February 2019

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk

Inside this issue:

From the editor
Disclaimer
Elizabeth Ducie’s Books
Home Library Service
LRS Designs

2
2
2
2
2

Chudleigh WILD
Chudleigh Film Society
Board Games Night

3
3
3

Amenity Society News
Alan’s D Day Research
Moscow Drug Club
U3A

4
4
4
4

Carnaby Street Gig
Red Earth Opera
Sisters in Opera

5
5
5

The Lunch Club
Rowcroft Charity Book
FOCS Fashion Show
Citizens Advice

6
6
6
6

FairTrade Quiz
Twinning Quiz
CADS Latest Production

7
7
7

NDP Consultation
Volunteer News
Business Growth Hub
Empire Removals

8
8
8
8

Town Hall News

9

What’s On In Chudleigh 10
On The Beat
10
WW Workshops
10

A huge thank you to this
month’s sponsors:
Empire Removals
LRS Designs
WW UK Ltd
Webselect

Local Elections Announced
It’s official! On Thursday 2nd May, we will be

2

that you have to be
retired to be on the
council; anyone over
18 and living in the
community
can
stand. You do have to be prepared to put some
time to it but meetings are in the evenings to
take account of the fact some councillors work.
If your attendance entails paying for childcare,
the council can now contribute to that, so
please do not let that put you off standing.”

voting for our representatives on Chudleigh
Town Council and Teignbridge District
Council.
There is a huge degree of apathy
surrounding politics these days. Many people
don’t feel our politicians have our best interests
at heart. And given the current shenanigans in
Parliament and Brussels, who can blame them?
But local politics is different—or at
least it should be. The actions of town and
district councils can have a significant impact
on our lives; and conversely, we have more of a [If you are considering standing, see more
chance of influencing matters than we do at details in Town Hall News on page 9. Ed.]
national level.
In the lead-up to polling day, Chudleigh
Phoenix will be looking at the whole area of
local politics from a variety of angles. And this
month, we are starting with a message from
Councillor Clare Lillington, Chudleigh Mayor
and Chair of Chudleigh Town Council.

“Over

the last 10 months it has been an
honour to be Mayor of Chudleigh. I think it
very appropriate in the year of the centenary
of women’s suffrage that a woman should lead
the council. I chair the town council meetings
and lead the team of councillors who were
elected in 2015. Yes, it is very much teamwork
as each person brings their different skills and
knowledge to the group. It has also been
interesting to meet representatives of
neighbouring councils at the various civic
services I have attended on behalf of the
council as well as meeting local businesses and
community organisations. The council’s four
year term is coming to an end, as in May 2019
council elections take place for all thirteen
councillors.
During the year I have raised money for
two local charities, 2nd Chudleigh Guides,
chosen because I had a great time as a guide,
and The Firefighters Charity at Harcombe
House, a local charity doing excellent work.
Both organisations very much appreciated their
donations.
Have you ever thought of being a
councillor? If you are interested in helping
your local community and want to influence the
way issues are dealt with in Chudleigh then do
think about standing in May. Councillors come
from all walks of life and all ages. Don’t think

Clare Lillington, Mayor of Chudleigh

Some Key Dates
3rd April

Nominations close
Candidate lists published

12th April

Deadline for voter registration

15th April

Deadline for postal vote and
postal proxy vote applications

24th April

Deadline for new proxy vote
applications

2nd May

Polling day

3rd May

Counting of votes
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From the Editor
I

know that some people will
roll their eyes at the lead story
this month. Many of us are very
fed-up with politics and our
politicians at the moment—and
I think that goes for people on
all sides of the Brexit debate.
(That’s the first time I’ve used
the B-word in Chudleigh
Phoenix, and it may well be the
last.)
But local politics really
is different. It’s one of the main
ways we can take some control
over our lives and communities.
And that’s why I make no
apologies for covering the
upcoming CTC and TDC
elections in some detail.
This month, there’s an
article from Clare Lillington
(page 1), calling for people to
consider standing for CTC.
She’s particularly keen to get
some younger members in the
team. I’m far too polite to
publish the average age of the
current CTC, but let’s just say
the majority of the members are
over retirement age. And I’m
not for one moment denigrating
the job they are doing. I happen
to think that the class of 2015
has been a particularly good
one (although I might be biased

there). But they would be the
first to agree that they are not
representative of the overall
age profile for the town.
I am an active user of
social media and frequently
come across threads criticising
something the council has or
(more often) hasn’t done. It
would be great to see some of
those critics coming forward
and having a go themselves.
In the next couple of
months, we will be highlighting
some of the candidates standing
and some of the issues they will
be facing. If YOU have any
questions you want addressed,
do drop me a line and I will see
what I can do to get it included.
Finally, a quick mention
about the Teignmouth concert
on 9th March (see page 5).
Anyone who was at the launch
party for Corruption! will
already know what a great
singer Iryna Ilnytska is. And
while you may know Jane
Anderson-Brown as the Musical
Director of Red Earth Opera,
she too has a beautiful voice. I
will certainly be going and hope
to see some of you there.
Have a good month.
Kate

Copy date Monday 11th March for the next issue. Reserve your
space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611.
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.
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This year the Chudfest

exhibition
has
the
theme, My world, Your
world, Our world, with
particular regard to
trees. The parish of Chudleigh has a wonderful selection of ancient,
mature and young trees, we should celebrate this with works of art
both in the exhibition and out among the trees themselves. Perhaps
stories and poems, photos and drawings, knitting and patchwork to
make a tree trail. We could arrange events under the trees during the
summer Chudfest and Carnival season. If any of this inspires you
get in touch with us, or Leah Stirrat who is organising the church
exhibition.
Tessa Frost
rat.frost@gmail.com

Chudleigh Film
Society
Our

forthcoming film, The Post (2017, Cert 12A, 116min) is
directed by Steven Spielberg, and is a political thriller based on a
true story. Screening will be on Friday 8th March in the Woodway
Room of Chudleigh Town Hall (use main entrance) and doors open
at 7.15pm for 8pm screening. The evening is sponsored by
Chudleigh Post Office.
The film tells the
story of The Washington’s
Post’s efforts, via the
publisher (Meryl Streep)
and the editor (Tom
Hanks), to make public
the
Pentagon
Papers.
Ultimately, not only is
this film about acquiring
the story but also the
moral need to go to print,
even at a personal cost, in
order to bring a corrupt
administration to account.
Admission is £6 on
the door for non-members
and refreshments are for
sale beforehand. Full
details of membership or
screenings can be found
by ringing 01626 852239
or check out our website
by clicking here.

February 2019
Page 4

Amenity Society News
Our

first talk of the year, on 18th January, was Travelling the
Arctic Highway, jointly presented by Keith and Janet Choules; and it
was outstanding. Their trip lasted three months and travelling in a
Landrover and trailer, they more or less followed the E6, the Arctic
Highway, which is the major, and in some parts only, road from
Oslo to Nordkapp, a distance of some 2200km. Deviations included
a visit to the lovely Lofoton islands.
The scenery was
superb: fjords, glaciers,
spectacular waterfalls, and
high mountains. Keith’s
wonderful photographs and
video clips allowed us to
fully appreciate the sheer
majesty
of
northern
Norway. What he and Janet
were also able to convey
was the harshness of the
landscape and that begged
the question of how did
people manage to live there
as the soil is thin and the winters are extremely cold. Until quite
recently, fishing was the main occupation but tourism is now on the
rise and oil has of course contributed to the prosperity of most
Norwegians. Norway is notable for being extremely expensive and
Keith and Janet gave those who are tempted to visit some valuable
advice. Fish, vegetables and fuel are reasonably priced but otherwise
take as much as you can with you.
Our next talk, Teign: From Source to Mouth will be at
7.30p.m. on Friday 15th February and will be given by John Risdon.
His talk will be preceded by our AGM at 7.00 p.m. On 15th March,
we will hear from Alison Hernandez on The Work of a Police and
Crime Commissioner.

Alan’s Research For D Day
Anniversary
This year is the 75th anniversary of D Day, Operation Overlord.

Alan Brunton is undertaking research with regard to the American
presence in the West Country during 1943/4 and wants to know if
any Chudleigh residents have/had relatives who saw action on or
following D Day. If
anyone can help
Alan, give him a
ring on 852714.
Chudleigh lost
thirty men during
the Second World
War, six of them
having landed on
the
Normandy
beaches following
the invasion of
Europe.

MI5 and KGB in
Chudleigh
Our

next monthly meeting will be held in the Woodway
room on Wednesday 20th February at 10am. Registrations
and refreshments will be hosted by the Book Club.
Our speaker will be Professor Chris Andrew of
Cambridge University and the topic of his talk will be The
secret history of secret intelligence.
Chris Andrew is the official historian of MI5 and has
also written KGB: the inside
story. Many of you who
listen
to
the
Today
programme on Radio 4 will
have heard Chris Andrew;
he is the person they always
ask to comment on any story
involving Russian spies or
skulduggery. He is a very
interesting speaker with
many intriguing, amusing
anecdotes.
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Two Opportunities To See Red Earth Opera This Year
Lovers of opera in general and supporters of local musicians in

particular will be delighted to hear that Red Earth Opera (REO)
will be performing twice in Chudleigh Parish Church this year.
Music for A May
Evening, on Sunday 5th May,
brings us a programme of
popular arias from a variety of
composers including Bizet,
Puccini and Verdi. The
soloists will be Laura Curry
and Robert Tilson. Laura has
performed with REO in the
past; in particular she sang the
title role in Gluck’s Iphigenia
in Tauris in March 2016. She has since gone on to sing in bigger
opera companies and is currently working at the Vienna
Staatsoper. Robert, who is new to REO, graduated from the
Birmingham Conservatoire and then went on to study at the Royal
Academy of Music.
Traditionally, one production each year is a semi-staged
full opera, sung in English. And this year is no exception. In
November, REO will be stage two performances of Donizetti’s
L’Elisir d’Amore (The Elixir of Love). On Saturday 2nd, the venue
will be St Matthews, Chelston, Torquay; and the performance on

Sunday 3rd will be in Chudleigh. No details are
yet available of the soloists for this production,
but you can be sure of another great evening of opera, so do make
a date in your diaries now.
Red Earth Opera was formed in 2013, to perform at the
Teignmouth Classical Music Festival in March 2014. The idea
came from a meeting of performers looking for opportunities to
sing and play opera in Devon and to
involve local musicians. The
singers and players are drawn from
Devon, Somerset and Cornwall (and
beyond) and range in age from
under-18 up to past retirement.
Places in the orchestra and chorus
are also offered to talented young
musicians from Torbay—supported
by a donation from the Torbay
Music Hub.
REO’s aim is to present
affordable opera, complementary to
that offered by the large touring
companies or the corporate opera
pops, and which is approachable
and enjoyable for those who are not
already keen on opera.
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Chasing
Unicorns
Short stories for adults
and children
All proceeds to Rowcroft
Hospice

Click here to order

Looking
For
Advice?
Citizens
Advice
are here
on
Thursdays
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CADS
Is Planning A
Revolution

Chudleigh/Troarn
Twinning Association

QUIZ
7.30pm, Saturday 6th April
Woodway Room, Town Hall
Tickets: £7 (to include light supper)
Licensed bar

CADS are working hard on their new production, The Old
People are Revolting, a comedy by Devon Williamson, which
will be staged at the Town Hall on Thursday 11th, Friday 12th
and Saturday 13th April at 7.30pm.

When the city council decides to end its rates rebate for
the elderly, the pen-pushers in town hall have no idea what anarchy they are about to unleash at the village. Led by bolshie
former trade union firebrand, Shirley, and the ebullient Howie,
the residents hit on the idea of ceding from the rest of the country under the United Nations Charter. What ensues has been
described as an unstoppable revolution.
Tickets go on sale in Mid-March in Harveys and Chudleigh
DIY, at £8. Licensed bar open till10.30pm. Come and enjoy a
hilarious evening on your very own doorstep!!
The Old People are Revolting is an Amateur Production by
Association with Stagescripts Ltd.
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Chudleigh Neighbourhood Development Plan: Pre-submission
Consultation
Chudleigh

Town Council is currently preparing an NDP As part of the preparation of the Plan, a formal six week public
(Neighbourhood Development Plan), led by the local community. consultation must be undertaken with the local community, and
those organisations with an interest in the area, to meet the
The principal objectives of the Plan are to:requirements of Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning
Regulations 2012 and The Localism Act 2011. Therefore
• Ensure that new housing developments are designed to meet Chudleigh Town Council is seeking your views and comments on
the needs of the local community.
what is known as the pre-submission version of the Chudleigh
• Require that all new developments have adequate off-street Neighbourhood Development Plan. The consultation period began
on 21st January and ends at 5pm on 4th March.
parking.
The Plan can be viewed online by clicking here.
• Protect the character of Chudleigh by influencing the design
Hard copies are available at the following locations:of new developments.

• Safeguard existing employment premises and encourage the • Chudleigh Town Hall, Market Way, Chudleigh TQ13 0DL
provision of new employment opportunities.
• Chudleigh Library, Market Way, Chudleigh TQ13 0HL
• Protect the natural environment of the parish and the town’s
• Chudleigh Parish Church, Fore Street, Chudleigh TQ13 0HX
landscape setting.
• Safeguard the current indoor and outdoor community facilities • Teignbridge District Council Offices, Forde House, Brunel
Road, Newton Abbot, TQ12 4XX
and seek their enhancement..
Any comments on the plan must be provided in writing and
• Protect and enhance the town centre and the wider returned to: The Clerk, Chudleigh Town Hall, Market Way,
Conservation Area.
Chudleigh TQ13 0DL or via email.
Once completed, the NDP will be a material consideration in the Comments must be received by 5pm on 4th March 2019
determination of planning applications within Chudleigh Parish
Councillor Michael Underwood
and will sit alongside the Teignbridge Local Plan and the other
elements of the statutory Development Plan.
Chair NDP Steering Group

Involved In Fundraising?
There will be a Fundraisers’ Forum in Teignmouth on Monday
25th February. An opportunity to share learning and best
practice, collaborate, get up to date with funding legislation and
sustainable funding strategies, as well as make connections for
possible future partnership working. The forum is free to
attend, but booking is essential. Reserve a place by clicking
here, by Wednesday 20th February at the latest.
Empathy not Apathy
There is a series of free training sessions being held across the
region on tackling the challenges of memory loss and dementia,
helping you to support group members or volunteers. For details
or to book a place click here or phone 01626 326120.
Needs Some Education of Training?
The January to June Learning Programme is now out. There’s a
new format, and Early Bird discounts for tickets bought more
than a month before an event. As ever, it is packed full of
courses, networking and learning opportunities, so take a look at
the programme on the website or on the booking site.

Find out what support you can access for YOUR business

Consult our website; Email us;
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047
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Town Hall / Community News

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140,
Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website

Town Council Elections

Certain people are disqualified from becoming a candidate.
These include employees of the Town or Parish Council where the
election is sought, employees of connected organisations, and
subjects of bankruptcy restriction orders or interim orders in
England and Wales. People, who, within the last five years, have
served a prison sentence of three months or more (including a
suspended sentence) without the option of a fine, may not stand as
candidates.

Every four years Town and Parish councils are required to
hold elections. That time is now nearly upon us. For the most part,
town and parish councils are non-party political—and that is
certainly the case in Chudleigh.
Electors who wish to stand for the council are required to
nominate themselves. The nomination pack will be available from
Teignbridge District Council from mid-February. You can obtain a
pack by telephone (01626 215104) or email. The nominations have
to be returned to the District Council by 4pm on Wednesday 3rd
April. You will need to hand deliver your nomination to the
District Council offices so that they can check that you have
included all the necessary information.
What happens after that depends upon the number of
nominations received. Chudleigh Town Council consists of
thirteen councillors. If there are thirteen nominations or fewer then
all those nominated are automatically elected unopposed. If there
are more than thirteen nominations then there will be a contested
election. This will take place on Thursday 2nd May.
If you are considering becoming a local councillor please
feel free to get in touch with Town Clerk, John Carlton. He can
talk to you about what is involved and, if you decide to stand,
guide you through the nomination process.
As a town councillor, you can achieve a great deal for your
local community. Over the last four years the current council has
generated the finance and developed the plans to build a new play
park at The Gardens and an outdoor gym at Millstream Meadow.
The Council ensured the continuing presence of the police in the
town by arranging for them to have a suite of offices in the Town
Hall. The Council ensured the long term future of the Exeter Road
allotment site by purchasing it. It has taken over the cutting of
roadside verges in the town and organised weed spraying as the
County Council no longer has the funds to provide these services.
It has developed a natural burial site at the cemetery. The council
also set up a landing site for the Devon air ambulance and installed
a defibrillator at the Town Hall.
Being a councillor really isn’t just about attending boring
meetings and it isn’t like Prime Minister’s Questions with people
hurling insults at each other. It is about working together as a
group to make the town a better place. So think about standing for
office. Town councillors are not paid but can claim reimbursement
of any costs incurred while carrying out council business. This
includes childcare costs.
Eligibility: The basic requirements for a person to qualify to stand
as a candidate are:
• You are a British or Commonwealth citizen, citizen of the
Republic of Ireland or citizen of the European Union; and
• You are aged 18 years or over on the day of nomination.
A candidate must also satisfy a connection with the town or parish,
as follows:
• You are registered as a local government elector for the town
or parish in which you wish to stand; or
• During the whole of the 12 months preceding the date of
nomination you have occupied land, or other premises within
the town or parish, as owner or tenant; or
• Your principal or only place of work during those 12 months
has been within the town or parish; or
• During the whole of those 12 months you have resided within
the town or parish, or within 4.8 kilometres of it.

Dog fouling.
Earlier this month one of the town’s volunteers addressed
the monthly council meeting about this issue. While working to
improve the drainage at the entrance to the footpath by the side of
the sports centre, he found forty two bags of dog faeces hanging
on the trees and hedges plus another forty three faeces left on the
footpath. That’s a pretty impressive haul for such a small area.
Sadly, there are many other areas of the town that have similar
problems.
The Council has received several complaints regarding dog
fouling at Fore Street park and the problem of it being walked into
the play park and the primary school by children. This is resulting
in the play park equipment being contaminated with faeces as the
children climb on it.
The District Council’s dog warden has been asked to target
the worst areas but he can’t be there twenty-four hours a day and
people generally pick up when he’s around. It is also suspected
that most of the fouling occurs during the hours of darkness.
Ultimately, the responsible dog owners will continue to
pick up and the irresponsible ones won’t, unless they are caught
and fined. To achieve that, the Council needs the community’s
help. While reporting a fellow resident to the relevant authority is
something many people seem uncomfortable doing, it is the only
way to tackle this issue.
To report incidents of dog fouling you should telephone the
District Council’s Environmental Hotline on 0800 328 6402. They
will need as much information as possible: when and where the
incident took place, the name of the dog owner ideally but
certainly a description and information on the dog (breed, colour).
This is not just a problem in Chudleigh, it is a problem
everywhere and we will only start to reduce the problem if we are
prepared to report the offenders.

Annual Town Meeting
The Annual Town Meeting is not a Town Council meeting
but the Town Council is required to organise and chair the
meeting. Any parishioner can attend and raise any issue they wish.
The 2019 meeting will be held on Friday 26th April in the
Woodway Room and will revert to the traditional format where the
second half of the meeting will give the various community
organisations the opportunity to report on their work.

Chudleigh Citizen’s Award for 2019
This award was introduced by the Town Council in 2012 to
recognise individuals who, in a voluntary capacity, have served the
town and its people and made the town a better place. If you would
like to nominate someone, contact the Town Hall office in person
or by email. The closing date for nominations is Friday 1st March
and the award will be presented at the Annual Town Meeting on
Friday 26th April.
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What’s On In Chudleigh
FEBRUARY

Saturday 16th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Carnival: Coffee morning, Rest
Centre, 10am.
Board Games Night: No 1, The
Square, 6pm, details page 3.
CCP: Moscow Drug Club,
Community School Hall, 7.30pm,
details page 4.
Wednesday 20th
U3A: monthly meeting, Town
Hall, 10am, details page 4.
Lunch Club: Rest Centre,
12.30pm, details page 6.
Thursday 21st
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment,
details page 6.
FairTrade: Quiz Night, Town
Hall, 7pm, details page 7.
Saturday 23rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh Cannons: Coffee
morning, Rest Centre, 10am.
Wednesday 27th
Lunch Club: Rest Centre,
12.30pm, details page 6.
Thursday 28th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment,
details page 6.
Friday 1st
Citizen’s Award: closing date
for nominations.
MARCH

Hi sto r y Gr ou p: B re nda
Loosemore with Trust Me, I’m A
Volunteer, Town Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday 2nd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh WILD: Bat Trail
Walk, 9.30am, details page 3.
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly
working party, allotments,
10am.
C y s t i c Fi b r o si s C o f f ee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am.
Messy Church: Parish Church,
3.30pm to 5.30pm.
Monday 4th

Town Council: Closing date for
NDP feedback, details page 8.
Town Council: Full meeting,
Town Hall, 7pm
Wednesday 6th
Lunch Club: Rest Centre,
12.30pm, details page 6.
WI: Vincent Wilson with C.A.B.
Rest Centre, 7.30pm.
Thursday 7th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment,
details page 6.
Friday 8th
Film Society: The Post (cert
1 2 A ), W o o d w a y R o o m ,

On The Beat
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315)
PC Martin Beck (14970)

7.15pm, details page 3.
Saturday 9th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am
to 1pm.
WI Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Sisters in Opera: classical
concert, Teignmouth,
12.15pm, details page 5.
FOCS: Fashion Show, Town
Hall, 7.30pm, details page 6.
Monday 11th
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy
date for March issue.
Tuesday 12th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact
Phil
on
07702418458 for details.

Wednesday 13th
Lunch Club: Rest Centre,
12.30pm, details page 6.
Thursday 14th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am
to 1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No
1 The Square, by
appointment, details page 6.
Friday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: March
issue due out.
Amenity Society: Alison
Hernandez with The Work of
a Police and Crime
Commissioner, Woodway
Room, 7.30pm, details page
4.

Contact Details: website
Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101

There was a total of seventeen crimes recorded Arson: A small fire was started by the library.
in Chudleigh during the last reporting period:
No damage and no suspect identified.
Domestic incidents: The relevant partner Harassment: A person received unwanted
agencies have been informed and safeguarding communications by post. Police action not
for the victims is in place.
supported at this time.
Theft from Motor Vehicle (2): Items were Obstruction / Resisting a Constable: The
taken from motor vehicles at separate locations. offender has been charged.
No suspects or witnesses have been identified.
Taking without consent: A bicycle was taken
Criminal Damage / property (3): A brick wall from a garden. No suspects or witnesses.
was damaged; graffiti was sprayed onto a wall at
Burglary Dwelling: The owner of the property
the primary school; and a bin was damaged in
returned home and found the front door insecure.
the skate park. Enquiries are complete, no
On entering the property a male ran off. The
suspects identified.
offender is linked to taking a motor vehicle
Use threatening words / behaviour: Words without consent.
were exchanged by individuals. Police action not
Theft by finding: A kennel was broken into and
supported.
a dog was taken. There are no suspects or
Theft from shop(3): Offenders entered a shop witnesses.
premises and took items without payment. The
Taking a motor vehicle without consent: The
suspects are not known.
offender has been charged for the offence.

