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Inside this issue: 
It’s Taken Three Years — But We’ve Made It! 

Welcome to the first Chudleigh Phoenix of 2013, 
which we are delighted to bring directly to the front 
door of every home in the town. 

Some of you will be very familiar with CP, 
since you receive the electronic version each month,  
or read the paper copies from the Town Hall. 

Some of you will remember CP from the 
original version that used to be delivered between 
2007 and 2009 — although you may be thinking 
you haven’t seen one lately. 

And some of you will never have heard of 
CP — and we’re hoping you realise we are more 
than just another piece of junk mail. 

Whichever group you belong to, we hope 
you enjoy this issue. Please get in touch, tell us 
what you like and what you don’t. We’re waiting to 
hear from you. 

 

What is Chudleigh Phoenix? 
CP is a community magazine written by and for the 
people of Chudleigh. It was originally launched in 
2007 by Conrad Robinson, who kept it going in 
paper format for two years.  

It was relaunched in electronic format in 
October 2009 by Sharon Cook and Kate        
McCormick. Since then, it has grown from four 
pages every two months to six pages each month — 
and every issue is bursting at the seams with articles 
about planned events; reports and pictures of events 
already held; profiles of local businesses or        

personalities; notices of local interest from the 
Town, District or County Councils; restaurant    
reviews; nature columns; competitions; and the 
occasional advert. It is free to all readers. 

We would love to bring every issue out in 
paper form, but don’t have the funding. However, 
since our first issue, we have had the objective of 
getting at least one copy per year through           
everyone’s letterbox — and thanks to the generous 
sponsors shown below, we’ve finally done it.  

What happens next depends on the response 
we get to this issue. We will continue to publish the 
electronic version and are hoping that lots of you 
will sign up for that (see below).  

However, we need more information about 
the demand for a paper copy.  In this increasingly 
electronic age, it is easy to forget that many people 
do not live in front of their computer screens.  We 
believe that Chudleigh Phoenix is an important 
communication route within town. To be effective, 
we need to reach as many people as possible, as 
often as possible. How can we reach YOU? 

Our Sponsors 
Huge thanks to the following whose generous      
sponsorship has made this issue possible: 

• Teignbridge District Council 

• Chudleigh Carnival Committee 

• Chudleigh Pensioners 

• Chudleigh Town Council 

• The Money Range 

• Teignlocks 

Also to Webselect who sponsor our electronic          
distribution. 

What Next? 
• If you have never seen Chudleigh Phoenix before and would 

like to read some of the back issues, our archive is on line 
and can be found at: 

 www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk/read.html. 

• If you would like to read Chudleigh Phoenix regularly, then 
email us and we will add you to the distribution list for the 
link to the electronic version:  

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk. 

• Also email us if you want an article or news item published. 

• If you would like to read Chudleigh Phoenix regularly but 
do not have an internet connection , please ring us or drop a 
note into the Town Hall for us. We need to know the true 
demand for the paper copies. 

01626 854611  

 

Sharon (right) 
and Kate 

(left), editors 
of Chudleigh 

Phoenix 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk 
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From the Editors  
Pretty much everything we want to say this 
month can be found on page 1. We would just 
add that to celebrate this special issue, we’ve 
added a couple of extra pages and used them 
to  remind you of some of the fun and        
excitement of 2012. We hope 2013 is even 
more fun (and maybe a little drier) for all of 
us. 

Kate and Sharon  

Copy date 31st January for February issue. Reserve your space in advance.   

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 01626 854611 

The editors reserve the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editors. 

2013  
Short Story Competition 

www.heathside.com 

 

www.thewriteretreat.com 

Open to all writers, published or unpublished 

Open theme, 1200 —1500 words, entry fee £4 

(£3 for members of Chudleigh Writers’ Circle) 

Closing date for entries: 31st January 2013 

Three main prizes: £100; £50; £25 

additional £25 prize for best entry from a local writer  

Judges: Katherine Parris, The Write Retreat Ltd, Brittany 

plus Elizabeth Ducie and Sharon Cook 

For competition rules and details of how to enter 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk  

or email us  

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

Competition sponsored by: 

Heathside Information Services Ltd  

The Write Retreat 

I n 1999/2000 The Amenity Society obtained a grant to 
undertake an oral history project. Thirty four elderly    
residents (or couples) talked about the Chudleigh of their 
younger days. These interviews were recorded on mini-
disc, which are now obsolete, and were then left to      
languish in a cupboard in the Town Hall.  

With the permission of the Amenity Society I have 
now transferred these interviews to MP3 format, and 
started to put them onto CDs. I have also conducted one 
further interview and hope to recruit some volunteers to 
carry out more — there are still lots of our elderly        
residents with a great tale to tell. 

The interviews are fascinating (leaving aside the 
one where the dog barked throughout!) and deserve to be 
heard. I am happy to put them onto your memory stick, or 
supply them on CD (50p). I also have one copy of each on 
cassette tape. Eight have been typed up and I hope that we 
might do more, but that is an expensive exercise and in 
any case they lose something when read. Please contact 
me on 852123 or brandon1973@homecall.co.uk for a list 
of interviews. 

Chudleigh Oral History   
Project: a message from Roger   
Brandon 

Congratulations... 
to Allan Bapty who celebrated his 85th 
birthday in December. Many happy   
returns, Allan. 

Commiserations… 
to Tricia Bapty who took a nasty tumble 
during Allan’s birthday bash and broke 
her hip.  Tricia, we hope the road to  
recovery is not too long or painful. 

Short stories… 

perfect for those snatched moments 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

There is a Concert to Celebrate our 
Soldiers in Exeter Cathedral on  
Saturday 23rd February. Tickets 
start at £20. Please contact Tony 
Woodville on 859195 or email him 
at tonywoodville@btinternet.com if 
you are interested. 

Amenity Society 

Allan Bapty at a tea party 
to celebrate his  85th  

birthday 
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HEATHSIDE TUTORSHEATHSIDE TUTORSHEATHSIDE TUTORSHEATHSIDE TUTORS    

Chemistry to A Level/IB 

Maths, Physics, Biology to GCSE 

Qualified Teacher, CRB checked      

Michael, 01626 854611 

michael@heathside.com  

Well hopefully you all had as good a Christmas as I 
did.  Like most people the bills are dropping on the 
door mat and the true financial cost of Christmas is 
rapidly becoming a stark reality.  No-one likes bills but 
there are some things that you can do to lighten the load 
and it is certainly worth committing some time to    
seeing exactly where you can make savings.   

For example, a credit card debt of just £3000 at 
an APR rate of say 17.31% (which is the average!) 
would mean over £500 of interest.  But, if you switched 
to a credit card provider offering an interest free deal 
(the best at the time of writing is 22 months) you would 
save almost £700 over the 22 months.  Assuming it 
takes 30 minutes to complete and submit the            
application online, that’s about £1400 an hour you just 
paid yourself. Tell me what job you can do and be paid 
that much!  And that’s on just one financial area.  The 
sad thing is that very few of us will do it and the     
financial institutions that have allegedly caused us so 
much pain over the past few years, are getting fatter as 
a result of our inertia and apathy.  Do you really want 
to contribute to a Banker’s bonus? 

There are other areas that you can save too.  If 
you regularly dip into an overdraft at the end of each 
month just before payday, and about a third of us do, 
there is a Bank that gives a £250 interest free buffer.  
Better than paying bank charges.  Some  actually pay 
you to switch, providing you pay in your salary of say 
at least £1500 per month.  These days Banks make it 
much easier to transfer Direct Debits and the like so it 
should be pain free. 

Hopefully that has helped.  And finally.... the 
legal bit.  Nothing in this article should be construed as 
advice, accidentally or otherwise. 

New Year Financial Planning with Steve Underwood 
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Chudleigh: A Year in Pictures 
Phil Marsh turned 
100; the Rising 
Fives were 
‘outstanding’; and 
Michael Kirby 
won our local 
writers’ prize... 

2012 was a packed year. Here’s just a brief summary of what we 
covered in the past twelve months…. 

Alice’s Laundrette was ‘Business of the Year’; Alan Brunton was ‘Citizen of the Year’ and the 
two Vals celebrated 30 years in hairdressing... 

Alex 
Robbins 
was our 
60th 
Carnival 
Queen... 

… and to celebrate the other Queen’s       
Diamond Jubilee, we climbed the hill above 
Chudleigh to see the beacon lit, planted a 
bush, hung out flags, sang songs and ate cake 
— lots of cake! 



 Chudleigh Phoenix 
January 2013 

Page 5 

An injured Mel 
spoke ... 

The Harcombe Singers    
performed ... 

WI Fairies paraded... 

Chudfest brought children 
writing stories, cowboys 
and cowgirls, Red      
Sparrows, talented    
Chudleighites and open 
gardens... 

More cake was 
eaten at the Rotary 
Cream Tea and the 
H i s t o r y 
G r o u p / C A D A S 
anniversary do... In September, we Beat the 

Bounds and celebrated    
Twinning’s 30th Anniversary 
sans twins 

Alan and Annie Holman received 
well-deserved recognition for their 
services to the Carnival Committee 

Phil Blackmore involved the audience in 
his act at the Variety Concert while the 
Mummers bemused children and amused 
adults on Boxing Day. 

It also rained — a lot — but we decided 
not to show any pictures of that.  

We Need Your Photos... 

Most of these photos were taken by us, 
but we could do with your help in 2013. 
Why not get your cameras out and send 
us your photos. We’ll credit if we print. 
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Carnival News  
from Alan Holman  

Now that the application deadline has pass for next 
year’s Carnival Queen and attendants, we are 
pleased to announce we have a “Magnificent 7“ line-
up to represent the town in 2013. 

The 61st Chudleigh Carnival Queen will be 
Georgia Abbot-Palmer with her attendants Libby 
Rothwell, Sophia and Chloe Andrews and Chloe,    
Bethany and Jessica Martin. This will be the third 
time on the Carnival Float for Georgia and Libby 
and the second time for Chloe M and Bethany. We 
wish them all a terrific twelve months.  An official 
crowning ceremony will take place later in the year 
with details yet to be finalised. 

Sporting Opportunities at Kate Brook 

I f one of your New Year's resolutions is to 
get more active, don't forget Chudleigh's 
Sports Centre offers the opportunity to play 
football, cricket, lawn bowls and Pétanque. 
Each sport is provided and managed by its 
own individual club with a Sports Centre 
committee administering the general   
maintenance of the pavilion and sports 
field. 

Chudleigh Athletic Football Club's 
season is in full swing now with results 
going well. With two teams in the South 
Devon football league you will normally 
find a game in progress on a Saturday   
afternoon at the Sports Centre with a great 
atmosphere,  plenty of energy and a     
growing band of spectators. Adult and Colts 
training is available during the week.  

The Chudleigh Pétanque Club has 
just completed its first season and has   
already earned some silverware by winning 
four regional tournaments. The Club’s 
president Franck Depreaux also became the 
National Champion of Champions. The 
club is working on preparing their new  
permanent terrain down at the Sports    
Centre but they currently play at Millstream 
Meadow, near Clifford Street, on Sunday 
afternoons from 3:00pm when anyone is 
welcome to go to try out the game.  

Chudleigh Cricket Club is still   
active during the winter providing indoor 
training opportunities for youngsters and 
adults. During 2013 the Saturday 2nd XI 
team will be playing in the top Devon 2nd 
XI league having gained promotion last 
season.   

Chudleigh Bowling Club continues 

to play during the winter at various indoor 
bowling clubs. During the summer season 
there is a full programme of friendlies,  
internal club competitions, league matches 
and county competitions for both men and 
women. The club is open for people of all 
ages and it is a very social sport where   
life-long friendships are formed. Beginners 
are welcomed and members are there to 
help newcomers become proficient bowlers. 
See contact details for all four clubs below. 

The Sports Centre committee is 
actively working towards renewing our 
lease with the Clifford Estate to ensure the 
long-term future of this great Chudleigh 
facility. Chairman John Bryant says: “there 
is a history of sport at Kate Brook since the 
1860s and the success of the clubs currently 
is a foundation for another 50-100 years of 
community competition and friendship 
there” 

The pavilion is about to get a new 
lease of life after our successful application 
for an Inspired Facilities grant from Sport 
England. Our planning application to 

enlarge and enhance our social area has 
been approved by Teignbridge District 
Council and the tender process is almost 
finished. These improvements will not only 
benefit our four associated clubs and their 
members, but we also hope to be able to 
offer more use of the facilities to other  
organisations within the town. 

Our Sports Centre featured in New 
York in November when, despite the      
devastation from Superstorm Sandy to 
some parts of New York and the subsequent 
cancellation of the New York marathon, 
James Halldron, Engineering Consultant for 
our refurbishment project, still did a    
marathon run in the Central Park area.  
James was running to raise money for  
Macmillan Cancer Support following his 
completion of the London Marathon this 
spring in aid of Children with Cancer UK. 
Chudleigh Sports Centre is grateful for 
James's expertise and we were only too 
happy to be one of his sponsors for his run 
after all the help he has donated to the club. 

  

Sports Centre Contact Details 
Chudleigh Athletic Football Club 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/chudleighathleticfootballclub/ 

01626 853649. 

Chudleigh Pétanque Club 
http://www.chudleighpetanqueclub.co.uk/index.html  

01626 854913  

Chudleigh Cricket Club 
http://chudleigh.play-cricket.com/home/home.asp 

01626 853982. 

Chudleigh Bowling Club 
01626 367368 

 

 

 

 

Chudleigh Sports Centre in 
Central Park with       

marathon runner James 
Halldron  
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It was a busy (not to say damp) year and Mr Pesto braved the rain 
to eat out as often as possible on your behalf.  Here is his verdict 
on some of the restaurants you might be thinking of trying: 
 

Les Saveurs, Exmouth, 01395 269459 
A seafood restaurant with great food and service.  The dining room 
is small and intimate. The menu is not exclusively fish.  A three- 
course dinner will cost between £30-£40 per person, excluding 
drinks.  A restaurant for a special night out. 
 

The Highwayman’s Haunt, Chudleigh, 01626 853250 
The Highwayman’s seems to go from strength to strength.  Gordon 
and Jackie have created a wonderful atmosphere.  The staff are 
pleasant, attentive and serve with a smile.  Whether it is a Sunday 
roast, fish and chips or a baguette, washed down with a pint or a 
glass of wine, the Highwayman’s is good value for money and has 
become a regular venue for many people. 
 

The Spice Bazaar Restaurant, Bovey Tracy, 01626    
833 111   
A decent, if small, local Indian restaurant.  The food at The Spice 
Bar is good; I can recommend the starter of Nic-Nacks at £13.00 
for two.  You can choose from an extensive menu or go for the set 
meal for two at £50, which includes a glass of wine or a beer.  
Alternatively, they do takeaway.  If you are a woman, however, be 
prepared to be addressed as Sir! 
 

The Chudleigh Chippy, Chudleigh, 01626 852285 
As popular as ever.  Keith and Jenny provide an excellent service 
at a reasonable price.  If you’re stuck for a meal or just want a 
change from cooking, I can recommend their fish and chips, not 
forgetting mushy peas. 
 

The Magdelan Chapter, Exeter, 01392 281000 
This converted eye hospital is a great setting for a hotel and     
restaurant.  You take drinks in the bar first before being led into a 
huge conservatory that some may remember from when it was the 
Hotel Barcelona.  The food is very good.  There were just two sour 
notes to our visit:  The Crisp Butternut Squash Risotto turned out 
to be a barely-edible deep fried ball of rice — whatever next, Mars 
Bars? Then halfway through they started playing loud “music” that 
would be more appropriate for clubbing in Ibiza.  My tip is to sit 
next to the reception desk where it’s quieter.  Dinner will cost 
from around £25.00 to £40.00 per head. 
 

Other Exeter restaurants that are worth a visit are:  Carluccio’s, 
Princesshay, 01392 410492; Zizzi’s, Ghandi Street, 01392 
274737; and, Ask Italian , Cathedral Close, 01392 427127. 
 

The Claycutters Arms, Chudleigh Knighton, 01626 
853345   
Many of you will remember Julie and Neil from their time at the 
Highwayman’s.  They have transferred their style of cooking to 
the Claycutters.  There is a wide choice available on the menu that 
should suit all tastes and pockets. 
 

The Haldon Diner, Harcombe, 01392 833228 
If you ever crave a full-English breakfast, this is the place to go.  
However, for many it is better known as somewhere to stop and 

rest on the way to somewhere else.   Whether you are on the way 
to the coast, holidaying at Harcombe or a local passing by, you can 
always get a reasonably priced meal at the Haldon Forest Diner. 
 

Sampsons Farm Country Hotel, Preston, 01626 354913 
The dining room at this delightful venue is now open again to non-
residents.  Our experience of the restaurant was not good.  We 
found both food and service disappointing. 

Mr Pesto Recommends 
A round-up of our foodie’s    
recent excursions 

On 30th November 2012 Teignbridge Neighbourhood Watch 
was informed that the Chudleigh Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 
had been wound up. In spite of this, TNHW is committed to  
maintaining the Chudleigh scheme if at all possible using existing 
and possibly new scheme coordinators. The unilateral winding up 
of the scheme in this way does not comply with the Devon and 
Cornwall Community Watch Association rules which state that a 
scheme may only be terminated if a majority of Co-ordinators 
vote in favour of such a motion. Please be assured that if CNHW 
can be rescued, existing Co-ordinators will continue to run their 
schemes as they have done in the past. 

The resurrection of CNHW will not be easy and may take 
some time as no contact information for existing Co-ordinators in 
the Chudleigh area has been passed on to enable us to meet with 
them and move forward. TNHW are meeting with your Police 
Neighbourhood Beat Manager and Police Community Support 
Officer to see if they can be of assistance. We are also indebted to 
staff at Chudleigh Town Council for their tremendous support and 
invaluable suggestions at this early stage. 

If you are an existing CNHW coordinator or deputy or 
would like to find out more about becoming a coordinator, you 
can write, e-mail or telephone — details are shown below. If you 
know the location of any NHW street signs, we would also be 
grateful to know exactly where they are as they will have to be 
removed if no scheme exist there. 

We look forward to hearing from you.  If we have had no 
response by the end of February 2013, it will be necessary to 
make public the fact that Chudleigh no longer has a network of 
NHW coordinators and anyone who has a discounted buildings 
and contents insurance premium for belonging to a registered 
NHW scheme will need to let their insurance company know of 
the change in circumstances.  If, however, enough interest is 
shown before the end of February, we will organise a meeting for 
prospective coordinators and other interested parties in an effort to 
ensure that their communities remain safe. 

Thank you. 
The Teignbridge Neighbourhood Watch Team. 
 

The office is open each Thursday, 9.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. If the 
office is closed leave a message on the answer phone and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

 
Teignbridge Neighbourhood Watch 
Teignmouth Police Office, 
Exeter Road, 
Teignmouth, 
TQ14 9FN 
Tel: 01626 326604 
NHWTeignbridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

Chudleigh Neighbourhood 
Watch (CNHW) 
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Town Hall News and 
On The Beat 

What’s On In Chudleigh 

Contact details:  

John Carlton, Town Clerk,  

01626 853140,  

Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; 
http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/ 

           

Tuesday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix due out. 

Wednesday 16th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:   
Council Chamber, 10am. 
Mother’s Union: Allan and 
Tricia Bapty talk about their 
trip to Uganda, Parish Church, 
2.15pm. 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:   
Evening Group, contact Kate 
for venue, 7.30pm.  

Thursday 17th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 18th 
Chudleigh Amenity Society:     
John Walters with Wildlife of 
Devon,  Woodway Room, 
7.30pm. 

Saturday 19th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 
1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 

 Thursday 24th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 25th 
Chudleigh Film Society:   
Charade  ( romance and      
suspense in Paris), Woodway 
Room, 7.15pm for 8pm. 

 Saturday 26th 

Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 
1pm. 
Brownies Coffee Morning: 
Rest   Centre, 10am. 
CADS Pantomime: Chudleigh 
Community Hall, 2pm and 7pm 
[ticket only] 

Sunday 27th 
CADS Pantomime: Chudleigh 
Community Hall, 3pm [ticket 
only] 

 Thursday 31st 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy 
deadline for February issue. 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 1ST 
History Group: AGM followed 
by Antiques Roadshow with 
Michael Bowman, Town Hall 
7pm. 

Saturday 2nd 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Rotary Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am. 

Monday 4h 
Town Council: Full meeting,  
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Wednesday 6th 
WI: Topic to be announced, 
Rest Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 7th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 8th 
Chudleigh Film Society:     
Curse of the Golden Flower 
(deceit, infidelity and conspir-
acy from the Tang dynasty),  
Woodway Room, 7.15pm for 
8pm. 

Saturday 9th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am. 

Tuesday 12th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner: 
Contact Phil on 07702418458 

JANUARY 

for details. 
Wednesday 13th 

Mothers’ Union: topic to be 
announced, Parish Church, 7pm 

Thursday 14th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: due out 
Chudleigh Amenity Society: 
Brian Portch with R C Woodville 
(1856—1927) — Battle Artist. 
Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 

 Saturday 16th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 
1pm. 
Air Ambulance Coffee     
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am 

FEBRUARY 

Torbay and Southern Devon Health and 
Care NHS Trust has launched a process of 
consultation, running until 24th February, 
relating to provision of care in the    
Ashburton, Buckfastleigh, and Bovey 
Tracey communities. This includes two 
important issues affecting not just these 
three communities, but residents of        
surrounding towns and villages, including 
Chudleigh. 

Firstly, it is proposed to    relocate 
inpatient services from Ashburton and 
Buckfastleigh Community Hospital and 
Bovey Tracey Community Hospital to 
Newton Abbot Community Hospital. If that 
move goes ahead, the Trust wants to know  
what new services people would  like to see 
provided in the vacant space. 

The Trust believes these proposals 
ensure continuation of safe, effective and 
high quality care into the future and       
provision of a much wider range of new 
services.  

Leaflets and consultation documents 
have been distributed to a number of local 
venues including town and parish Councils, 
GP surgeries, and libraries. Full details can 
also be found on the website shown above. 

A number of public meetings are 
being held across the region during the  
consultation period. In Chudleigh, this 
will be at 6.30pm on Monday 28th Janu-
ary in the Town Hall.  

Questions regarding the consultation 
process should be raised by phone to 01803 
210500 or via email:  

consultation.tsdhct@nhs.net  

Shaping Community Services for the Future 
http://www.tsdhc.nhs.uk/publications/shaping_community_services/Pages/Default.aspx  

Due to print deadlines, this issue was too 
early for the January reports from either 
the Town Hall or the Police Team, so we’ll 
bring you a double helping in February. 

Don’t forget nominations are now 
being accepted for the annual Citizen of 
the Year award. Who do YOU think has 
contributed most to the community in the 
past year. Closing date for nominations is 
1st March. Nomination forms can be    
obtained from the Town Hall or by 
emailing John Carlton. 
  


