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Thanks to this month’s 
sponsors: Stover School; 

and Webselect  

There are moves afoot in Chudleigh to increase 

our awareness and activity to protect our        

environment, both locally (this article) and  

globally (see poster below right). And for a start, 

we recently received this message from Tess 

Frost, Chair of Chudleigh Town Council       

Environment Committee. 

Chudleigh Town Council and         

Teignbridge   District Council have agreed to 

change mowing regimes in Millstream Meadow 

and Palace Meadow Park for a trial period of 

three years. 

 2-3 metre wide strips of grass next to the 

Kate Brook or hedges will be left to grow long 

and mown once a year in August or September, 

and then the grass will be raked up and left as 

habitats for hedgehogs, slowworms etc. This 

should encourage more insects for birds and 

bats, and increase pollinators for fruit trees. 

Households near these patches will be leafleted, 

so please let us know what you think. 

We hope that the Town Hall will become 

a Bat Host Centre and lots of people will be 

involved, by gardening in a bat friendly way, 

taking part in surveys, night time and farm 

walks, or growing wild flowers and bushes for 

planting out.  

There will be lots of different things to 

do, including recording the changes on film and 

still cameras, perhaps writing regular            

observations for Chudleigh Phoenix. 

All of these efforts can be put together 

for a Devon Wildlife Trust community award. 

Lets give it a go. If you want to get    

involved, please get in touch with me NOW. 

Tess Frost 

rat.frost@gmail.com  

01626 852551 

Chudleigh, the battiest town in the west? 

Chudleigh’s population of Greater Horseshoe 

Bats is one of the largest in the country 

(Photo: Lylambda) 

 SEARCH is an informal group with no particular  affiliations but an interest in 

environmental issues and social justice. The group meets on the first Tuesday of the 

month at Kestor, Highlands Park, Chudleigh, Devon, TQ13 0JZ between 5 and 7pm, 

to catch some of those at work as well. If you would like to come please phone 

01626 852002 or email maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com. 

The group is screening This Changes Everything on Friday 26th February. 

See poster (right) for full details. 

SEARCH (Social 

and Environmental 
Action ‘Round    
Chudleigh) 

mailto:By%20Lylambda%20(lylambda@gmail.com)%20(Own%20work)%20[CC%20BY-SA%203.0%20(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)%5d,%20via%20Wikimedia%20Commons
mailto:maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com
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From the Editor  

I’m not generally a fan of the 

phrase ‘use it or lose it’. I tend 

to think that lack of use implies 

lack of demand and therefore 

little concern about loss.   

However, I’m prepared to 

make an exception when it 

comes to the Constitutional 

Club or ‘the Con Club’ as it is 

colloquially known. 

I’ve lived in Chudleigh 

for eight and a half years (and 

yes, I know that makes me a 

relative newcomer) and for 

eight years, I didn’t go inside 

the door of the Con Club. If I’d 

thought about it at all, I guess I  

assumed Con stands for     

Conservative, a mistake that 

many people seem to make. 

Then last October, the 

Con Club held an open day. 

We went along out of          

curiosity—and were surprised 

and impressed by the facilities 

hiding behind the white door 

adjacent to The Bishop Lacy. 

We became members straight 

away. 

The Con Club has been 

in Chudleigh for more than 

100 years. And at the moment 

it is having difficulties. Read 

Andrew Snell’s article on page 

5 and see if there is anything 

you can do to help. It would be 

a real shame if this hidden gem 

had to close. 

But the picture’s not 

completely black. Also on page 

5, you can read about just one 

initiative being organised from 

this month onwards. If you 

fancy a bit of live music on a 

Sunday evening to round off 

the weekend, the Con Club 

could be the place for you. 

And talking about live 

music, don’t miss a great  

weekend of contrasting styles 

coming up in March. On    

Saturday 12th, Black Voices 

are appearing in the School 

Hall. On Sunday 13th, Red 

Earth  Opera,  featuring        

musicians and singers from 

Chudleigh, is appearing in 

Chudleigh Church. Details of 

both events are on page 6. 

Have a musical month. 

Kate 

Copy date 29th February for the March issue. Reserve your space in 

advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 854611. 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

Gorgito’s Ice Rink 
Prize-winner, 2015 Self-Published Book of the Year Awards 

A tale of love, loss and broken promises 

by local author Elizabeth Ducie 

Available from Chudleigh Phoenix  Publications 

01626 854611; editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

 

 

 

Perfect with 

coffee and 

cake! 

Celebrity hairdresser Mr ‘Teasy-Weasy’ Raymond and actor 

Jack Hawkins seem an unlikely combination.  Find out more from 

local author Charles Lyte who was the ‘ghost writer’ behind their 

autobiographies. Charles was a journalist for fifty years, working 

mainly for Fleet Street, London, national Daily and Sunday  

newspapers, and for national magazines. As well as journalism he 

has written biographies of Sir Joseph Banks, and the                

explorer/plant-hunter Frank Kingdon-Ward; narrative histories of 

kitchen and herb gardening; and guide books. He describes     

himself as a late starter, educated in public libraries and second 

hand bookshops. 

Charles Lyte is the guest speaker at this year’s Trusham 

and Teign Valley Book Club Literary Supper, which will take 

place on Wednesday 16th March, in The Sheldon Centre,       

Doddiscombsleigh, with a 7pm for 7.30pm start.  

Tickets £20.00 to include a three course meal, wine and 

coffee or tea and homemade fudge. Enquiries: John and Maggie 

Ralston: 01647 252386 or email: jralston@john-lewis.com 

Trusham and Teign Valley Book 
Group Literary Supper 

Chudleigh  
Community Choir 

If you saw CCC perform in Chudleigh Church at the end of    

November, you will have heard us announce our next concert date 

as 27th February. And you may be wondering why you’ve not 

seen any publicity. 

Well, for a number of reasons, the date has been pushed 

back. Our next performance will now be on Sunday 17th April at 

3pm in the Woodway Room. Come and join us for afternoon tea 

at our Musical Tea Party. More details will be available in next 

month’s CP, but for the moment, please save the date. 

 

Out in July 

 

The new thriller 

by local author 

Elizabeth Ducie 

 

Not everything 

is black or white 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Ever wondered why we have a leap year? Ever pondered what it 

would be like to have a leap year birthday?  

We have leap years because every year is 365 days and a 

quarter. But you can’t really have a quarter day, so we bank 

those quarters and every four years we have an extra day on 

29th February.  

We asked Chudleigh School teacher Miss Bowld what it’s 

like to be born on 29th February. “I like it,” she said, “because 

every four years, people make an extra special effort to      

celebrate my birthday, but I don’t like it because people joke 

that I’m 8 years old!”  We asked if she celebrated her birthday 

every year or every four years: “I celebrate my birthday every 

year on 1st march, but on 29th February every leap year.” 

Fun Fact: On a leap year, women are allowed to propose 

to men! And co-incidentally, the Olympics are held in leap years. 

A Longer Year by James, Jemma and Max 

The Children’s Voice  
with guest editor, Theo Hill 

The four amazing performances of Chudleigh panto were    

completely sold out and everyone was on the edge of their 

seats, unless they were sitting back eating sweets. It was   

family-friendly and interactive, but with a twist. 

Sugar Mill was selling sweets outside and music was 

playing off the stage. We waited while the cast entered and 

the panto began. The youngest actor was 4 and the funniest 

was Nurse Wanda Wetwipe. Overall it was moving and magical 

and a great experience. 

Ellen (view from the audience) 
 

Once upon a time... Every Sunday since 6th September, all the 

actors in the pantomime have practised long and hard in the 

Town Hall to get the fabulous Sleeping Beauty ready. 

On the day, everyone was SUPER excited, but also a bit 

nervous. Behind the scenes was MANIC. All the cast were   

either putting on make-up or going over their lines—over AND 

over again. 

Did you know we used real cream for the birthday cake; 

and some people spent 10 hours perfecting the scene? 

I found the whole experience really fun, although it was 

quite tiring. 

Saffron (view from the stage) 

A Sleeping Beauty  

Ladies and Gentlemen, boys and girls, we are 

proud to present Key Stage 2’s Music Concert! 

On 27th January, the pupils of Chudleigh Primary School, 

including your two reporters, put on a music concert. Family and 

friends came to watch it and all the seats were full. There were 

many soloists and groups that performed to the audience. Many 

different songs were featured such as: Gangsta Prankster 

(woodwind ensemble), Polly Wolly Doodle (piano solo and brass 

ensemble), Yankee Doodle (cornet solo), Open String Samba 

(violin ensemble) and Candle on the Water (singing solo). We 

expect the performers felt proud of themselves for doing their 

best in the show. So a big well done to anyone who took part 

this year.  

We’d also like to thank all the teachers that have      

supported us in this music concert and especially Mrs Hughes 

(our music teacher/co-ordinator). We couldn’t have done it 

without her. 

The Sound of Music by 

Connie and Isabelle  
Ever pondered how your granny gets so many jewels? In this    

fascinating yet hilarious story by David Walliams, a boy called Ben 

hates going to his Granny’s. All she does is play scrabble and eat 

cabbage soup. At least, that’s 

what he thought. 

While playing a game of 

scrabble, Ben has a snoop to see 

if there is anything that is     

cabbage free. He comes across a 

tin box that looks like an old  

biscuit tin, but it’s nothing like 

that. It’s  JEWELS! 

These jewels leave him 

with many unment ionable       

questions. How will he react? Will 

he be proud or disappointed? 

The granny and grandson 

duo plan to steal the Crown     

Jewels. Will they be able to pull 

off this stupendous crime or will 

they get caught? 

Gangsta Granny: review by Jemma 

 

 

A baking session that goes badly 

wrong: one of the hilarious scenes 

from CADS pantomime Sleeping 

Beauty 



Amenity Society News 

Youth Centre Update  
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Our screening on Friday 

11th March is entitled Dean 

Spanley and  is a comedy 

drama set in Edwardian  

London. Clergyman Dean 

Spanley is purported to be 

the reincarnation of the   

beloved   childhood pet of a 

testy patriarch (played by 

Peter O’Toole) 

 

This film is considered to be 

not only very funny,       

intelligent and deeply    

moving, but also a work of 

art! 

 

Screenings commence at 

8pm in the Woodway Room, 

Chudleigh Town Hall (although doors open at 7.15pm for the sale 

of alcoholic and soft drinks and sweets). Non-members are always 

welcome at a charge of £5 on the door. Enquiries: 01626 859593 

or visit our website for details: www.chudleighfilmsociety.org  

 

Film Society News 

Frances - Treasurer  

01626 853173; dayshfrances5@hotmail.com 

Lyn - Membership Secretary  

01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net 

Chudleigh  
Rotters Update 

Following the Christmas trees donation days, Teignbridge very 

kindly arranged for their chipper contractors to come and chip 

up these trees which makes ideal weed-suppressing mulch. This 

can be obtained by either contacting Lyn, Julie or Frances by 

phone or email, or coming down to the allotment site at Mount 

Pleasant on the 1st Saturday morning from March-November 

when we have our regular work sessions.  The 12.5kgm bags are 

only 25p each to members [and 50p to non-members], PLEASE 

DO NOT HELP YOURSELF AS AN ALLOTMENT HOLDER 

NEARBY DID LAST YEAR.  We feel that this mulch is cheap 

enough and affordable at this cost. 

Meanwhile Julie Rayner will be contacting members 

over the next couple of weeks to book their work sessions, the 

first one being on Saturday 5th March from 10am-noon. Please 

do remember your work session dates and book your holidays 

around your booked dates, as this is very much appreciated. 

As usual, the work session consists of enjoying          

community friendship [i.e. NOT hard manual labour!] with free 

coffee and tea [and perhaps even hot chocolate if March is 

cold!] and of course biscuits!  

Forty four people attended our first talk of 2016, in January. It 

should not happen to a Postmistress was given by Jo Haws the 

Postmistress of Chudleigh Post Office. She told us how the Post 

Office had changed from being a public service to its current  

commercial organisation. Like any other good business it is 

highly competitive and if we don’t use it, we’ll lose it!        

Comments and questions from the floor made it clear that Jo and 

her staff’s efforts are fully appreciated. As several people     

observed, “If only all post offices were like Chudleigh’s.” 

The next talk on 19th February is by another Chudleigh 

resident, Brian Portch, who will be talking about “Concorde – a 

personal recollection”. 

Our AGM is on 18th March and will start at 7.00 p.m. In 

addition to the usual items, we shall be considering the adoption 

of a revised and updated constitution following the                

relinquishment of our Charity status on 23rd January 2016. The 

AGM will be followed by a talk on The River Otter Beaver Trail 

given by a member of the Devon Wildlife Trust. 

A visit to Greenway, the National Trust property that 

was the holiday home of Agatha Christie has been arranged for 

members on 23rd March. 

In December 2015, new saplings were planted in Lawn 

Drive by Mike Moyes’ Environmental group. The purchase of 

the trees was financed by the Town Council but the Amenity 

Society was in the forefront of those asking for them to be 

planted and will be responsible for their care and maintenance.  

We are holding a Grand Jumble Sale on Saturday March 12th 

from 12noon to 2pm in the Woodway Room.  20p entrance fee. 

 We have a large collection of good quality clothes, adult 

and children, as well as curtains and bric-a- brac. If you like a 

good read we have dozens of books in excellent condition,      

including children’s and cookery books.  Why not do a jig saw 

to pass away a winters' evening?  We have them too!  

Chudleigh WI News 

Friday Youth Sessions are from 6pm - 

8.30pm. If you bring a friend their first time entry is free. The 

programme includes regular team games, table tennis, baking 

and two consoles are now available.  

Senior Sessions for 13+ are held on Thursdays from 

4.30pm - 6.30pm. The sessions are thriving and provide          

opportunity to cook, work towards becoming a Senior Helper 

and DoE experience. Free Entry.     

We will be holding a Table Top Sale on Saturday 19th 

March. It’s a great opportunity to pass on some unwanted    

Christmas presents or to discover some bargains! If you would 

like to book a table, please contact Sue Metcalfe on 853651.   

Thank you to everyone who supported our Coffee     

Morning in January. A total of £220 was raised.  

http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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Chudleigh Constitutional Club: a plea for help from Andrew Snell  

We’ve had a rough couple of years here at 

the Con Club; memberships have waned, 

and the appeal of midweek pool, darts and 

drinking seem to have dropped. We appear 

to have lost our identity, and our way a 

little. Unfortunately we just haven’t been 

able to grow at the same rate as the town 

has. The population of Chudleigh has near 

enough doubled in the past 10 years, and 

we believe that a good majority of the   

people who have moved here in that time 

do not know that we are here, and what we 

can offer. 

I don’t think we’re the only        

establishment in the town that has started to 

struggle financially. You only have to look 

along the main street, and see that (amongst 

other shops/places) the White Hart has 

closed in recent years, we’ve lost the 

Coaching House, and if you happen to ven-

ture out of an evening, the pubs are so 

much quieter than they used to be. We can 

blame inflation, we can blame the fact that 

smoking is prohibited, but the fact is that 

people would much rather drink at home in 

this day and age. 

Now this is where we want to reach 

out, these are the people we are looking for. 

Our drink prices are on average 20% 

cheaper than other pubs and clubs; all we 

ask is that you pay a £5 membership each 

year, to benefit from these ‘very close’ to 

shop prices. We also have a pool table, a 

darts board, a ping pong table (how many 

pubs have one readily available?), a full 

size snooker table, (not many towns or  

villages of this size can boast that!) and 

lastly, we have a skittle alley situated    

upstairs, with room for at least 20 people to 

sit and have a drink whilst chucking a small 

rubber ball down a wooden runway! We 

very often run themed events, bingo, discos 

and quizzes, to name but a few. 

We also have VERY competitive 

hire charges, starting at just £21. The main 

bar and function room is available for hire, 

for pretty much any party/event; there is a 

dance floor big enough for 20-30 people to 

get their groove on, you can hire your own 

DJ, or you can choose from a list that we 

keep behind the bar. Undoubtedly, this is 

where the majority of our funds come from, 

and the word needs to be spread that we are 

available for hire. 

So, this is the plea: we’ve been 

struggling to keep our head above water for 

a while now, and the reality is, if the place 

isn’t used, we would have no option other 

than to close. This would be an absolute 

shame as we have so much to offer. We are 

currently fund-raising to give the place an 

overhaul, and update it, but we need your 

help. Over the coming months we will be 

planning events to raise money for this, 

please pop in and have a look, the place has 

a lot to offer. Please keep an eye on our 

notice board, and for leaflets and posters 

around the town. Please also keep an eye on 

our Facebook page for updates! 

We are looking to start pool teams, 

darts teams, snooker teams, and another 

skittles team! These can be mixed, or 

men/women only, all feedback will be 

gratefully received. 

If you have any questions/enquiries 

or would like to make a booking please 

contact club secretary Sandra Lambell on 

(01626) 853276, or myself on (01626) 

853999. 

Thank you for taking the time to 

read this, and I hope to see you up the club 

for a pint some time soon.  

                                  Andrew Snell 

The Constitutional Club is  

undergoing a bit of a revamp 

at present and so saying some 

ideas have been floated for 

activities that are “different”.   

A group of us (led by 

the inimitable Peter Whittle) 

are pulling together regular 

Sunday night music sessions.  

One idea is for a kind of    

relaxed variety evening, with a 

house band and artistes from 

different genres invited to  

perform. Another, in a similar 

vein, is for a regular Sunday 

Night Jazz Club, again where 

different artists are invited to 

entertain – some probably with 

their first ever public         

performance. 

Because the Con Club 

is a club, you may be asked to 

sign in and there is no entry 

fee.  If however you are 

minded to join the club, for a 

fiver, you can enjoy the     

facilities all the year and    

perhaps you would like to drop a little something into the hat to help cover costs. 

Renaissance at the Con 
Club by Mike Underwood 

The Con Club, in the centre of Chudleigh, opposite 

the Church 

Offering darts, pool, snooker, skittles and  much 

more; plus very reasonable bar prices  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301507159987215/?fref=ts
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Five women, singing a capella, known as Black Voices.  

Their music is a unique and distinctive blend of traditional 

and contemporary, African, jazz, gospel, pop, reggae,  

Caribbean and English, all with fantastic harmonies. Their 

CV includes singing with Nina Simone, Miriam Makeba, 

Hugh Masekela, Ray Charles—they’ve been about a bit, 

travelling the world for over 25 years, since they were 

started by their Musical Director Carol Pemberton MBE in 

1987.  Wow. This is good stuff.   

If you are thinking of seeing Black Voices, but 

haven’t yet got your tickets, do so now, they are going 

fast!  You can hear them on Saturday 12th March, at 8pm 

in Chudleigh Community School Hall. 

This is a Villages in Action event, so it gets      

publicised widely in Devon; that means people outside 

Chudleigh who want to see Black Voices are also making 

use of the opportunity.  But all Villages in Action arts 

events are aimed primarily at the community in which they 

are taking place – that’s us, you.  No driving, a bar, good 

music (actually, very good music), meeting up with friends 

– what else can you want from a Saturday night’s         

entertainment?  And all organised for you by Chudleigh 

Community Project. 

Look them up on the Villages in Action website 

(villagesinaction.co.uk) if you want  to know more.  And 

then go to Andy in the DIY shop, or phone Lynn and Chris 

Evans, 852553, to reserve tickets, which are £10 for adults 

and £7 for children.  

Black Voices: Music with a   
Message 

Red Earth Opera Come 
to Chudleigh  

South Devon-based Red Earth Opera is 

planning two semi-staged performances of 

Gluck’s Iphigenia in Tauris in March; they 

will be in Teignmouth on 6th March and in 

Chudleigh on 13th March. Both             

performances are part of the Teignmouth 

Classical Music Festival.  

The opera, which will be sung in 

English, tells the story of a priestess who is 

asked to make a human sacrifice, not  

knowing the victim is her brother. With 

intrigue, a violent storm and intervention by 

the goddess, Diana, the audience is in for a 

real treat. Gluck is well known for the aria 

Che faro senza Eurydice from Orpheus and 

Eurydice, but Iphigenia in Tauris contains 

some even more fabulous tunes. 

Red Earth Opera was formed in 

2013, and first performed at the 2014 

Teignmouth Classical Music Festival. The 

idea came from a meeting of performers 

looking for opportunities to sing and play 

opera in Devon and to involve local      

musicians.   

Now in its third season, Red Earth 

Opera has a growing audience. The soloists 

have been a mix of seasoned singers and 

young artists; this provides audiences with 

the opportunity to see and hear some of the 

stars of the future as they start on their  

careers. The chorus and orchestra include 

many fine musicians from Devon, Somerset 

and Cornwall.  

The Musical Director of Red Earth 

Opera is Jane Anderson-Brown, who     

recently took over as MD of Chudleigh 

Community Choir and several members of 

CCC also sing or play with the Company. 

Full details of times, prices and 

where to buy your ticket can be found on 

the Festival website.  

Can You Help Red Earth Opera? 
 

The Company is completely self-funded 

and a fund-raising initiative is currently 

underway. Anyone who would like to 

support the aims of bringing community 

opera to Devon can donate online today 

http://villagesinaction.co.uk
http://www.communitychoir.co.uk/teignmouth-classical-music-festival/tcmf-2016/
http://www.generosity.com/community-fundraising/red-earth-opera-iphigenia-in-devon
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Chudleigh 
History 
Group 
Book 
Sale 

 

On 12th June 2016 national celebrations are taking place to 

celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday. Lord Lieutenants 

throughout the UK are encouraging communities to be a part of 

this historic milestone, by holding events in towns and villages throughout the 

land. 

The Mall in London is the venue for a gigantic street party with all the 

attendant pomp and ceremony, but here in Chudleigh we might need to be a 

little more circumspect – road closures always create difficulties! 

The Town Council is lending its support to an extravaganza in our  

community with the suggestion that we hold a Party in the Park. It is hoped 

that many organisations will want to participate in this splendid day. The idea is 

that families and friends take their own gazebos or sunshades and enjoy an al 

fresco tea in glorious sunshine! 

Several venues have been suggested, and through the good auspices of 

the Cricket Club and Sports Centre Committee, the Sports Ground has been 

chosen as ideal. This will be a splendid opportunity to visit the refurbished  

pavilion and a natural spot for the party providing a good location, sports    

facilities, bar and toilets and indoor seating for those who wish to be out of the 

sun! 

There might even be a fun cricket match, pétanque demonstrations, try 

your hand at golf, a BBQ and cream teas for those who don’t want to bring 

their own. More details will follow; but for now, just put the date in your    

diaries: Sunday 12th June. 

Party in the Park 

There are just a few copies left 

of The Chudleigh Book, and 

these have been reduced from 

£24.95 to £15. Named ‘Book of 

the Year’ by Devon History 

Society in 2010, this fascinating 

reference volume was compiled 

by members of the History 

Group and published in 2009, to 

co-incide with the 700th      

anniversary of the granting of 

the Town Charter. 

Chudleigh's First World 

War Commemorations was        

published in 2015 and is a full-

colour history of events in the 

town one hundred years ago. 

 

Copies have been reduced from 

£15.95 to £10. Both books are hard-

back and make excellent presents. In 

an even better deal, the two can be 

purchased together for £22.50.  

Phone Alan Brunton on 01626 

852174 for further details and/or  

delivery. 
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Chudleigh Diners Club meets on the second Tuesday of 

every month. For details, ring Phil   Curtis on 07702 418458.  

Mr Pesto Recommends 
with Michael McCormick 
 

Chudleigh Citizen’s Award for 2016 

This award was introduced by the Town Council in 2012 to 

recognise individuals who, in a voluntary capacity, have served the 

town and its people and made the town a better place. The first 

winner was Alan Brunton. In 2013, the award was presented to 

Sue Metcalfe. In 2014 Joan Prowse and Gillian Wood were the 

winners.  Last year the award was presented to Stewart Sapp to 

recognise his long service with Chudleigh United Charities and, in 

particular, his contribution towards making the new play park and 

MUGA a reality. It is now time to seek nominations for the 2016 

award. If you would like to nominate someone please contact the 

Town Hall office for a nomination form. The closing date for 

nominations is  Friday 18th March and the award will be presented 

at the Annual Town Meeting on 29th April.  

Allotments available 

In recent years, the town’s allotment sites have been fully 

allocated and there has also been a waiting list. This year a number 

of residents have given up their allotments and there are several 

vacant plots at both Tower Hill and Exeter Road. If you would like 

to grow your own fruit and vegetables, you can have your choice 

of site. Rental ranges from £16 to £34 per annum depending on 

plot size. Contact Paula Johans at the Town Hall to discuss what 

you would like. (Paula works from 9am to 1pm each day.) 

Solar panels at the Town Hall 

The Town Council has agreed to pursue the installation of 

photo-voltaic panels on the south-facing roof of the Woodway 

Room, which is the least visible of the Town Hall rooves.        

Although it involves an initial significant financial outlay of 

around £14,000 it will, over several years, pay for itself in terms of 

reduced electricity bills. Councillors are also keen to set an      

example in promoting the use of renewable energy sources. The 

next step is to apply for planning consent.  

News from the Environmental Volunteers 

You may have noticed when walking around Millstream 

Meadow that the cider apple trees in the community orchard have 

been pruned. The prunings have been taken to Two Oaks where 

they will be chipped and used as a weed-suppressing mulch in the 

sensory garden and around the small trees and shrubs at the rear of 

the Two Oaks site. Some of the overcrowded saplings and     

Buddleias have been removed but plenty remain for birds, bees 

and butterflies 

All of this work, and much more (such as the tree planting 

in Lawn Drive), is carried out by the Environmental Volunteers 

Group. The group always welcome new members so if you would 

like to help, contact Tessa Frost (01626 852551 or 07940 807871) 

or Mike Moyse (01626 853021) to find out more. 

Neighbourhood Watch  

The recent sad death of Roger Brandon has left Palace  

Gardens and Lawn Drive without a Neighbourhood Watch        

Co-ordinator. The scheme cannot exist without a co-ordinator so 

Teignbridge Neighbourhood Watch either need to find a new   

volunteer for the role or the scheme will cease. If the latter occurs 

householders are advised to inform their home insurance provider 

of the change in circumstances.  

If you live in this area of the town and would be prepared 

to act as a co-ordinator, telephone Pam Hughes on 01626 326604 

between 9am and 2pm on Thursdays only or email:               

watchofficeteignbridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

Town Hall News: featuring items from CTC not covered elsewhere in CP 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk,  

01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ;  

Chudleigh Town Council website 

Chudleigh is a fascinating place to live and, apart from the 

strong community, there is a variety of shops; although some 

would say too few and not used enough by local people. So this 

month’s review is closer to home. Chudleigh may not have five 

butchers any more but it does have a number of places to eat. I 

have previously reviewed The Phoenix and now I turn to two 

others.  

Sangers, at 87 Fore Street, is a relatively new business; 

opened just over a year. It sells a variety of sandwiches, wraps, 

cakes and coffee, mainly as take-away although it does have 

some seats if you want to sit and chat while you’re waiting. My       

particular favourite is the BLT, a sandwich that ticks all the 

boxes: bread to fill you up; tomato and lettuce as part of your 

five-a-day; and bacon that just makes all the rest palatable.  

Next door to Sangers you will find one of Chudleigh's 

enduring institutions; Harveys, at 88 Fore Street is run by Simon 

and Sally.  Unlike Sangers, Harveys is a place to sit and take 

time over a coffee, alone or with friends.  But it is so much more 

than a coffee shop in that it provides a range of food, from the 

delicious home-made cakes to salads, jacket potatoes, soup, pies 

and sandwiches.  I particularly like the Coronation Chicken, and 

will even put up with the generous helping of salad, which 

makes this a full meal, particularly at lunch time.  

But at Harveys there’s more still. In addition to eat-in or 

take-away food there is a delicatessen counter where you can 

buy meats, pies and cheese.  There is also a grocery section 

where you can pick up products not available elsewhere in 

Chudleigh.  If you are very fortunate you might be in time to 

catch one of their Bistro evenings, which are invariably fully 

booked.  Here Simon and Sally show off their prowess in     

catering and all attendees sing their praises. 

Of course there are several other places to eat-in or pick 

up takeaway, but these will have to wait for later.  I’m          

particularly keen to see what The Bishop Lacy has to offer now 

that their planning application to use Number 51 as a dining area 

has been approved. 

mailto:watchofficeteignbridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
Chudleigh%20Town%20Council%20website
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Carnival Brochure Cover     
Competition  

Believe it or not, that time of year is fast approaching once more 

where the Carnival Committee get busy planning this year’s   

carnival week.   

Once again, we would like to invite Key Stage 2 children 

(School Years 3-6) to design a front cover for our Carnival     

programme.  Entries can be drawn onto an A4 sheet of paper, the 

only rules are to include the words ‘Chudleigh Carnival Week’ 

and the dates ‘9th-17th July 2016’.  Entries can be handed in at 

either Chudleigh Primary School office or the Town Hall by 

Thursday 24th March. Please remember to pop a name onto the 

back so we can contact the winner who will receive a £15 book 

voucher as well as having their design published on this years’ 

programme!   

We’re looking forward to seeing the entries – good luck!  

 Chudfest News 
We’re doing it all again in 2016! Here are the 

main dates for your diaries: 

Open Gardens  

Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th June 

Box Office for Summer Festival 

Monday 30th May 

Summer Festival 

Friday 1st to Sunday 10th July 

Garden and Produce Show  

Saturday 20th August 

Box Office for Variety Concert 

Thursday 22nd September 

Variety Concert  

Saturday 22nd October 

Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 8th December 

www.chudfest.co.uk  

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter 

We are looking for a new design for the cover of the Chudfest 

Summer Brochure, and are turning to the creative people of 

Chudleigh to come up with something new and special. 

Rules 

 Include the dates 31st June to 10th July 2016 

 Include the words ‘Chudfest’ and ‘Programme’ 

 Indicate where the Chudfest logo will go 

 Include the web address (www.chudfest.co.uk) 

 But otherwise, let your imagination run wild 

The brochure is A5, which is approximately 15cm wide by 

21cm deep, but don’t worry about the size, we can sort it out. 

Just make sure it’s a portrait format 

The competition is open to all adults living in Chudleigh. 

(Don’t worry, kids, the Carnival Committee have something 

else for you to do; see details below left.) 

Closing date 31st March; winner to be announced mid-April 

Prize 

A free pass to all Chudfest events including Open Gardens, 

Beach Party, Quiz, Comedy Club, 60s/70s Disco; worth at 

least £50. 

To Enter 

 Entries can be on paper, dropped into the Town Hall, for the 

attention of ‘Chudfest’.  

Or they can be electronic, in Word, PowerPoint, Jpeg or pdf 

formats. Email to chudfest@yahoo.co.uk 

Win A Chudfest Pass 

Plans are proceeding smoothly for the fete which ends   

Chudfest on July 10th. With nearly 500 Chudleigh residents 

attending every year, this is a great opportunity for local 

groups and organisations to showcase themselves, and also to 

raise some money. You can put on a performance in the    

marquee or showground or you can run a stall, again either in 

the marquee or out in the playpark.  

It would be great if we could have more games and 

activities this year – would any organisation like to organise 

that traditional fete game “Bowling for a Pig”? Or would a 

charity like to raise money by organising the throwing of 

sponges at local celebrities? We have some traditional games 

that we can lend out if there are people wanting to run them 

(e.g. Splat the rat; wheel of fortune, etc). There are only a few 

restrictions – you can’t sell alcohol or hot food, and we only 

want one tea tent!  

If you are interested in participating, please contact 

Mark Macnair on 01626 853490, or email him at 

m.r.macnair@exeter.ac.uk. 

Chudfest Fete 

www.chudfest.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/RafflesAndTheBritishInvasionOfJava?ref=notif&notif_t=fbpage_fan_invite#!/Chudfest
https://twitter.com/Chudfest
mailto:chudfest@yahoo.co.uk
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Wednesday 17th 
Mothers’ Union:   Fellowship 
Meeting, Parish Church, 

2.15pm. 
CTC Planning Committee: 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Thursday 18th 
Weekly Produce Market:        

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 19th 
CADAS: Brian Portch with  
C o n c o r d e— a  p e r s o n a l       

recollection, Woodway Room, 
7.30pm, details page 4. 

Saturday  20th 
Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest 
Centre, 10am. 

Sunday 21st 
Cabaret Sauvignon: Con Club, 

7pm, details page 5. 
Monday 22nd 

Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: Rest 
Centre, 10am.  

Thursday 25th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 26th 
SEARCH: This  Changes      

Everything, film about Global 
Warming, 7.15pm for 8pm, 
details page 1. 
Con Club: Monthly Quiz, 8pm. 

Saturday 27th 

Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 

Con Club: karaoke & disco, 
8pm.  

Monday 29th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy 
date for March issue. 

Wednesay 2nd 
WI: Jenny Skinner with The 

Alexander Technique, Rest  
Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 3rd 
Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 

1pm. 
Friday 4th 

Chudleigh History Group: 
Paul Rendell with Discover 
Wild Cornwall,  Woodway 

Room, 7.30pm  
Saturday 5th 

Weekly Produce Market:   

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Coffee Morning:  Rest Centre, 
10am. 
Chudleigh Rotters:  Monthly 

work session, details page 4. 
Sunday 6th 

Red Earth Opera:  Iphigenia in 
Tauris, Teignmouth, 7.30pm. 
Details page 6. 

Monday 7th 
Council: Full meeting, Town 
Hall, 7pm. 

Tuesday 8th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  

Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Thursday 10th 
Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Friday 11th 

Chudleigh Film Society: Dean 
Spanley (Cert PG), period 
comedy, Woodway Room 

7.15pm for 8pm, details page 
4. 

Saturday 12th 
Weekly Produce Market:        
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Coffee   Morning: Rest Centre, 
10am. 
WI: Jumble Sale, Woodway 
Room, 12noon, details page 4. 

Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 
VIA: Black Voices, Community 
School Hall, 8pm, details page 
6. 

Sunday 13th 
Red Earth Opera:  Iphigenia in 
Tauris, Chudleigh, 7.30pm. 
Details page 6. 

Tuesday 15th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: March 
issue due out. 
 

FEBRUARY 

On The Beat  
with PC Ali Hooper (14939); PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 

Contact Details:  website;  

Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101 

There were a total of nine crimes recorded for Chudleigh during 

the last reporting period, broken down as follows:  

 

Domestic Violence incident: The relevant partner agencies have 

been informed and are working with the persons involved. 

Theft from motor vehicle (2): Two incidents have occurred at    

separate locations; both vehicles were left secure and unattended. 

The spare wheel was taken from a 4x4 and the registration plates 

taken from another vehicle. There are no suspects or witnesses. 

The registration number has been put on the police registration 

identification system. 

Sending false message by public electronic communication: 

Unwanted texts and messages have been received. The offenders 

have been identified and enquires are continuing.   

Criminal damage to property: A motor vehicle parked secure 

and unattended has been scratched on the driver’s door. There are 

no suspects or witnesses. 

Criminal damage to property: Damage has been caused to a 

reinforced glass door by unknown means. All relevant enquiries 

are complete; no offender identified.  

Criminal damage to property: A selection of garden pots and a 

tree have been damaged in the front garden of a house. There are 

no suspects or witnesses.  

Act of outraging public decency: Two males were seen          

performing a sexual act in a public car park. The males cannot be 

identified with the evidence given. 

Dangerous dog act: A dog has bitten the owner of another dog 

whilst the dogs were fighting. The owner of the offending dog has 

apologised. No further action from police. 

This new group was started by Bob Shopes in    

October 2015 and has met most weeks since then. 

The venue is Kestor, Highlands Park, Chudleigh, 

Devon, TQ13 0JZ. The groups meets on       

Wednesdays at 2pm. 

Are you interested in playing chess? If so 

please come along. We have a variety of abilities and 

aim to have fun and learn. All levels of player     

welcome.  

It would be good to know who is coming; 

either email maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com or 

phone 01626 852002.  

(If you would like to play but are working 

please let us know and we can arrange something for 

an evening too). 

Chudleigh Chess Club 

MARCH 

http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/
mailto:maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com

