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Champions of Devon Once More... 

Chudleigh Petanque Club has secured Devon 

Petanque League victory for 2018. It was a  
tightly run contest with at least 4 teams winning 
7 out of 12 matches. The competition was won 
on match points in which, due to a consistent 
performance and no heavy losses, Chudleigh has 
an unbeatable lead. 

The Chudleigh league team was         
represented by no fewer than 14 players in 
matches throughout the season including (in 
order of appearance) – Henry Pickett (Captain), 

Thierry Hacq (Vice Captain), Ann-Marie     
Stanley, Mike Moyse, Rob Thomas, Arlene  
Stevenson, David Stevenson, Stephen Isitt, 
Franck Depreaux, Karen Bird, Emma Pickett, 
Eni Pickett, Costa Drakatos and Lesley         
Drakatos. 

This is the 3rd league title for Chudleigh 
in the last 6 years and a real boost for the    
growing club. Anyone interested in the sport 
whether for competition or for leisure should get 
in touch via the Club’s website.  

 

Let’s Hear It For The Women... 

Women’s Suffrage is celebrating its Centenary this year. And a 

group of Chudleigh women marked the occasion by entering this 
year’s Carnival—and walking away with first prize in their class! 

To the accompaniment of loud cheers from the crowd and 
the occasional boo from some of the male spectators (which we 
were assured was a joke!), the group marched in the parade,    
singing songs of the era. 

The group consists of singers from various choirs who have 
joined together to take part in a concert in November, when the 
town will be commemorating the Armistice of WWI, which also 
celebrates its Centenary this year. They have been working on 
their costumes for a while and it seemed a good opportunity to 
show them off in the Carnival first. Details of the November event, 
which will be free, are still being finalised, but should be available 
in time for next month’s issue of CP.  

Members of the winning team 
(from left): Henry, Mike, Thierry, 

Anne-Marie, Lesley and Costa  

 

A huge thank you to this 
month’s sponsors: 

 LRS Designs  

Webselect 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
http://www.chudleighpetanqueclub.co.uk
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From the Editor  

The more observant among 

you might have noticed that 
I’m a couple of days late 
bringing out this month’s 
issue of Chudleigh Phoenix. 
I’ve just returned to Devon 
from Derbyshire where I 
attended the annual Writers’ 
Summer School in Swanwick. 
I’ve been going since 2006 
and it always takes place 

during the second week in 
August,  just when CP is due 
out.  

As usual, I planned to 
get CP ready before I left 
home. And as is the case 
most years, I failed! I drove 
home this morning and this 
was my top priority.  

So apologies for the 
delay, but hopefully, I will be 
a better writer as a result. 

Kate  

Copy date 31st August for the September issue. Reserve your space 
in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The  
editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 
Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

Friends of   
Chudleigh Library 
from Chairman, Douglas Neely 

If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh     
Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469  

As many of you may be aware, we had to cancel our visit to the 

Library of bestselling author, Lesley Pearse, due to her damaging 
her leg. I am therefore delighted to say that we have rearranged 
her visit for Wednesday 5th September 5th at 2.30pm. Tickets 
will be at our usual price of £2 and will include light               
refreshments. They are available from the Library on a first come, 
first served basis. We sold out this event very quickly last year. 
Lesley is the author of some 40 books, with global sales of over 
20 million copies and will be telling us about her new book: The 
House Across The Street, published the day after our event, as 
well as her recently published paperback The Woman In The 
Wood. 

Douglas Neely 
Chairman, Friends Of Chudleigh Library 

The  story ends here! 

Out next month 

The thrilling final part of the  

Suzanne Jones series 

www.elizabethducie.co.uk 

 

LAUNCH PARTY 
 

Tuesday 4th September 

Chudleigh Church 

7pm 

 

 with live music, fizz and cake!  

Free event; all welcome 

For catering purposes, please let us know 
you are coming 

elizabeth@elizabethducie.co.uk / 01626 854611   

 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Amenity Society 
News 

Our next talk is on 21st September but 

with a different speaker. Katharine 
Lowrie will be telling us about Running 
South America with my husband and 
other animals. Andrew Butler’s talk,  
The challenges facing British Farming 
is being postponed to next year when 
the effects of Brexit on British Farming 
may be clearer.  

The talk on 19th October will be 
by Antony Buller who will be telling us 
How Mankind has changed the Exe 
estuary over the last 2000 years whilst 
on 17th November our long awaited 
visit to the Bell Tower of Exeter      
Cathedral will take place. By that time, 
the glorious summer of 2018 will be 
just a memory. 

Frances Daysh, Treasurer: 14 Exeter Road,       
tel. 853173 or 07780 561518, 
dayshfrances5@hotmail.com 

Lyn Paris: 6 Troarn Way, tel. 852090,   
lyn.paris@outlook.com 

Julie Rayner, Rota Coordinator: 23 Becket Road, 
Bovey, tel. 835432 or 07552712696,                 

julierayner194@yahoo.co.uk 

Our August session proved to be another very 

hot and sunny morning with plenty of eager 
helpers to hand. The compost bays were in need 
of a good watering. The large bay in particular 
had become very dry in the hot weather and had 
not composted down sufficiently to be moved 
on. It was duly topped up with the contents of 
the donations pile, shredded paper and fire ashes 
followed by a good watering (fingers crossed).  

The grass needed cutting, although it had 
not rained much to make it grow and the weeds 
were taking over a bit too. One of our members 
came to the rescue with her own strimmer and 
soon put things right. The cuttings were added to 
the compost bays which were once again covered 
over until next month. As time was getting on 
and a thirst was getting the better of us, we all 
then had a well-earned break of refreshments and 
biscuits and a good old chat about this and that. 
We decided it was too hot and there was little 
time left to do any more work, so we finished a 
bit more tidying up and set off home.  

There is still mulch and compost      
available for purchasing in the usual way via one 
of our members. Alternatively, you could pop 
along to one of our monthly sessions at the   
cemetery allotments on the first Saturday of each 
month to make your purchase and have a nosey 
at what we do. Other fellow allotment holders 
would be made very welcome. 

Chudleigh 
Rotters  
 

 

We meet each Wednesday from 2pm to 4pm at 

Kestor, Highlands Park, Chudleigh and have 
been in existence for nearly 3 years. There is no 
fee! We play with the Bovey Tracey Chess club 
twice a month at the Edgemoor Hotel (1st and 
3rd Wednesday evenings). We would welcome 
some new members. So whether you haven’t 
played for years, or even at all, or you are an 
experienced player, please consider coming 
along. If you can’t make Wednesdays we can 
arrange individual games at other times. We are 
hoping to set up a chess club at the primary 
school in the autumn. Contact Bob Shopes and 
Mary Anne McFarlane at 01626 852002 or       
email maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com. 

Chess Club  

mailto:maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com
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Membership of the Chudleigh and District U3A is growing 
rapidly with approaching seventy members now having 
joined and a number of others expressing a lot of interest.  
Meetings of some of the individual groups have already 
started with Armchair Travel, Theatre Group and the History 
Group having had successful meetings. 

The Steering Committee and the Armchair Travel 
group have both met in the Constitutional Club which offers 
space for smaller or larger groups to meet.  The Con Club 
seems to be an under-used resource in the town.  

Progress is being made with the club’s website which 
will soon be up and running. The next main monthly      
meeting will take place in the Woodway Room on    
Wednesday 19th September at 10am when the Speaker will 
be Daphne West ex Headmistress of Maynard School. 

Enquiries about membership should be made to Tony 
Ducker by email at membership@chudleighu3a.org.uk or by 
phone on 01626852233. 

Members Grow 
In Number 

Our 11th Season gets underway in the Woodway Room, Chudleigh 

Town Hall, on Friday 14th September. Doors open at 7pm for        
processing of membership applications and sale of refreshments    
before the screening at 8pm of the comedy drama What We Did on 
Our Holiday (2014, Cert 12A, 91min). The film, which has been  
kindly sponsored by two Chudleigh residents, stars David Tennant, 
Rosamund Pike and Billy Connolly, and has a degree of poignancy 
intermingled in the comedy. It was written and directed by Andy 
Hamilton and Guy Jenkin (the creators of the TV series Outnumbered) 

Your continued support for our Community Cinema is both 
appreciated and needed in order to fund the ongoing and                
ever-increasing costs of providing an 'evening out’ in a friendly,    
welcoming and community based environment. Our programme    
leaflets/membership application forms can be found not only in the 
wall racks just inside Chudleigh Town Hall but also at the local library 
and the retailer, Dandelion, in the main street.  

The standard membership subscription fee remains at  £20 pa 
and £2 payable on the door per film. Additionally, non-members are 
welcome to just ‘turn up and pay’ at a charge of £6 per film. For those 
of you who would prefer a reserved seat, with cushion, we offer our 
Gold Membership for a one off-fee of £50pp for the entire 2018/19 

Chudleigh Film Society 

season of 10 films with nothing further to pay at the door! 
Meanwhile, why not have a look at our listings page 

at www.chudleighfilmsociety.org and/or download the 
membership application form? 

mailto:membership@chudleighu3a.org.uk
http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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A Bolt from the Blue was Chudleigh Amateur Dramatic Society’s 
(CADS) first venture into ‘regular’ drama (as opposed to the panto 
genre). It was an interesting, but not necessarily the wisest, choice 
of play. A whimsical, fantastical comedy played out in a series of 
mini scenes introduced, explained and paced by two narrators. The 
narrators were Mandy Lovick and Laura Scales. Both speakers 
were superb. Their narration was well-paced, professionally and 
humorously delivered with crystal clear diction. Without the   
narrators there would, quite literally, have been no play. For me, 
they were the absolute stars of the show. 

The lead character, Edward Jones, played by John Hicks, 
was an onerous role. There in almost every scene, Hicks coped 
manfully, even surviving an (unintentionally) hilarious corpsing 
episode instigated by Nugent the trichologist, played by Kevin 
Coughlan – naughty boy! 

The American news desk scene was a joy to watch with 
both news readers (played by Paul Lovick and Gaynor Seager) 
delightfully capturing the cheesey, phoney, all-smiling delivery 

that typifies American news broadcasts.  
Sally Chapman’s portrayal of Sarah Appleby, the witchy 

scientist, was a nicely understated performance which highlighted 
this actor’s ability to use subtle facial expressions and well-timed 
pauses to enhance her words. I found her hat a distraction       
however, and longed for her to remove it long before she did! 

Overall, the players worked their socks off to entertain us. 
Their mission was incredibly difficult given the severe limitations 
and weaknesses inherent in the play itself. A clumsy work, full of 
rather tired and hackneyed stereotypes: thick police officers;   
humourless medics; un-funny jokes kicking the NHS; and men 
dressed as women. The stuff of panto but not nearly as funny. 

All in all, it was a fun evening. This particular audience 
was very much on side, laughing generously at most of the gags 
and all of the gaffs, both intentional and unintentional! I for one 
would love to see what CADS could do with better material. 
Here’s to the next time.  

A Bolt From The Blue: Review of the Opening Night on Thursday 26th July 

by Jo Poke 
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This has been a busy month for SEARCH. Thanks to all 

who helped at Chudfest and the Carnival to publicise our 
activities.  

We are setting up a befriending group, Chudleigh 
Together, in partnership with Volunteering in Health, 
health centres and the Chudleigh Town Council. The 
first batch of volunteers have been trained. Volunteers 
will be able to visit Chudleigh residents, particularly 
those who are finding it hard to leave the house for a 
variety of  reasons; and explore different options and 
services that may be available, so that they can more 
easily engage in activities or friendships if they wish. If 
you know anyone (18+) who might welcome a visit do 
let us know.  

We are also working with the Town Council and 
HITS (food bank) to place a community fridge at the 
rear of the Town Hall to reduce food waste. A SEARCH 
rota of volunteers is being created to keep the fridge 
clean and tidy. We will be publicising this project further 
next month when we hope to be nearer to our start date. 
We are grateful to town, district and county councillors 
for their support. 

We are organising a Plastic Free family event for 
everyone and anyone interested on Saturday 18th August 
at the Community Hall at the back of the Primary School 
from 11am to 4pm to promote a Plastic-Free Blue    
Planet. There will be lots of stalls, activities and               
entertainment. This is part of our campaign to reduce the 
use of single-use plastic in Chudleigh. See poster (right) 
and come along.  

And finally, we are having a SEARCH picnic on 
Tuesday 21st August at Kestor, Highlands Park, from 
5pm onward. Please contact Mary Anne McFarlane 
01626 852002, (maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com) if you 
wish to come, or wish to be involved in any of the above 
activities, or check out our FaceBook page (Social and 
Environmental Action 'round Chudleigh – SEARCH). 

SEARCH Update  

Try Tennis - Keep fit - Have fun - Make friends  

As well as regular club nights for adults at Teign Valley Tennis 
Club (from 6pm Tuesdays and Thursdays) the new season of 
coaching for children begins in September; come and join us and 
have fun! No need for mums and dads to drive into Exeter - we 
have it all here! 

Junior Tennis Coaching/Academy: Fridays on the courts in  
Christow (or in the Teign Valley Hall if wet and during winter). 

• 4pm to 4.45pm Mini Academy: Red Ball Group      
Coaching; 4 - 8 years; £4.50; 45 minutes 

• 4.45pm to 5.30pm Junior Academy: Mini Red             
Orange/Green Ball Group Coaching; 8 - 13 years. £4.50; 
45 minutes (includes Achievement Certificates) 

• For adults: Thursday morning coaching, 9am to 10.30am; 
£8 or Friday evening 5.30pm to 6.30pm Yellow ball 

Group Coaching (teens & adults from £5.00; 1 hour) 

 

Contact: Tim Brealey, Tennis Professional, Teign Valley Tennis 
Club.  Tel: 07972895975     email: timbrealey@yahoo.co.uk 

LTA Level 4 Senior Performance Coach. LTA Coach Licensed. 
DBS Checked 

Anyone For Tennis? 

mailto:maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SEARCHChudleigh/
mailto:timbrealey@yahoo.co.uk
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Whether you are a whizz at growing flowers; 
prefer a vegetable garden; or love to spend time 
in the kitchen, there are plenty of classes to enter 
in this year’s Garden and Produce Show, which 
takes place on Saturday 25th August.  

Entry forms, which can be downloaded 
by clicking here, should be handed in by    
Thursday 23rd and entries should be delivered to 
the Town Hall between 8.45am and 10.45am on 
the day of the show.   

Judging takes place from 10.45am and 
doors open to the public at 2pm. Prizes are 
awarded at 4pm. 

Garden and 
Produce 
Show 2018 

Thursdays 23rd and 30th August 

6.30pm to 7.30pm 

Cost: £4 (inc. optional swim afterwards) 

 

In the parish church on 22nd July, Revd John Hall   

presided at his last service before retiring from the  
Ministry. He was presented with a certificate of thanks 
from the parish, as were Revd Martin Kiddle and Revd 
Terry Brighton who both retired over the past couple of 
year. 
 

Pictured from left: Reader Sheila Fletcher, Associate Minister 
Martin Fletcher, Martin Kiddle, John Hall, Terry Brighton and 
Reader Keith Miller. 

https://chudfest.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/produce-show-entry-form-2018.pdf


 

 

Page 9 

The sun shone relentlessly on Chudfest 2018, making the       

marquee often rather hot. But despite this, we had a wonderful  ten 
days, with a range of events and activities to entertain most     
sections of the town’s population. 

We started with a family disco, where great fun was had by 
children of all ages. Saturday night saw the 80s/90s night where 
around 100 people relived their teenage years to Jon Sherwood’s 
music. We introduced a dedicated cocktail bar for the first time, 
which managed to sell out! Sunday saw the joint Church service, 
and a board games night in the evening. Monday we introduced a 
barn dance for the first time for a few years, and Tuesday was the 
ever popular quiz. Wednesday saw a very large audience for Todd 
Gray and Kate Adie (see page 10), whilst on Thursday we had a 
great group of comedians entertaining us. Friday saw a number of 
local acts  displaying their talents in a “Stars in their Eyes” show. 
Great fun. And Saturday saw the return of the ever popular 
60s/70s disco. Finally Chudfest wrapped up with its now tradition-
al Grand Fete on Sunday.  

During the days, the marquee was used for the inaugural 
meeting of the Chudleigh and District U3A; Gong Baths; craft 
sessions; Miniones with a bouncy castle; Animal Encounters for 
the School; Tunes for toddlers and a tea party for the under 5s; and 
a literary festival. We also introduced a Tea Dance which was 
very well attended and enjoyed by all. Throughout the week there 
was a very thought provoking exhibition in the Church.  

The marquee (and play park during the fete) was enlivened 
by the presence of some very colourful bunting (below left). This 
was        produced for BBC Radio Devon by many groups across 
Devon to celebrate the Royal Wedding, and was initially displayed 
at the Devon County Show. It is now on a tour of Devon, and we 
were lucky to have been included in the schedule. Thank you 
BBC! 

A number of attendees asked what the profits from    
Chudfest events went to. In fact, this Summer’s festival has made 
a small loss overall. However, Chudfest puts on a number of 
events in addition to the summer festival (e.g. the autumn variety 
show, spring 60s night with Carnaby Street and the Produce 
Show), and over the year, Chudfest aims to make sufficient     
surplus to pay for the Christmas Lights and to have the resources 
to continue to mount a summer festival like this year. 

Finally, may I express my sincere thanks to all those who 
have made Chudfest possible this year. To Chudleigh United 
Charities which permits us to use the Play Park; to all our event 
sponsors, and Chudleigh businesses who so generously gave us 
prizes for the raffle and tombola; to the Committee who work 
tirelessly all year to put together the programme; to the many 
helpers who guard the tent and help to erect and dismantle the 
stage and mostly to you – the public – who come along and enjoy 
the events. 

Mark Macnair 

Reflections On Chudfest 2018 by Mark Macnair 

Heroic people from Chudleigh in times past were commemorated 
in Chudleigh church during Chudfest. Along with the 75          
servicemen who gave their lives in WWI, the suffragettes and  
suffragists were also remembered. 

Helen Turnbull brought us the little-known account of Miss 
Davis, who lived in Chudleigh at the house now known as Old 
Fairfield. She was a suffragist which meant that she campaigned 
for the votes for women but wasn’t militant unlike the suffragettes. 
Although it was a criminal offence, she didn’t sign the national 
census, saying ‘No vote, No census’. She was secretary to the 
Newton Abbot branch campaigning for votes for women and  
probably joined the protest march from Cornwall to  London.   

Alan Brunton brought to us stories of some of the 75 war 
dead and displayed interesting artefacts including a German     
soldier’s helmet. Gary Harris was on hand in a faithful replica of a 
WW1 uniform. It must have been very hot!  

Chudleigh School brought it all to life with their amazing 
figures from that period (above right). There were Ghurkhas,   
soldiers, nurses, a suffragette, suffragist, police, lamplighter,  and 
postlady, amongst others. All the children enjoyed a visit to the 

church to learn more and enjoy the displays. 
These displays were complemented by at least 75 large 

poppies made by different groups in Chudleigh: Guides, Art 
group, Miniones, Patchwork and Quilting group, and W.I. They 
made quite an impact enhancing the displays. 

The Woolly Friends contributed too with a display of their 
beautiful work some in suffragette colours and a banner decorated 
with knitted flowers. Also there were knitting patterns from that 
era.  

To bring it up to date Chudleigh Writers’ Circle, Newton 
Abbot Writing Group and Newton Abbot Photographic Group 
brought us Duet in Words and Pictures: stunning photographs and 
creative writing inspired by those photos. It was very interesting to 
read where different people’s thoughts took them after studying 
the images. 

Delicious cream teas were served on the first Saturday and 
during the week donations of £289 were given to support the work 
of the Royal British Legion. In addition, £1400 has been raised by  
Alan Brunton’s ‘Sponsor a Serviceman’ appeal. 

Margaret Parsons 

Grand Exhibition 1918...2018 
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While England was losing to Croatia in the World Cup, 

over a hundred and forty Chudleigh residents gathered to 
hear Dr Todd Gray and Kate Adie at Chudfest’s literary 
evening: Todd in conversation with Chudleigh Writers’ 
Circle Vice-Chairman, Sharon Cook, for the first       
session; and Kate talking about her varied life for the 
second session. 

American born Todd Gray first come to Britain 
during a school trip on a scholarship. His academic   
career took him on to UCL and then Exeter University 
for his PhD. He revealed that Chudleigh had the best   
preserved records from the 14th and 15th centuries, and 
those at the Devon Record Office are second only to 
London’s. Todd has written over fifty books, with his 
favourite being Bench Ends, which took him around the 
country. Apparently Renaissance carvers were at work in 
Devon at the same time as in London, producing       
exquisite carvings. Todd has had two notable encounters 
with royalty; in 2014 on the award of his MBE by the 
Prince of Wales, who asked if Todd had had difficulty 
getting to London due to the flooding in the West   
Country. Todd told him Devon was not entirely cut off. 
His next encounter was with the late Queen Mother   
during Remembrance week in a garden next to        
Westminster Abbey. He had no idea who the ‘Old Lady’ 
was, but they exchanged pleasantries, although her    
attendant looked severely at Todd for not recognising 
her. Todd Gray is an industrious and engaging author 
and his talk was very well received. 

Kate Adie spoke about her childhood in the north 
east of England as an adopted child. The main effect of 
WWII on her family was the destruction of the       
greenhouse in the back garden. School followed the  
pattern of the time where girls were often expected to 
become nurses, teachers, secretaries and wives. Kate was 
selected for university entrance primarily because she 
was first in the alphabetical listing. She took            
Scandinavian Studies at Newcastle, and, on completion, 
her professor told her whatever happened in her career, if 
the Vikings invaded again her talents would come in 
handy. She started work at BBC Radio Durham and had 
to resort to asking her mother to take part in a phone-in, 
which went well until she asked on air what Kate wanted 
for dinner that night.  

Her career developed in TV journalism, her first 
major job covering the Iranian Embassy siege. There 
followed assignments in war zones all over the world as 
the BBC’s Chief Foreign correspondent. She reflected on 
being in Sarajevo under mortar fire while on the phone to 
her sister, with seconds between the release of mortar 
and the blast from shell nearby.  

Kate mentioned PTSD and how she viewed its 
effects and the supportive industry surrounding those 
affected. She did not decry or disregard those diagnosed 
with the condition. However, she thought that a positive 
attitude combined with sympathetic listening and “cups 
of tea”, can help a great deal. She remarked on WWI and 
WWII, where people’s stoicism helped greatly when 
awful things  happened.  Her view on journalism and 

Literary Evening  
Reflections from Mike Treble 

interviewing techniques is to get interviewees to say exactly what they saw 
or experienced, then validating and corroborating where possible. Kate was 
asked if she was ever frightened, and she certainly was on Aeroflot flights 
with their poor safety record, drunken pilots and standing passengers!  For 
the last twenty years she has enjoyed presenting Radio 4’s ‘From Our Own 
Correspondent’. 

 After speaking for an hour with a broken arm Kate Adie joined 
Todd Gray as they both signed copies of their books. Thank you to them and 
to Chudleigh Writers’ Circle and Chudfest for such a lovely evening. 

This Talking Heads@Oak Practice event is supported by the School for 

Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) and Lloyds who provided a grant to kickstart 
the project, offering supervision to Head Teachers, Assistant/Deputy 
Heads, SENCO's and those involved in safeguarding. It is a culture shift for 
this profession.  

David Barnett of Chudleigh Primary speaks about why he attends 
external supervision. James Hilton, author and former Head speaks about 
how he thinks that if this had been in place he may not had a breakdown. 
Tania Hales-Richardson talks about skype supervision at her school in 
Warwickshire and how it has helped inform her work . 

It will be a small but in-depth afternoon with no powerpoint and a 
lovely cream tea provided by Hannahs at Seale Hayne at the end. 
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Anti-social behaviour in the town 
 
The start of the school holidays seemed to lead to a number of 
incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour. Amongst them 
were: 

• The sculpture at Culver Green has been vandalised, possibly 
beyond repair. 

• The Cricket Club had several items of plastic furniture broken. 

• A resident at Millstream Meadow had three sacks of garbage 
chucked over her fence 

• Residents at Palace Meadow reported repeated incidents of 
anti-social behaviour at the bat garden 

• Two youths were seen trying car doors in Lawn Drive. 

• A Walnut tree at Millstream Meadow was ripped out of the 
ground and destroyed and another tree had a limb torn off it. 

• There were two complaints about anti-social behaviour at the 
MUGA at Fore Street Park. 

I know from the calls I’ve been getting from members of 
the public that residents are becoming increasingly annoyed by 
this utterly mindless behaviour. It’s no real consolation but it is 
clear that this gang are not targeting a particular area of the town, 
they are behaving equally badly everywhere. 

The Town Council has no powers to move people on or 
apprehend them but we are working closely with the police to 
build up a strong case against the offenders. They are stretched due 
to similar problems with youths in Kingsteignton, Newton Abbot 
and Bovey Tracey. The Youth Offending team is involved with the 
ringleaders and the early signs are that this is leading to a      
downturn in the number of incidents. 

What the police need is for you to continue to report all 
incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour. This needs to be 
done formally which means either ringing 101 or reporting the 

crime via the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary website. I         
recommend the latter. If a serious incident is still in progress then 
you should ring 999. 

Given a councillor witnessed youths trying car doors in the 
hope of finding one unlocked, you are advised to double-check 
your car is locked and don’t leave any valuables inside the vehicle. 

You will be aware we were forced to close the MUGA in 
June because council staff were being abused by youths virtually 
every night. We have since purchased body cameras and we have 
found the youths make themselves scarce when they see staff  
approaching. 

By the time you read this we will have installed additional 
CCTV cameras in Fore Street park and in the town centre. Their 
primary purpose is deterrence so we hope that this will lead to a 
further fall in incidents of anti-social behaviour. 
 
Some good news 
 
We will shortly be installing a vehicle-activated speed sign on 
Station Hill where the 30mph speed limit comes into effect. This 
follows complaints from residents about excessive speeds in that 
area. Devon County Council undertook some data gathering and 
found the average speed of vehicles justified taking action. The 
vehicle activated signs flash the speed if an approaching  vehicle is 
exceeding 30 mph. We hope this will lead to a reduction in   
speeding in this area. 

Four new rustic benches have been installed at the sensory 
garden at Two Oaks. Our thanks to Treeworks for their normal 
excellent standard of work. 

Given the constant cuts to District Council budgets it was 
pleasing to hear that the annual rural skip service has survived for 
another year. It is due to be with us on Saturday 9th February 
2019. It will be situated in the Market Way car park as usual. 

John Carlton, Town Clerk 

Town Hall / Community News Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 
Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 

The latest issue of Funding News is available now on the 

Teignbridge CVS website. Featuring details of a new  
project, Crowdfund Devon (see right) and pages of grants 
currently available for application, it’s a valuable resource 
for all community organisations. 

Join the businesses 
that have already   
benefitted from fully 
funded  advice to  
develop and grow.  

The Growth Hub team has put more than 1000 businesses 
in touch with a range of fully funded services currently on 
offer throughout Devon, Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay.  

These services can provide you with a face to face meeting 
with a local adviser to talk about your business aspirations, 
identify new opportunities and put together an action plan 
to help you achieve them.  

For more details click here. 

mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
http://www.teigncvs.org.uk
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/get-in-touch/
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Thursday 16th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment. 

Saturday 18th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Mitzi Cat Coffee Morning:  Rest 
Centre, 10am. 
SEARCH: Plastic Free Blue  

Planet Day, Community School 
Hall, 11am to 4pm, details 
page 7. 

Sunday 19th 
Cancer Lifeline SW: Family Fun 

Day, Cricket Field, 11am to 
3pm, details page 6. 

Monday 20th 
Writers’ Circle:  Monthly     
meeting, Rest Centre, 10am. 

Tuesday 21st 
SEARCH:  Picnic, Highlands 
Park, 5pm, details page 7. 

Thursday 23rd 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Aquafit class: Swimming Pool, 
6.30pm, details page 8. 

Saturday 25th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Parish Church Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 

Chudfest: Garden and Produce 
Show, Town Hall, 8.45am to 
4pm, details page 8. 

Monday 27th 
Police: Closing date for      

responses to survey on        
proposed merger, details last 
month, page 5. 

Thursday 30th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment. 
Aquafit class: Swimming Pool, 

6.30pm, details page 5. 
Friday 31st 

Town Council: Closing date for 
Community Grant bids, details 
in June issue, page 15. 

Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date 
for September issue. 

Saturday 1st 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Chudleigh Cannons Coffee 
Morning: Rest  Centre, 10am. 

Town Council: Surgery, Town 
Hall, 10am to noon. 
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 
session, allotments, 10am,   
details page 3. 

Monday 3rd 
Town Council: Full meeting, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Tuesday 4th 
Elizabeth Ducie’s Book 

Launch: Chudleigh Church, 
7pm, details page 2. 

Wednesday 5th 
Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm. 

Meet the Author: Lesley 
Pearse, Library, 2.30pm, details 
page 2. 
WI: Tom Sharples from Sutton 
Seeds. 

Thursday 6th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 

The Square, by appointment. 
Friday 7th 

History Group: Eric Walkom 
with Anglo Saxons and        
subsequent years (Part 2). 

Saturday 8th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

AUGUST 

On The Beat  
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 
        PC Martin Beck (14970) 

Contact Details:  website 

Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101         

CADS Coffee Morning: Rest    
Centre, 10am. 

Sunday 9th 
Apple Pruning Lessons: Town 
Orchard, 10am, weather  
dependent, details page 3. 

Monday 10th 

Mums’ Mondays: Rest     
Centre, 10.30am, details 
page 5. 

Tuesday 11th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  

C o n t a c t  P h i l  o n 
07702418458 for details. 

Wednesday 12th 
Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm. 

Thursday 13th 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment. 

Friday 14th 

Film Society: What We Did 
On Our Holiday (12A),  
Woodway Room, 7pm, details 
page 4. 

Saturday 15th 

C h u d l e i g h  P h o e n i x :        
September issue due out.  
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

C h i l d m i n d e r s  C o f f e e     
Morning:  Rest Centre, 10am. 
Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 

SEPTEMBER 

There was a total of six crimes recorded in 
Chudleigh during the last reporting period,    
broken down as follows: 

Domestic incidents (2): The relevant partner 
agencies have been informed and safeguarding 
for the victims is in place. 

Theft / Miscellaneous: A chicken coup was 
entered and a male and female bird were taken. 
There are no active lines of enquiry. 

Criminal Damage to property under £5000 
(3): Several garden pots have been damaged in 
the same street at different properties. Enquires 
have been made but no offenders have been 

identified. Graffiti has been sprayed in the    
underpass under the A38. There are no suspects 
or witnesses.    

The Chudleigh Policing Team has been carrying 
out dedicated patrols when able in respect of the 
recent ASB incidents. The team attended a   
multi-agency meeting at Teign School in July. 
Several young people have been identified as 
being part of the problem. They have been    
referred and work will begin in changing some 
of the choices they are making in life.   

The Training Unit is hopefully going to be  
working in Chudleigh again in the future.  

Scrambled Legs Having Fun 
A number of the members of Scrambled Legs, including founder 

Lisa Lea-Weston, were unable to run the 6-mile road race this 
year due to various reasons including injury. So they decided to 
WALK the Fun Run instead. And there were smiles all round 
when they reached Finish Line and collected their medals. 

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/july-2018.pdf
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/july-2018.pdf
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/june-2018.pdf
http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

