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A huge thank you to 
this month’s sponsor: 

 

Webselect 

Teignbridge District Council (TDC) has    

explained its decision to refuse planning     
permission for a Farm Shop, Cafe and Garden 
Centre at The Rock Nursery, Station Hill, 
Chudleigh. And a leading councillor has    
commented on a show of public frustration at 
the decision not to allow a change of use of the 
former market garden. 

There are six main reasons for refusal. 
Many relate to a failure to provide detailed 
information required by TDC planners to    
determine the impact the proposal would have 
on the community, local landscape, wildlife 
habitats and a site of archaeological            
importance. There could also be problems with 
highway safety. 

Commenting on the decision, Cllr Mike 
Haines, Chairman of TDC’s Planning        
Committee, said: “I can fully understand the 
frustration of local people who believe that a 
business operating from this disused site would 
benefit the community. There has been a lot of 
comment on social media in support of the 
garden centre, shop and cafe plan. 

“It may seem to many that this is a 
clear-cut case for approval, but planning     
authorities have a wide range of things to   
consider before we can say ‘Yes’. 

 “The harsh realities of working within 
the UK’s planning system mean that we can’t 
give permission for a change of use unless it 
complies with a hefty set of regulations and 
guidelines. Those rules have grown over many 
years and are designed to protect communities 
from harmful development. 

“Of course everyone has their own view 
on what’s harmful and not harmful. As       
planners, we have to balance the needs for new 
homes and other facilities with considerations 
like protecting the landscape, environment and 
wildlife habitats. 

 

Judicial Review 

"Having given planning permission for 
the Linden Homes development mentioned on 
social media, The Devon Wildlife Trust sought 
clarification from the courts as to whether the 
Council had acted appropriately, specifically in 
relation to impacts on biodiversity. In the   
Judicial Review, the High Court approved the 
Council’s approach in granting permission for 
the homes development. 

“Impact on bat habitats was one issue, 

but the developers were able to prove to the 
court that they could mitigate any minor     
impact. The Rock nursery site is entirely     
different, because the bat habitat is much closer 
by and so more vulnerable to lighting from a 
busy retail development that would be so much 
more active than the previous market garden”. 

Cllr Haines also tackled insinuations of 
corruption among those at TDC who make 
planning decisions. He said: “That is a very 
serious accusation, which is offensive to people 
who painstakingly follow the rule-book. If  
anyone has any evidence of backhanders or 
bribes, they should immediately take this to the 
police. We would welcome any investigation—
but I’m confident such slurs are groundless. 

“So far as accusations of giving       
preference to housing developers on grounds of 
council income are concerned, the proposal we 
have just refused had the potential to generate a 
six-figure sum in Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL). By contrast, the council has     
previously indicated a strong lack of support 
for housing on The Rock site. This is because it 
is outside the settlement and would be subject 
to the same issues as the garden centre        
proposal”. 

Cllr Haines concluded with a word 
about the choices that the developer now has: 
“It’s clear from the six reasons for refusal that a 
major problem was a lack of information    
provided by the applicant. If he feels aggrieved 
about the refusal he has the right to appeal. 
Detailed information will be required by the 
Planning Inspectorate, just as it was by the 
Teignbridge planning team”. 
[See page 15 for a summary of the six reasons 
the application was rejected. Ed.] 

Chudleigh Garden Centre Refusal – District 
Council explains decision 

Stop Press: NDP Vote 
 

89% in favour 
 

The NDP is accepted 
Well done, Chudleigh! 

 

See page 15 for the 
full story 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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From the Editor  

We bring you another bumper 

edition of Chudleigh Phoenix 
this month: sixteen pages in 
total. And although we try hard 
to keep large blocks of text to a 
minimum, and to break the 
pages up with lots of colour 
and illustrations that are easy 
on the eye, we’ve had to     
include quite a bit of text this 
time around. 

Here at CP, we’ve been 
reporting on the planning   
application at the Rock Nursery 
for several months now. And 
like many of the residents of       
Chudleigh, we were dismayed 
to hear there was a breakdown 
in the relationship between the 
applicant and the Teignbridge      
planners; and that the         
application was going to be 
rejected.  

That’s why we thought 
it important to print the TDC 
commentary in full. It will be 
interesting to see how this 
plays out. Many of the        
comments on social media 
pointed out that issues such as 
road safety, which have been 
highlighted in this application, 
seemed to have less impact on 
the Station Hill development 
across the road.  

The mention of possible 
archaeological damage seems 

ironic in the light of the      
destruction, just across the 
road, of the Bronze Age site 
discovered during the initial 
clearing of the ground. 

We were told at a recent 
Chudleigh Town Council   
meeting that TDC has more 
stringent requirements than 
national guidelines when it 
comes to retail impact        
assessments. To my knowledge, 
the reason for this has neither 
been explained nor justified. 

However, there is one 
point made by Cllr Haines with 
which I totally concur. The 
accusations of backhanders is 
unhelpful and highly offensive. 
And as the wife of a former 
councillor, I know how       
upsetting such comments are. 
Debate is one thing;  anger and 
disagreement is inevitable and, 
many of us believe, perfectly 
justified in the current        
situation. But hurling insults 
around achieves nothing. 

Finally, as we move 
into a new era, with the      
approval of the NDP, it will be 
interesting to see whether we  
can have more impact in the 
planning process. Watch this 
space! 

Have a great month, 
Kate 

February 2020 

Copy date Sunday 8th March for the next issue. Reserve your space in advance: 
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The editor reserves the right to 
edit copy for considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily 
those of the editor. 

    
 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Film Society News  
 
On Friday 13th March we are screening the drama The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel 

Pie Society (2018, Cert12A, 124 min).  
Lily James leads an all-star British cast in Mike Newell’s wistful, nostalgic and 

romantic adaptation of the acclaimed period novel by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie       
Barrows. After WWII, young writer, Juliet Ashton (James) begins a correspondence with 
members of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, who share their            
experiences of the Island’s Nazi  occupation. With an idea for a book, Juliet goes to visit 
Guernsey. Her stay marks the beginning of lifelong friendships and possibly life-changing 
steps. 

This film has been sponsored by a Chudleigh Knighton resident and will be 
screened in the Woodway Room, Chudleigh Town Hall (use main entrance); doors open 
7.15pm for 8pm screening. Admission is £6 on the door for non-members and refreshments 
are for sale beforehand.  

Full details on membership and screenings can be found on our website or by  
phoning 01626 859078. 

 
 

Folk Band and Folk Dancing 
 

We meet in the Woodway Room in the Town Hall every 

Monday evening during term-time starting at 7pm for our 
Band to practise and learn more tunes. Our Band consists 
of Mary Marker leading us on accordion, with a variety of 
accordions, guitars, violin, flute, recorders, penny whistle 
and a tambourine, and we have great fun playing together. 

The dancers arrive just before 8pm for two hours 
of folk dancing, initially to the Band playing and then to 
CDs, with all the dances walked through first. No        
experience is required and not to worry if you are on your 
own as other people on their own will be there too! Water 
and cups are available but you are welcome to bring your 
own drink if you wish, and there are some nibbles       
provided too to keep the energy levels up! The evening is 
very social and great fun, so come along and see what we 
do! 
 

Remaining dates this term are: 

February – Monday 24th (not 17th—Half Term) 

March – Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th 

followed by Easter holiday 

Leader/Caller – Mary Marker, 01626 854141  

Treasurer – Frances Daysh, 01626 853173 

http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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Amenity Society News 

The Devon Quiz presented by Robert Hesketh from Bovey Tracey on 

17th January, Wassailing Day, was a delight. It was extremely well 
organised with Robert doing all the work. He provided the work sheets 
and pencils so that all the participants had to do was to answer the 
thirty questions. People either worked alone or in pairs and having 
seen a picture relating to the question had four possibilities from 
which to choose. The winner had a score of 22 and a prize, and the 
rest of us who scored less learnt much about the buildings, life and 
other aspects of Devon. 

Our first talk of the year, Weather forecasting; past, present 
and future is on 21st February when the speaker will be Dr Brian 
Golding, Deputy Scientific Director and Research Fellow at the Met 
Office. 

From 11th January onwards, we have been distributing our 
booklet, Living in a Conservation Area, to all dwellings and properties 
within the Conservation Area. The booklet is a series of guidance 
notes that, amongst other things, provides information and advice. 
Oliver Stone was the main author whilst Bernard Groves collated the 
illustrations and Nicky Over did the print. Thanks are also due to the 
Town Council who gave us a grant towards production and delivery 
costs. For those of you outside the conservation area who would like 
to see it,  it can be found on our website. 

We have protested to Devon County Council about the amount 
of mud on Station Hill adjacent to the Linden Homes Development. 
They maintain that it is not currently a safety issue and that the use of 
a road sweeper is sufficient. We are not convinced and have pointed 
out that we wish to avoid a similar nuisance occurring at the other end 
of town when building starts at the Grovelands and Colway Lane  
developments. 

Spring is 
on its 
way! 
 

Following a particularly mild  

winter so far, spring flowers are 
already emerging, frogs and newts 
are busy in our ponds and     
Hedgehogs may well be coming 
out on warmer nights to look for 
food.  

 If you enjoy looking at wildlife, why not encourage 
it into your garden? We know that Hedgehogs are           
disappearing from our gardens and countryside at an    
alarming rate and that they may soon be in danger of      
extinction.  

Over the years we have put out a variety of foods for 
Hedgehogs, some of which are bad for them. Tinned cat or 
dog food or crushed dog biscuits are OK, but now you can 
get specially formulated Hedgehog food from most pet 
shops. This food, which contains things that Hedgehogs love 
but cats and dogs don’t like at all, will help them to fatten up 
again after their winter sleep. While snacking on these treats 
they will also hoover up the slugs and snails that are   
munching on your plants.  

There’s just one 
thing—if your garden if 
fenced and you don’t   
introduce a ‘Hedgehog 
Highway’ then you won’t 
see any Hedgehogs! A 
Hedgehog Highway is a 
small hole in the fence, 
13cm by 13cm, which 
allows the animals to move freely between gardens to feed 
and to find a mate. The more we link our gardens, the more 
likely they are to move around these safe areas instead of 
straying onto the roads, where they so easily get squashed. 

Digging a pond for wildlife is another very          
rewarding addition to the garden. Children love to watch the 
fantastic array of wildlife that descends on even the newest 
pond. Dragonflies and damselflies, frogs, newts and a whole 
range of other pond life will entertain the whole family.   

Finally, think 
of planting some  
insect friendly plants,    
instead of the ‘blousy 
hybrids’. They may  
look pretty for a short 
while, but they are of 
no benefit to wildlife 
at all. There are a 
whole range of   
beautiful wild flowers 
that last longer, look 
fabulous and produce the pollen and nectar that our insects 
desperately need. They can be grown in tubs as well as   
borders, cost far less and will encourage the butterflies, 
moths, hoverflies and bees that we used to see, back into our 
gardens.  

If you get out and enjoy planting some wilder species 
in your garden and planters this spring, you, your family and 
the wildlife, will reap the benefits for the rest of the year. 

 

http://www.cadastq13.org.uk/
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Looking 
For      
Advice? 
 
Citizens 
Advice   
are here on      
Thursdays 
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is proud to support 

Cancer Lifeline South West  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Valentine’s Message In       
Appreciation  

Back in January, Trustees Lisa Lea-Weston and 

Kate McCormick attended a networking evening 
in Exeter where local projects pitched for support, 
either financial or in kind, from social             
entrepreneurs and other organisations. Lisa made 
an impassioned plea on behalf of Cancer Lifeline 
South West (CLSW)—and came away with a 
superb offer of support from the team at 
Gameshift. 

In her presentation, Lisa had given the 
background to CLSW and explained the need for 
help in improving communication and marketing, 
in order to improve the effectiveness of the    
charity’s fund-raising. 

Gameshift does what it says on the tin. 
They help individuals, teams and organisations 
shift their game. As their website puts it: they 
work “to bring about shifts in seeing, thinking 
and action to thrive in a shifting world.” 

And the offer they made was a            
magnificent one: they are making a film, with 
trustees, volunteers  and former clients to       
publicise the profound  impact the charity has on 
cancer patients and their carers. A professional 
communication tool that we can use on all our 
Social Media platforms; and in presentations.  

 
And they are doing this for free. 
A wonderful donation from a 
wonderful company. Gameshift, 
we thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. 

 

Back By Popular Demand! 

Michael ‘The Teach’ McCormick and his mathematical   
assistant are back on the quizzing scene again! You’ve seen 
them at Chudfest! You’ve seen them at Twinning! Now 
they’re using their quizzing skills to raise money for  Cancer 
Lifeline South West. With the usual mix of topics, a couple 
of table rounds, and the ever-popular Jokers, plus a grand 
prize draw, you know it’s going to be a fun evening. So come 
along and join Michael and Kate at 6.30pm for a 7pm start on 
Monday 16th March at the Phoenix Restaurant and help them 
raise lots of money for a great local charity. 
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The Wonderland of Chudleigh 
 

After a gap with no pantomime last year it was with a sense of 

anticipation that I took my seat for Saturday evening’s             
performance of  Alice in Wonderland. 

We were initially introduced to the Knave and his        
Apprentice, and the Knave was certainly my villain of the night. 
He positively oozed malice in a Dickensian style and was well 
supported by his Apprentice, who was equally horrible.   

Alice was depicted by three separate actors following the 
changes in her size after eating cake and drinking a potion. This 
was a novel approach which worked well, although I felt Big  
Alice enjoyed his character so much he deserved a larger part.  
Little Alice was poised and competent—an excellent actress in the 
making—while the main Alice carried off her role with aplomb. 

Tweedledee and Tweedledum, well padded and suitably 
rude, fed off each other extremely well throughout the             
performance, while the White Rabbit coped with a speedy       
delivery to reinforce the sense of haste. 

I was most impressed with the costumes of the two      
Caterpillars, they were brilliant.  As was the teapot in which the 
Dormouse hid, and the Dormouse was aDORable!  The Mad   
Hatter produced a most professional performance which really 
stood out and the Cheshire Cat was believable with the            
professional assistance of its handler. 

The Wicked Queen carried all before her (and behind) and 
stole the courtroom scene, although I did feel this was rather 
lengthy. 

The children taking part in the pantomime had been well 

rehearsed and the prompt was rarely 
required throughout the  evening.  
The changes of scenery were      
effected swiftly and efficiently 
whilst the construction of the sets 
was amazing, a credit to the        
designer. 

Alice in Wonderland was an 
ambitious enterprise.  Many of the 
characters had much to learn but all 
did well with remembering their 
lines. Whilst not strictly a           
pantomime the storyline did provide 
laughs along the way and the whole performance reached a high 
standard.  Roll on the next one! 

Marion Thomas 
 

 

 

 

Caterpillars enjoying life 
(above), while the Knave 

has a close encounter with 
the Cheshire Cat (left) 
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A Mixed Sport For All Ages... 
Now we are into the new year, Chudleigh Bowling Club is     

looking forward to the outdoor season, which will soon be with us 
in April, and the club is very keen to welcome those who are    
possibly interested in taking up bowling.  

An extensive fixture card for 2020 is now complete, and 
offers a great range of games for all abilities. Beginners can find 
themselves in friendly matches very early in their bowling career, 
as the club has two nationally qualified coaches who will unlock 
their abilities after a very short time! The club holds a weekly 
“club night” on Wednesdays at 6 pm, and these are ideal times to 
learn what the sport is all about and, just as important, the        
opportunity to make new friends in the setting of a very           
companionable sport.  

A bonus is that the club has a comprehensive winter indoor 
fixture card, which gives opportunities to keep playing when the 
outdoor season is finished. Combined with social events, these 
games keep the club together, and help members to retain their 
bowling skills during the winter.  

Many national and international matches are available to 
view on YouTube, as well as videos on the coaching of bowls. 
There are games to see in the UK, as well as keenly contested 
matches between the “big” bowling countries, Australia and New 
Zealand, and these make for interesting viewing. 

Early in May, there will be two Open Days for anyone who 
is interested, to drop in and give it a go. More detailed information 

will be coming out nearer the time. Alternatively, give a call to 
07890 804490 or 01626 367368 for more information if you feel 
you would like to speak with someone before arriving at the green. 
The club is interested in meeting people of all ages, and as it is a 
mixed club, ladies in particular will be made most welcome. 

Chudleigh Bowling Club 
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Only one remaining double room available for this   

Painting Holiday in Italy. 

Painting Classes At Home and Abroad 

These paintings, (left and bottom 
left) was done recently in one of the 
workshops given by local artist, 
James Tatum.  It is a new technique 
incorporating photos and collage 

materials into the paintings. 

 

James will be teaching this        
technique along with other methods 
in his forthcoming two-day      

workshops this Spring.   

 

For dates, locations and availability, 

see below, left. 

 Chudleigh,  2-day weekend workshops: 

February 22nd/23rd      

2 places available. 

 

March 21th/22nd    

Full.   There is a waiting list. 

 

April 18th/19th    

Places available. 

 

East Devon Art Academy, Sidmouth: 

March 14th/15th, two-day workshop.   

Places available. 
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In the late 1800s, eleven people emigrated from the small town of 

Roseto in Italy to America to look for a better life. The people of 
Roseto were poor and life was hard with either the marble quarries 
or working in the fields the only employment.  The emigres found 
work in the slate mine of Pennsylvania; and more soon followed. 
In 1894, 1200 people  applied for passports to America.  The   
settlers bought land near the Welsh/English town of Bangor,  
Pennsylvania and created a town called Roseto. The American 
version remained very Italian. 

So, what is interesting about this small town?  In the 1950s, 
a doctor visited Roseto and started talking to the local doctor. He 
was surprised to learn that very few people under the age of sixty-
five suffered from coronary problems.  This was surprising as 
heart disease was the major cause of death for men under sixty-
five in the general population. Several theories were tested as to 
why this was so.   

The Mediterranean Diet? Maybe the descendants of the 
emigres were eating more healthily? No; by this time traditional 
dishes had been replaced by a more ‘normal’ high-fat diet such as  
American style pizza with bread dough and sausage.   

Genetics? Maybe the original population was healthier? 
No; other emigres from Roseto, Italy, settled elsewhere in     
America, had the same incidence of heart disease as the general 
population.  

The area of Pennsylvania? Was there something about 
the geography? No; the town of Bangor and other towns nearby, 
again, had the ‘normal’ distribution of heart disease.   

Finally, it was concluded that the reduced rate of heart 
disease was down to the culture the Italians had brought with 

them.  Three generations in one house; people taking time to stop 
and talk and look out for each other.  Sound familiar? 

Community is healthy!  And we need it more than ever 
today, in these times when state services are failing; hospital   
waiting times are worsening; the wait for an ambulance can be 
measured in hours, children’s mental health is deteriorating,    
prosecution rates are at 8%; shoplifting is rife in some cities; child 
services are being savaged and adult social care is in crisis.  I 
could go on.   

Isn’t it about time government and institutions realised 
that many of these problems could be reduced by giving power 
and funds to local initiatives? The evidence is there:           
communities can mitigate the problems of modern life.  In the 
case of Chudleigh, this would mean the resources allocated at 
town level.  The cost of not doing this can only increase. 

Community Rocks: Michael McCormick reflects on the importance of Community 

Values 

Response to Last Month’s Chudleigh Concerns... 

In last month’s issue of Chudleigh Phoenix, Michael McCormick 

discussed the cost and causes of vandalism in Chudleigh. His  
concluding paragraph read: There needs to be more of this 
[engagement with young people] or vandals will continue to be 
a financial burden on our town, denying all youngsters access 
to facilities while they are being repaired or replaced; and 
growing into less well-adjusted adults. 

This article drew more feedback and responses than      
anything else we have published in more than a decade; and all 
the comments were supportive. Some endorsed Michael’s         
suggestion that many older people in town were probably less than 
perfectly behaved when they were teenagers. It made a refreshing 
change from some of the knee-jerk responses seen on Social Media 
after each incident. 

While many of the comments were verbal, the following 
was received in an email: 

 
To The Editor  

I wanted to comment on Michaels interesting article on the 
cost and causes of vandalism in our town. I would like to toss my 
thoughts into the pool of community concern why these senseless 
activities of vandalism might be happening.  

For whatever reason these vandals i.e. disruptive       
youngsters, disengaged teenagers, disillusioned young adults, 
don’t feel a sense of belonging to the town in which they live.  

In my professional life I have always believed in the 3 Rs 
of Respect, Recognition and Responsibility.  

As the concluding paragraph of Michael’s article states, a 

number of successful Youth Activities already exist which involve 
membership of an activity shared by a group of interested      
members of Chudleigh Community.  

I would suggest that those young people who for whatever 
reason don’t wish to get involved in an organised group, but are 
cause for concern, should be invited to a discussion to give their 
voice about Chudleigh’s Development Plan i.e. ways in which it 
could meet their needs for mutual interest. 

For example, a drop-in centre where management could be 
shared. This would provide opportunity for a range of engagement, 
an environment for shared activity, mentoring, and interest groups. 

Young people need the opportunity to talk, to be heard, to 
be noticed in a constructive way. There is a chasm for many 
youngsters when school hours finish and where do they go to be?  

We could provide a similar structure as the U3A for that 
transitional age group which could release an energy and sense of 
purpose which would be beneficial for all age groups and         
particularly for many in the community young and older. 

Manny Lewis 
Former Head Teacher and  Head of Early Years for Devon 
 

 Let’s keep this discussion going. What do YOU think?        
Chudleigh Phoenix has already made contact with Chudleigh 
Town Council to forge links with the recently established Youth 
Committee and we hope to bring some of the young people into 
this debate in the near future. 
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Responses by 29th February at the latest, please! 
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Family Fun Cooking Club: news of an 

exciting new initiative launched at the school 
this week to tackle poverty and encourage  
families to cook together: 

Download the recipe cards by clicking here.   

Family Fun Cooking Club is an exciting new community initiative to 

encourage families to cook together and help tackle food poverty. A  
series of budget-friendly recipes have been devised by nutritionist Meren-
na  Wilson on behalf of the Church of England in Devon. The chef and 
food writer Jack Monroe has also given approval for some of her recipes 
to be used. 

Churches, schools and community organisations are being       
encouraged  to prepare bags with specific ingredients and recipe cards for 
families to pop in and collect during the school holidays or at other times 
of the year. 

Tatiana Wilson, Education Advisor for the Church of England in 
Devon, said: “Family Fun Cooking Club was the brain-child of the West 
Berry federation of schools in North Devon. They realised that some of 
their families were struggling to get enough food in the holidays. As a 
diocese we have been looking for ways in which we can support families 
in the holidays with food. We talked to foodbanks and schools and found 
out that some families aren’t going to foodbanks because that’s not ‘what 
they do’. Others can’t get to them because of the distance they have to 
travel and that’s preventing them from accessing food for their families. 
We are hoping Family Fun Cooking Club will enable all families,     
wherever they are in Devon, to access good ingredients to cook a family 
meal together.” 

The recipes include: Baked porridge, Lentil Dhal, Hot Dog      
Spaghetti, Green Pasta Bake and Microwave Mug Cake. 

Chudfridge Celebrates... 

Chudfridge celebrated its first birthday in January.  
Thanks to the whole community for your continued 
support.  

Mandy Cole 

 

Wild About Chudleigh 
 

https://exeter.anglican.org/resources/faith-action/family-fun-cooking-club/
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Wild About Chudleigh (continued) 
 

The Town Council and Chudleigh Wild are hosting FREE nature-focused activities and events, suitable for all ages, starting in Spring. 

Events will be held every other Saturday from 12noon to 2pm at the Town Hall, and advertised on social media under #chudleighwild, 
#chudleightowncouncil, and on notice boards around town. The first event is an informal Seed Swap on Saturday 7th March. Come 
and swap vegetable, herb and flower seeds for your garden and have a cuppa and some cake. Seeds will also be available to buy at 50p 
a packet. (See poster on page 12 for full details.) 
 

Making Seed Bombs 

 
The second event is ‘Making Seed Bombs’ on 
Saturday, 21st March. Seed Bombs are great fun 
for children and adults.  (See poster, right, for 
full details.) 
 
Whether it's a plant pot, flowerbed, wild patch in 
your lawn or an entire meadow, sowing       
wildflowers provides vital resources to support a 
wide range of insects that couldn't otherwise 
survive in urban or built-up areas. A mix-up of 
margin and meadow and annual species of   
wildflowers (no grasses) has kindly been      
donated by Goren Farm.   
 
More events and information can be found on 
the new Chudleigh Wild Facebook Page.  

https://www.goren.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/chudleighwild
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The latest issue of the Community and      
Voluntary Services monthly Funding News is 
available now. It is packed with opportunities 
for grants and other funding options for 
charities and community organisations. You 
can download it from the Chudleigh Phoenix 
website by clicking here. 

Teignbridge CVS also posts funding           
opportunities daily on Facebook and Twitter. 

Resources available to small businesses via your local 

Growth Hub 

 

Consult our website; Email us;  

 

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/tcvs-fundingnewsfeb20pdf.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TeignCVS/
https://twitter.com/teigncvs
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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Chudleigh Citizen’s Award for 2020: 
Nominations for the 2020 award are now open. If you would like 
to nominate someone, contact the Town Hall in person or by email 
for a nomination form. The closing date for nominations is 13th 
March. 
 

Rock Nursery Application: Reasons for Refusal 
1. Insufficient information has been submitted to demonstrate 

that the proposal would not have a significant adverse impact 
upon Chudleigh Town Centre’s vitality and viability and the 
proposal is therefore contrary to Policy EC6 (Large Scale   
Retail Development) of the Teignbridge Local Plan and the 
provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework and the 
advice contained within the National Planning Policy       
Guidance. 

2. Insufficient information has been submitted to demonstrate 
that the proposed access and highway arrangements would not 
cause an unacceptable impact upon highway safety and a safe 
and suitable access and the proposal is therefore contrary to 
policy S1 (Sustainable Development Criteria) of the        
Teignbridge Local Plan and the provisions of the National 
Planning Policy Framework and National Planning Policy 
Guidance. 

3. The proposal is in close proximity to the SSSI and the South 
Hams Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and is a highly 
sensitive location for bats. Based upon current information it 
cannot be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely   
affect the integrity of the South Hams SAC European Site 
(with respect to Regulation 61 of the Habitat and Species   
Regulations 2010). The proposal is therefore contrary to     
policies EN9 (Important Habitats and Features), EN10 
(European Wildlife Sites) and EN11 (Legally Protected      
Species) of the Teignbridge Local Plan and the provisions of 
the National Planning Policy Framework and National       
Planning Policy Guidance. 

4. Given the high potential for survival and significance of below 
ground archaeological deposits and the known prehistoric  
activity in the vicinity, insufficient information has been    
submitted to understand the presence and significance of any 
archaeological heritage assets within the application area or the 
impact of the proposal on these potential heritage assets.    
Consequently the proposal is contrary to policy EN5 (Heritage 
Assets) of the Teignbridge Local Plan and the provisions of the 
National Planning Policy Framework and National Planning 
Policy Guidance. 

5. Insufficient information has been submitted to demonstrate 
that the proposal would not have an impact upon the setting 
and in particular the rides and views of the Grade II* Listed 
Ugbrooke Park. The proposal is therefore contrary to Policy 
EN5 (Heritage Assets) of the Teignbridge Local Plan and the 
provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework and 
National Planning Policy Guidance. 

6. Insufficient information has been submitted to demonstrate 
that the proposal would not have an adverse impact upon the 
setting of Chudleigh Rocks and the proposal would therefore 
be contrary to Policy EN5 (Heritage Assets) of the Teignbridge 
Local Plan and the provisions of the National Planning Policy 
Framework and Planning Policy Guidance. 

 
Two Vacancies on Chudleigh Town Council 
The resignations of Richard Keeling and Lorraine Evans from the 
Town Council (they remain as District Councillors) has left us 
needing to fill the resulting vacancies. The first step in this process 

is to offer Chudleigh electors the opportunity to request a formal 
election. They do this by writing to the Chief Executive of    
Teignbridge District Council, who is the Returning Officer. If ten 
or more electors submit such a request then an election will take 
place by 10th April. Requests for an election must be submitted by 
Monday 2nd March. 

If there are insufficient requests to require an election to be 
held then the Council is free to co-opt to fill the vacancy. To    
facilitate this I will post a notice on our website, Facebook page 
and noticeboards during the week of 2nd March. This notice will 
ask electors interested in becoming a councillor to email or write 
to me expressing interest in filling the vacancy by 27th March. 
Thereafter, those submitting an expression of interest will be   
invited to address the Council, probably at our April full council 
meeting. Councillors will then select the most suitable candidate. 

 

NDP Referendum 

Three years ago a dedicated group of volunteers agreed to write a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for Chudleigh. At the 
time they started, there was a confidence that the NDP could be 
produced and adopted within a year. It very quickly became clear 
that the drafting and re-drafting necessary made this a much longer 
exercise than originally envisaged. 

On Thursday 13th February the NDP process came to its 
conclusion when the plan was presented to the electors of      
Chudleigh in a referendum. The question asked was: “Do you 
want Teignbridge District Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan 
for Chudleigh to help it decide planning  applications in the  
neighbourhood area?” The outcome was: 

 
626 (89.4%) in favour 

73 (10.4%) against 
 
 The 700 people voting (there was one spoilt ballot paper) 

represents a 20% turnout which, for a poll of this nature is really 
quite good. Our thanks to all the residents who took the time and 
trouble to vote. It is much appreciated. 

The next step is for the District Council to formally adopt 
the Chudleigh plan, placing it alongside all the other legal        
documents that need to be considered when developers submit 
planning applications for this area. This will help to prevent     
developers getting consent to build outside of the areas identified 
for development in the plan. It will also mean that the town will 
receive 25% of the funds generated by the Community             
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) rather than the 15% received at present. 

Graham Wall, the NDP team leader, said “The              
development and production of this Neighbourhood Development 
Plan would not have been possible without the enormous effort 
and perseverance of the NDP Team and the Working Groups. I am 
particularly grateful for all the work undertaken by:  

 
 Rod Blackshaw   Tessa Frost  
 Fiona Halstead   Clare Lillington  
 David Lillington   Michael McCormick  
 Mary Anne McFarlane Nicky Over  
 Andy Robbins   Carole Smart  
 Oliver Stone   Mike Underwood  
 
Thanks are also due to the Town Council and the Steering 

Committee, for their critical overview and patience, and to    
Teignbridge District Council officers David Kiernan and Alexis 
Marsh for all their guidance and support.” 

 

Town Hall News with John Carlton 
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 

February 2020 

mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/


 

 

Page 16 

What’s On In 

Monday 17th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: Rest Centre, 
10am. 

Teignbridge Sports/Community 
Awards: Nominations close. 

Wednesday 19th 
U3A: Dr Eirene Williams with Eight 
Tough Weeks in Mexico, Woodway 

Room, 10am to 12 noon. 
Town Council: Planning Committee, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Thursday 20th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 

page 5. 
Friday 21st 

Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 

Amenity Society: Brian Golding with 
Weather Forecasting Past, Present and 
Future, Town Hall, 7.30pm, details 
page 4. 

Saturday 22nd 

Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 

Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 
Art Classes: with James Tatum, details 
page 9. 
Carnival: Preloved Clothing Sale, Town 

Hall, 1pm, details on poster, below 
right.  
SEARCH and TCVS: SOUP pitching 
evening, Town Hall, 6pm, details page 
5.  

Sunday 23rd 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 
Art Classes: with James Tatum, details 

page 9. 
NADSA Concert: Newton Abbot, 3pm, 
details page 8. 
Cabaret Sauvignon: Con Club, 
7.30pm, details page 7. 

Monday 24th 
Folk Band/Dancing: Woodway Room, 
7pm/8pm, details page 3. 

Thursday 27th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 

page 5. 
Friday 28th 

Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 

and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 

Saturday 29th 
Primary School: closing date for    
responses to Vision Survey, details 

page 11. 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 
Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
CCP Coffee Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 

Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 
Chudfix: Repair Café, Primary School, 
10am, details page 13.  

Messy Church: Parish Church, 3.30pm 
to 5.30pm. 

Sunday 1st 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 

Monday 2nd 

Town Council: Closing date for     
election requests, details page 15. 
Town Council: Full meeting, Town Hall, 
7pm. 
Folk Band/Dancing: Woodway Room, 

7pm/8pm, details page 3. 
Wednesday 4th 

WI: Sally Elliot with Funny Stories from 
my Life, Rest Centre, 7.30pm. 
Graham Herbert Talk: Parish Church, 

7.45pm, details page 14. 
Thursday 5th 

Produce Market: Outside Town Hall, 
8.30am to 1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 

Square, by appointment. 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 

Friday 6th 

Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 
page 5. 
Fairtrade Evening: Town Hall, 7.30pm, 
details page 5. 

History Group: Ron Howell with The 
Salcombe Wrecks, Town Hall, 7.30pm, 
details page 3. 

Saturday 7th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside Town 

Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
WI Coffee Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 

page 5. 
Wild About Chudleigh: Seed Swap, 

MARCH 

FEBRUARY 

February 2020 

Town Hall, 12noon, details page 
12. 

Sunday 8th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy date for 
March issue. 
Bat Lab: Escape Room in aid of CAB 
and CAP, No 1 The Square, details 

page 5. 
Monday 9th 

Folk Band/Dancing: Woodway 
Room, 7pm/8pm, details page 3. 

Tuesday 10th 

Act ion on Hear ing Loss:           
Information Point, Town Hall, 10am. 
Town Council: Youth Committee, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Wednesday 11th 

Graham Herbert Talk: Parish 
Church, 7.45pm, details page 14. 

Thursday 12th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside 
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm. 

Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 The 
Square, by appointment. 

Friday 13th 
Town Council: Closing date for 
Citizen’s Award nominations, details 

page 15. 
Film Society: The Guernsey Literary 
& Potato Peel Pie Society (Cert12A), 
Woodway Room, 7.15pm for 8pm, 
details page 3. 

Saturday 14th 
Weekly Produce Market: Outside 
Town Hall, 9.30am  to 1pm. 
Film Society Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 

Villages in Action: The Balagan 
Café Band, School Hall, 8pm,    
details page 7. 

Sunday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: March issue 

due out. 


