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Chudleigh Ward seat with 51.5% of the votes. He had previously served on TDC as an Independent
between 2011 and 2015. In May 2015, the seat was won by Patricia Johnson-King (CON) whose death
in October 2016 led to this by-election.
Richard, who is currently Mayor of Chudleigh, intends to be a strong voice for the Ward and for
the town on TDC. Following his victory, he announced he will also be standing for Devon County
Council in May, with the
support of Chudleigh
residents, to achieve the best
for our community.
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Richard Keeling Returns to Teignbridge

It was a good night
all round for the Liberal
Democrats, as they also won
the by-election in Bovey
Tracey.

A huge thank you to this
month’s sponsors:
Stover School; KRF
Handyman Services;
The Cridford Inn; and
Webselect

Richard Keeling (front row, second from left) celebrates as the Lib Dems take two
District Council seats from the Conservatives

INVITATION TO APPLY TO BECOME A CO-OPTED MEMBER OF CHUDLEIGH TOWN
COUNCIL

Chudleigh Town Council also has a vacancy following the death of
Patricia Johnson-King. It is the intention to fill this post by 9th January
2017.
Any resident of Chudleigh interested in being considered for
this vacancy can submit a letter of application by Friday 30th
December. Letters of application can be posted to the Town Clerk at
the following address: Chudleigh Town Council, The Town Hall,
Market Way, Chudleigh, TQ13 0HL. Alternatively, they can be
emailed: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk.
Applicants will be invited to address the council at the full
council meeting on Monday 9th January, after which a decision will be
made on which candidate has been successful.
John Carlton is happy to have an informal discussion with
anyone who is considering applying and would like to learn what is
involved in being a Town Councillor.
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From the Editor
Some of you may have noticed
that CP is a day late coming
out this month. We wanted to
wait until the results of the TDC
by-election were announced, so
we could be the first print
media to run with the story.
Congratulations to the Liberal
Democrats on winning two
District Council seats and
especial congratulations to
Richard Keeling. We look
forward to watching him ruffle
a few feathers now he is back
in opposition at Forde House.
Congratulations also to
young runner, Ethan Kirby for
winning second place in his

category in the Teignbridge
Sports Awards (see page 8 for
details).
Last week saw the
Christmas Fayre, the seventh
one in which I’ve had an
organising role. It went off
very smoothly on the whole and
we’ve had some great
feedback, both about the event
and the lights themselves,
which is always pleasing. But
now it’s finished, and CP is
published,
I can’t put off
writing the Christmas cards for
a moment longer.
Have a great Christmas
and here’s to a happy, healthy
and peaceful 2017. See you on
the other side of midnight!
Kate

Copy date 31st December for the January issue. Reserve your space
in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The
editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

Something
Different from
Trusham and
Teign Valley
Book Group

There

Friends of
Chudleigh Library
from Chairman, Douglas Neely
We held an event in the Library on 8th December, as part of the
Chudfest Christmas Fair. We were entertained firstly by the
Chudleigh Shantymen, who gave us a few old favourites and
some more festive songs and they were then joined by the newly
formed Chudleigh Singers for a combined rendition of Good King
Wenceslas.
The Chudleigh Singers, giving their first public
performance, then went on to give a wonderful programme of old
favourite carols and a couple of less well known ones, (well, less
well known to me. anyway). We provided free mulled wine and
mince pies for early arrivals and it was all in all a lovely evening
with about 70 people attending.
That completes our 2016 events in the Library. Please look
out in the usual places for more events in 2017. Finally, I would
like to wish all our members and anyone else reading this) a Very
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.
If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh
Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469
or Chairman, Douglas Neely on 01626 853456.

will be a presentation at The Bowden
Room, Teign Valley Community Hall at 7.30pm
on Thursday 2nd March 2017.
The speaker is John Ralston who will
talk about A Home Fit to Live In.
Many through the ages have been
concerned that people from all levels of society
should have comfortable and secure places in
which to live. In inner cities today finding
somewhere affordable can be an almost

impossible task. The presentation looks at the
numerous different approaches to housing
through the ages in the UK and beyond from
Skara Brae on Orkney, to Brochs and
Blackhouses on the Isle of Lewis, and considers
the idealistic plans of Robert Owen, Titus Salt,
Joseph Rowntree, George Cadbury, George
Peabody, Octavia Hill and many others.
Cost: £10 to include refreshments.
Tickets available from John and Maggie Ralston
01647 252386; jralston@john-lewis.com

Looking for a last minute gift or the perfect stocking filler for the reader in your life?
Copies of Elizabeth Ducie’s novels Gorgito’s Ice Rink and Counterfeit! are just what you need.

01626 854611 / elizabeth@elizabethducie.co.uk
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The Children’s Voice
Christmas Special With Guest Editor Connie Haslam Ivens
Introduction to Christmas Special by Connie

Christmas vs Xmas: The BIG Debate! by Jun Li

It’s

Many

the countdown to Christmas and we want to get you in a

people say Christmas. Many people say Xmas. Which is

festive mood. This month we’ve got Christmassy articles to keep right? Maybe these few facts will help you decide.
Lots of people dislike saying Xmas as it takes out the
you Ho Ho Hoing...
word Christ; and that’s what Christmas is all about: celebrating
Super Saviours by Dominic & Jess
Jesus’ birthday.
But retailers discovered that using Xmas saves space and
There are thousands of people who live on the streets. Lots of
advertising costs.
charities try and counter that.
In Greek, X was the first letter of the word Χριστός
Crisis gives shelter, warmth and tries to give happiness
(Christ).
at one of the hardest times of the year. In 2015, Crisis
Xmas is not a modern invention. It appeared in the
managed to get 10,000 willing volunteers. These saviours helped
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in 1100AD.
loads of people feel wanted and calm at Christmas. They
I hope this article has helped you choose which one you
produced 30,000 hot meals and helped over 4,000 people.
think is right, Christmas or Xmas.
The Salvation Army gives toys and produces warmth
for the homeless. If you want to donate toys, try dolls,
Continental Christmas by Ellen & Saffron
puzzles, crayons or books. Please donate a little bit of money to
In this action-packed article you will go on a rollercoaster ride
help somebody come off the streets. Thank you very much.
from Santa Claus, to giving Christmas cards; from baubles to
The Magical School Musical by Isabelle & Otis
Christmas dinner. Get ready for a thrilling finale in France.
Here are a few ways of saying ‘Merry Christmas’
“Rudolph! Rudolph! Where is that reindeer?” Oh dear, oh dear!
Japanese: Shinnen Ommedelo
What could Santa do? There was no-one to guide the sleigh. But
Brazilian: Feliz Natal
then there was a knock on the door and Santa
East African: Heri Yo Krismosi
heard a voice say “Hello, I’m Ralph the
Danish: Glaedelig Jul
Reindeer and I would like a job!”
French: Joyeux Noel
Spanish: Feliz Navidad
With just this phrase, a spell was cast
Italy:
A kind old witch called La Bejana (the equivalent of
over the audience. There really must have
Santa)
couldn’t
join the three kings on their journey to Jesus.
been, as the perfect play raised a whopping
Instead,
she
had
to sweep her house. To this day, she searches
£100 and the amount is still going up.
for Jesus, leaving presents wherever she goes.
The KS1 children did really well. Ralph
Sweden: Children believe there is a gnome who lives under the
(AKA Tegan) told us: “It was quite fun perfloorboards, delivers presents and eats the porridge left out
forming in front of hundreds of people; I enfor him.
joyed it lots; but I was scared. My favourite
Syria: Hay is left out for the three kings’ youngest camel. In
part was 1...2...3... Lift Off!”
the morning, there are presents there instead.
France: In many parts of Northern and Eastern France,
Well done to everyone who performed,
celebrating Christmas begins on the 6th December, St Nicholas’
but none of it would have happened without the
Day. Three children got lost in the countryside and an evil
teachers. So a big thank you to you all.
butcher kidnapped them. Luckily, St Nicholas rescued them and
Ralph the Reindeer
returned them to their families. This is why he is known as the
wants a job
protector of children.
Now you know that a lot of countries have a LOT of
The Orchard House Experience by Izzy
different beliefs about Christmas.

The amazing Chudleigh school choir went up to Orchard House
this month and sang their hearts out to the elderly residents.
Choir leader, Mrs Hughes, also sorted out a nativity for
the children to show. Lots of the audience said they did very
well with the nativity, despite having only four weeks to
practice!

The choir sang Christmas songs such as Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer and White Christmas. The audience loved the
choir’s nativity and songs so much that they gave them a little
bag of sweets to say thank you. The choir was pleased, not only
about the sweets, but how well they did and that the audience
enjoyed themselves.
More stories on page 9
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Chudleigh Film Society
Our second foreign language film for this season, Au Revoir les
Enfants, (Cert PG) 104 min, was
released in 1987 and is based on the
autobiographical memoirs of its
French director, Louis Malle. It is
being screened on Friday 13 January
(with subtitles) and has been kindly
sponsored by the Chudleigh/Troarn
Twinning Association.
The drama unfolds in a French
boarding school, run by priests during
World War II, when a new student
arrives who appears to be treated
differently from the other boys...
Doors open at 7.15pm in the
Woodway Room, Chudleigh Town
Hall (entrance in Woodway St).
Admission is £6 on the door and refreshments are also for sale
before screening at 8pm. Further info available on our website at
www.chudleighfilmsociety.org or 01626 859593.

Amenity Society News
Our last talk of the year was given by Roger Harding from the
Stover Canal Society and Trust. The canal was built by James
Templer, an Exeter boy, who made his fortune as a builder in
London. Two miles long, the canal was used from 1790 for nearly
one hundred and fifty years to transport mainly ball clay but also
other minerals by barge from Ventiford down to the Jetty Marsh
sea lock and then on to Teignmouth.
It was an inspiring talk because the Trust has achieved so
much since restoration work started in 1999. A cycle path has
been opened, archaeological excavations have revealed the
remains of barges, and repairs are seeking to ensure that the canal
will once again be filled with water.

As promised, our programme leaflet for 2017 was delivered to
every house in Chudleigh (Hope none were missed!). The New
year will start with two talks in January. On 20th January, Mike
Underwood will be talking about The work of a toastmaster and,
on 27th January, Jasmine Atkinson from Devon Wildlife Trust
will be giving us an illustrated talk on Magnificent Mires in which
she will be telling us about the plants and wildlife using the boggy
fields (mires) of the Teignbridge meadows. The talk is being
jointly hosted by CADAS and the Chudleigh Environment group
and is in addition to our published programme. The entrance fee
for both members and non- members on this occasion will be £1.
The daffodil planting has gone well with most now
underground. Pansies have also been planted in the memorial beds
in the centre of town.
Fi n al l y, re memb er t o vi s i t o u r webs i t e
www.chudleighdevon.com. A lot of work has gone into creating it
and already we are being rewarded by frequent visits.

Chudleigh
Rotters Update
Our final composting session for this year went very well.

The
morning was dull and damp but we had plenty to do to keep our
spirits up.
Most of the donations which had already started
composting in the large bin were transferred into one of the
smaller middle bays to which shredded paper was added. Hot
chocolate and mince pies were consumed at tea break during
which time we put the world to rights, as you do.
After our tea break we turned over the remainder of the
large bin and the new donations were added to this together with
more shredded paper. Finally the bays were covered up and put
to bed, in the hope that nature will work its wonders under-cover
between now and March 2017.
Once again, we will be participating in the annual Real
Christmas Tree recycling; see page 1 for details. We look
forward to receiving your used Real Christmas Trees at the
Tower Hill Allotment Site.
Frances/Treasurer - home phone 01626 853173
Lyn/Membership - home phone 01626 851090
Julie/Work Sessions - home phone 01626 835432

Chudleigh WILD Update
Do you know what a hibernaculum is? Have you got one? I think
I have one at the bottom of the garden. They are sheltered warm
places for amphibians, insects and mammals to wait out the winter
undisturbed. On the web you can find advice on making one for
insects, frogs and toads or furry creatures of your choice but a pile
of wood and stones with some undisturbed soil will be helpful for
all sorts of livestock.

New garden on the corner of Rock Road
We have a grant of £2,000 from the Greater Horseshoe Bat
Project to establish a moth-friendly garden near the Rock bat
roosts; we have an outline plan for fragrant climbing plants such a
summer Jasmine, other night
scented and beautiful insect
friendly perennials such as
Fennel and Elecampane. It
will be a metre wide strip with
Trellis work and a bench for
views of the quarry and
sunset. We will need help, so
volunteers for digging and
planting etc gratefully
Artist’s impression of the new garden
received.

Marvellous mires, beautiful bogs
Remember to come to the talk at The Woodway room by
of the Devon Wildlife trust on the new project to make the bogs of
Dartmoor more accessible and understandable. On, Friday27th
January, this is a co-promotion with CADAS.
So we look forward to a busy 2017. If you want to be kept
up to date with Chudleigh WILD contact me.
Tessa Frost
01626 852551, rat.frost@gmail.com
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Moscow Drug Club in Chudleigh...
Funky stuff! We thought we just had to bid for this group from
the Villages in Action menu this year—and we got them.
Moscow Drug Club is a curious musical place where
certain elements of 1930s Berlin Cabaret, Hot Club de France,
Nuevo Tango & Gypsy Campfire meet, have a few drinks and
stagger arm in arm into the darkness of some eastern European
cobbled street on a mission to find the bar where Django Reinhardt
& Tom Waits are having an after-hours jam with the local
Tziganes.
Combining their original material with songs by the likes
of Jaques Brel, Leonard Cohen, Tom Waits & Bertolt Brecht,
Moscow Drug Club provide an intoxicating & intimate musical
experience.
Check
out
their
playlist
on
www.moscowdrugclub.com; listen to Misirlou, Dance with Me to
the End of Love, or Gipsy with the Fire in His Shoes, and you’ll
get a flavour of the music created by singer Katya Gorrie and
musicians with accordion, guitar, trumpet, bass, and various
rhythmic accompaniments.
You are cordially invited to share a wry smile with us as
you enter the darkly comic world of Moscow Drug Club...this way

Malina’s Dream
from Angel Heart
Angel

Heart have been delighting
Chudleigh children and their elders for
several years now, and you will get
another chance to see them at the end of
January. This time the show is called
Malina’s Dream. Malina is an excitable
young girl who lives with her Grandpa in
the Land of the Midnight Sun. Into her
frozen world comes a dream, and in that
dream comes a stranger, whose ship is
crushed in the ice.
When Malina
discovers that her dream has become real,
she realises that only she can save the life
of the stranger…with just a little help
from Grandpa and his magic drum.
Angel Heart Theatre’s puppets,
music, magic, and sense of humour are
something all adults appreciate, and all
kids are entranced by, so make sure you
get some tickets and cheer up a gloomy
January Sunday afternoon! There will
probably be tea, squash and cakes at the
end, too.
It’s on at the Community School
Hall on Sunday 29th January, at 3pm
(doors open at 2.30pm). Tickets are £7
for adults, and £5 for children, and you
can get them from Lynn and Chris Evans,
01626 852553, and from Andy in
Chudleigh DIY (in the New Year).

please & mind the stairs!
Okay, so there aren’t any stairs in the Community School
Hall, but we can make it look pretty clubby when we try, and of
course there will be a bar.
Reserve your tickets (£12 adults, £8 under 16s) through
Chris and Lynn Evans, 01626 852553, or buy them from Andy in
Chudleigh DIY
(from
earl y
January). The
performance is
in
Chudleigh
Community
School Hall, on
Saturday
4th
February, doors
open at 7.30pm
for an 8pm
start.
Katya and the boys: Moscow Drug Club

Both Moscow Drug Club
and Malina’s Dream are
Villages in Action
events, put on for your
delight and delectation
by
Chudleigh
Community Project)

Malina and her Grandpa set
out to save a stranger trapped
by the ice in Malina’s Dream
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Peter Triumphs with the Writer’s Tale: Kate
McCormick reviews Cankerbury Tales
Peter Whittle’s new musical play was an
absolute triumph, both musically and in
terms of the hilarious script. Cankerbury
Tales played to sell-out audiences on four
nights in Teignmouth earlier this month.
So high was the demand for tickets that the
dress rehearsal was also opened to the
public.
The story behind the show was of a
small town in financial difficulties and a
Councillor who wishes to cancel the
Christmas Lights as a result. Following an
outcry from the rest of the Council, it is
decided to hold a writing competition as a
fund-raiser. The resulting entries, sung
with gusto by the cast, were a delightful
mix from the poignant (The Nun’s Tale: A
Life Well Lived) to the downright bawdy
(The Landlady’s Tale: Spring Chicken).
This was a talented cast, all of
whom performed their roles to perfection,

and it seems a little unfair to single any of
them out for special mention; but Dave
Renwick, as the vicar, Jeremy, had a
superb voice and Laura Scales put is a
wonderfully sneering performance as
Cynthia, all the more so as she had to step
in at the last moment.
On the night I was there, the
audience was pretty much made up of
Chudleigh folk including a couple of town
councillors. the two co-chairs of the
Christmas Fayre committee and the Chair
of Chudleigh Writers’ Circle, none of
whom could work out where Peter had got
his ideas from!
If you didn’t manage to get a ticket
for this run, you missed a real treat. I don’t
know if there are any plans to re-run the
show, but if there are, I will certainly be in
the queue when the box office opens.
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Chudleigh Mummers
Boxing Day Extravaganza
Monday 26th Dec
Venue
Town Hall

Time
12 noon

Cridford Inn

To be confirmed

A N Other Venue to be
confirmed

To be confirmed

Bishop Lacy

To be confirmed

The Chudleigh to Trusham Boxing Day walk
will leave from the Town Hall at 11.30am,
whatever the weather. No designated leader.
For more details and confirmation of timings,
see posters around town.
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Changes to Bus Timetables
X38
With effect from 3rd January, Service X38 (running
between Exeter and Plymouth) will be reduced from seven buses
to four each way, Monday to Saturday. The decision is based on
Stagecoach’s review of the commercial viability of the service.
There is currently no financial support or contractual
involvement in the Monday to Saturday service from either Devon
County Council or Plymouth City Council, and the latter has
indicated that there is no funding available towards any
reinstatement of service.
Stagecoach is promoting the Falcon coach service,
(Plymouth - Exeter - Taunton - Bristol), as an alternative,
although passengers for Exeter City Centre require a change of
bus at Exeter Honiton Road or Sowton Park & Ride. The Falcon
timetable can be found here. Concessionary passes are valid for
travel between any two points on the Plymouth - Cullompton
section. For longer journeys a fare must be paid.
As a further alternative, the train service between Exeter,
Ivybridge and Plymouth is also available for some passengers.
In view of the number of passengers at intermediate points
with no alternative, Devon County Council has reinstated one bus
each way between Exeter and Ivybridge and one each way
between Exeter and South Brent (all connecting with Stagecoach
Gold to and from Plymouth).
The DCC-subsidized reinstated buses are the 11:40 and
18:20 from Exeter; the 1317 from Ivybridge; and the 19:22 from
South Brent to Exeter.
The Sunday & Bank Holiday service, which is already
DCC-subsidized, is not affected.

39
Service 39 (running between Exeter and Newton Abbot)
is being increased with effect from 3rd January. This is possible
with the use of Section 106 developer funding specifically
directed for this purpose. In summary, the service between
Newton Abbot and Bovey Tracey is increased from hourly to
half-hourly. There will be one additional morning peak-hour bus
to Exeter. On present projections, the total developer funding—
from three separate developments—is sufficient to sustain the
increased service for eight years, after which it will be reviewed.

Congratulations to Chudleigh runner, Ethan Kirby, who was
second in the Disabled Sportsperson of the Year category at the
recent Teignbridge Sports Awards. Ethan, a member of the
Newton Abbot Athletics Club, is the son of Dina and Gary
Kirby of Fore Street, Chudleigh.
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When The Clock Struck Midnight by Connie

The Children’s Voice (continued)

Last Christmas I set the Junior Reporters a challenge: we compiled our Christmas party!” The toys went back to their normal partya diverse list of 26 words starting with the letters A, B, etc. They ing and dancing.
were then tasked with writing a short story using all those words.
But lying half-asleep, half-awake on the pavement was an
This is the piece written by this month’s editor, Connie.
old vagabond. He heard the loud Christmas music and muttered
My story begins when it was the night before Christmas, the
streets were silent, people’s homes were silent and the toy shop
was silent...for a few hours at least.
DONG! DONG! DONG! The clock tower chimed as the
hour hand hit the 12, but at that exact moment, something
magical happened. Inside the toy shop was a stuffed toy
kangaroo. It blinked, it stood and it whispered “The coast is
clear, get up everyone, it is time to have our Christmas party.”
Suddenly toys that would normally have been placed on a shelf
jumped off and came to life. A yellow dinosaur came to life, a
china elephant came to life and so did a frog and a unicorn and a
toy zebra! But every story has a bad guy and in an isolated
corner stood ‘The Grinch’ (dun, dun, duuuuuuunnnn!). No-one
knew he was awake because they had forgotten he existed!
In the party room, Christmas music blasted with loud
chants of “Merry Christmas everyone!” The happy leprechaun
did lots of wiggles to the beat of the music and the jigsaw hit
the dancefloor with his odd style of hip hop. “Attention everyone,” the kangaroo announced, “I need some volunteers to put
the yellow tinsel on the Christmas tree and anyone else please
follow me as we are about to open our presents!” Every toy
followed except one...the Grinch was going the opposite way, he
was heading to the food area. It was full of plastic noodles,
apples, pineapples, oranges and many more foods. The Grinch’s
mind was full of evil ideas of how to destroy the special feast.
First of all he hid all the food in the storage department and
finally threw all the tables and chairs on their sides! “That’ll
teach them not to mess with me when it comes to Christmas,
mwahahahaha!”
Over where the rest of the toys were, it was time to
open all the presents. The princesses squealed in happiness as
they opened another tiara and Saffron the stuffed dog groaned
in annoyance as she got another bone. “Look at my new x-ray
machine!” one said. Another said: “Look at my new igloo, it’s
lovely!” Another said. “Don’t we usually have that green fellow
trying to spoil Christmas, what’s his name...umm...uur...The
Grinch, where is he?” Everyone’s minds were boggled, they had
been having so much fun they forgot to keep an eye on him.
Instantly, the china elephant stomped through the crowd
heading towards the food area ready to save the day. In the
food area, the Grinch was giving a nice sit down until the room
made a sudden quake, an army of toys rushed in, the elephant
charging towards the Grinch. The elephant wrapped his trunk
around the victim and threw him into the stuffed toy storage
area. “Have fun playing with all the HAPPY animals, ha ha ha!”
The elephant chuckled, “Come on everyone let’s carry on having

to himself, “Oh, I hate Christmas, I wish I could destroy it.”
Now, as it was the night before Christmas, Santa was flying
above and overheard the vagabond’s wish and thought he would
teach him a lesson for hating Christmas and made him into the
Grinch. So now you know how the Grinch became the actual
Grinch (not the toy one!). THE END

But even the Grinch
had something good
to
say
about
Christmas is the
end...
“Maybe Christmas,
he thought, doesn’t
come from a store.
Maybe Christmas
means a little bit
more.”
Chudleigh Lights Up! by Eliza & Katy-Grace

On Thursday 8th December, Chudfest, coupled with Chudleigh
Town Council, closed the dimly-lit streets to make way for a
lantern parade from the church to the war memorial.
Chudleigh Christmas Fayre, which is also known as
Chudleigh Christmas Lights, was open to everyone. These
fabulous lights were switched on by who else but Father
Christmas himself with the help of Chudleigh Carnival Royalty.
The organisers had also made room for late night shopping
venues, street sellers, craft stalls,
food and much more.
If you came, we thank you
for your generosity. Your donations
pay for the lights, together with some
money from the council.
Next year, get in the spirit
and come along to watch the switching on of the amazing lights. You’re
not only supporting Chudfest but
your community as well.
Chief Elf on duty in the lantern parade as
Father Christmas and the Carnival Royalty
switched on the Christmas lights.
(Photo: Paula Johans)
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Town Hall News: featuring items
from CTC not covered elsewhere in CP

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140,
Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; Chudleigh Town Council website

night on Friday 16th December, so you will need to send your
comments
in
by
email
to
Ian
Roberts:
This survey has been organised by Devon Wildlife Trust ian.roberts@devon.gov.uk.
with the aim of gathering comprehensive data on bat numbers and
species in different locations across the county. Since all bat
species are endangered, knowing where they are and in what Culver Green
volumes is vital if we are to conserve them.
Chudleigh’s environmental volunteers are currently in the
This is a long term project that will grow year on year.
Chudleigh Town Council acted as a host centre, responsible for process of removing the brambles and ivy that were covering the
organising the loaning out of a bat detector to members of the Italian stone grotto that is believed to date from Victorian times.
public. After a late start, this project collected over 1,000 nights of This will take a little time so do bear with them if it looks a bit
data across the county. Devon Wildlife Trust will now interpret messy. If there is anyone in the town with knowledge of garden
and report on the data. They anticipate being able to publish ornamentation the volunteers, would welcome your help and
advice.
results in February 2017.
The project now takes a break in terms of data gathering
since bats don’t fly during winter. It will start again in the spring
of 2017 and, once again, the Town Council will be a host centre. The car park recycling bank
Details of how you can get involved in the project will be
The District Council will shortly be removing the wheeled
published nearer the time.
bin for the recycling of tin cans. The servicing and maintenance of

Devon Bat Survey 2016

these containers is expensive and now they have come to the end
of their useful life, the Council will be removing them from all
Proposed parking restrictions in Chudleigh
recycling banks across the District. They will not be replaced
Devon County Council is proposing to introduce additional since all households have tin can recycling facilities at home.
parking restrictions in Chudleigh. Specifically they are:
Lawn Drive
(i) The north side from a point 10 metres west of its
junction with Parkway Road to a point 13 metres east of its
junction with Parkway Road
(ii) The north-east side from its junction with Parade for a
distance of 14 metres in a south-easterly direction
(iii) The south-west side from a point 17 metres north-west
of its junction with Palace Meadow to a point 17 metres south-east
of its junction with Palace Meadow
(iv) The south-west side from its junction with Parade for a
distance of 22 metres in a south-easterly direction
Millstream Meadow
The north-west side from its junction with Clifford Street
for a distance of 14 metres in a north-easterly direction.
Palace Meadow
Both sides from its junction with Lawn Drive for a
distance of 8 metres in a south-westerly direction
Parade
The north-west side from a point 224 metres south-west of
its junction with Old Way for a distance of 35 metres in a southwesterly direction
These will all be "No waiting at any time" restrictions. If
you wish to comment or object to these proposals you need to
write to Devon County Council, Legal Department, County Hall,
Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QD. But the closing date is mid-
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What Makes You Happy To Live In Chudleigh?: Report on the SEARCH/
Network of Wellbeing Workshop on 26th November
Fifteen local residents of Chudleigh braved the cold weather and
spent a Saturday afternoon with Larch Maxey from the Network of
Wellbeing, looking at what makes us happy to live in Chudleigh
and what would make it even better. Most important were
friendships, support and activities with others in the community.
The workshop identified key aspects of life that contribute
to our personal, social and environmental wellbeing, including
health, creativity, the environment, transport, housing, connections
and relationships. Detailed group work on mental health,
eco-housing and self-build, communication and information,
heritage and informal support led to the following proposed
actions, with some participants being willing to lead:
 Setting up a support group for people whose partners or
families have mental health or other issues and who
find it hard to cope, needing a safe space to share the
impact on them and gain information about resources.
 A “showcase day” at the Town Hall where information
about existing groups and potential groups in Chudleigh
could be given and members for new groups recruited
(a bit like “freshers” week!)
 A public meeting on the potential of self-build and ecohousing to be hosted by SEARCH in the spring.
 Developing an historic feature of Chudleigh as a focal
point for residents, visitors and for out-of-school
activities.
The work will also be forwarded to Town Councillors and
those working on the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

SEARCH (Social and Environmental Action ‘Round
Chudleigh) was formed in October 2015, to bring together anyone
in Chudleigh who wants to act on their social and environmental
conscience, locally or globally. Where a national campaign needs
local action, SEARCH can be a link and an initiator. Where local
actions are needed, SEARCH can work with others to achieve
some results.
One member said “We aim to draw together all those who
want to act on their own social conscience and make a difference.”
SEARCH has hosted the showing of the film “This
Changes Everything”, with the Film Society, about climate
change. It has also hosted talks and discussions on refugees and
fracking. It is raising funds for Christmas bags for refugees and is
planning to campaign in 2017 for Chudleigh to become a FairTrade town. Local actions have included litter picking and verges
clearing.
SEARCH meetings take place on the first Tuesday of
the month. For details contact maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com or
call her on 01626 852002. All ideas welcomed!
The Network of Wellbeing is based in Totnes and works
across the UK with communities, practitioners and policy makers
to create a world where everyone’s wellbeing needs are met within
the planet’s limits. More information can be found at
www.networkofwellbeing.org. Contact Larch Maxey on
larch@networkofwellbeing.org

Christmas Fayre News

On The Beat
with PC Ali Hooper (14939); PCSO Mark Easton (30315)

Huge thanks to everyone who came out to on 8th December to
support the Christmas Fayre. We were fortunate with the weather,
which made a pleasant change from the previous few years, and
that was reflected in the number of people out on the street, in the
shops, pubs and restaurants; at the Craft Fayre and in the
Christmas Market.
Congratulations
to Valerie Ann Hair
Fashions for winning
the Best Dressed
Window Competition;
and to The Phoenix
Gastro Pub whose
window won the newly
created Children’s
Choice prize.
Once again we
broke the record for
Pound a Pop, selling a magnificent 840 envelopes. The prize went
to Brian Yarnall.
Final note: If anyone knows the whereabouts of several
yellow parking cones that went walk-about that evening, do get in
touch. Their brothers and sisters are missing them!

There were a total of five crimes recorded for Chudleigh during
the last reporting period, broken down as follows:
Domestic incident: Police and relevant partner agencies are
involved.
Criminal Damage/vehicle (2): Two vehicles parked secure and
unattended in separate locations were damaged. One had a side
window smashed and the other had a scratch to the paintwork.
There are no CCTV, witnesses or suspects.
Theft from shop: A white male entered a shop on 3 separate
occasions taking an item on each visit. There is CCTV footage of
the offender. This has been passed to police and has been put onto
police systems for possible identification.
Burglary/Dwelling: Access was gained to a house in an urban
location via a secure door. Several electrical items were taken. The
owner had noted the serial numbers for the items taken and these
have been entered onto police systems. There are no suspects or
witnesses.

Contact Details: website;
Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101
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What’s On In Chudleigh
Saturday 7th
Weekly Produce Market:
Friday 16th
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
Christmas Singalong: Con 1pm.
Club, 8.30pm, details page 6
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Saturday 17th
Centre, 10am.
Weekly Produce Market: Town Council: Surgery, Town
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to Hall, 10am to noon.
1pm.
Christmas Trees: recycling,
Chudleigh Cannons Coffee 10am to 4pm, details page 1.
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am,
Monday 9th
details page 10.
Town Council: Full Meeting,
Sunday 18th
Town Hall, 7pm.
Church Services: see panel to
Tuesday 10th
right.
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Festive Choir Concert: in aid of Contact Phil on 07702418458
NSPCC, Coombeshead
Academy, 3pm, details page 7.
Monday 19th
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Mothers’ Union: Carol Service
and tea, Parish Church, 2.15pm.
Thursday 22nd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Bingo: Town Hall,
7pm.
Saturday 24th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Church Services: see panel to
right.
Sunday 25th
Church Services: see panel to
right.
Monday 26th
Mummers: Various venues and
timings from noon, details page
7.
Friday 30th
Chudleigh Town Council: closing date for applications to be
co-opted, details page 1.
Saturday 31st
Bus Shelter:
closing date for
objections to proposal for Millstream Meadow, details
November CP.
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date
for January issue.
DECEMBER

JANUARY

Wednesday 4th
WI: Rest Centre, 7.30pm.
Thursday 5th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 6th
Con Club: Open Mic, details
page 6.

for details.
Thursday 12th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 13th
Chudleigh Film Society: Au
Revoir Les Enfants (Cert PG);
7.15pm for 8pm, details page
4.
Saturday 14th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh Athletic Football
Club Juniors Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Sunday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: December
issue due out.

On Saturday 28th January we
are holding a Table Top/Indoor
Car Boot Sale at the Youth
Centre, from 10am to 12 noon.
It’s an ideal opportunity to
have an attic clear out, sell
unwanted Christmas presents
or retail craft items.
Tables are £7 or £5 for
charities. The number of tables
is limited, so please contact
Sue Metcalfe on 01626 853651
for further
details or to
reserve a table.

