be entitled to a reduction 
of £8.50 on a fridge/freezer collection.  
 
You will need to supply your benefit reference number 
(found on your award letter) in order to claim this       
discount.  
 

Items for Collection 

There is a long list of items that can be collected via this 
service; plus a list of items that cannot. Full details of 
these and other aspects of the service can be found by 
clicking here. 

 

Collection staff 

Collections are made by ReFurnish, a charitable          
organisation that may resell the items they collect if they 
are suitable. 

Collection staff always wear uniform and carry ID. 

Always ask for proof of identity before allowing staff onto 
your property to collect your bulky waste. 

 

Book a bulky waste collection 

The best way to book a collection is to complete the 
online form on Teignbridge District Council’s website. 
Alternatively, you can telephone 01626 361101 and ask 
for the Recycling & Waste Team . 

 

 

 

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2019/12/fundingnewsdec19pdf.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TeignCVS/
https://twitter.com/teigncvs
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=157648606577
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=157538277403
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/special-collections/bulky-waste-collections/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/special-collections/bulky-waste-collections/book-a-bulky-waste-collection/
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Chudleigh Citizen’s Award for 2020: 

This award was introduced by the Town Council in 2012 to     
recognise individuals who, in a voluntary capacity, have served 
Chudleigh and its people, and made the town a better place. The 
previous winners of the award are: 

 
2012: Alan Brunton 
2013: Sue Metcalfe 
2014: Jillian Wood and Joan Prowse 
2015: Stewart Sapp and Mike Moyse 
2016: Alan and Annie Holman 
2017: Christopher Evans and Lizzie Cornish 
2018: Carole Smart 
2019: Pam Tuckett, Charmaine Blaiklock & Kelly Abbot 
 
It is now time to seek nominations for the 2020 award. If 

you would like to nominate someone, contact the Town Hall in 
person or by email and we will let you have a nomination form. 
The   closing date for nominations is 13th March and the award 
will be presented at the Annual Town Meeting in May. 
 

Councillor changes at the Town Council: 

A vacancy was created last year following the resignation of Heath 
Baxter from Chudleigh Town Council. As there were insufficient 
requests to trigger a formal poll, the council was able to fill the 
post by co-option. When Full Council met on 6th January, they 
decided to co-opt Clare Lillington to fill the vacant post. Clare will 
be familiar to many of you as she was a long-serving councillor up 
to the May 2019 election and is a past Mayor of Chudleigh. 

At the same meeting our two District Councillors, Lorraine 
Evans and Richard Keeling, announced their resignations from the 
Town Council. As members of the ruling District Council        
administration they have been finding they have insufficient time 
to serve the Town Council at the level they would have wished. 
The two vacancies will be advertised in due course. 

 

2020/21 Precept Frozen 

After lengthy discussions, Chudleigh Town Councillors have   
taken the decision to freeze the precept for 2020/21 at its current 
level of £148,995. A Band D household in Chudleigh currently 
pays £1,940.56 in Council tax, of which £87.30 comes to the 
Town Council. This freeze in precept will mean that the Band D 
property contribution to the Town Council will remain at £87.30 
per annum.  

Cllr Martin Tinkler, the Chair of the Town Council and 
Mayor, said: “In the current economic climate we do realise that 
any increase in Council Tax bills will be unwelcome. Let’s face it, 
some of the residents in our town are really struggling financially. 
We know that they will face Council Tax increases in the next 
financial year due to the decisions made by other authorities but all 
we can do is make sure that we are not adding to that burden. The 
Town Council’s budget is facing financial pressures, but we    
believe that we can maintain our current level of services without 
increasing the precept. Due to prudent financial management in 
previous years we have a reasonable level of reserves and that 
allows us to make the decision we have” 

Councillors also decided to freeze the costs of room hires 
at the Town Hall and keep cemetery charges at their current level. 
Cllr. Tinkler explained “The hirers of our rooms are very         
important to us. They provide close to 25% of the Council’s    
income. Most have been with us for many years and we wanted to 
repay their loyalty by not increasing their charges. We will be 

increasing allotment plot rentals by £1 per plot. This will go some 
way towards enabling us to make some improvements at the two 
sites”  

Rural Skip Service: 

The rural skip service will be paying its annual visit to Chudleigh 
on Saturday 8th February. It will be in the Market Way car park 
from 10am to 4pm. This service is for bulky household waste only, 
NO TRADE WASTE will be accepted. Please do not deposit any 
waste at the site before the skip has arrived. The  following      
materials  CANNOT  be  accepted:  

  

• Dead pets and animals 

• Food waste  

• Demolition and construction waste  

• Plastic pipes/guttering/facia etc 

• Plastic window or door frames (with or without glass)  

• Bath or shower tray (plastic, fiberglass or composite) 

• Shower screen (glass or plastic) 

• Garden waste  

• Soil and rubble (including tiles and sanitary ware)  

• Insulation materials 

• Roofing felt  

• Trade waste 

• Tyres  

• Hazardous waste (including fluorescent tubes)  

• Toxic wastes 

• Oils & other liquid wastes (including household chemicals) 

• Vehicle batteries  

• Gas cylinders 

• Sharps/clinical items  

• Plasterboard and asbestos   
 
The Contractor’s decision is final in deciding the volumes and 
types of material acceptable. 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Chudleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan has passed the 
independent inspection stage and can now progress to public   
referendum. The referendum was delayed due to the General  
Election but is scheduled for Thursday 13th February.  

This is an important date for your diary. If voters choose to 
adopt the Neighbourhood Development Plan it will allow the 
Town Council to have a greater influence in how the town       
develops. 

We have hard copies of the proposed Neighbourhood   
Development plan at the Town Hall and we can also email you a 
copy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

Town Hall News with John Carlton 
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 
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What’s On In 

Wednesday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: January issue due 
out. 
U3A: Matthew Denney talks about 
William Morris, Woodway Room, 
10am to 12 noon. 

Thursday 16th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 
Carnival: Bingo, Town Hall, 7pm. 

Friday 17th 
Amenity Society: Richard Hesketh with 
Devon Photo Quiz, Town Hall, 7.30pm, 
details page 9. 

Saturday 18th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Childminders Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 
Board Games Night: No 1, The 
Square, 6pm, details page 2. 

Sunday 19th 
Angel Heart Theatre:  Mazymeg and 
the Honey Bees, Community School Hall, 
3pm, details in December CP. 

Monday 20th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: Rest Centre, 
10am. 

Wednesday 22nd 
Town Council:  Planning Committee 
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm. 

Thursday 23rd 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 

Saturday 25th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Guides Coffee Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 
Cancer Lifeline SW: Film night: The 
BFG, Woodway Room, 6.30pm for 
7pm, details page 6. 

Sunday 26th 
NADSA Concert: Newton Abbot, 3pm, 
details page 7. 

Thursday 30th 
Produce Market: Outside Town Hall, 
8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 

Saturday 1st 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Cystic Fibrosis Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 

Messy Church: Parish Church, 3.30pm 
to 5.30pm. 

Monday 3rd 
Chudleigh Town Council: Full meeting, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Wednesday 5th 
W.I.: Rest Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 6th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 
SOUP: Closing date to pitch for a 
speaking slot, details page 5. 

Friday 7th 
History Group: Robert Hesketh with 
Devon’s Railway Heritage, Woodway 
Room, 7.30pm, details page 3.       
Preceded by AGM at 7pm.  
CADS: Alice in Wonderland,           
pantomime, Community School Hall, 
7.30pm, details page 7.  

Saturday 8th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Tunes for Toddlers Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Rural Skip: Car park, Market Way, 
10am to 4pm, details page 11. 
CADS: Alice in Wonderland,           
pantomime, Community School Hall, 
2pm and 7.30pm, details page 7.  
Chudleigh AFC: Entertainment in 
memory of Joan Sercombe and Marie 
Davis, Chudleigh AFC Clubhouse, 
7.30pm, details page 9. 

Sunday 9th 
CADS: Alice in Wonderland,           
pantomime, Community School Hall, 
2.30pm, details page 7.  

Tuesday 11th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy date for 
February issue. 
Action on Hearing Loss:    Information 
Point, 10am to noon, Town Hall 

Thursday 13th 
NDP Referendum: Town Hall, 7am to 
10pm, details pages 1 and 11. 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 

Friday 14th 
Film Society: The Bookshop (Cert PG), 
Woodway Room, 7.15pm for 8pm, 
details page 3. 

Saturday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: February issue 
due out. 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Cricket Club Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 
Board Games Night: No 1, The 
Square, 6pm, details page 2 

FEBRUARY 

JANUARY Save The Date 
 
 

With the support of the History 

Group, Chudleigh will be staging an 
afternoon of entertainment and a high 
tea on the Bank Holiday, Friday 8th 
May in the Woodway Room, to     
celebrate and commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day (Victory in 
Europe) of the Second World War.  

During July Alan Brunton will 
be giving a presentation entitled The 
final months of the Second World War, 
Victory in Europe and Victory over 
Japan, in the same venue.  

Further details of both events 
will be available nearer the time. 
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