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Happy Christmas, Chudleigh...
This

is the sixth Christmas issue of Chudleigh
Phoenix, and in our experience two questions on
many people’s minds at this time of year are:
what are the dates and times of the various
Christmas services—and which day are the bin
men coming? So here’s all the information you
need in one place.

Thanks to our sponsors:
Webselect

What does this lane look
like today?
(photo: Kevin Fuller)

Story p6

Tree Recycling
3rd and 10th January

See p6 for details
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Mince Pies & Music
The

From the Editor
It’s just a short editorial this month;
I’ve not got much to say apart from a
massive thanks to everyone who’s
contributed to Chudleigh Phoenix this
year, by sending me ideas for stories,
writing articles, providing pictures
and sending me your comments and
feedback. If anyone has any
suggestions, I would love to hear
them, particularly if you are willing
to write the articles for me.
Have a wonderful Christmas
and a Peaceful New Year. I’ll see you
all in 2015.
Kate

Community Choir celebrated in
festive style on Saturday 13th December in
the Parish Church. The free concert was
very well supported by residents, friends
and family.
The choir sang an eclectic range of
pieces; from choral works to African folk
songs, some popular numbers and also
Christmas pieces, with interesting new
arrangements. The choir is clearly going
from strength to strength. Two gifted
young musicians, Elle Lumb on piano and
James Perrin on violin, also played to the
delight of the audience. Mince pies and
tea were enjoyed at the end; a successful
end to the autumn sessions.
New members are always very
welcome; do come along and have a try.
You do not need to read music; just have a
desire to sing! The choir meets in the
Scout HQ at 8pm every Tuesday and starts
again on 13th January 2015. For more
information, contact Claire Harding: on
0 1626 854 768 o r via emai l :
clairefharding@gmail.com.

Copy date 31st December for January issue.
Reserve space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
or phone Kate on 854611
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. The
views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

2015 Short Story
Competition
First Prize Increased Again!
Open to all writers, published or unpublished
Open theme, 1200 —1500 words, entry fee £5
Closing date for entries: 31st January 2015
Three prizes: £250; £50; £25
Judges: Katherine Parris, The Write Retreat Ltd, Brittany
plus Elizabeth Ducie and Sharon Cook
For competition rules and entry details:
www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
or email us
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk

Gorgito’s Ice Rink is a tale of love, loss and
broken promises, set in Russia. It is the first
novel to be published by Chudleigh Phoenix
Publications and is also Elizabeth Ducie’s debut
novel.
Out now on Amazon in ebook and paperback
formats, or directly from Kate on 854611.

Road Race Correction
In

last month’s item about Andy Palmer
taking over from Eleanor Taylor as Road
Race Director, we made a mistake with
Andy’s email. The correct address is:
andy@fit4eva.co.uk. Apologies for any
confusion caused.

Trusham and Teign Valley
Book Group Literary Supper
The

Literary Supper will take place on Thursday 19th
March 2015 beginning at 7.30pm in The Sheldon Centre,
Doddiscombsleigh. Our speaker will be Charles Lyte, a
journalist for fifty years, working mainly for Fleet Street,
London, national Daily and Sunday newspapers, and for
national magazines.
As well as journalism he has written published
biographies of Sir Joseph Banks, and the explorer / planthunter Frank Kingdon-Ward; narrative histories of kitchen
and herb gardening, and guide books. Charles was also the
‘ghost writer’ behind autobiographies of actor Jack
Hawkins and celebrated hairstylist Mr ‘Teasy-Weasy’
Raymond.
His first novel, A Land of Shades was published
earlier this year. He describes himself as a late starter,
educated in public libraries, and second-hand bookshops.
Tickets £18.50 to include a three course meal, wine
and coffee or tea and homemade fudge.
Enquiries: John and Maggie Ralston 01647 252386
or email jralston@john-lewis.com

Our sponsors:
Heathside Information Services Ltd
The Write Retreat, Brittany
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle

Short Story Competition for Children
There were no entries for this competition, so there
are no prize-winners to announce.

Chudleigh Phoenix
December 2014
Page 3

The Children’s Voice
with this month’s guest editor Harry Lightfoot
Lights, Camera, Action Toothless Trouble
by Katie, Reuben and Rupert

by James and Max

The

Do

Very Hopeless Camel was a phenomenon,

with outstanding outfits, sensational songs and
an amazing audience.

you like dragons? If you do, then

How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida

Cowell is a book for you.
Eleven year old Hiccup is not an
ordinary boy. He is the son of the chief
hooligan, Stoick the Vast, and he has just
Max and James enjoy the book
got his new dragon, Toothless, but it
looks like he’s going to have to train him
the hard way. Thorsday Thursday is coming up and Toothless has to be fully
trained by then or Hiccup will be exiled and he will never see the Isles of
Berk again. Unfortunately two seadragonus giganticus maximus are awake and
attacking the Isles of Berk. What will Hiccup do?
We liked this book a lot, we thought it was very funny and we highly
recommend it to you.

A Crafty Christmas

by

Jenna, Lucy and Theo
Are

The very hopeless camel

With four breath-taking performances
and a total audience of more than 400 people,
the KS1 cast put a smile on everyone’s face. The
musical involved seven different songs, the main
one being Wiggle the Hump with a catchy tune
and a swish of the tail.
All the children were excited getting
ready for their production. They couldn’t have
done it without the orchestra playing: the drums,
the violin, the cornet and many more instruments.
And the orchestra couldn’t have done it without
Mrs Hughes who organised and put together all
the musicians.
A special thanks to Mrs Taylor and Mrs E
P who made the whole play run smoothly.

you feeling festive? Then let’s make

snowmen pom-pom tree decorations. Firstly you
need to make three pom-poms, one 10cm,
another 7cm and the last one 3cm. Tie each
pom-pom together so it’s in the shape of a
snowman! Now you can decorate! Add googly
eyes, a felt mouth, buttons, anything you can
find. Soon it’s ready to hang on your tree!

And In Other News...
Daisy Haslam, a member of the Junior Reporter team,
is the new Chair of the School Council. Well done and
good luck, Daisy.

Sorry, James!
Last

month, the picture of

James was labelled, by
mistake, as Harry. The
team is thinking of replacing
the editor if she makes this
sort of mistake again! She’s
very sorry, James.

Daisy Haslam

James

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from
the Junior Reporters to all the readers of The
Children’s Voice
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Update from Amenity Society
The request by CADAS to the Town Council to have the war
memorial cleaned during the centenary year has reached a
satisfactory outcome. Grants for 75% of the costs have been
made and Jerry Brook, our Devon County Councillor, has offered
a sum which covers most of the balance. As a bonus, the town
council has also agreed to clean the Obelisk at the same time.
CADAS has commissioned local mosaic artist Michelle
Greenwood-Brown to create a feature mosaic for the centre of
Chudleigh. Michelle came to our notice after she created a set of
beautiful mosaics in Bovey Tracey. A meeting of interested
parties was held in November to decide which features would
ultimately go into the mosaic, to produce a unified whole
consisting of recognisable images of the town. Also discussed
was positioning of the mosaic. As a Grade 2 listed building, the
Town Hall is not an option, but the gable end of 5 Fore Street
could be a possibility although planning permission would be
required, as it falls within the conservation area.
At the November meeting, Rev Christopher Pidsley gave
a fascinating talk on The life and genius of A J Coles (1876 –
1965). Coles was a remarkably consistent writer—poignant, witty
and with the gift of being able to write authentically in Devon
dialect. He takes the reader on a tour of the Middle East and trips
to ‘Lunnon’, as well as accounts of the life and folk of his
fictional Devon parish of Muddlecombe. His first article under
the name of ‘Jan Stewer’ appeared in the Devon and Exeter
Gazette in 1900. His work continued to be published until the
1950s, with titles like Ole Biskit, The Cat And The Pigeon, In
Chimley Corner, A Parcel Of Ol' Crams and Yap.
After being demobbed in 1919, Coles returned to life as a
country school teacher, later writing full time until his death in
1965. While he may not have been widely known outside Devon,
he had some notable admirers, including Poet Laureate John
Betjeman who described him as ‘one of the great understanding
humorists.’ Dialect can be an acquired taste. But whether native
or ‘furriner’ in Cornwall or Devon it's worth ‘getting your ear in’
because certain things simply can't be expressed in standard
English. Christopher gave a virtuoso performance, including
jokes and songs with the alternating personae of AJC (in dialect,
with hat, to remind him who he was) and himself (received
pronunciation-hatless).
There will be no talk in December. The new programme
for 2015 is now in draft and will be circulated in early January.
Admission to talks is free to members, £2 for guests. For
information on CADAS activities contact the Membership
Secretary on 01626854106 or amenity.society@talktalk.net
On Saturday 14th March 2015, a visit has been arranged
to the former RAF Hope Cove site, which featured a few weeks
ago in "Underground Britain" on Channel 5. During the Second
World War the site was a fighter airfield. It was abandoned in
1945, only to be re-occupied again as an air defence radar site
during the Cold War. A massive reinforced concrete operations
block was built, half below ground level. Advances in radar
technology led to fewer radars, so this site was stripped out and
offered to other government departments. It became a Regional
Seat of Government for south west UK, to be used in the event of

No Carnival Royalty for
2015????? by Alan Holman
Let

us hope that this headline will not have to be repeated
later, because at the time of going to print, we have only
received one application for Queen or Attendants for next
summer. Ideally we would like a Queen and three attendants,
although the number of attendants is flexible. Should there not
be any further interest, we would have to abandon any work on
the Float theme. The procession would still go ahead, but
without any Chudleigh participation—please don’t let that
happen. Last time we had only one application and each year it
is becoming increasingly difficult to get volunteers to be on the
Float. We were saved in 2014 by several of last year’s
attendants offering to do it again. The deadline for applications
is 31st December and full details can be seen in the poster
(below).
The Chudleigh Carnival Annual General Meeting is
being held in the Town Hall Rest Centre on 13th January at
7.30pm. Please come along and find out exactly what it takes to
put on the Carnival week each year, because the more support
we can get, the better it will become. You can join us as a
committee member or just be there when we need an extra hand
from time to time.
We have coffee mornings coming up on 20th December
and 10th January.

nuclear war, when it was assumed that central government
would be obliterated along with most of the buildings within the
M25. The 2-hour tour will cost £10 per head, payable on
booking. Anyone who is interested in this tour should contact
Tony Woodville. (Non-members welcome).

CADAS still need volunteers to fill key roles on the Committee. In particular, we need a Chairperson. If anyone would be interested in
taking on that role, please have an informal chat with any of our current Committee members.
Tony Woodville (amenity.society@talktalk.net)
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‘Magic Beans, in Chudleigh, you say?’ It can mean only one
thing… It’s panto time—oh yes it is! CADS (Chudleigh
Amateur Dramatic Society) is proud to announce its third
production, Jack and The Beanstalk.
Cast and crew have been hard at work for many
months learning lines, sewing costumes, creating spectacular
backdrops and plundering the area for vital resources just to
bring townsfolk a glorious gathering of lovers, losers, dimwits,
downright dodgy characters and one very tall giant.
There will be no television soap stars in starring
roles, no budget-busting electronic sets and no histrionic
headlines revealing insider showbiz gossip—you have to go to
Harveys for that. This year CADS is set to stage an
extravaganza of triffid-like proportions where the jokes are
funny—oh yes they are!—the dancing awesome, the cow
spectacular, the singing in tune (no, really, it is) and the acting
so fine-tuned you’d think the cast had had a day trip to RADA!
Even the beans have lines.
A panto insider revealed: ‘Jack and the Beanstalk
is definitely going to be our best yet. We have a fabulous
director who learnt his trade on stages across the world. I
probably shouldn’t tell you this… but he was actually in River
Dance. Let’s just say, he wasn’t moving the scenery around!
‘He’s putting us all through our paces and his
attention to detail is quite incredible. We’re actually having to
sing and dance at the same time and remember all our lines and
cues and everything. It’s a bit like being in the West End
really, although the Chudleigh stage is probably a bit
smaller…’
So, Ladies and Gents, the scenes are set, the
tantrums are in full swing and even the tickets are printed at
just £6 for adults and £4 for children. Details of dates and
times can be seen on the poster (left). Buy your tickets quickly;
demand is already exceeding expectations. Oh yes it is!

Thank You Chudleigh...
Last

Thursday week, the weather was as perfect as we could
expect for December, and hundreds of you came out on the street
to kick off Chudleigh’s Christmas season. The parade went off
without incident and the lights went on at the right time, more or
less; Father Christmas was visited by lots of children; the live
entertainment was great, despite the slight geographical confusion
over the drummers; and there were no serious mishaps, although
one young lady did attempt to fly in the Town Hall—we hope the
bruises are getting better, Chloe!
So it was another successful Christmas Fayre, and the
Chudfest Christmas Fayre committee would like to thank all the
special people who helped to make it happen. There isn’t room to
name them all here (believe me, I tried) but the full list can be
found on our website.
We’ve asked the retailers and others supplying power to
the lights to keep them lit 24/7 until 6th January. It’s a complex
arrangement, with at least ten different supply points plus
numerous fuses and hundreds of bulbs, so inevitably things go
wrong at times. Plus, the businesses will be closed for some of the
period. If any of the lights go out, we will attempt to get them relit,
but bear with us if the solution is not instantaneous.
[And if anyone is concerned about the environmental
impact of all the lights being on all the time, we invested in LED
bulbs from 2013 onwards, which means the power usage and the
cost is minimal.]

A huge thank you to everyone who came out and
joined in the fun. Same time,
next year?
Chudfest is now signing off
for 2014. If you have any
suggestions for the 2015
programme or would like to
help in any way, no matter
how small, we’d love to hear
from you. Our AGM will be
held at 7pm on Wednesday
21st January in the Rest
Centre. All welcome.

FOCS

Christmas Tree at the War Memorial
(photo: Gemma Hill)

Friends of Chudleigh School would like to thank the following
businesses for generously supporting our Christmas raffle:
Ashridge Cider, Claire at Pilates, Dandelion, the Orange Tree at
Dart's Farm, the Deliman, Gill's Greengrocer, Gina Sherwood,
Pennywell Farm, the Sugar Mill and the Virtual Jet Centre. The
money raised will help towards improving the reading corners in
each classroom.
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Chudleigh
Rotters
Update
from Frances
Daysh

Friends of
Chudleigh
Library:
Book Sale

On

As part of our activities

the amazingly sunny and blue-skied
morning of 6th December [yes December!] the
three committee members and three willing
members met at the composting site for the last
working party session for the year. It was
decided to reorganise the composting bays to be
prepared for next year, and one complete bay
was duly emptied and the contents sieved,
making 31 bags of superb compost which are
available for purchase via a committee member.
This now-empty bay will in the future be used
to store uncompostable matter which we continue to receive despite clearly displaying what
we can and cannot compost!
On Saturdays 3rd and 10th January we
will be staffing the Chudleigh donation point at
the allotment site for Christmas trees as
requested by Teignbridge District Council
Both Saturdays are from 10am to 2pm so "do
your bit" and bring your tree for recycling [i.e.
shredding for mulch!]. Look forward to seeing
you there!
During January/February members will
be contacted, as they will have their new 2015
calendars and diaries, to book their working
sessions on the first Saturday morning each
month. We have a wonderful time each session
often out in the sunshine, with coffee and tea
and BISCUITS provided, so come along and
join us!

Frances - Treasurer
01626 853173;
dayshfrances5@hotmail.com
Lyn - Membership Secretary
01626 852090;
lyn.paris@virgin.net

Chudleigh Environment
Volunteers by Mike Moyes
We are a group of likeminded members of the
community whose aim is to keep areas of
Chudleigh that need some tender loving care
looking good for the benefit of us all.
The before (page 1) and after (right)

to raise money for Chudleigh Library, we are now
selling second hand books in the Library. Please go in and browse our (at the
moment) small selection. All money raised will go to our Friends Group. We
would welcome any donations of unwanted books. Please take any donations
into the Library, where our Librarian Jill Hughes will be happy to receive them.
The next meeting of the Friends group will be held in January and we
would be more than happy to welcome new members. Information about the
meeting will be advertised in the next edition of the Phoenix, Chudleigh News
and in notices around town.
Douglas Neely

Millstream Meadow Book Club is recruiting new members. We meet
monthly to discuss our ‘book of the month’. If you are interested in
finding out more about us, contact Denise Benson:
denise.benson@me.com

Film Society News
from Maggie Groves
Chudleigh

History Group is the sponsor for January’s foreign language film
Wadjda (Cert PG) with English subtitles. The Film Society is screening this Saudi
Arabian drama on Friday 9th January in the Woodway Room at 8pm.(Nonmembers £5 on the door)
In a world where women cannot drive cars and don’t ride bicycles, 11 year
old Wadjda longs for her own green bicycle. This drama highlights the trials and
tribulations that beset this independent Saudi girl and gives also an insight into
how the society which surrounds her is structured.
pictures show the work we’ve recently done at Cricket
Field Lane; we believe the last time this area was
cleaned up was some ten years ago by the Chudleigh
History Group. To date we have removed eleven
builders’ dumpy bags full of the brambles and other
nasty bits. Our thanks also go to Devon County
Highways who removed approximately nine tons of
other waste materials we had put together in piles,
including debris from the grille on the Leat at the
Sports Centre, which we clear on a regular basis.
Did you know that Chudleigh has twenty
footpaths? We walk and maintain these at regular
intervals throughout the year, again with the help of
DCC; and some have the most beautiful views in our
area. If you would like to join our group or for more
information please call John Carlton at the Town Hall
on 01626 853140 and he will pass on our contact
information.

The cleaned-up lane
(photo: Kevin Fuller)
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Chudleigh Youth
Centre

Mr Pesto Recommends
with Phil Curtis, founder member of Chudleigh Diners Club

On

11th November, sixteen members of
Chudleigh Diners met at The Elizabethan in
Luton near Ideford for an evening meal.
We all chose from the November
game menu which included game soup,
game pate, pan fried pigeon breast, game
pie etc. I had rabbit for the first time in over
fifty years; my mother used to pack me off
to work with rabbit, liver and bacon or
pigeon sandwiches. I was not disappointed
as the rabbit was very tender with potatoes,
vegetables and a tasty jus.
Members of our Metal Detecting
club, the NADMDC, many with their
partners, met at the Dartmoor Lodge for our
first Christmas get-together, a wonderful
evening meal, chat and a draw with many
prizes arranged by Andy. Lovely setting
and delicious food with jugs of water and
bottles of wine on the tables. I had salmon
and prawn with salad and crusty bread for
starters followed by roast turkey, with a
panacotta for dessert; Glenny had chicken
liver parfait and lemon sole, but had no
room for a dessert. We then had
complimentary coffee and mints. A great
time was had by all.
Twenty-two members of Chudleigh

Chudleigh Mummers
Boxing Day
Extravaganza
Friday 26th December
Town Hall
Cridford Inn

12 noon
1pm

Highwayman’s
Haunt

2.15pm

Bishop Lacy

3.30pm

1st Chudleigh Scout Group
'100 Club' November Draw
Th e winners were V i nce
McConville (1st prize of £12.50)
and Darren Le Marquand (2nd
prize of £7.50). The next draw
will take place towards the end of
December.

After

Diners had our Christmas evening meal at
the Old Rydon, Kingsteignton on 9th
December. Charlie and Amy, the owners,
gave us a superb meal of soup, fish cakes or
duck parfait; followed by turkey, haddock,
duck, risotto or Thai curry; the sweets were
mulled wine jelly, Christmas pudding,
cheesecake or a selection of cheeses
followed by coffee.
My final outing was on Wednesday
10th December, when my weekly walking
group met at the Princes Hall Hotel for a
three hour walk on Dartmoor then back to
the hotel for a change of clothing ready for
[yet another? Ed.] Christmas lunch.
We were greeted with a hot punch
and then seated around a large table with
pristine white tablecloths and napkins,
decorated with fresh holly and ivy giving a
real festive feel to the room.
I had butternut squash soup with
crusty bread, roast goose with all the
trimmings and Christmas pudding with
cream and brandy butter followed by coffee
around a log fire.
These menus can be viewed on the
relevant websites.
If anyone would like to join the Chudleigh
Diners on the second Tuesday of the month
please ring me (Phil) on 07702 418458

lengthy discussions, Chudleigh Town
councillors have taken the decision to raise the
precept for 2015/16 to £109,886, an increase
of £7,480. This equates to an 8% increase for
Band D households or £4.74 in the annual
Council Tax bill (less than 10p per week).
Chris Webb, the Chairman of the Town
Council and Mayor, said “In the current
economic climate we do realise that any
increase in Council Tax bills will be
unwelcome. However, we are faced with
increasing overheads such as increases in
utility charges and the need to modernise areas
of the Town Hall. If we are to maintain our
services to the community we need to
introduce this increase. We are also faced with
more and more cuts in the services provided by
the District and County Councils as their
funding from central government and it will be
important for us to have the financial
wherewithal to react when these cuts impact
upon our community. The Town Council does
not have the level of cash reserves to meet a
budget deficit so it is vital for us to produce a

Youth Worker Needed
Established in 1997, Chudleigh

Youth
Centre has recently become independent
from Devon County Council. We are
looking to recruit a Part-Time Youth
Worker, primarily for Friday Youth
Sessions, working mainly with 9-12 year
olds. Youth Work qualifications and/or
experience preferred. Salary is
negotiable and will reflect experience. If
you are interested, please contact Sarah
Whorne, Senior Youth Worker, at
swhorne@outlook.com The deadline for
response is 15th January.

Logo Competition
We are holding a competition, to design
a logo that could be used on letterheads
and posters. Competition open to under18s only. Please bring your entry to a
Thursday or Friday night Youth Session,
or post it in our letterbox. The deadline
for entries is 31st January.

Precept to Rise

balanced budget. This can only be done by a
small precept increase or cutting expenditure
by no longer funding such things as
community grants and Christmas lights.”
He went on to explain that the Town
Council had just made grants to four different
community groups totalling £3,000. “This year
we have made grant awards to Chudleigh
History Group, Chudleigh Sports Centre,
Chudleigh Community Pool, Chudleigh
Carnival Committee and Chudleigh Cannons.
For some, these grants will help them to meet
their operating costs whilst, for others, it will
enable them to enhance their service to the
local community. As a Council we feel it is
vital that we are able to continue to provide
support to community groups next year and we
will only be able to do that if we increase the
precept.”
A Chudleigh resident living in a Band
D level property currently pays £59.26 per
annum of their total Council Tax bill to
Chudleigh Town Council. This will increase to
£64.00 next year.
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What’s On In Chudleigh
DECEMBER

Wednesday 17th
Mothers’ Union:
Christmas
Carol Service, Parish Church,
2:15pm.
Highwayman’s Haunt: Carols
by Candlelight with the Church
Choir, 8.30pm
Thursday 18th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 20th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.

.Sunday 21st
Christmas Church Services:
See page 1 for details.
Wednesday 24th
Christmas Church Services:
See page 1 for details.
Thursday 25th
Christmas Church Services:
See page 1 for details.
Friday 26th
Mummers: Various times and
locations, see page 7 for
details.
Wednesday 31st
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due
for January issue.
Carnival: Closing date for
applications for 2015 Royalty,
details page 4

On The Beat
with your neighbourhood policing team:
PC Ali Hooper (14939) and PCSO Mark Easton (30315) JC)

JANUARY

Saturday 3rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Cats Protection Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
CADS: Panto tickets go on sale,
details p5.
Monday 5th
Town Council: Full meeting,
Town Hall, 7pm.
Wednesday 7th
WI: Rest Centre 7.30pm
Thursday 8th
Weekly Produce Market: Outside
Town Hall, 8.30am to 1pm.
Friday 9th
Chudleigh Film Society:
Wadjda Cert PG [details p6].
Woodway Room 7.15pm for

Saturday 10th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Tuesday 13th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Carnival: AGM, see page 5 for
details.
Thursday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: January
issue due out.
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.

Contact Details: website;
Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101

There were a total of three crimes recorded for Chudleigh during
the last reporting period, broken down as follows -

 Theft – A wallet was left insecure and unattended in a room

shared by other people. The wallet was taken. There are no
suspects or witnesses. Enquiries are complete.
 Dog not under proper control – This is a complaint only.

8pm .

The dog owner has been given words of advice and has been
dealt with by way of Restorative Justice. The dog is to be kept
under proper control when in a public place.
Making off without payment – The passenger of a taxi
made of without paying the driver. The suspect has been
identified and enquiries are continuing.

News from the Town Council: Items not covered elsewhere in this issue
 The Chudleigh Citizen’s Award was introduced by the Town Council in 2012 to recognise individuals who, in a voluntary
capacity, have served the town and its people and made the town a better place. The first winner was Alan Brunton and, in 2013, the
award was presented to Sue Metcalfe. Last year the award was presented to Joan Prowse and Gillian Wood. It is now time to seek
nominations for the 2015 award. If you would like to nominate someone please contact the Town Hall office and we will let you
have a nomination form. The closing date for nominations is 28th February 2015 and the award will be presented at the Annual
Town Meeting in May.
 As reported last month, the new Fore Street play park is open for business and proving very popular with local children. The only
complaint we have received is that it is too busy! At the beginning of December, the fencing contractor commenced work on the
external fencing of the basketball court where the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) is to be located. The contractor will be
removing the basketball ends and increasing the height of the fencing on the elevations facing the Scouts HQ and Lawn Drive.
They will also be carrying out general repairs to the fence and fitting double entrance gates. The contractor constructing the MUGA
should commence work in January though, at this time of year, timescales are reliant on weather conditions. It is also hoped to have
the timber pagoda constructed in January. This will provide shelter for those people using the park as well as serving as an outdoor
classroom facility for the school.
 The funding for the Millstream Skate Park has been in place from Viridor and Sport England for some ten months now but
construction has been delayed due to the planning application process. The application was submitted in November 2013 and finally
received consent at the end of October 2014. The contractor, Maverick Industries, has offered a tentative start date in February
2015. This is a three month build so it should be ready by the beginning of the summer.
 Fresh scrapings are to be put on the path adjacent to the boules pit at Culver Green. Once again, the timing of this work will be
dependent on ground conditions. Devon Tree Services will also be carrying out some minor remedial work on various trees arising
from their biannual inspection.
 There are a small number of vacant allotment plots at both the Tower Hill and Exeter Road sites. Anyone interested in renting an
allotment plot should contact Paula Johans at the Town Hall.
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

