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A huge thank 

you to this 

month’s      

sponsors: 

The Cridford 

Inn;  

Jane Hodgson 

and  

Webselect 

 

Uproar Over Camper Van Ban 

Tempers flared at this month’s Town Council 

meeting on 3rd April and a member of the public 

accused Councillor Douglas Hellier Laing of lying. 

A discussion was in progress over the 

deeply unpopular move by Teignbridge District 

Council to ban camper vans and other motor 

homes from the Car Park.  

For the past seven years, owners have been 

able to purchase a permit —the current cost of 

which is £210 per annum—and a number of these 

vehicles have been parked in the area behind the 

library; this is an area which is rarely used by car     

owners. 

On 17th March, the owners were given 

fourteen days notice to remove the vehicles to “an 

appropriate and licensed storage facility.” Grounds 

for the move included the size and the weight of 

the vehicles. An offer by at least one owner to 

double the amount he paid was rejected. 

In his monthly report for March, Councillor 

Hellier Laing, who is Portfolio Holder for      

Economy, Skills, Tourism & Regeneration, made 

the following comment: There are also   concerns 

at the number of spaces occupied by camper vans 

that seem to be semi-permanently stored, which 

was not the intention when they were granted  

permits. I shall be talking with the relevant officers 

to see how this can be best managed. 

When the move by TDC was raised at the 

Town Council meeting, Councillors and members 

of the public were told that the complaint related to 

a car park outside Chudleigh, but that the same 

rules had to be applied across the region. The logic 

of this was challenged on the basis that other   

aspects, including charging times and parking costs 

are not the same in all car parks. 

In a town where parking is a subject that 

raises emotions from irritation through to down-

right rage, the move is seen by many as            

nonsensical. There is already a line of these vehi-

cles between Colway Lane and Millstream 

Meadow. And discussions on Facebook in the past 

week have shown people’s unhappiness as yet 

more camper vans are being parked on the road 

instead of out of the way.  

And on top of all the other arguments, this 

move represents a loss of revenue to TDC,       

estimated to be more than £3000 per year. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, the 

Council agreed to send a list of queries and      

concerns regarding the decision by TDC to      

withdraw parking permits from some owners of 

camper vans to the Car Park Review Group at 

TDC. So watch this space! 
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From the Editor  

The banning of camper vans 

from the car park seems petty 

and counter-productive. We 

have enough parking issues as 

it is, especially around Lawn 

Drive in term-time. To see 

camper vans appearing in the 

lay-bys is unsurprising but none 

the less unwelcome. 

Our car park is full only 

two or three days per year. The 

rest of the time, the rear section 

has been pretty clear, apart 

from the camper vans. Vehicles 

for which the owners had       

purchased parking permits.  

So we have more  

crowding on the streets and less 

income for the district. Will this 

shortfall lead to a reduction in 

services (again) or increased 

charges for everyone? 

This is another case of a 

council forgetting that it serves 

Friends of   
Chudleigh Library 
from Chairman, Douglas Neely 

If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh     

Library, please contact Librarian, Jill Hughes on 01626 852469  

or Chairman,  Douglas Neely  on 01626 853456. 

We held perhaps our most popular event yet in April when a sell 

out audience (with a few extra squeezed in) listened to Derek 

Gore give an illustrated talk on the Roman excavations currently 

taking place in Ipplepen, proving that the Romans did in fact 

travel farther west than Exeter.  

Derek, a lecturer at Exeter University, gave a detailed 

account of the discoveries so far and what they mean, then      

informed us on what the future holds for the Dig now that the land 

on which it is taking place has changed ownership. His           

informative talk was followed by a lively question and answer 

session enjoyed by everyone.  

On a sadder note, we are having to discontinue our      

Saturday Morning story time sessions due to a lack of demand. 

The last session took place on April 8th. Many thanks to Alison, 

Cath, Fiona and Sally for their efforts over the last couple of 

years.  

Finally we will be holding our first meeting of the year on 

May 23rd starting at 6.30pm. At the meeting we will be          

discussing ideas of what other activities we should be undertaking 

and any spending ideas that members may have. Hopefully as 

many members as possible will attend and of course new      

members are very welcome. 

us; not the other way around. 

And  speak ing  o f     

councils, don’t forget the 

Devon County Council election 

on Thursday 4th May. Many 

people don’t bother to vote, 

especially in local elections. 

But it’s our local Councillors 

who most directly affect the 

services we need and pay for. If 

we don’t vote, we don’t have 

the right to complain if we 

don’t get the result we hoped 

for. 

But before the election, 

there’s another date for your 

diary: Saturday 22nd April is 

our chance to have our say on 

the major issues being        

c o n s i d e r ed  u n d er  t h e        

Chudleigh Neighbourhood 

Development Plan. 

Finally, TDC has a new 

website going live next week. I 

will be reviewing it in a future 

issue of CP. 

Happy Easter 

Kate 

Copy date 30th April for the May issue. Reserve your space in   

advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611. The 

editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. 

Views expressed in CP are not  necessarily those of the editor. 

Calorie-Free Easter Gifts  

for the reader in your life... 

 

01626 854611                                                                                                      
www.elizabethducie.co.uk 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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The Children’s Voice 
With Guest Editor Katy-Grace Seager 

It’s Easter time! It is now the month of eggs, bunnies and lots 

and lots of CHOCOLATE!!! And maybe just a bit more too... 

Introduction to the Easter Special 

The Miracle! by Katy-Grace 

The Easter egg, the bunny...all that we think about when this 

month comes. But take a few seconds to remember what Easter 

is really about.  

“It’s a miracle” cried the people of Jerusalem as the 

amazing news spread over the land. It had happened. The dead 

man was alive. In a new form. 

Easter should be a time to be thankful for what we have: 

family, money, everything that is 

special to us. It’s not all about 

chocolate and sweets. This day is 

truly about the amazing event 

that happened on a very special 

Sunday: known as Easter Sunday. 

This was when the Messiah 

(Jesus) rose from his tomb, which 

was near a large but lonely hillside 

on the outskirts of Jerusalem. To 

some this doesn’t sound that  

awesome, but to   others it truly 

is. 

I hope this has reminded 

you what Easter is about. 

Epic Easter Eggs by Eliza 

Easter eggs are very popular in the UK, but not all religions 

have them, and some Easter eggs aren’t chocolate... 

 

Chocolate Easter Eggs 

Chocolate Easter eggs are very delicious and are known 

to be delivered by the Easter Bunny, Children stay up all night 

waiting for their exciting Easter egg hunt in the morning. But 

what happens in Russia? 

 

Peter Carl Fabergé 

Every Easter, from 1885 to 1916, 

Peter Carl Fabergé, a famous Russian      

jeweller, created jewelled Easter eggs for 

the Russian Imperial family. They were very 

intricate and often opened to reveal other 

treasures inside. 

 

 

Hopefully, now 

you know a bit 

more about Easter eggs and how 

some are very special, like          

Fabergé’s. 

 

Many people know how scary it is to move school, but what 

about moving countries or starting a new civilization. This     

wonderful tale tells the story of a young girl travelling to     

another world: The New World. 
 

Patience Whipple, an English girl, keeps her adventurous 

secrets locked up in her diary; this book. It holds many secrets 

all waiting to be found when you flip through the pages. 

Based in 1620, this tells 

the story of a girl who has to move 

to America for her religion. She 

gets troubled by illnesses, feels 

sad for the dead, but always looks 

forward to the future. With many 

ups and downs, this story is so 

imaginative. When I first took this 

book off the shelf, I didn’t know 

what to expect, but this book 

really sucked me in. 

If you love an adventure, 

then this is the book for you. 

Book Review: Mayflower  Diary by Katy-Grace 

Bountiful Bunny by Izzy 

He creeps through the forest and creeps through your house; 

even though he’s big and fluffy, he sounds like a mouse! 

In legend, the Easter Bunny is known to bring coloured 

eggs in a basket to children’s houses in the night and sometimes 

candy or toys. This amazing creature delivers to every child in 

the world in one night! 

The Easter Bunny brings along 

a magical basket that refills 

with eggs every time he runs 

out. 

You can find Easter eggs in 

extraordinary places: Katy-

Grace finds some in her    

garage and I find some in my 

bathroom! That’s how good 

the Easter Bunny is at hiding. 

Enjoy eating your Easter eggs! 

 



Following our AGM on 17th March, our officers remain the 

same: Andrew Turnbull, Chairman; Douglas Hellier Laing, Vice 

Chairman; David Williams, Hon. Secretary; and Bernard Groves, 

Hon Treasurer. Our committee has changed slightly with Anne 

Chinneck and Tony Woodville reluctantly resigning but however 

continuing to contribute to the Society’s activities. 

Following the AGM, Ian Biles from Maritime Services 

International regaled us with the saga Footsteps of the Yavari. In 

1861, the Peruvian Government commissioned the James Watt 

Foundry in Birmingham to build two ships, one being  the Yavari, 

to be delivered to Lake Titicaca, the highest navigable lake in the 

world. James Watt subcontracted the work to the Thames        

Ironwork and Ship Building Company in West Ham but there 

were snags. Transport from Arica on the coast to Puno on Lake 

Titicaca could only be undertaken by mules climbing some 3812m 

and travelling a distance of around 350km along rough tracks and 

in terrain where maps were virtually nonexistent. The maximum 

load per mule was around 400 lbs so the ship had to be disassem-

bled into 276 separate lots and then reassembled on   arrival. It 

took them six years, and they were hampered by altitude sickness, 

earthquakes, a peasant revolt, threats of invasion, and an engineer 

dying. The Yavari was eventually launched in 1870 and ran on 

llama dung, an excellent fuel but bulky. In 1890, the ship was 

extended to enable more dung to be carried so increasing its range 

and in 1914, a new Swedish bolinder hot bulb diesel engine was 

installed. 

 The ship was finally abandoned in 1975 but was          

purchased in 1982 by Meriel Larken, a descendant of Sir Alfred 

Yarrow, a well-known ship builder of the nineteenth century. She 

resolved to renovate it and convert it into a passenger ship and this 

is when our speaker’s company became involved.  They provided 

the documentation to enable work to proceed and to ensure that 

the ship could be registered as sea worthy. In 1999, Ian agreed to 

join in a trek that attempted to follow the journey covered by the    

pioneers. He failed as his group lost their way but in 2015 tried 

again and succeeded with the invaluable help of local shepherds. 

He also became involved in the tie up between the Yavari charity 

and the West Ham Community Trust. The Trust is associated with 

West Ham United Football Club that started life as the football 

club for Thames Ironworks. Twelve disadvantaged youngsters 

have travelled up the same trek that Ian took and it is hoped that 

more will follow in 2018. 

Our next talk, Genetically modified crops, on 21st April 

will be given by Mark McNair who will be discussing whether it 

is an ancient science or a modern anxiety. Perhaps both!  

In  the next few weeks you should see lots of photographic     

activity in Chudleigh. CADAS intends to photograph the fronts of 

all buildings in the Conservation Area. These will form the basis 

of an exhibition that is to be shown in the Church during Chudfest  

and will also be available for use by Teignbridge District      

Council’s Planning and Conservation Officers. 

Amenity Society News 
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Frances Daysh: Treasurer, dayshfrances5@hotmail.com, 853173 

Lyn Paris : everything else, lyn.paris@outlook.com, 852090 

Chudleigh  
Rotters Update 

A full complement of members turned up on site for April’s 

work party. The fabulous weather encouraged us to move 

compost from one bay to another in order to aerate and fully 

mix the contents ready to sieve in May. All was looking good 

as we took a coffee break to chat and review our morning so 

far. We finished off with a tidy up around the site before we 

went on our way.   

Members should now have their allocated dates for 

the 2017 season and a reminder will also be sent prior to each 

session. We encourage anyone who may be interested in 

joining us; we meet on the 1st Saturday of the month at 

Tower Hill Allotment Site between 10am and noon.      

Members can drop off sorted garden waste and purchase 

mulch and compost produced in the community, giving the 

opportunity to dispose locally rather than having to travel to 

the recycling centre.  Do make contact should you want to 

find out a little more about Chudleigh Rotters or pop up and 

see what you think.  

Come and see our final screening for the 

2016/17 Season which is the historical 

drama, Suffragette (Cert 12A; 106 min; 

2015) starring Carey Mulligan, Helena  

Bonham Carter and Meryl Streep 

(Emmeline Pankhurst) The film centres 

around a group of mainly fictional women 

and their fight for votes for women. 

 Screening takes place on Friday 

12th  May in The Woodway Room,     

Chudleigh Town Hall (entrance in      

Woodway St). Doors open at 7.15pm;   

refreshments for sale and screening at 8pm 

 Admission £6 on the door; enquiries 01626 852239. Our 

2017/18 programme & membership leaflet will also be available in 

readiness  for the next season’s screening on 8th September 2017. 

Alternatively, see full membership/contact details at 

www.chudleighfilmsociety.org. 

Chudleigh Film Society 

http://www.chudleighfilmsociety.org
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We’ve got fantastic volunteers manning the swimming pool and kiosk, 

which is being revamped for the coming season, and  Chudleigh          

Community Project has been served well by volunteers since the          

beginning, nearly thirty years ago. 

BUT we do need the committee members to keep things going, and 

we are now in very great need of people to volunteer.   

Our  treasurer is standing down, and it is crucial he is  replaced.  

And soon!  

We also need a hall bookings secretary; someone to liaise with 

hirers of the community school hall, which we also run.   

Both roles are vital to the running of the pool and/or hall and     

generally take a few hours a month, sometimes more at peak times,    

sometimes less. 

We have really appreciated what our current treasurer and hall 

booking secretary have done for the last few years. They have definitely 

done their bit!   

Your children may have learned to swim in the pool; you may have 

made use of the hall for sporting activities, or gone to one of our Villages 

in Action events; and you like the idea of  giving something back to the 

Community Project. 

If so, and if you are good at dealing with money and keeping    

financial records, or are a good admin-y sort of person, or indeed would 

like to offer your services in any other way to the Community Project, 

please contact either Paul Reynolds (07920 800802) or Jamie Keyse 

(07584 163621).  Or you can contact us via the e-mail address on the CCP 

website. And thank you. You will be welcomed with open arms! 

A COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY 
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Don’t forget the tallest sunflower       

competition at this year’s Chudfest 

Garden and Produce Show on   

Saturday 2nd September. All    

children are invited to  enter.  

Collect a FREE starter kit 

from the Pet Shop. This kit will 

include some seeds, a pot and   

compost, and instructions on how to grow the sunflowers.  

Green Fingers Alert! 

Chudleigh Bowling Club Open Day 
Saturday 13th May from 1.30 pm  

Tea/coffee and biscuits be available 

Ladies and gentlemen of all ages welcome 

Please wear flat-soled shoes 

Club members will be on hand with sets of bowls to try out 

 

Ladies and men's league and friendly matches played against clubs 

in the local area, plus social events and indoor bowls in the winter. 

 

Phone Graham (363738) or Richard (870685) for more information 

Find us next door to the Cricket Club at Katebrook Sports Centre 
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Chudleigh Diners Club meets on the second Tuesday of 

every month. For details, ring Phil   Curtis on 07702 418458.  

Mr Pesto Recommends 
with Michael McCormick 

We are told to eat at least one portion of oily fish per week.  The 

problem is that most of our fish is either taken from the wild in an 

unsustainable way or farmed, which damages the environment.  

One of the more sustainable products from the sea is shellfish. So 

this month’s article is about two Devon restaurants that serve   

seafood.   

At the beginning of the month we made our way to    

Kingsbridge as my partner in crime was doing a “Meet the       

Author” event at the library. I spent the morning wandering 

around the town and chatting with a chap selling second-hand 

CDs, before heading to the Crabshell Inn for lunch.   

The restaurant has recently been refurbished and the  

downstairs area serves pizza and the like with outside tables    

overlooking the quay for when the weather’s good. The Inn     

advertises itself as child and dog friendly (dogs are confined to the 

downstairs area). They also do takeaway food.   

Upstairs they have a pleasant and busy dinning room with 

a small outside terrace. They have a reasonable children’s menu 

of burgers, pasta, pizza etc. I had the Brixham mussels, which 

were plump and moist and went down well with a side of fries and 

a glass of fizz. Kate had plaice fillets and the healthier sweet  po-

tato fries. The portion size was adequate but looked miniature       

compared to the plates served at the table next to us, burger with 

all the trimmings; and cod and chips. The Crabshell Inn is well 

worth a visit, especially on a sunny day. 

Following the seafood theme, last week we took visitors to 

the Manor Inn at Lower Ashton. This is a venue that always 

pleases with warm and friendly staff and real ales! And in the 

sunshine, it looked wonderful. 

Three of us had the starter of crab Welsh Rarebit. It was a 

first for me; and was delicious and unusual. My main was again 

mussels, this time from the river Teign. Kate had a curry and  

discovered that Madras is quite hot, but nevertheless, very tasty!  

Our friends were impressed with their choices of pork fillet and 

mussels. A nice touch was the single scoop of ice-cream on offer 

as dessert.  As our guests live in London, they also commented on 

how low the prices are; a different world. 

In my opinion we, in the West Country, are lucky to be 

surrounded by some terrific food producers and I always try to 

seek out local produce: meat, seafood, vegetables and dairy  

whenever possible, whether eating out or cooking at home. 
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“I’m happy and settling in, 

but I’m still an incomer. I 

haven’t really worked out 

what makes Chudleigh tick 

yet,” 

Eleanor Moffat t ,  

together with husband Ed and 

their three sons, has recently 

moved to Chudleigh from 

Yeoford, near Crediton, to 

take up the role of Pastor to 

t h e  t h r i v i n g  B ap t i s t         

community of around sixty 

adults and children. Life is 

hugely busy at the moment, 

with work and family, but 

she agreed to take the time to 

talk to CP and tell us how 

she’s getting on. 

She is doing a lot of 

listening at the moment, both 

inside and outside the church. 

“If the church has a role to 

play, I need to find out what that is.” 

Eleanor was born in Minehead. After studying French and 

Spanish to degree level and a gap year in Zimbabwe, she worked 

at Lancaster University for a while. “But as a South West girl, I 

needed to come home.” Posts at University of Exeter followed, 

organising student exchange visits and working in the Education 

Department of St Luke’s Campus before training for three years at 

Bristol Baptist College.  

She has known since she was a teenager that she had a 

religious role to play, but was unsure whether it would be a      

missionary or leadership one. And like many Christians, she has 

moved around over the years. She was brought up a Baptist,    

worshipped as an Anglican at university and for 15 years attended 

the Crediton Congregational Church. “It’s all one church,” she 

says, “but I obviously needed to choose before I started training.” 

The main differences with Baptists are in governance and baptism. 

Each church is an autonomous community, financially              

self-sufficient and with no formal hierarchy outside the local 

church; decisions are made by all the members. They practice  

full-immersion baptism, using the Chudleigh pool during the   

summer.  

But like many autonomous groups, they find strength and 

support in voluntary association with others. The South West  

Baptist Association has a team that identifies vacant posts and 

potential candidates.  

Why, I ask her, had she chosen Chudleigh for her first  

Ministry? “It was the first one suggested,” she tells me with a 

laugh. But she goes on to say that, when she came to meet the 

members of the church, they got on and had fun. “We were on the 

same wavelength.”  

As well as leading the worship on Sundays, Eleanor helps 

every week in the primary school, where the kids call her         

Reverend Eleanor; and also participates in occasional joint       

services with the Parish Church.  

Thanks for chatting, Eleanor, and welcome to Chudleigh. 

If Eleanor Moffatt was a car, 

she would be a pick-up jeep: 

“because it can go off road, 

can help out and there’s     

always room for one more.”  

Not a bad answer for the 

town’s new Baptist Minister.  

Doing A Lot of Listening: Chudleigh’s New Baptist Minister, Eleanor Moffatt, 

Talks to Chudleigh Phoenix 

On Wednesday 19th April, the CO-OP food store 

in Chudleigh will be holding an event to celebrate 

a pay out to local charities that comes from     

members’ donations. 

For the past year, every time a CO-OP member bought 

own brand products and swiped their card, 1% of the purchase 

price has been saved; and this month, the collective total will be 

paid out to three local good causes: Chudleigh Pre-School,   

Chudleigh Youth Centre and the Chudleigh Community Project.  

Each of the organisations stands to receive over £2000 to 

help towards their own projects. 

The "1%" payout is 

an ongoing collaboration 

and this will be the first 

payout for all CO-OPs 

across the UK. 

 Store Manager 

Matt Hooper and his team 

will be presenting the   

donations at a community 

event, starting at 1.30pm 

on Wednesday 19th April. 

  

Co-op Pays Out 1% 

Devon County Council is reminding 

people to take part in elections on    

Thursday 4th May. County Council    

elections in England take place every four 

years, and this year 60 seats in Devon are 

up for grabs.  

Every vote matters. Don’t forget to use yours. 

Don’t Forget to Vote 

If I Was A Car... 
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In Part One, Pete gave an overview of some of the plants that can 

be used to encourage butterflies and other wildlife into our      

gardens. This time, he uses a friend’s garden to illustrate his 

points. 

Last autumn a friend of mine, Barbara, moved into a new house 

in our town. She has kept a very productive allotment in the past 

that has also incorporated plants specially for wildlife but now, 

with her own proper garden, she has started anew growing a    

mixture of cultivated flowers, vegetables and wild plants attractive 

to wildlife. Previous owners had kept a low-maintenance plot with 

formal lawns, gravel pathways and hard standing patio with only a 

few small flower beds at the edges.  

Barbara has allowed her small front and rear lawns to grow 

long. Yellow Hawksbeard flowers and the purple Self-heal are 

dotted around. Ox-eye Daisy is actively encouraged and the     

yellow-flowered common Nipplewort has attracted nectaring 

Whites. Barbara planted a patch of Birdsfoot Trefoil for the    

Common Blue, and was pleased to discover a small second patch 

that was already present. A Ragwort grows in the front lawn which 

when I checked had a Cinnabar dayflying moth larva on it;      

Ragwort is practically its sole foodplant. Ragwort flowers will get 

visits from a wide range of butterflies and is popular with other 

nectaring insects. If you have a paddock for horses next to your 

garden, Ragwort is probably best avoided as it can be poisonous to 

these animals if consumed. But away from horses, even DEFRA 

recognises the importance of Ragwort to nectaring insects (check 

out their website and the Ragwort Code). 

Spreading out from the edge of Barbara’s rear garden path 

are patches of the low-growing Lesser Swinecress which I know is 

used by Small White for egglaying and probably also used by 

Green-veined White which will use most wild cresses according to 

Jeremy Thomas. Lesser Swinecress can sometimes be seen    

growing on poached 

g r o u n d  o r  o n       

kerbsides on streets. 

Barbara has 

allowed Common 

Figwort to grow in 

her   garden, a plant used by the Mullein moth larva (pictured 

right), as a larval foodplant, along with Mulleins [Verbascum] and 

Buddleia.  

Figwort flowers (pictured below) are 

frequently visited by wasps and there 

is also an attractive sawfly larva 

(Figwort Sawfly) that is powdery 

white with black spots on that eats the 

leaves. As with butterfly and moth 

caterpillars, the similar looking sawfly 

larvae are a natural food for birds and 

other creatures.  

The front garden has Red Valerian, a 

good all-round nectar plant often used 

by Hummingbird Hawk moth as well 

as numbers of butterflies. Lavender 

and Scabious are present—two good   

nectar plants—and Barbara also grows 

Nasturtium which Large and Small 

White will happily lay their eggs on. 

Borage plants which are scattered 

about are popular eating for the larvae of the attractive Scarlet 

Tiger dayflying moth if present—they have happily eaten it in 

mine. Bees love to visit Borage flowers too. 

I was impressed that Barbara was keen to see what came up 

in her garden and wanted to find out the worth of these plants for 

wildlife rather than eliminate everything for a fresh start. Good 

wildlife gardens have the best of both worlds with a winning mix 

of wild flowers and cultivars, rich with nectar plants and          

incorporating caterpillar foodplants to assist our butterflies and 

moths. In addition gardens can offer warmth and shelter.  

Years ago the Devon branch of Butterfly Conservation had 

a field visit in the summer to Gavin Haig’s wildlife garden,      

Spillifords, at Lower Washfield near Tiverton, and on that day 

eighteen species of butterfly were seen—more than for any other 

event in the field programme that year. 

 

Having read this fascinating article, I promise to try to be pleased 

when the caterpillars eat my nasturtium leaves again this year!  

Ed. 

Upping Our Game In The Garden for the sake of butterflies and other     

wildlife: Part Two of an article by Chudleigh resident Pete Hurst 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
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Can we tempt you to our very special summer concert in  

Chudleigh Parish Church  on Saturday 17th June at 7.30pm?  

Under the baton of our new and talented young conductor, Tim 

Pithers, the Dunsford Singers will be performing a range of  

traditional and contemporary choral pieces to soothe the soul 

and  transport you to another plane of existence!  

The concert features Gabriel Faure's exquisite Requiem   

(with organ, string ensemble and soloists) and a full supporting 

programme includes the serene Cantique de Jean Racine as well 

as Northern Lights, a delicate yet intense piece by the modern 

Norwegian composer, Ola Gjielo. 

Please join us for what promises to be an evening of 

beautiful music in aid of Rowcroft Hospice, Torquay, and    

Hospice Care, Exeter. 

Tickets, priced £7 (£4 under-16s) are available on the 

door; from Dandelion, Fore Street, Chudleigh; from Jane  on 

01647 252519; or Jan on 01647 252368.   

DUNSFORD SINGERS:              
A Teign Valley Choir  

 In the past month, I had the pleasure of attending two great    

concerts, both held in our own Parish Church. 

On 18th March, Red Earth Opera returned with Another 

Night at the Opera, a selection of favourite arias. Regular soloists 

Laura Curry and Iryna Ilnyiska were on their usual fine form. 

They were joined by newcomer Michael Lam, a tiny figure with a 

huge baritone voice. We’re going to hear much more of him in the 

future, I suspect. The chorus was, as ever, small but perfectly 

formed and it was great to hear them reprise the opening chorus 

from last season’s Cavalleria Rusticana. The orchestra, likewise, 

gave us the Intermezzo from the same opera. Well done to Jane 

Anderson-Brown on putting on yet another great evening. 

Choir 86 was making its first appearance in the church 

when they presented a mixed programme Alleluia to Zadok on 7th 

April. The thirty-strong choir from Kingsteignton performed  

Rutter’s Requiem in the first half and the eponymous A to Z (well 

5 of the 26 letters) in the second half. Soloists were drawn from 

the choir, as were the accompanists, and Musical Director Rosie 

Penny did a great job pulling it all together. There were some 

definite ‘goose-bump’ moments, especially in the Rutter and in 

Lloyd Webber’s Pie Jesu. It was such a pity that Chudleigh only 

managed to deliver a tiny audience to appreciate all their work. 

Concert Reviews by Kate McCormick 
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Town Hall News: featuring items 

from CTC not covered elsewhere in CP 

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, 

Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; Chudleigh Town Council website 

           

Changes at the Town Hall 

Paula Johans has left and Amii Shelley has been promoted to   

Assistant Clerk with responsibility for accounting, allotments and 

cemetery matters. An administrative officer/receptionist is       

currently being recruited.  

Age and woodworm have taken their toll on the wooden 

staircase leading from the lobby of the Woodway Room to the 

balcony. It will be replaced during the spring half-term. 

 

Millstream Meadow  

On 26th and 27th April, Devon Tarmasters will be refurbishing 

all the paths. The work is part-funded by Invest in Devon. Soon 

after, the timber footbridge will be cleaned, the first time this has 

been done since it was installed.   

Later in the summer, adult exercise equipment will       

hopefully be installed in the area between the play-park and skate 

park. Designs and quotations are currently under consideration. 

 

Chudleigh Cemetery 

The Town Council recently decided to set aside an area of the 

cemetery for green or natural, burials, which are becoming       

increasingly popular. They involve a much shallower burial depth 

of one metre and the use of biodegradable coffins or shrouds rather 

than traditional wood. An area has been set aside at the top right 

hand side of the cemetery. Fencing off the spoil heap and hut was 

completed earlier this month. Planting of hedging to differentiate 

the area from the rest of the cemetery will take place in the      

autumn.  

 

Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project 

Last year the Town Council volunteered to become a host centre 

for this project, which involves surveying the number of bats of all 

species in various areas. This gives a better idea of population size 

and the areas that are important for foraging. Being a host centre 

involves holding a bat detector which is loaned out to members of 

the public who are interested in monitoring bat numbers in their 

local area. To find out more and book a detector please go online 

at devonbatproject.org/devon-bat-survey. 

The project has also provided a grant of £2,000 to create a 

bat friendly garden at the corner of Rock Road opposite Glen 

Spray and the entrance to the rock footpath. The area will be 

planted with fragrant and insect friendly perennials, some climbing 

up trellis. There will be a curved metre-wide strip with an ornate 

bench at the centre. The garden will be open to everyone. This 

project will take a while to develop but should be up and running 

over the next year.   

 

 

 

Great news for recycling food waste 

 From 1st April 2017 residents can use any of the following to line 

waste food containers: 

 supermarket carrier bags 

small pedal bin liners 

bread bags 

small amounts of newspaper 

compostable liners 

It is believe that this will make it even easier to recycle food waste 

whilst keeping containers clean. 

 From April, food waste will be taken to a different facility 

where they are able to remove plastic bags during the recycling 

process and use them to generate power. The Anaerobic Digester 

in Holsworthy will convert food waste into electricity, and the 

liquid fertiliser that is also produced ensures that essential        

nutrients are returned to the land.  

Compostable liners will still be accepted however,     

Teignbridge Council will no longer be supplying approved liners 

to local stockists for resale.  

More essential information about the waste and recycling 

service will be inside the annual recycling guide and calendar that 

is being delivered to all households this month.  In the meantime, 

for more details about the weekly food waste collection service 

visit https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/foodwaste. 

TDC Launches New   
Website 

Teignbridge District Council will launch its new 

website week commencing Monday 17th April.  

A notice in the Members’ Newsletter of 6th April states: 

This website contributes to a key commitment in our Council 

Strategy by enabling you to access key services online, anytime, 

anywhere. It has also saved taxpayers approximately £9,000 a 

year because we have moved to a new content management   

system, the same as our Strata Council partners East Devon and 

Exeter. Every piece of information on the old site has either been 

rewritten or scrapped—this means the content that has been left 

is easier to find and more understandable. Pages are broken 

down into chapters with quick-hit ‘start’ buttons for reporting, 

applying or paying for things. Work will take place over the 

Easter bank holiday weekend to facilitate smoothest possible 

transition at a time when web traffic is very low. The switchover 

should be ‘instantaneous’, but the Easter break will give Strata 

developers time to fix areas where things haven’t gone too 

smoothly. 

Anyone who has saved a TDC page in their browser or 

‘bookmarked’ it in their favourites may need to update the link. 

And making payments over the coming weekend might be     

difficult if the site is down. Any problems with the new site can 

be reported using  feedback forms on each page. 

 

mailto:Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.chudleigh-tc.gov.uk/
devonbatproject.org/devon-bat-survey
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/foodwaste
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What’s On In Chudleigh 

Tuesday 18th 
CADS: Auditions, Rest Centre, 
7.30pm, details page 10. 

Wednesday 19th 
Co-op Food Store: Charity do-
nations, 1.30pm, details page 
8. 

Thursday 20th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 21st 
Amenity Society:  Mark 

Macnair with   Genetically  
Modified Crops, Woodway 
Room, 7.30pm. 

Saturday 22nd 
Weekly Produce Market:    

Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 
Scrambled Legs Coffee    
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am., 
details page 6. 

Scouts: Table Top Sale, Scouts 
HQ, 10am, details on poster 
(right). 
Our Chudleigh: NDP public 
exhibition, Town Hall, noon to 

4pm,    details page 1. 
Street Food Night: Town Hall, 
4pm onwards, details page 7. 
Scrambled Legs: Bingo, Town 
Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm, details 

page 6. 
Sunday 23rd 

St George’s Day Service:           
Parish Church, 10.30am. 

Monday 24th 

Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:  
Outing to Castle Drogo. 
Youth Centre: AGM, Youth 
Centre, 7.30pm. 

Thursday 27th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 28th 
Town Annual Meeting: Town 

Hall, 7pm. 
Saturday 29th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

Football Club Coffee  Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Community Project: Swimming 
Pool opens for season, 2pm, 
details page 5. 

Sunday 30th 
Woodland Grove: Open    
Garden, 2pm, details page 9. 
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date 
for May issue. 

Wednesday 3rd 

WI: Annual General Meeting, 
Rest Centre, 7.30pm.  

Thursday 4th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am  to 

1pm. 
DCC Election: Voting, Town 
Hall, 7am to 10pm. 

Friday 5th 
Con Club: Open Mic, 7pm, 

details page 5. 
History Group: Norman   
Maudsley with Great Wall of 
China, Xi’an and the Terracotta 
Warriors, Woodway Room, 

7.30pm. 
Saturday 6th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 
1pm. 

Carnival Coffee Morning:  Rest 
Centre, 10am. 
Town Council: Surgery, Town 
Hall, 10am to noon. 
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly 

working party, 10am, details 
page 4. 

Monday 8th 
Town Council: Full Meeting, 
Town Hall, 7pm. 

Tuesday 9th 
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:  
Contact Phil on 07702418458 
for details. 

Thursday 11th 

Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to 
1pm. 

Friday 12th 
Chudleigh Film Society:     

Suffragette (Cert 12A), 7.15pm 
for 8pm, details page 4. 

Saturday 13th 
Weekly Produce Market:    
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am  to 

1pm. 
Football Club Coffee Morning: 
Rest Centre, 10am. 
Bowling Club: Open Day, 
Sports Centre, 1.30pm, details 

page 6. 
Monday 15th 

Chudleigh Phoenix: May issue 
due out. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

APRIL 

On The Beat  
with PCSO Mark Easton (30315) 

Contact Details:  website;  

Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101 

There were a total of seven crimes recorded for Chudleigh during 

the last reporting period, broken down as follows:  

Theft from shop (3): There were 3 incidents of shoplifting. The 

offenders were captured on the CCTV system. The images have 

been published on the police computer briefing page for possible 

identification. The offenders for 2 crimes have been identified and 

are being dealt with. 

Attempted burglary: An attempt was made to gain entry to a 

house by trying to force a patio door. Due to the design of the door 

the attempt failed. There was slight damage to the frame. There are 

no suspects or witnesses. The neighbourhood team carried out 

house to house in the area and a reassurance visit to the property. 

Criminal damage to motor vehicle (3): All of the vehicles were 

parked secure and unattended. A car was scratched; a motor home 

had the front window and side windows broken; and damage has 

caused to the headlight and the rear of a motor scooter. The owner 

of the motor home disturbed 3 males damaging his vehicle. All 3 

ran off and got into a vehicle with another male driver which then 

drove off. The males were not known and there was no vehicle 

registration number passed. There are no witnesses or suspects to 

the other offences. 

MAY 

http://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

