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Thanks to this 
month’s sponsors: 

Webselect and    
New Dawn Sales &        

Lettings 

Breaking 
News? 

Turn to page 3 to read 

what CP’s junior      

reporters thought of 

this year’s pantomime 

The Chudleigh Cannons Netball Team started in 

April 2013 following a government initiative called 

Active Devon which connected with Back to      

Netball. This provided a 6 week course of netball    

coaching at Chudleigh Primary School and a kit bag 

at the end of it. The course was such a success the 

team continued playing together. In September 

2013, they joined the Exeter Netball League and 

now play matches in division 6 each Wednesday at 

Exeter University. 

The team currently trains at Teign School in 

Kingsteignton on a Tuesday (7pm to 8pm) as   

Chudleigh School has no floodlights but they’ll  

return there in the summer. They’re looking for an 

indoor training venue so they can continue to train 

during bad weather but this will double the weekly 

costs so fundraising is essential. 

Most of the members are local mums looking 

for a fun way to get fit and also wanting to         

represent Chudleigh in a positive way. If you fancy 

having a go, get in touch via Donna Cook [07972 

911053] or Nikki Bustin [07766 715273] 

All Fired Up... 

Chudleigh Cannons 

From left: Lynne Pullen, Becky Kimble, Becki Prowse,   
Niki Wooldridge, Sadie Barklay, Donna Cook,            

Karen Turner, Kate Bruyneels Kennedy, Nikki Bustin 

(photo: Donna Cook) 

Out of the Ashes... 
Phoenix Lounge Opens 

In December 2011, Chudleigh Phoenix 

brought you the news of the terrible fire 

in the Old Coaching House.  

Now, 26 months later, we bring 

you news of a more positive nature: this 

month sees the opening of the Phoenix 

Lounge. Run by Tracey and Ian Nixon, 

known by many of us from the Cridford 

Inn, the new restaurant will be open from 

9am to 3pm and 6pm to 11pm Tuesdays 

to Fridays; from 9am to 11pm on       

Saturdays; and from 9am to 4pm on  

Sundays. 

The editors of the original    

Chudleigh Phoenix wish the new 

chicks on the block all the very best for 

their latest venture. 
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From the Editor  

A quote in the report on the 

Amenity Society meeting about 

Brunel [page 5] struck me as 

rather  poignant. “...great 

things are not done by those 

who sit down and count the cost 

of every thought and act,” said 

David Gooch of Brunel’s     

extravagant projects. The    

engineer wanted to produce 

“the finest work in England,”  

and he did, more than 150 years 

ago. As our rail network      

disintegrates and our roads fail 

to be maintained, I can’t help 

thinking Brunel must be       

spinning in his grave. 

Don’t you just love the 

optimism of children? Reading 

the article on Valentine’s Day, I 

was amused to see one of the 

suggestions for an innovative 

present was “picnic on the 

beach (with homemade treats)”  

I take it none of them has looked 

out of the window lately.  

Working with the ten 

school reporters every month  is 

great fun and I love getting a 

different perspective on things. 

We’re currently planning The 

Children’s Voice pages up to 

July and we want to tackle some 

‘larger’ topics. If there’s a   

particular story you’d like to see 

tackled from the junior         

perspective, do let us know. 

Donna Cook’s furious 

email  to the Haldon Rangers 

[page 6] will probably strike a 

chord with many of us and it is 

great to see her getting a rapid 

response. However, I can’t help 

feeling aggrieved that the    

actions of a few will once again 

result in a penalty (closure of a 

public car-park) to be paid by 

the many.  

I hope everyone stays 

dry and safe while the storms 

persist; do enjoy this new issue 

of Chudleigh Phoenix 

Kate 

Copy date 28th Feb for March issue. Reserve your space in   advance.   

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 854611 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

The views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

Contact Details:  

website; Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101 

On The Beat  
with your neighbourhood policing team: PC Ali Hooper 
(14939)  and PCSO Mark Easton (30315 JC)             

Out now: Parcels in the Rain 

and Other Writing 

a collection of short        

stories, travel writing and 

memoirs by Elizabeth Ducie 

 

Chudleigh Phoenix Publications 

Available from Chudleigh Post Office, Haldon  Forest Diner 

or direct from our website. 

www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk 

Soundings Lunches 

Mo and Richard Pearce would like to thank everyone who 

supported the Soundings Lunches for Rowcroft which took 

place on every Auction day for the past year. They raised a 

grand total of: £3939.07. Sadly, all good things come to an 

end, but it was very worthwhile, and they would like to express 

their thanks to everyone. 

Still on sale: two books of 

short stories by Elizabeth 

Ducie and Sharon Cook 

Three crimes were recorded for Chudleigh in the past month:  

criminal damage to a telephone box, the offender was issued with 

a £80 Penalty Notice for Disorder; making off without payment 

for fuel, this was found to be an honest mistake and the fuel was 

paid for; burglary, entry to Chudleigh Town Hall by a rear     

window, nothing was taken, believed to be targeting stock for the 

upcoming auction, SOCO attended the scene but no evidence was 

found.  

Teignbridge area has started the ‘Cop Card’ album and 

sticker initiative for the primary schools, which runs to June 

2014. Mark and Alison will visit the schools regularly to issue 

stickers to the children. There are 26 stickers to collect along with 

a space in the album for each child’s fingerprint. A lucky dip will 

take place with completed albums; the winner will get a VIP trip 

to Devon and Cornwall’s HQ at Middlemoor. The sticker with 

the Chudleigh Neighbourhood Team is said to be especially 

worth collecting. 

Changes are on the way! Rather than having a monthly evening 

meeting with a speaker or discussion topic, we are considering 

a ‘virtual’ membership, where MU evening members stay in 

contact and involved via an internet blog. It is very easy indeed 

— no harder than sending and receiving e-mails.  

We would choose projects to support, with different 

projects involving different sections of the membership. Ideas 

are needed for projects to pursue – what would you like to see 

us supporting? We would also plan a social get-together a   

couple of times a year, for everyone to meet up. 

Mothers’ Union is an international organisation carrying 

out vital work at home and abroad, and for that to continue, we 

need to increase our membership, finding a kind of membership 

that appeals to people in the 21st century. Please consider    

taking part in this ‘virtual’ membership – whether or not you 

are already a member.  

The national MU website shows the breadth of MU  

concerns, such as: Safer Internet; National Marriage Week; 

Make a Mother’s Day Mothering Sunday gifts; UN            

Commission on the Status of Women. MU needs you (to coin a 

phrase!) to carry on the good work! 

Further details from Nicky Over, 852668, 

over@stationhill.eclipse.co.uk  

Mothers’ Union Changes... 

See us at the Youth Centre 

Table Top Sale, 10am on 

15th February 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/
http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
http://www.mothersunion.org/
mailto:over@stationhill.eclipse.co.uk
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The Children’s Voice 
With this month’s guest editor, Ruby Klinkenberg 

“I think Chudleigh should have a pantomime every year” raved Mike 

Underwood and the crowd seemed to agree with him. CADS put on 

another cracking pantomime in January. ‘Peter Pan and the Pirates’ 

was suitable for young and old, with the story adapted to include 

people and places in Chudleigh.  It had a superb atmosphere and 

included songs, jokes and audience participation (Oh yes it did!) 

Forget pantomime horses, this epic show had a stunning  

pantomime crocodile, the real hero who ate all the baddies. The 

cast had great fun and, as Tess Frost, the director, said: 

”Everybody was very confident and knew their words and moves and 

were able to improvise when they got the giggles.” It was clear 

CADS has been working on this for a long time since it all ran very 

smoothly and the costumes, music and set were 

all spectacular. [Review by Reuben] 

*** 

After the show, Daisy Haslam asked Bethany 

Martin and Ella Carnell a few questions about 

being in a pantomime. 

DH: Was it fun to be in a pantomime? 

BM:  Yes because it was nice to meet new people 

and it was very exciting. It’s much better than 

sitting down and watching TV. 

DH: How did you feel before your first performance? 

EC: A little bit scared because it could have gone wrong. 

DH: Who was the funniest character? 

BM: Tinker bell or Breaking Wind because Tinker bell was played by 

a man and Breaking Wind had a fart sound effect! 

DH: What was your favourite song? 

EC: The pirate song as it was very catchy and fun. 

Peter Pan-to by Reuben and Daisy Resolutions for Resolutions by 

Katy and Harry 

Last month, we introduced four mystery teachers and 

promised this month we would reveal who they are and if 

they kept their promises. 

Mystery number one, "To read more," 

is... Mrs Taylor! She's very pleased with herself 

because she has read 5 books since New Year 

so she has kept her promise. 

 

Mystery teacher number two, "To cook more," 

is...Mrs Bushell! She has kept her promise, 

however she has only baked cakes. 

 

Mystery teacher number three, "To eat more    

sensibly," is...Mrs Cook. She has been trying 

really hard and she won't give up. 

 

Mystery teacher number four, “To 

drink less fizzy drinks," is...Mr Goodenough. 

He has been keeping his promise very well, 

because he has been drinking water more  

often. 

It looks like most of our teachers have kept their 

promises and if you've made one we hope you kept yours!  

3,2,1 SPLASH by Emma and Yen Li 

We began the new term with a 

dramatic SPLASH as 2 teams of 

8 talented swimmers took to the 

water in an all-action swimming 

gala, competing against teams from 8 other local schools, 

each aspiring to return victorious and triumphant. 

The competitors swam to the limits of their ability 

in the numerous events at West Exe College, ranging from 

fun games to traditional races. 

“The events were both challenging and enjoyable.” 

said one of the swimmers. “The most favoured race was 

the under and over ball relay. It was fantastic.” 

We are pleased to announce that, after an         

exhilarating couple of hours, Chudleigh 1 came 7th and 

Chudleigh 2 came 5th. Chudleigh School was extremely 

proud of the outcome and congratulates all participants. 

Valentine’s Day by Lauren, Elissa and Tobie 

Although Valentine’s Day is a light-hearted and enjoyable         

celebration these days, it has its basis in history. St Valentine is 

believed to have been a third-century Roman bishop who died on 

14th February. Details of his life are unknown, however he is     

traditionally associated with courtly love. 

Nowadays people celebrate Valentine’s Day in many         

different ways, with gifts of flowers, teddies and chocolates. If 

you are stuck for unique ideas, then why not try our dazzling DIY 

suggestions? 

Here is a website to show 

you how to make delicious pink 

macaroons. Some more unusual 

ideas are: tickets to see a show; 

a personalised photo frame; 

heart-shaped cheese; a romantic valentine’s poem; picnic on the 

beach (with homemade treats).  

However you decide to celebrate, we 

hope you have fun spending time with your loved 

one! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/macaroons_16105
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/macaroons_16105
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Several of the best entries for 

the 2013 short story          

competition were a retelling 

of the poignant story by    

Nikolai Popov of Frog and 

Mouse who fall out over a 

flower. This month we bring 

you the version written by 

Reuben    Evans. 

Clutching on to the dull grey rock face, violet flowers determinedly balanced in the crevice with 

their heads held high, like soldiers, while murky brown water boldly cascaded  into the pond below. 

Towering above the dancing water, the rusty, ruby red rock stood up half a bridge hanging over    

tumbling water. Meandering out of the rock like snakes,  the muscular, thick vines twisted aimlessly 

around the rock face, strangling it. Climbing high above the others, an olive green clump of grass 

towered above the rest. Next to a lime green tree,  pillars made of stacked, jagged stones stood up 

straight as if they were holding up the whole entire rock.  

And then it happened. It was a Tuesday morning  . . . 

First, like a rocket, dirt and flowers darted out of the peaceful landscape only feet away from a 

small, dull, grey rock with an olive green frog sitting upon it with the scorching sun shining on his 

back. This rather flummoxed, puzzled and perplexed frog held a snow white flower. He looked rather 

self-satisfied. On the short,  fresh green grass were many other similar flowers scattered around in 

little clumps. However,  soon one clump was ripped up by the eruption. 

Seconds later, a pale brown mouse, clutching a large peach umbrella and wearing a scarlet 

jumper with a pitch black apron, emerged from the hole, interrupting the soft harmony of birds chirp-

ing cheerfully. Baffled the mouse aimlessly stared around until Frog finally met his gaze. Frog     

suddenly felt relaxed as Mouse was his friend, whereas Mouse was feeling quite jealous, displeased 

and indignant. 

Suddenly, in the blink of an eye, Mouse leaped senselessly at Frog out of mere annoyance . He 

felt extremely vexed as Frog had the nicest flower and a very smooth rock to sit on. Frog fell down 

with a crash that sounded like an elephant falling from a skyscraper. 

Next Frog stood up, arms raised, flummoxed, furious and fuming while Mouse sat just as 

smug as Frog was a few moments ago,  sitting light-hearted with the pearly white flower clutched in 

both hands. 

The battle that followed was beyond belief . . . 

First, scarlet and dusty brown boot tanks hurtled themselves blindly across the pale green 

landscape, shooting up clouds of dust behind them. This giant fleet of angry mice in their vehicles 

was  vexed with the frogs  so they decided to start a war. 

Meanwhile the frogs trekked across the breath-taking hills hoping to do the same in their sky 

blue, rusty brown and lime green slipper tanks. Sticking out of the tanks the guns were ready to fire. 

Without thought, the enemies catapulted themselves at each other with their wheels and     

bullets  flying around in the warm air heated by the scorching sun. A roasting  fire fiercely burned 

beneath a slipper tank. 

Next all that remained was an abandoned,  barren, dark, foggy hill that used to be covered in 

fresh healthy grass. The ugly ruins of many boot and slipper tanks still lay with their riders in them 

posing their last helpless actions.  

Still clutching on the dull grey rock face the violet flowers determinedly balanced in the   

crevice wondering ‘why?’  

Why? As retold by Reuben Evans 

What if Greenhouse Gases 
Were Visible? 

On 13th March at 7.30pm in the Bowden Room, TVCH, Antony 

Turner will be giving an illustrated talk for Greener Teign entitled  

See Climate Change Differently.  Antony is the co-founder and 

CEO of Carbon Visuals, a company that turns carbon footprint 

data into engaging images and film.  He is also the founder and 

director of The Carbon Sense Foundation.  From an engineering 

and entrepreneurial background Antony moved into the promotion 

of sustainability in business.  He has lectured at universities, given 

a TEDx talk and worked with organisations including HM    

Treasury, Honda Formula One, BT, TNT and the US-based    

Environmental Defence Fund.  We are privileged to be able to 

hear him speak and see some of his visuals right here in Christow.  

This promises to be a spell-binding and important evening.   

A very brief AGM will follow; members please try and 

stay for this, we promise to keep it down to 10 minutes. 

£3 on the door or free if you sign up to deliver leaflets in 

your area of the valley later in the month or in early April. 
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Chudleigh Rotters is very grateful to Mr Ben Bryant,        

Recycling Officer, at Teignbridge for  organising a team to 

shred the donated Christmas trees. We now have wonderful 

shredded matter for sale at a very reasonable price . 

The second bay designated for dismantling has almost 

gone; the wood was sawn from the upright posts and most has 

been recycled as raised beds. The remainder is on the site 

available to anyone who would like to take it. We are         

investigating ways of disposing of the remaining posts. If they 

are still on site when you read this, and you would like an  

already concrete-based wooden post — please contact a    

committee member!  

Julie Rayner has kindly offered to arrange working 

parties for 2014.   As we are now working the compost 

through one bay only we are optimistic one Saturday morning 

[10am-12noon] each month will be sufficient, so each session 

should have 4-6 members making light work and more fun! 

Please contact either Lyn or myself if you are         

interested in purchasing compost or mulch for your garden 

and/or allotment at our bargain prices, or of course interested 

in becoming a member [membership free!!]. Will look forward 

to hearing from you! 

Chudleigh Rotters Update 
From Frances Daysh 

Frances - Treasurer  

01626 853173; dayshfrances5@hotmail.com 

Lyn - Membership Secretary  

01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net 

Chudfest Dates 

Summer Festival: Chudfest Marquee, Friday 4th to Sunday 13th July 2014 

Garden and Produce Show: Town Hall, Saturday 20th September 2014 

Variety Concert: Community School Hall, Saturday 4th October 2014 

Christmas Fayre: Town Centre, Thursday 4th December 2014  

The dates are now fixed for some of the main Chudfest events during 

2014. Full details will be made available as time goes on, but make a note 

in your diaries now, so you don’t miss anything. 

On Friday 17th January, Brian Portch gave an illustrated talk on 

the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the famous       

Victorian engineer. Isambard was the only son of French engineer 

Sir Marc Isambard Brunel & Sophia Kingdom from Plymouth. He 

was born in 1806 at Portsmouth, where his father was working for 

the Royal Navy. 

Sir Marc groomed his son for stardom, by teaching him 

drawing and acute observation. By the age of 8, Isambard was  

proficient in Euclidean geometry, basic engineering principles and 

fluent in French. He could also draw a perfect circle freehand. As a 

teenager, he studied mathematics and engineering in the best 

French colleges, and was then apprenticed to master clockmaker 

Louis Breguet. 

Returning to England, he worked as Assistant Engineer, 

working with his father, on a project to build the Rotherhithe    

Tunnel, the world’s first tunnel under a navigable river. In 1833 he 

was appointed Chief Engineer of the Great Western Railway. He 

worked 18 hour days personally surveying the 118 mile route from 

London to Bristol, ensuring that gradients and curves were as    

gentle as possible. The route was to become known as “Brunel’s 

billiard table” He had always insisted that his would not be the 

cheapest route, but it would be: “The finest work in England”.  

Soon after the route’s completion he suggested extending 

the GWR further west to New York and, despite having no       

experience of marine engineering, designed the SS Great Western 

paddle steamer, at the time the largest ship in the world, for       

carrying passengers on regular transatlantic crossings. He went on 

to build even bigger ships, the SS Great Britain & SS Great      

Eastern; and of course a local Devon landmark — the Royal Albert 

Bridge over the River Tamar,  possibly his greatest triumph and his 

enduring memorial. Many of his works are still in use today,    

bearing considerably greater loads than he ever envisaged. 

He died in 1859 at the age of 53 from kidney disease,    

following a life of overwork, stress and 60 cigars a day. Former 

colleague Daniel Gooch wrote of him: “The commercial world 

thought him extravagant but although he was, great things are not 

done by those who sit down and count the cost of every thought 

and act”. 

Amenity Society 

At our last meeting in late 2013 the Chairman reported that if the          

membership wished CADAS to continue, volunteers would be 

needed to fill key roles on the Committee. We have received definite 

interest in two of the roles to be filled at the March AGM. However 

we still need a volunteer to take on the role of  Chairperson. If     

anyone would be interested in taking on that role please have an  

informal chat with any of our current Committee members. 

Tony Woodville, amenity.society@talktalk.net 

Brunel’s Royal Albert bridge across the River Tamar 

mailto:amenity.society@talktalk.net
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On Saturday 5th July, at the start of Chudfest, the Church Open Day 

will be dedicated to the commemoration of the declaration of war in 

August 1914 (note: this is in addition to the general WWI anniversary 

events planned in the town for early August).  

Do you have any memorabilia, especially relating to Chudleigh? 

Anything would be appreciated, but we would particularly like to    

borrow some WWI medals relating to Chudleigh people, including the 

commemorative medal issued to all Chudleigh men who returned from 

the war. We also hope to have sufficient material to include a display on 

the VAD hospital at Alpha House, so anything concerning that         

organisation would be welcome. Security of your items will be        

guaranteed, or if you are unwilling to part with them for the day perhaps 

we could photograph them? 

Please contact Roger Brandon, on 01626 852123 or              

brandon1973@homecall.co.uk  

World War I Memorabilia Sought  

Chudleigh Concerns: Donna Cook calls for action to stop indecent behaviour in        

Harcombe Woods 

“I’m sick to death of men in cars loitering 

in this area!” This is the opening sentence 

from a furious email sent last week to the 

Haldon Rangers by local resident, Donna 

Cook. She has been walking her dog in the 

area for 10 years and knows that all sorts of  

anti-social behaviour takes place at times. 

But when she witnessed two men indulging 

in an indecent act at 4.50pm, it was the last 

straw. “I could possibly shrug this off but 

not in broad daylight with my 5 year old 

daughter walking next to me.”   

Donna’s email acknowledged the 

difficulty in policing this sort of behaviour 

but begged the Rangers to do something.  

She later told CP she had made her opinion 

known to the two men in question, but says 

in hindsight, she would probably not do that 

again, especially if she was on her own. 

Within two days, she had received a 

response from the Rangers: 

“I strongly urge you to report this to 

the police formally if you haven't 

already.  This is only a criminal offence if 

r e p o r t e d ,  t o  h a v e  c a u s e d 

offence. 

I will also forward this on directly to 

my Local Police and Diversity 

Officer contacts. 

 We are formulating plans to      

increase security at this car park which 

will help to address issues of anti-social 

b eh a v i o u r .  Th e r e  w i l l  b e  a 

small pull in for a couple of vehicles but in 

l a rge  th e  ca r  pa rk  wi l l  be 

closed with restricted access via a key.  

I hope this offers some reassurance, 

I am sorry to hear that this is 

having a negative effect on your enjoyment 

of the Forest.” 

Shortly afterwards, Donna was  

contacted by the local police: 

“I have been forwarded the email 

that you sent the Haldon Rangers in relation 

to the incident that you witnessed on the 

2nd February.  I would be keen to speak to 

you regarding what you saw and to        

ascertain if you have any details that could 

assist us with an investigation, such as car 

registration details or descriptions of those 

involved. 

We work closely with many     

agencies and organisations who have an 

interest with Haldon Hill and I will be   

raising this issue with them. 

Please either give me a call on my 

mobile (details below) or drop me an email 

with your contact details so that I can call 

you.” 

Donna says she is impressed by the 

speed of reaction from the agencies       

involved and the incident has now been 

formally reported. 

The last Villages in Action performance in Chudleigh for 

this season takes place at Chudleigh Community School Hall 

on Saturday 15th March at 8pm with Jamie Smith's MABON 

— regarded as some of Wales’ finest purveyors of original 

InterCeltic music. As comfortable on a world music stage as 

in a village hall setting, theirs is a music that travels beyond 

borders to explore the forms and styles of the Celtic        

traditions and work them anew. Through songs and       

melodies, from thoughtful lyrics to joyful jigs, here is a band 

that can take you on an emotional journey. More than just a 

show, more than inspired composition and skilful            

arrangement, you can expect to witness the joy of creating 

music expressed in dynamic, virtuosic performance.      

Tunesmith, accordionist and lead singer Jamie is joined at 

the front of the stage by fiddler Oliver Wilson-Dickson (of 

Ian Macmillan Orchestra and Zsapora renown) and by Adam 

Rhodes on bouzouki. 

“We saw them at WOMAD in 2011 and are sure that 

we are all set for a memorable evening,” says organiser 

Chris Evans, ”with a BAR to help things along!” 

Tickets: Adults: £8.50, Concessions and children: 

£6.50, available at Chudleigh DIY, 01626 852553 or on the 

door (if any are left). The show is promoted by Chudleigh 

Community Project and any proceeds will be used to support 

the running of the Community Swimming Pool and       

Community School Hall. 

Villages in Action (VIA) is a rural touring scheme 

based in Crediton, Devon that covers five of the rural      

Districts of Devon.  It helps to bring top quality professional 

performances at affordable prices to communities through a 

network of local volunteer promoters.  Both Devon County 

Council and Teignbridge District Council financially support 

the scheme, which is much appreciated by us all. 

 

The Celts are Coming... 

Jamie Smith’s MABON 
(Photo by  kind courtesy of www.paulmichaelhughes.com) 

mailto:brandon1973@homecall.co.uk
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Heathside  

Tutors 

Chemistry to A Level/IB 

Maths, Physics, Biology to I/GCSE 

Qualified Teacher,  

DBS (CRB) checked      

Michael, 01626 854611 

michael@heathside.com  

Mr Pesto has had a busy time eating out in 

January. 

Glenny and I had a good night out 

with friends at the Lord Nelson Pub on the 

road bridge at Kingskerswell. Friday night 

is pie night, £15 for 2 people: a slice of 

homemade Steak & Ale Pie with vegetables 

and a pint of ale. It was very good value for 

money, good friendly service in an old 

fashioned pub. 

A mention for the Bishop Lacey 

where Rob consistently serves up tasty 

food; Clive (the window cleaner) and I eat 

at the Bishop every Thursday evening and 

can recommend the Fish and Chips or the 

Devon Chicken wrapped in Bacon and real 

ale. 

Dined at the Pig & Whistle near 

Totnes. Very good meal especially the 

Gourmet Chips with Pie. There was one 

slight disappointment: we were advised the 

pie of the day was Totnes Pie (Gammon, 

Chicken, Pheasant and Mushroom) which 

got us quite excited. In fact we were served 

Steak and Ale Pie which although very 

tasty was not what we had expected; an 

unfortunate mix up but maybe they will get 

it right next time. 

The January Chudleigh Diners meal 

was held at Harvey's, The Square,       

Chudleigh.  The 3-course meal was       

extremely tasty with the owners and staff 

working very hard to give us all a great 

experience. Starters of Melon and Parma 

Ham, Soup, or Garlic Mushrooms; Main: 

Lamb and Apricot Pie, Beef Bourguignon’ 

or Chicken and Tarragon; finally a choice 

from the sweet cabinet. Some of the diners 

commented that it was one of the best 

places we have visited. 

The Chudleigh Diners next meal is 

at the Phoenix (Coaching House) Chudleigh 

on 18th February. We already have 23  

diners with other members still to contact 

me so we will not be able to take any new 

members for this meal but if anyone is  

interested in joining us for the March dinner 

please ring me. 

Finally I would like to recommend 

The Bakers Oven at Buckfastleigh where 

Brian and Elaine have an extensive menu. 

On average 30 members of our Metal    

Detecting Club meet there once a month 

where they serve up the most delicious  

Pizzas. 

Phil Curtis, 07702 418458 

From  January this year we have changed our 

name to Devon Opera and shortly the website 

www.newdevonopera.co.uk will be revised 

and streamlined. 

We have appointed a new trustee, Roger Randall, and a 

Director of Corporate Affairs for the Executive Board, Jill Lourie, 

which virtually completes our new structure. Full details will  

appear on the website in due course. 

An initial programme for 2014 has been agreed by trustees 

and details are as follows: 

1st March: Devon Opera at Bovey Castle for an opera 

gala. See www.boveycastle.com or call Mark Lacey 01647 

445062 for full details about packages for the weekend break and 

non-resident offers. A fabulous location and the partnership which 

is developing between Devon Opera and Bovey Castle is very 

positive. 

25th/26th July: Opera Gala at Ugbrooke Park organ-

ised by SENSE. 

The most exciting will be our minimum of four            

productions of Don Giovanni on 3rd & 11th October at Aeolian 

Court, Chudleigh; 7th October at Sidholme, Sidmouth; and 9th 

October at Dartington Hall. Full details will be issued in due 

course. 

Last, but not least, is the sponsorship secured with 

Hawksmoor Investment Management www.hawksmoorim.co.uk. 

This new partnership has made the Don Giovanni production  

possible and we are delighted to be working with this company. 

A newsletter is planned  soon to provide details of all the 

latest developments which are happening to make Devon Opera 

secure for the future and deliver professional opera for the South 

West. To sign up for the newsletter contact Robert Hough on 

robertgeorgehough@googlemail.com or 01626 853502 

Opera Update  
from Robert Hough 

Rocklands Development: A 
Chance To Have Your Say  

On the Chudleigh Life Facebook page recently, there was 

some discussion and concern about lack of publicity on    

proposed developments around Chudleigh. All planning   

applications are available for viewing and comment on the 

Teignbridge District Council website and major projects are 

always referred to in the monthly Town Hall report (which is 

summarised on the back page of every issue of CP). 

The following message was sent out recently to   

members of the History Group and is also part of this 

month’s Town Hall report. However, we are reprinting it here 

as it is relevant to all residents of Chudleigh: 

“On Tuesday 4th March there will be a meeting of the 

Planning Committee at 7pm in the Town Hall Woodway 

Room to discuss the proposed development at Rocklands. 

This is as yet an application for outline planning permission 

only. All may attend the meeting and anyone may speak. 

However, anyone intending to speak should contact John 

Carlton in advance of the meeting for details of the procedure 

to be followed. This meeting has been postponed twice.  

All members of the Chudleigh History Group are  

encouraged to participate in the decision making process by 

attending both meetings.” 

We would add that all Chudleigh residents are      

encouraged to participate in the decision-making process by 

making their views known to the developers and Councillors. 

mailto:michael@heathside.com
http://www.newdevonopera.co.uk
http://www.boveycastle.com
http://www.hawksmoorim.co.uk
mailto:robertgeorgehough@googlemail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChudleighLife?fref=ts
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/ 

Saturday 15th 
Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Air Ambulance Coffee   
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am. 
Youth Centre: Table Top Sale, 
10am to noon. 

Rural Skip: Market Way Car 
Park, 10am to 4pm. 

Wednesday 19th 
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: 
Ambulance Hall, 10am. 

Mothers’ Union: Brian Smith 
with Storybook Dads, Parish 
Church, 2.15pm. 

Thursday 20th 
Weekly Produce Market:   

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 21st 
Amenity Society: David  
Ramsden with Barn Owls —        

r e s to r i ng  t he  ba la nce ,     
Woodway Room, 7.30pm 

Saturday 22nd 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to 

1pm. 
Rotary Coffee Morning: Rest   
Centre, 10am. 

 Monday 24th 

Folk Dancing: Woodway 

Room, 8pm. 
Thursday 27th 

Weekly Produce Market:   

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 28th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due 
for March issue. 
Citizen’s Award: Closing date 
for nominations. 

Saturday 1st 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Pensioners Coffee Morning: 
Rest   Centre, 10am. 
Messy Church: Life is messy, 
church can be too! Parish 

Church, 3.30pm to 5.30pm. 
Monday 3rd 

Town Council: Full meeting,    
Town Hall, 7pm. 
Folk Dancing: Woodway 

Room, 8pm. 
Tuesday 4th 

Planning Meeting (Rocklands 
Development): See page 7 
for details. 

Wednesday 5th 
WI: Rest   Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 6th 
Weekly Produce Market:   
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Friday 7th 

History Group: Brian Cole with 

The Work of the RNLI ,    

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

 In November 2011, Bovis Homes was granted planning consent for 47 dwellings at Coburg Fields. Work on the development is 

scheduled to start later this month. 

 Taylor Wimpey has decided not to pursue plans to build around 100 homes on two fields at Grovelands.  

 County Highways has suspended its programmed routine maintenance programme for the rest of the financial year, including gully 

cleaning, lengthsmen visits, routine patching and planned clearance of ditches, in order to concentrate resources on flood clean-up 

and repair work. 

 Comment by John Carlton, Chudleigh Town Clark: “The huge cuts in the money that County and District Councils receive from 

Central Government are now beginning to bite hard. The [suspension of routine maintenance by County Highways] is an example 

and I think we are going to need to get used to a lower standard of maintenance of our highways network. It will not end there, 

though. Devon County Council is currently conducting a review of their youth services and day care services for the elderly. I have 

no doubt that both will experience large cuts to the current provision. In Chudleigh this could pose a serious threat to the Youth 

Centre Charitable Trust. We are now reaching the point where District and County will only be able to provide those services which 

they are statutorily required to provide. “   

  “Sew n Sew” is a new class, led by an experienced dressmaker and qualified teacher, for those adults and teens, of all abilities, 

interested in developing their dress-making and craft skills. The class will be on Fridays from 4pm to 6pm from 28th February. Full 

details from Suzanne Saunders on 01626 854319 or Suzanne.retreat@virgin.net  

 A new weekly drumming class on Friday evenings will be exploring the regional rhythms of Africa, Cuba, Brazil and the Middle 

East. Full details from Steve Crossen and Gaelle Hammond on 01647 252468 or 07828 194509       

News from the Town Council: items not covered elsewhere in this issue 

Woodway Room, 7.30pm. 
Saturday 8th 

Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
WI Coffee Morning: Rest      
Centre, 10am. 

.Monday 10th 
Folk Dancing: Woodway Room, 
8pm 

Tuesday 11th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  

Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Thursday 13th 
Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Greener Teign: Antony Turner 
with See Climate Change       
Differently, details page 4. 

Friday 14th 

Chudleigh Fi lm Society :    
Greenfingers (A group of inmates 
of HMP Leyhill discover a flair 
for gardening of the legal    

variety), Woodway Room, 
7.15pm for 8pm. 

Saturday 15th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: March issue 
due out. 

Weekly Produce Market:      
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Sport Relief Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 

Villages in Action: InterCeltic 
music with Jamie Smith’s MABON, 
details page 6. 
 

Rural Skip 
 

Saturday  

15th February 
 

Market Way Car Park,  

10am to 4pm 

Final  
Reminders 

Nominations for 2014 

Citizen’s Award are 

due by 28th February. 
 

Nomination forms 

available from the 

Town Hall 

Youth Centre Table Top 

Sale 

Saturday 15th February 

10am to 12pm 

Including books from 

Chudleigh Phoenix      

Publications and       

Chudleigh Writers’     

Circle 

http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/
mailto:Suzanne.retreat@virgin.net

