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A huge thank you to this 
month’s sponsors: 

 LRS Designs  

Webselect 

Carole Smart is Citizen of the Year 
At yesterday’s Annual Town 

Meeting, the winner of this 
year’s Citizen of the Year award 
was announced. And what a  
popular choice it was. Carole 
Smart is an extremely busy, and 
effective, member of the     
Chudleigh Community.  

To name just a few of her 
activities: she was a founder 
member of Chudleigh Film     
Society. She runs the Wednesday 
Lunch Club. She is in the      
process of setting up a  Toddlers 
and Mums group. For a number 
of years, she was an active member of both the 
Summer and Winter Chudfest Committees, and 
she is currently part of the Neighbourhood    
Development Plan team.  

And she’s a thoroughly nice person, too. 
We’re hoping she can find time in her busy 
schedule to give us an interview for next month’s 
issue of Chudleigh Phoenix. 

Due to a previous engagement, Carole 
was not present when the announcement was 
made yesterday. Her official presentation will be 
made at the next Full Council Meeting at 7pm on      
Monday 14th May. 

The Citizen of the Year award was     
introduced by the Town Council in 2012 to   
recognise individuals who, in a voluntary      
capacity, have served the town and its people and 
made Chudleigh a better place. The first recipient 
was Alan Brunton. Since then the award has been      
presented to Sue Metcalfe, Joan Prowse, Gillian 
Wood, Stewart Sapp, Mike Moyse, Alan       
Holman, Annie Holman, Felicity Cornish and 
Chris Evans. 

Other nominees for this year’s award 
were: Wendy Bishop, Alan Brunton, Carl Gill, 
Malcolm Grose and Carol Ramsey.  

New Format Annual Meeting — and Cake! 

Each year, the Council is required to hold an 

Annual Town Meeting, an opportunity for     
residents to find out what’s been going on over 
the previous year. Traditionally, this has taken 
the form of an evening meeting where each of the 
main organisations present verbal or written  
reports. 

This year, the Council decided to take a 
different approach and set up an exhibition in the 

Rest Centre. There were representatives from 
Devon Rural Housing Partnership and TDC on 
hand to discuss affordable housing. There was a 
display of initial thoughts regarding the Toddlers’ 
Skate Park. Fair Trade and SEARCH were there, 
as were Pensioners, Writers’ Circle, History 
Group and the British Legion. Chudleigh     
Phoenix was on hand to record the event.  

And there was free refreshments for all, 
with scrummy cakes provided by Sangers. 

“The idea of a new type of Annual   
Meeting was very well received” said Chudleigh 
Mayor, Cllr Mike Underwood, “with most people 
I spoke to much preferring the informal tone of 
the day and how much more informative it was. 
We had very interesting discussions with the 
residents who came today and we gathered 
enough information to influence our policies for 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan and the 
future of Chudleigh.” (See full report, page 13) 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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From the Editor  

I want to start by offering   

congratulations to Carole 
Smart on her win of the Citizen 
of the Year award. I’ve worked 
with Carole on one project or 
another since 2007, and I know 
she’s been doing her thing for a 
lot longer than that. She is an 
absolute power house. 

And well done to the 
other nominees as well. Each 
person has shown dedication to 
the town and the particular 
activities they are involved in. 

 One thing that became 
obvious when we moved to 
Chudleigh, having always lived 
in cities previously, is the    
importance of volunteers for the 
running of a small town,     
especially in a time when    
resources are getting ever  
tighter. There are so many 
things going on here; at last 
count, we had more than 70 
groups of one kind or another, 
all of which rely on, usually, a 
small group of people to keep 
them going. So hats off to    
everyone who volunteers. 

We had an interesting 
afternoon yesterday at the   
Annual Meeting. We met old 
friends; got to know new    
members of the community. And 
had the chance to reflect on the 

future of the town. 
One key point under 

discussion was the age    
demographic of Chudleigh, 
compared with the rest of 
Teignbridge. We are over-
represented in the youngest 
age groups and under-
represented in the over-65s. 
As the latter is the group that 
traditionally provides a high 
percentage of volunteers; 
and they also tend to be more 
regular users of local      
retailers, this may affect the 
sustainability of the        
community. An aspect to be 
looked out in the context of 
the current Housing Needs 
Survey, perhaps? Should we 
be building more bungalows 
and smaller properties    
suitable for older people to 
encourage more of them to 
live here? 

And talking about the 
Housing Needs Survey, I saw 
a suggestion online recently 
that it is all a waste of time, 
as decisions are made in 
advance and people’s views 
are not taken into account. 
That’s not true, of course.  

But what is true is 
that in order to make sure we 
get exactly what we need for 
the future of our community, 
we must have the facts. What 
are our requirements in 

The Children’s Voice 
No Children’s Voice on page 3 this month. We are taking a 

short break, but will be back very soon. 

Copy date 30th April for the May issue. Reserve your space in      
advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The  
editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 
Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

 

A good book… 
 

The perfect way 
to spend a quiet 

moment 
 

Set in the sometimes 
murky world of         
international          

pharmaceuticals.   

Thrillers by Chudleigh 
author,  

Elizabeth Ducie 
 

www.elizabethducie.co.uk 

 

 

terms of numbers and types of 
properties; and also in the  
associated infrastructure?  

So, please do remember 
to fill in your copy of the   
Housing Needs Survey and 
return it before the closing date 
of 27th April. The more       
responses, the better the data 
on hand, and the stronger the 

arguments when dealing with 
developers and planning     
applications moving forward. 

And a final word about 
Red Earth Opera. Our concert, 
postponed due to snow, is now 
on 6th May. Hope to see you 
there. 

Kate 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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Amenity Society News 

Chudleigh’s Amazing Wildlife was the subject on 16th March 

when we listened to a splendid talk given by Dave Smallshire. 
He explained why we have such a rich variety of wildlife. The 
geology of the parish is varied with the main features being the 
Haldon Hills sandstone that is overlaid  with flint and gravel, 
and the lime stone outcrops at Chudleigh Rocks and Palace 
Quarry. There are many different habitats too, including     
Ancient Woodland, deciduous and conifer woods, heathland, 
some traditional meadows and of course the River Teign and 
its associated streams, pools and marshes. The flora and fauna 
in each habitat tend to differ from those in other areas and 
many of the species that can be seen are quite rare. Turtle 
doves are seen at Haldon as are crossbill and tree pipits along 
with several species of hawk including the hobby and even the 
occasional honey buzzard. On the heathland nightjars are    
recorded and, less often, Dartington warblers. The parish is of 
course well known for its bats and nine different species have 
been recorded. Other mammals worthy of mention are dormice, 
roe and fallow deer as well as otters in the River Teign.    
Chudleigh is also a great place to see orchids; nine different 
species have been found. 

A week later we had a joint meeting with Chudleigh 
WILD, when our speaker was John Walters, well-known    
biologist and ecologist who, amongst other things, is also an 
artist, photographer, writer and television consultant. The title 
of his talk was Swallows, Swifts and Martins but its scope was 
much wider than that. He used his video clips to illustrate   
snippets about the hairy legged bee and also described how 
long tailed tits roost in rows to keep warm. He has recorded 
nineteen in a single row! Martins mostly arrive on 1st May and 
leave us in early August. They are unfortunately declining in 
numbers and that is almost certainly due to loss of food      
supplies since modern agricultural techniques lead to much 
lower insect numbers than are found in the now rare traditional 
meadows. It was a thrilling talk that complemented the       
previous week’s event.  

Our next talk, LNG (Liquid Natural Gas) is to be given 
on 20th April by Chudleigh Town Councillor, Peter Jackson 
who spent many years in South America. 

The visit to the Bell Tower at Exeter Cathedral was 
postponed because of severe weather conditions but it is     
intended to re-arrange it, possibly in October.   

Film Society News  
 

Our final film for the 2017-18 

Season will be screened on  
Friday 11th May. A United 
Kingdom (Cert 12A, 121 min), 
is a romantic drama based on 
extraordinary true events and 
has been kindly sponsored by 
Chudleigh History Group. 

1947; while in England 
studying law, Seretse Khama 
(David Oyelowo), the king of 
Bechuanaland (now Botswana), 
meets and falls for Ruth       
Williams (Rosamund Pike), a 
London office worker. Their 
whirlwind romance meets with 
fierce opposition from their 
families, and the British and 
South African governments and 
so their story unfolds… 

Screening takes place at 8pm in the Woodway Room of 
Chudleigh Town Hall (Woodway St entrance); doors open at 
7.15pm. Admission is £6 on the door for non-members and     
refreshments are for sale beforehand. Full details can be obtained 
at www.chudleighfilmsociety.org or from 01626 852239. 

 
 

2018-9 
Season 

 
 

 
Our pamphlet for the 2018-19 Season is now available. 

You are very welcome to join/renew your membership sooner 
than later in order to avoid undue queuing at our first film night 
on 14th September (standard membership remains unchanged at 
£20pa + £2 per film). 

 

 A Coffee Morning will be held at the Rest Centre on Saturday 
21st April to raise funds for the Youth Centre. From 10am to 
11.30am.  

 

 We are holding our AGM on Monday 23rd April at 7.30pm, 
in the Sports Hall, at the Youth Centre. Everyone is welcome 
and at the end of the meeting refreshments will be available.  

 

 On Saturday 5th May we are inviting you to a Come Dine 
with Us Evening at the Youth Centre. A lovely three course 
meal will be provided and there will be entertainment. Soft 
drinks are available—please bring a bottle if you require wine 
or beer. Tickets available from Dandelion and from Sue 
Metcalfe on 853651.  

Youth Centre Update 

http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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Opening at 2pm on Saturday 28th April 

Good news! Chudleigh Pool is opening early again this year, on Saturday 

28th April  at 2pm. Not only that, but we have added more sessions and 
made some longer! 

There will now be Early Birds sessions on every weekday morning 
and they will all start earlier, at 6.45am (Saturdays still start at 8am) and if 
that wasn’t enough, we have brought back the Rookie Lifeguard sessions 
for 8 to 12 year olds, on Fridays. Later on in the season, we are hoping to 
start an Aquafit session, once a week.  

A pool leaflet will be coming through your doors soon. So don’t 
recycle it! Instead, why not walk on up to your local community pool to 
swim as often as you can. To encourage you, we’ve added to the discount 
cards by introducing a 10 swim card for both adults and children. We look 
forward to seeing you soon. 

As the season progresses, do keep an eye on our Facebook page and 
website for updates. 

Saturday morning working parties to get the pool ready for the new 
season have already started, so if you have some time to spare for us, please 
come up after 9am, or email us on maintenance@chudleighpool.org.uk. We 
are also looking for kiosk volunteers, which entitles you to a free swim for 2 
of your children on the day. 

 

mailto:maintenance@chudleighpool.org.uk
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Snow Disrupts Opera 

This time last month, the chorus and orchestra of Red Earth 

Opera, many of whom live in Chudleigh, were looking forward 
to performing their spring concert. 

And then it snowed—for the second time in a          
fortnight—and the concert was postponed! But opera-lovers in 
Chudleigh will no doubt be delighted to hear that the concert 
will now go ahead on Sunday 6th May in the Parish Church at 
7.30pm. The programme will be a mix of favourite overtures 
and arias for orchestra, soloists and chorus. 

The company, which is the brainchild of Jane Anderson 
Brown, pairs professional soloists with local singers and    
musicians. And what soloists!  

Mari Wyn Williams has performed at the Wales   
Millennium Centre alongside Dame Kiri Te Kanawa and 
Dennis O'Neill. Among other works, Mari will be reprising 
her role as Electra, singing  her final aria from Idomeneo.   
Anyone who saw the Red Earth Opera production in 2015 will 
know to expect vocal fireworks. And to anyone who missed it 
first time around, you are in for a real treat. 

Mezzo-soprano Helena Payne gave a brilliant debut 
performance with Red Earth Opera last year, singing the role 
of Annio, in  La Clemenza Di Tito. She is delighted to be   
returning for this concert, where she will be performing, 
among other arias, the closing scene from Dido and Aeneas. 

 

Mari Wyn Williams (right) 
and Helena Payne (left) 

will perform with the Red 
Earth Opera orchestra 
and  chorus in Another 
Night At The Opera. 

Frances Daysh: Treasurer, dayshfrances5@hotmail.com, 853173 
Lyn Paris : everything else, lyn.paris@outlook.com, 852090 

Julie Rayner: work sessions, julierayner194@yahoo.co.uk, 835432 

Chudleigh Rotters  

I must firstly advise our members and readers that our dearest 

secretary Lyn Paris recently broke her leg badly and is recovering 
at home. We wish her a speedy recovery. Lyn will be sorely 
missed at the composting sessions but I am sure once she is    
recovered enough she will be visiting us at the composting site, if 
only to shake a stick at us to keep up the good work and join us 
for a cuppa. 

In March it snowed; then it rained! We finally met       
mid-month, but it was so bitterly cold, the two hardy members 
who made it soon gave up and headed home. 

Following these problems due to the inclement weather, 
we pulled on our wellington boots in April for a late (albeit wet) 
start to the new composting season. Together with one of our new 
members, we transferred all the material in the large bay, which 
had been maturing away during the winter months, into the two 
smaller middle bays. Lots of worms in there, which is a very good 

sign and now that it has been turned and covered over, it should 
be pretty well rotted and ready for its next move in a couple of 
months.  Tea break was very welcome and washed the homemade 
fruit cake down a treat.  After which we transferred the material 
from the donated pile into the large bay.   

Although we do very much appreciate the donations    
received to feed our compost bins, unfortunately, a pile of       
unwanted soil containing stones has been dumped next to our 
donations bay by somebody who maybe thought we would     
appreciate it as a donation.  Not so, as this will now need to be 
dealt with, as neither amounts of soil nor stones are added during 
the composting process.   

There is lots of very healthy looking compost in our two 
end bins ready for bagging up for sale next month. There are also 
lots of bags of shredded Christmas trees available for sale right 
now, the purchase of which can be arranged by either contacting 
Julie on 835432 or Frances on 853173. 
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The Chudleigh WILD team will be following up on our         

successful work last year, continuing existing projects and starting 
new ones. With Deer Park Farm, CADAS and others, we will be 
organising walks, talks and other events through the summer—in 
the expectation of better weather. So keep a look out for          
announcements and notices.   

Our Bat Project continues, and it is not too late to   borrow 
the bat recorder from the Town Hall to do your own, live bat-
recording. Check out the details by clicking here. We would    
especially encourage anyone whose garden backs onto Kate Brook 
to borrow the bat recorder, to see if the horseshoe bats fly along 
the brook. 

Lots of bat events are planned across Devon this year (find 
the details by clicking here). We are hosting three events of our 
own to support our local bat populations: 

• Bat Friendly Gardening: 8pm to 10pm, 24th May in the 
Chudleigh Bat Garden; 

• A Community Bat Conference: 9th June in Chudleigh 
Town Hall; 

• Walk With the Bats: evening of 11th September, Oldway 
Bat Reserve 
Or drop by between 7pm and 9pm on Tuesday 19th and 

Thursday 21st June to join us in watching the aerial acrobatics of 
the swifts which nest on the Town Hall and elsewhere round the 
carpark; refreshments provided. 

While working to support the Town Neighbourhood    
Development Plan it became clear we need to know more about   
Chudleigh’s diverse wildlife and natural  history. So, this year we 
are launching the   Chudleigh Tree Project, which will: 

• Map and describe prominent trees (firstly in the town and 
then the whole parish); 

• Identify where new trees can be planted and grow to their 
full extent; 

• Collect local people’s thoughts, stories and pictures of 
parish trees and woodland; 

• Culminate in a community exhibition in summer 2019.  
We will continue wildflower planting in public places, to 

encourage bees, butterflies and other insects.  So many plants are 
needed for this that we plan to work with ‘SEARCH’ to develop a 
Community Allotment Project where we can grow our own    

wildlife-friendly plants and support  other local initiatives. If you 
are interested in helping, get in touch with us or any SEARCH 
members.   

We also are talking to Devon Wildlife Trust about how we 
can help with the management of the Oldway Bat Nature Reserve 
and other green areas for all our local bats, not just greater    
horseshoe bats.  We are planning some Hands-on Help Days were 
everyone can have a go—and be rewarded with home-made cake!  
Look out for the publicity... 

Tessa Frost (01626 852551) 
 

 

http://devonbatproject.org/devon-bat-survey/
http://devonbatproject.org/events/


 

 

Chudleigh youngster, Molly 

Mahy, has a very busy three 
months coming up. In June, she 
will be appearing as a member 
of the children’s chorus in the 
TOADS (Torbay Operatic and 
Dramatic Society) production of 
Oliver! at the Princess Theatre 
in Torquay. And before that, in 
May, she is having her head 
shaved to raise money for   
Cancer Research UK. I caught 
up with Molly and her mum,    
Sharon, during a break in her 
busy schedule of rehearsals. 

The role in Oliver! came 
about after Sharon spotted an 
advertisement on Facebook. 
Molly went through a three-hour audition process to win the part, 
during which she sang with all the other kids and then on her own. 
In the show, she will be one of the workhouse brats in the early 
scene and then one of Fagin’s pickpockets.  

The rehearsal schedule is frantic, with 33 sessions over a 
three month period. At the moment that works out at 2-3 per week, 
but it will rise to 3-4 as June approaches. “We have to rush around 
at rehearsals,” she told me. “It’s hard work, but it’s fun.” 

Ten-year-old Molly is no stranger to the stage. In January, 
she was one of the scene-stealing youngsters in Cinderella, here in 
Chudleigh. Bearing in mind that Sharon played the all-important 
clock, while dad, Eric, was one of the ugly sisters, I assumed she 
picked up her interest in the theatre from her parents. But,        
apparently, it’s the other way around. Molly has been appearing in 
CADS pantomimes since she was five, and it was her involvement 
that encouraged first Sharon and then Eric to join her.  

Last year, she played the role of Scrooge in the Chudleigh 
Primary School production of A Christmas Carol. She is a member 
of CADSKIDZ and for three years, studied at the Pauline Quirk 
Academy, although she has now given that up to concentrate on 
local productions. Asked how she sees her future in the theatre, 
she told me she “prefers acting, likes singing and is okay at    
dancing.” 

Sharon, who is one of the licensed chaperones for the 
TOADS production and will also be selling programmes front of 
house, told me both she and Eric are very proud of their daughter. 

When Molly told her best friend about the show, she said 
she wants to come to every one of the five performances. Such 
dedication is hardly surprising. The two have known each other 
since they were babies, but go to different schools. They are    
currently studying for their 11+, which they will take in           
September. “If we both get to the grammar school, we can spend 
the next seven years together,” said Molly.  

I asked Molly why she had decided to have her head 
shaved and her answer come back loud and clear. 

“I’ve known quite a few people with cancer,” she said, 
“and I want it to stop!” 

Plans are still being finalised for this event, which will take 
place outside Chudleigh Town Hall on Saturday 19th May at 
11am. Molly will have sponsorship forms and there is also a Just 

Giving page which you can reach by clicking here. Full details 
will also be available in next month’s issue of Chudleigh      
Phoenix. Or check out the poster on page 12. 

In her spare (!) time, Molly is an avid reader. She is about 
to collect her Gold Badge from the library’s Book Tracker   
Reading Challenge, having read and answered questions on 100 
books in the past couple of year. She likes swimming and bad-
minton; and is about to take up football. She also plays the drums 
and will soon start learning the keyboards too. She is a keen play-
er of War Hammer, a tabletop fantasy game. 

But more than anything else, she loves playing with her 
dog. Buddy is a Yorkshire Terrier/Jack Russell cross, described 
by Molly and Sharon as full of energy, or even ‘hyper’. I couldn’t 
help thinking that sounds just a little bit like Molly herself. 

It was a pleasure to interview such a bright, energetic and 
smart young girl. I wish her every success with all her            
endeavours. 

 
 

Bright Lights and Fundraising for Molly 
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Molly Mahy as 
Scrooge in the 

school production of 
A Christmas Carol 

 

Tickets are already on 
sale for Oliver! at £19 
for adults or £13 for 

under-16s. 

You can reach the Box 
Office by clicking here 

Or call: 08448713023 

For group bookings of 
10 or more seats: 

03330095387        
Ticket prices for 

groups: £16 each with 
1 free in 10. 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/mollys-giving-page-41
http://www.atgtickets.com/venues/princess-theatre-torquay/
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On Sunday 22nd April, while most 

of us are tucking into our breakfasts 
or browsing the weekend papers, 
Chudleigh runner, Julia Liddle, will 
be getting ready to run the London 
Marathon on behalf of St John   
Ambulance. 

St John Ambulance is the 
leading First Aid Charity in the UK. 
They cover major events, including 
sporting fixtures, concerts and   
festivals, public gatherings and  
running events. They train over 
400,000 people a year to save lives. 
They also undertake workplace 
training in First Aid and train    
community First Responders 

 St John Ambulance is   
supported by a large army of     volunteers who give up their spare time 
to keep others safe. Julia    personally experienced their help when she 
had breathing difficulties after running a 10k a few years ago. 

At the time of the marathon she will be nearing her 60th    
birthday. She only took up running six years ago, joining a local ladies 
group in Devon, and ran a couple of half marathons and some 10k  
races. Then she took a break for a couple of years and started again in 
March 2017 

“I run with a wonderful group of ladies in Chudleigh called 
Scrambled Legs” said Julia, “I love running with these lovely  people 
and the support they are giving me is amazing.” Over the past few 
weeks, Facebook has been alive with support and information about 
her training runs where she has been joined for some or part of the way 
by her running buddies. 

Julia’s fund-raising target is set at £1000 and, with more than a 
week still to go, she has already surpassed that. However, that doesn’t 
mean we should stop giving. This is such a worthy cause. And Julia 
would very much appreciate Chudleigh’s ongoing support. You can 
find her fund-raising page by clicking here. 

 

Running for St John Ambulance Bikes for Refugees 

Do you have any bikes,     

children's or adults’ sizes, that 
you don't use any more?  

Refugee Support Devon 
is currently helping settle    
Syrian and other vulnerable 
families in Devon. Many of 
them are fairly isolated, and 
having a bike or two in the 
family would provide an     
opportunity for them to get out 
and about and enjoy our     
wonderful Devon environment, as well as speeding up 
travel for shopping and other appointments!  

I am a volunteer for RSD, and am happy to come 
and collect any bikes you can offer. THEY DO NOT 
NEED TO BE IN PERFECT CONDITION, as I will take 
them to the Bike Bank in Exeter to be renovated before 
they go to refugee families.  

We are also looking for good bike helmets, and 
children's bicycle seats. 

Please contact me via text to 07792009791 or 
email me: clairefharding@gmail.com.  

Thank you so much! 
Claire Harding 

Chudleigh/Troarn 
Twinning Association 

Quiz  

Saturday 28th April 

7.30pm for 7.45pm start 

Woodway Room, Town Hall 
 

£7, to include a glass of wine or soft drink on      
arrival, and a Ploughman’s Supper in the interval.                          

Tickets on sale at Dandelion .     
 

Do come and join us, together with our            
Quizmasters Michael and Kate McCormick, for a 

fun evening.   All are welcome. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/julia-liddle2
mailto:clairefharding@gmail.com
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Chasing Unicorns is a     
collection of short  
stories for adults and 
children 
 
All proceeds to 
Rowcroft Hospice 
 

Raising Money for Rowcroft 
and MIND 

There is less than a 

week left until Mark 
'Wally' Waldron says 
goodbye to his trade-
mark dreadlocks.  

He has been 
growing his hair since 
the age of twenty-five 
and has had dreadlocks 
for seventeen years. 
Many people in Chud-
leigh know him for his 
hair, even if they don't 
know his name. 

Mark explains 
why he is taking such a 
drastic step: “I have 
made the decision to 
part with my dreadlocks 
to raise  money for two 
charities close to my 
heart. Rowcroft Hospice 
and MIND. These   
charities have supported 
myself and my family 
and I would love to give 
something back for the 
amazing work they do.” 

The event will 
take place on Friday 
20th April in the Bishop Lacy from 6.30pm onwards. 
There will also be live music from K2.  

Mark is hoping to raise £2,000. With just a few 
days to go, he has reached £460 on his Just Giving page. 
Do find time this week, to make a donation, no matter how 
small. As Mark says: “Every penny makes a pound and 
every pound I raise will be split evenly  between the two 
charities.” 

You can make a donation now by clicking here. 

“Being a volunteer can transform 
your life – but not enough people 
realise it” 
 

So say Jude and Bone Wilson, a local couple who were the first among 

a few other pioneering volunteers to support the Harcombe View Café 
located at Harcombe House, The Fire Fighters Charity rehabilitation 
and wellbeing centre on the outskirts of Chudleigh.   

The Café, which opened in late July last year, is managed     
entirely by volunteers and has quickly established itself as a social hub 
for the community of Chudleigh and with stunning views across 300 
acres of South Devon countryside, it’s not difficult to see why. 

So far the Harcombe View Café has raised in excess of £5,000, 
funds that will enable more fire fighters and their families to access the 
many health, rehabilitation and wellbeing services available at its     
centre. 

When you consider that many of the people who offered their 
support to volunteer at the Café did so in order to transform the lives of 
others, it seems only fitting that they too have found a new lease of life.  
Indeed, studies found that nearly two thirds of people who volunteer 
learned new skills, gained confidence and found new friends,  

If you’re looking to meet new people and be a part of something 
worthwhile why not give us a call today; you may just transform your 
life too. Tel: 01626 853639 

 Pants on Head 
Day 2018 
 

25th April  
 

Raising money for 
Rowcroft by doing 
silly things with 
your pants 
 

Check it out today 
on Facebook 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=MarkWaldron1&pageUrl=1
https://www.facebook.com/events/1853311978074923/
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Unveiling of Mosaics  Last month, we published an article about the three mosaics commissioned by     

CADAS, made by the school children, and located around the town. This month, two 
of them have been unveiled. 

Top left: Andrew Turnbull, representing CADAS (left) and Mayor of  
Chudleigh, Cllr Mike Underwood, prepare to unveil the mosaic in the 
Woodway Room. Bottom left: a reminder of the room’s past when it was a 
chapel. 

Top right: Elliott and Molly, two of the pupils involved in the project,  
unveil the mosaic outside the Con Club, depicting its past life as a      
workhouse and a school. Bottom right: the youngsters with the artist who    
supported the design project, Monica Shanty Brown. 

https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/march-2018.pdf
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Looking 
For      
Advice? 
 
CAB are in 
Chudleigh 
on      
Thursdays 
 
 
 

 

Sunday 20th May 
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The Linden Homes Development 
at Rocklands: Latest News  

The Town Council’s planning committee met on 20th March to     

consider this application. The committee voted unanimously to object 
to the application, citing fifteen areas of concern. The letter of         
objection can be found on the Chudleigh Town Council website by 
clicking here. Additionally the Council is working with Devon County 
Council to resolve access issues with Oldway and Station Hill 

What happens next?  

Ultimately, the application will be determined by the local  
planning authority, Teignbridge District Council. The Planning Officer 
responsible for the application will produce a report, taking into      
account the various objections raised, and will make a recommendation 
as to whether the application should be approved or rejected. Because 
this is a major application the final decision will rest with the District 
Councillors who sit on the Development Control Committee. They will 
be conducting a site visit before considering the application. We     
anticipate they will make a decision on the application at their May 
meeting. Councillor Michael McCormick, Chair of CTC Planning 
Committee, will address that meeting to reinforce our objections. 

http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news/rocklands-proposal-objection-letter-2018
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/council-business/news/rocklands-proposal-objection-letter-2018


 

 

 

The Council: CTC comprises 13 councillors, all elected in May 
2015 apart from James Bushell, co-opted in March this year. 
Councillors not only debate issues within the council chamber, but 
are also very busy around the parish. We represent the council on 
bodies within and outside the town, working with charities and 
being hands on for litter picking, grass raking, and planting native 
species. During the snow, councillors and staff manned the    
Emergency Snow Centre for stranded motorists. 
Wildlife: Working in harmony with Chudleigh WILD, we have 
further developed the bat garden by planting fragrant plants that 
attract the insects on which greater horseshoe bats thrive. Some 
areas of Chudleigh grasslands have been left to grow a bit longer, 
again to encourage insects and other invertebrates to help sustain 
bats and birds. For every field we build on, we need alternative 
areas for the wildlife to inhabit.  
Grass Cutting and the Environment: CTC continues to pay for 
additional and appropriate grass cutting in Chudleigh. Devon 
County Council has reduced its cutting to some  verges only and 
generally roadside corners to aid safety. This means we pick up the  
shortfall, currently maintaining at least 4 cuts per year.  

Last year the council paid for the roadside kerbs to be 
sprayed with weed killer to smarten up the major routes in town 
and also to aid water drainage. Because of the wet autumn, there is 
still a bit to do in terms of spraying, but now the quest is to      
encourage the County Drainage Team to unblock the drains! 
Flooding and Water Courses: Meetings were convened last year 
with the TDC Flood Risk Management Officer to determine an 
action plan for the leat, which takes water from the A38 and   
channels it to the Kate Brook, and the Kate Brook itself. This work 
was unavoidably delayed but we are on the move again now. 
Flooding issues and “overtopping” of the leat remain a major   
concern and negotiations are ongoing with all the agencies. 

The portion of the leat which flows through Millstream 
Meadow to the waterwheel at Town Mills was the subject of    
purchase agreements between the initial owners of the properties 
abutting the leat and Cavanna; and its maintenance is not the   
responsibility of the council. 
Transport Update: Chudleigh is an Emergency Landing Site for 
Devon Air Ambulance. Facilitated by CTC and thanks to the 
Sports Centre Committee, and the Football Club in particular, this 
facility is a real boost for residents. Should a medical emergency 
arise, the landing facility is easily accessible from all corners of 
town. Chudleigh Town Council has been able to cover the cost of 
minor repairs to gates etc. during the year. 

A speed survey on Station Hill, conducted by County 
Highways, proved drivers are speeding as they approach the built 
up area. This summer, CWC is installing an automated speed sign 
which will flash motorists exceeding 30mph.  

We continue to be mindful of parking issues around the 
town, which, as elsewhere in UK, seems to be an ever increasing 
problem. Through the Neighbourhood Development Plan process 
the council is striving to alleviate the problem.  

Negotiations last summer for a safer crossing point at the 
school have been partially successful. Councillors, together with 
the school safety team, have encouraged County Highways to  
extend the zigzag lines, make them enforceable and increase the 
spread of double yellow lines in the vicinity of the school entrance. 
The provision of a “lollypop person” at the school is ongoing. 
Assets: In the past twelve months, where appropriate, the play 
parks have been given a face lift, hard surfaces replaced and a 
whole playpark has been renewed. This involved applying for  
grants, juggling capital and ensuring money is in the right place at 

the right time. For instance, the refurbished play park at The    
Gardens cost just under £50,000. 

A huge expense is facing the council in the Woodway 
Room. The lime plaster, probably 200 years old, is starting to peel 
away and will need to be totally replaced within 3 years. As a 
listed building, this will need to be re-plastered by a specialist. 

The Exeter Road allotments, owned by the Sion Trust 
which managed the Convent years ago, have been rented to the 
council for the past 90 years. The council was offered the purchase 
of the site at a very realistic price and this was completed in late 
2017. Both allotment sites are constantly being maintained with 
upgraded driveways and new replacement fencing. 

The Tower Hill Natural Burial site has now been screened 
and planted with a new natural species hedgerow, which will 
thicken up over the next couple of years. Natural burial plots are     
already being reserved. 

During this last year the council has renewed some CCTV 
cameras and installed others. 

The skate park in Millstream Meadow continues to be  
popular. The council will begin consultation on the extension of 
the Palace Meadow play area, including a wheeled sports track for 
kids, responding to requests from young residents and their      
families.  

The adult exercise area is now installed at Millstream 
Meadow and in full operation.  
Communication: There are areas of Chudleigh, including the 
town centre that now have very fast broadband. Up to 35MPS 
some say. But for most folk, broadband is still delivered by long 
copper wire from a BT roadside box, so speeds are lower. 

The town council, along with most other organisations in 
town, struggles to communicate with residents. There is a website, 
and Facebook, Twitter, email, Chudleigh News, Chudleigh     
Phoenix, and monthly surgeries but folk still do not know what is 
going on! The council decided to revert to a good old fashioned 
newsletter for a trial period, the second issue of which was       
delivered around the Easter break. The council will monitor     
resident response over the coming months to assess its value in 
getting information across. 
Neighbourhood Development Plan: Through the Town         
Enhancement Committee, the NDP Team is pulling together the 
final draft of the plan before pre-submission. The plan will be 
scrutinised by an independent body to ensure it contains all the 
legal elements required before residents are consulted (again). This 
is proving a long and arduous process, but will reap benefits in 
terms of new developments in the future and of course finance. It 
will mean Chudleigh Council will be better able to fund           
infrastructure project and the like in the future. 

The proposed developments at Rocklands and Grovelands 
have exercised councillors for months. Issues of drainage, access, 
parking, property design and open spaces are all up for discussion, 
with continually moving goal posts from Central Government, 
Teignbridge Council and the developers themselves. 
Volunteers: An Annual Report would not be complete without 
mention of the Chudleigh Volunteers. From litter picking, to  
hedging and lane clearing, from orchard pruning to leat and drain 
clearing. From planting natural species of flowers and bulbs and 
from grass clearing and play equipment cleaning. We thank and 
salute you all. 
Chudleigh.  What a great place to live with something for   
everyone! 

Mike Underwood – Chair of Council and Mayor 
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Town Council Annual Report Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 
Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website 

mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Tuesday 17th 
SEARCH: Community Fridge 
meeting, Town Hall, 11am,  

details page 10. 
Wednesday 18th 

Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

Thursday 19th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 

details page 11. 
Friday 20th 

Chudleigh Baptists: Garden 
Club, No 1 The Square, 
9.30am , details page 6. 

Bishop Lacy: Wally loses his 
dreads for charity, plus live 
music, 6.30pm onwards, details 
page 9. 
Amenity Society: Peter Jackson 

with Liquid Natural Gas ,   
Woodway Room, 7.30pm,  
details page 3. 

Saturday 21st 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Youth Centre Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am, details 
page 3. 

Scouts: Royal Cream Tea, 
Woodway Room, 3pm, details 
page 11.  
Messy Church: Parish Church, 
3.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Street Food Night: Town Hall, 
4.30pm onwards, details page 
10. 
Con Club: Alternative Eurovision 
Song Concert for Charity, Con 

Club, 8pm, details page 8. 
Sunday 22nd 

Chudleigh Baptists: Board 
Games Night, No 1 The Square,  
6pm to 9pm. 

Monday 23rd 
Youth Centre: AGM, Sports 
Hall at Youth Centre, 7.30pm, 
details page 3. 

Wednesday 25th 

Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 
Rowcroft: Pants on Head Day, 
details page 9. 

Thursday 26th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 

details page 11. 
Friday 27th 

Chudleigh Baptists: Garden 

Club, No 1 The Square, 
9.30am , details page 6. 

Saturday 28th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Basics Devon Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Swimming Pool: Opens for the 
season, Pr imary School , 

2.30pm, details page 4. 
Twinning Associated: Annual 
Qu iz ,  Woodway Room, 
7.30pm, details page 8. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 

The Square, by appointment,  
details page 11. 

Monday 30th 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date 
for May issue. 

Wednesday 2nd 
Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

WI: Annual General Meeting, 
Rest Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 3rd 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 

APRIL 

On The Beat  
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 
        PC Jon Croft (15661) 

Contact Details:  website 

Emergencies: 999         

General enquiries: 101 

There were a total of seven crimes recorded for 

Chudleigh during the last reporting period,    
broken down as follows:  

Domestic incidents (3): The relevant partner 
agencies have been informed and safeguarding 
for the victims is in place. 

Blackmail: A sum of money was demanded via 
Facebook with a threat to disclose personal   
information if the money was not paid. The   
offender has been identified but the victim does 
not want any further police involvement at this 
time.  

Theft from a motor vehicle: A mobile phone 
charger was taken from a secure, unattended 
vehicle. There are no suspects or witnesses. A 
Devon Alert was passed to local residents. 

Common Assault: 2 young persons who do not 
like one another had an altercation resulting in a 
hot drink being thrown. Neither want to make a 
formal complaint.  

Theft, Dwelling: A family member stole items 
of jewellery from the home address to sell on 

eBay. Words of advice were passed as the family 
did not want a criminal investigation. 

 Out and About     

Jon and I have been paying attention to the    
following issues in Chudleigh over the last 
month: 

• Parking on pavements and junctions in    
certain areas of Chudleigh, including     
Chudleigh Knighton. Warning notices have 
been placed on several vehicles parked on      
pavements.  

• Patrolling the play parks and the school 
grounds due to the Easter holidays. 

• Anti-poaching patrols.  

 

Jon has moved to a new role within Devon and 
Cornwall police and he has been replaced by PC 
14970 Martin Beck. Martin will be covering both 
Chudleigh and the Teign Valley along with his 
own area of Exminster and Rural.  

Mark Easton PCSO 30315 

Martin Beck PC 14970 

Citizens Advice Bureau: No 
1  T h e  S q u a r e ,  b y            

appointment, details page 
11. 

Friday 4th 
Chudleigh Baptists: Garden 
Club, No 1 The Square, 

9.30am , details page 6. 
History Group: David Stone 
with Exploring Dartmoor  
during the Age of the Black 
Death, Woodway Room, 

7.30pm. 
Saturday 5th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  
to 1pm. 

Chudfest Coffee Morning:  
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Town Council: Surgery, Town 
Hall, 10am to noon. 
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 

session, allotments, 10am,   
details page 3. 
Youth Centre: Come Dine 
With Me, details page 3. 

Sunday 6th 

Red Earth Opera: Concert,  
Parish Church, 7.30pm,    
details page 5. 

Tuesday 8th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  

C o n t a c t  P h i l  o n 

07702418458 for details. 
Wednesday 9th 

Lunch Club: Rest Centre, 
12.30pm, details page 4. 

Thursday 10th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 

1pm. 
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1 
The Square, by appointment, 
details page 11. 
Carnival Committee: Bingo, 

Town Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm, 
details page 12. 

Friday 11th 
Chudleigh Baptists: Garden 
Club, No 1 The Square, 

9.30am , details page 6. 
Film Society: A United Kingdom 
(12A), Woodway Room, 
7.15pm for 8pm, details page 
3. 

Saturday 12th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
CADS Coffee    Morning:  Rest 

Centre, 10am. 
Monday 14th 

Town Council:  Full meeting, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Tuesday 15th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: April issue 
due out.  

Monthly session, 
 

Con Club, 

MAY 

http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

