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Face Covering: Let’s Make It The New Normal
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This

week, we received an email in the CP
office expressing concern regarding the wearing
of face covering in Chudleigh—or rather the lack
thereof.
As with so much associated with the
current situation, the rules are somewhat
confusing.
In England, it is a legal requirement to
wear face covering on public transport and in
hospitals. And Tower Surgery announced last
week that all patients are required to wear a face
covering when visiting the surgery.
Supermarkets have been told they have
the right to impose a similar requirement. And
for small shops, where social distancing is
difficult, if not impossible, it is a WHO
recommendation that everyone should wear face
coverings.
In Scotland, it will be mandatory from
10th July to wear a face covering in all shops.
But it’s not about rules and regulations.
It’s about common sense. All the shops in
Chudleigh are small. Even in the Co-op, it’s very
difficult to avoid getting close to other people.
And wherever staff are coming into contact with
the public for hours on end, the risk to them in
particular, is high.
Despite the easing of restrictions,
Covid-19 hasn’t gone away. In fact, as
holidaymakers clog the roads to the South West,
the risk of a second spike in infections is
growing.
And the simple experiment, illustrated
below, shows just what a difference wearing a
face covering can make.
The community spirit in Chudleigh in
the past four months has been amazing. Let’s
take one extra step to protect ourselves and
others.

Useful websites
telephone numbers

and

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140
or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk

Medical Advice
Government Guidelines
Help and Support for businesses

A huge thank you to our
sponsor, Webselect, for
agreeing to let us move
to weekly distribution for
the duration.

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay
Employees: Short Timeworking
HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559
HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:
03002003822
Helpful information can also be found on the
Devon County Council website by clicking
here.
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From the Editor
The

article on page 1 is unusual for
Chudleigh Phoenix. Most of our reporting
is news-based. Our opinions are normally
restricted to this editorial section. But
discussions over the past few days, plus the
worrying pictures of crowded beaches,
roads and city streets, have made me
realise this is an important issue.
I have to admit I was reluctant to
wear a mask initially. And I’m speaking as
someone who worked for thirty years in the
pharmaceuticals industry and quite
frequently wore a mask for hours on end in
the manufacturing suites. It can be
uncomfortable; it makes me feel selfconscious; and as I’ve been self-isolating
since mid-March, it’s probably not
necessary.
But I’ve come to the conclusion that
short-term discomfort is much better than
the risk, however small, of causing harm to
someone. And the more of us who wear

masks, the more acceptable, the less
embarrassing it will become. The new
normal, in fact; at least for the moment.
***
It’s wonderful to see the shops and
other businesses in Chudleigh gradually
re-opening. The hairdressers have been
especially welcomed by many less than
pristine clients. Along with many other
people, I was disappointed at the lack of
respect shown in Parliament recently
during questions about other sectors of the
beauty and well-being industry. There are
a number of such businesses here in
Chudleigh which contribute to the local
economy. We hope to see them all back in
operation very soon.
All businesses have suffered during
lockdown, but small businesses, of which
we have many in town, especially so. Some
have had to shut down altogether. Others
have changed their business model

significantly in order to keep going and
support the community. Now it’s time for
the community to show its support in
return. If, like Michael and me, you
managed to get all your shopping done
locally during lockdown, without resorting
to the supermarket, why not try to carry on
like that? We’re certainly going to.
***
Finally, a reminder if there’s
someone you’d like to thank for their
support; if someone you know is
celebrating a birthday or other special
event; drop us a line and we’ll publish a
message to them on your behalf.
Or if your business needs a bit of
publicity, just ask. Fees to commercial
businesses are still waived, so do take
advantage of this offer while it lasts.
Until next week, stay safe and
healthy.
Kate

Chudleigh Library Reopens
Chudleigh Library reopens from today, Monday 6th

July. There will be a limit of six borrowers at a time
in the building and everyone will be subject to two
metre social distancing and a one-way system.

Opening hours at the moment will be Mondays,
Wednesdays, Saturdays 10am to noon; and Tuesdays,
Fridays 2pm to 4pm.
We will also be offering a Choose & Collect
service for those who may find that more suitable to
their needs. Just phone 01626 852469 or email during
the opening hours to place your order for books from
our shelves and we will arrange a collection time slot.
I look forward to welcoming you back.
Jill Hughes

Copy date Saturday 11th July for the next issue. Phone us on 01626 854611
or email us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space. Views
expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.
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Chudleigh Notices
Task Force Message Re Shielding

Shielding

guidance to ease for
clinically vulnerable. The government
has announced a two-phased easing of
the shielding restrictions as coronavirus
infection rates continue to fall.
Thousands of clinically vulnerable
Devon residents have been told they
can spend more time outside their
homes and see more people from Monday 6th July. And unless
there’s a significant rise in coronavirus cases, the government has
said they expect to pause the shielding programme on 31st July,
including the delivery of food parcels and medicine.
It is recognised that some vulnerable residents may be
anxious about stepping outside again and adjusting to the changes.
Local support will continue with the Chudleigh Town Council's
Helpline arranging Food Shopping Deliveries and Prescription
Collections through our fantastic team of Chudleigh Community
Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 01626 853140.

This

Chudfest Appeal

week, many of the town’s
residents would have been visiting
the Marquee in the Play Park for the
great variety of events that make up
the Chudfest Summer Spectacular.
Due to Covid-19, this, of course, is
not happening. This is the Tenth
Anniversary
year
and
the
programme was the strongest yet.
But, as well as entertaining
the people of Chudleigh for ten
days, with a wonderfully varied
programme of events, the profits
from these events go towards
Chudleigh’s Christmas lights, the Chudleigh Christmas Lights
cost of which is shared by
(picture: Juliet Herbert)
Chudleigh Town Council and
Chudfest.
The rest of the Chudfest contribution is obtained through
the very popular Variety Show and the Chudfest Christmas Fayre,
where the lights are switched on. The Variety Concert will
definitely not take place and although the Chudfest committee is
hoping to be able to have parts of the Christmas Fayre happening,
it is too early to know what will be allowed. It is anticipated that
even if it goes ahead, the evening may not break even.
The night of the Christmas Fayre and the turning on of the
Christmas Lights is when Chudleigh has its Late Night Shopping.
This is always a very important night for the small retailers in the
town.
Chudleigh Town Council, even though they have been hit
hard financially by Covid-19, have agreed to still contribute their
50%.
Chudfest has to raise their share, which, based on last year,
will be around £2300. To that end, a fund-raising effort is
underway. There is a Just Giving page (or google justgiving and
Chudfest). This is expected to be active until the end of July. But
the page will be taken down as soon as the target is met.
For people who don’t use the internet, you can put your
contribution in an envelope addressed to Chudfest and put it in the
collecting box in the Post Office or through the letterbox at the
Town Hall. Either cash or cheques is acceptable. If it is a cheque,

please make it payable to Chudfest.
In the week since the appeal was opened, £1370 has been
raised, which is 59% of the target. It’s been a miserable year so
far, in many ways, and we could all do with some good news.
Let’s make sure Chudleigh is lit up this December.

Neighbourhood Watch

We have had to put up with scammers for

some time now. But since the Covid-9 crisis
they have had a field day and have pocketed
millions of pounds. There are so many at the
moment but to mention a couple:
There is the TEST and TRACE Scam.
They are calling, purporting to be from the
NHS, advising that you are required to have a
test, then they request your credit card details
for payment for the test. These tests are FREE. The NHS will
never ring up asking for payment.
Secondly, there are individuals cold calling at addresses,
again purporting to be from the NHS or local authority, offering to
spray your house or even your drive to protect from Covid-19
Again, this is a total scam.
As usual the scammers are preying on the elderly and/or
vulnerable. Please share this message; mention it to elderly
neighbours or persons you are aware are not online.
These individuals are very plausible and have no morals
whatsoever. For some victims of such scams it's been a life
changing experience.
Thanks. Stay Safe.
Chris Webb
Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator
chrswebb03@googlemail.com

07968508451

The

Doctors’ Surgeries in Chudleigh

following message was posted on the
Tower Surgery Facebook page on Thursday
2nd July: “All patients attending the surgery
must wear a face covering or face mask before
entering the premises to protect our staff and
other patients. We are unfortunately unable to
provide face masks for our patients. Thank you for supporting us
by following this new guidance.”
A similar requirement is also in place at the five surgeries
of the Channel View Medical Group.

Chudleigh News
Following the absence of Chudleigh
News during the Coronavirus
lockdown, we are pleased to advise
that Chudleigh News will be back
with the August edition. You should
receive your email edition during the
week ending 25th July.
Previous copies of Chudleigh
News can also be found by clicking
here.
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter
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Chudleigh Carnival
Saturday 11th July would have been the start of Carnival Week,

culminating in the Road Race on Friday 17th, Carnival Procession
on 18th and the Fun Run on 19th.
None of that will happen this year. But the organisers are
keen that the week doesn’t pass without some element of fun for
the people of Chudleigh. See below for what they have planned so
far.
For full details and any additions or changes, keep an
eye on the Chudleigh Carnival Facebook page.

Chudleigh Rocks has kindly agreed to provide
stones and run a treasure hunt. Please like their page to join in:
From Monday 13th July, on a daily basis, there will be lots
of stones being hidden around Chudleigh. Search them out and
collect as many as you can. There will be a prize for the person
who has collected the most by Saturday 18th July. The stones will
have Chudleigh Carnival on them so they will be easy to identify
(see examples above right).
This is all new so if you have any questions, please ask
away.

And if anyone is able to help paint all the stones over
the next few days, give Donna Cook a call; she’d be delighted
to hear from you. They need to be finished and handed back to
her by Saturday 11th.
Contact Donna by phone: 07972911053 (or via FB or
WhatsApp.)
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Chudleigh and Teignbridge Notices
Friends of Chudleigh School

We have been a little quiet lately but rest assured we

are still working behind the scenes whilst juggling
work and home schooling. We send a big Hi! to you
all! By way of an update:

•

•

•

Cancer Lifeline South West

Our wonderful friend, Anne Jenkins, has been

selling face masks outside the Town Hall for the
last couple of weeks, raising money for Bags of
Hope for the children in Kenya. In addition, for
every sale she makes, £1 is donated to Cancer
100 Club is still running; one bumper draw left this Lifeline South West. So far she has raised £50
academic year but you can join in September for next for us. We are very grateful both to Anne and to
year's draws;
everyone who has bought a mask.
We’re planning our virtual AGM for September; once we
But the demand for the
have a date we will let you know and would welcome any
face masks has increased and she
support you can give;
is running out of hours in the day
We have taken delivery of the story telling chairs (see to make them. Are there any
below) for the amazing environmental area that has been a sewists in town that might be able
to help? Anne can supply the
labour of love; thank you to @devoncustombuild;
material.
If you can help, contact
Anne via the Bags of Hope
Facebook page. Or contact the CP office (01626 854611) and we
will pass on the message.

TDC Updates

Teignbridge

District Council issued an
update bulletin on Friday 3rd July. Items
covered include: local business support;
providing contact details for test and trace;
play parks reopening; social distancing guidelines; and much
more. It can be accessed by clicking here.

Businesses

•
•

TDC Business Update

can keep up to date on all
Government Covid-19 support schemes via
the GOV Business Support website. As
Preparations are underway to welcome the new parents and many of the support schemes will be
administered through local authorities, we are also keeping our
carers of the 2020-2021 foundation year;
TDC Business Support page up to date as and when further details
Bidding for co-op funding 2020-2021 for school shade has from Government emerge. You can also follow us on Twitter.
been submitted.

Take care and keep washing those hands.

Following

Chudleigh Parish Church

an encouraging start
yesterday (Sunday 5th July) for our
first service back, we are expecting
to hold physical services at 8am and
10.30am from next Sunday, 12th
July onward.
The 8am service will always
be Prayer Book Holy Communion.
The type of service at 10.30am will vary week by week,
starting with Common Worship Holy Communion on 12th.
The 10.30am service will continue to be broadcast live for
those who wish to listen from home and can be accessed from the
church website after the service.
See the church website for updates by clicking here.
Rev Paul Wimsett
Vicar, Chudleigh Parish Church

Discretionary Business Grants

If you know of a local business that needs some financial help but
doesn't qualify under the range of COVID-related support
schemes, you can point them in the direction of our discretionary
grants fund.
For the first tranche of support, the scheme paid out
£668,000 in grants. This leaves £1,328,250 to be allocated in the
second and third tranches.
New applications can still be made via our website. All
new applications must be submitted before 17th July.

Hardship Fund
In association with Devon County Council, we have launched a
Local Hardship Fund to support those whose financial situation
has been affected by the current pandemic and are now out of cash
for basic essentials for their household.
You may be eligible if:

• you run your own business, and cannot currently trade or
your business has been drastically reduced because of the
pandemic;
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Teignbridge and Devon Notices
• your employment situation has changed and your income increased following the significant storm events earlier in the year
and urgent work is required to repair the damage and protect the
no longer covers your essential needs;
foundations of the bridge. It is necessary to undertake these works
• you have lost your job due to the COVID-19 outbreak;
during times of low flow in the Teign, before the winter, and the
works must be completed before 1st October as works in the Teign
• you have still not received expected government funding are not permitted after this date.
(i.e. self-employed);
The repairs works are planned to start on 10th August for a
• you can demonstrate that you do not have accessible period of approximately three weeks. In order to allow access for
plants and materials and to allow the repairs works to be
capital in excess of £500;
undertaken safely it is proposed to close Clay Lane at New Bridge
• you have not received financial assistance from another for the duration of the works. The bridge will also be closed to
pedestrians and cyclists. It is proposed to divert traffic via the A38
source for the same reason.
(between Drumbridges and Chudleigh) and the B3193 Clay Pits
Find out more and apply today via our online application form.
Road.

Business views wanted on local plan
How do we make sure that the planning framework for the coming
Business Growth Hub
decades supports job-creating businesses, modern infrastructure
and a quality skilled labour force?
Consult our website; Email us;
These are just some of the elements set out in the economic
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047
chapter of our local plan, but before the extended consultation
closes on 13th July we'd like to know what you think about the
suggestions for delivering a vibrant local economy?
The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business
Please take part in our consultation and influence plans that
Growth Hub is available now. Full of information about business
will shape the wellbeing and prosperity of generations to come.
support, including the various Covid-19 support schemes, it can be
accessed by clicking here.

Working safely during coronavirus (COVID-19)

Guidance to help employers, employees and the self-employed
understand how to work safely during the coronavirus pandemic.
Devon and Cornwall Police Update
The Government has released 12 guides which cover a The following statement was issued last week, just
range of different types of work.
before restrictions were lifted and the hospitality
Many businesses operate more than one type of workplace, industry reopened:
such as an office, factory and fleet of vehicles. You may need to
use more than one of these guides as you think through what you
We must continue to follow Government advice.
need to do to keep people safe.
Devon & Cornwall Police is preparing for an
influx of visitors this weekend as lockdown
restrictions ease and the hospitality industry reopens.
Public Toilets
But the message to those living and coming to our region is
Our public toilets are open, however
clear—come back safely and respect our communities.
there may be queues outside due to
Throughout the last week there has been reports of a surge
social distancing. Please be patient and
in bookings across hotels, bed and breakfasts and campsites,
respectful to other users as well as those
combined with the re-opening of the day and night time economy
working hard to keep these facilities clean, open and accessible.
on Saturday 4th July.
Devon & Cornwall Police has been anticipating the
demand and planning extensively with partners throughout the
lockdown period for the re-opening of our region.
DCC Update
Chief Constable Shaun Sawyer, “I know that our world
Devon County Council issued two update
class tourism and hospitality industry has been decimated by the
bulletins last week. The first, which came
COVID pandemic and there is a desperate need to welcome
out on Wednesday 1st July, detailed plans
tourists back to our peninsula and islands.
to deal with any localised Covid-19
“But this needs to be done safely and appreciating the fears
outbreaks in Devon. You can access this bulletin by clicking here. our resident communities may have with many thousands of
The second, on Friday 3rd July, includes: economic people coming back to our region—with the health concerns this
recovery plans to build a stronger Devon; phased reopening of may bring.
libraries; and guidance on marriages and civil partnerships. You
“We follow Government advice and guidance as to what is
can access this one by clicking here.
safe, but we would ask all people—whether you are a visitor,
resident or business—to be respectful and begin to enjoy parts of
life none of us has experienced since the end of March.”
Road Closure
Demand on police and other emergency services is
New Bridge on Clay Lane over the River
expected to see a considerable increase from this weekend and for
Teign has suffered damage to the stone
the rest of the summer season—likely to stretch well into
apron that protects its foundations. The
September.
extent of the damage was found to have
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Devon and National Notices
Devon and Cornwall sees the second highest tourism surge
in population, behind London, during the summer months with
demand on policing up by 20 per cent in terms of emergency and
non-emergency calls.
Officers, staff and volunteers will be prioritising this
increased demand according to threat, risk and harm—some less
urgent matters may take longer to attend.
The last week in Devon & Cornwall has seen a number of
incidents of large gatherings, particularly in coastal and waterside
areas, with reports of drink related anti-social behaviour and crime
as a result.
There will be more officers on patrol throughout the region
with greater visibility and reassurance to communities throughout
the summer period.
Chief Constable Sawyer added: “Our licensed and
hospitality industry will re-open on Saturday, but it will be a very
different experience for those going to a pub or restaurant.
“I strongly encourage you to book your visit and you may
be restricted to limited time within an establishment. We want
people to enjoy that experience, but we cannot tolerate scenes like
we have witnessed in Exmouth and on Plymouth’s Barbican in the
last week.
“All people have a duty to drink responsibly, adhere to
social distancing and not fight or commit criminal damage simply
because we are coming out of lockdown. We will take proactive
action against any drink related disorder and would ask people to
think seriously about their actions.
“I wholly welcome a £500,000 investment by the Office of
the Police and Crime Commissioner to give support to 20
locations across the force aimed at reducing drink related
anti-social behaviour—providing elements such as extra street
warden security, public toilets and CCTV monitoring.
“And if you are going to a beach or beauty spot, park
considerately and think about the legacy you may leave. We have
seen many tonnes of rubbish left on coastline and country parks
during the last week which is inexcusable—respect our wonderful
region and take your rubbish away.
“I would also ask you respect the dangers that our
coastline can pose in terms of swimming and surfing in the sea.”
Chief Constable Sawyer said: “I have no doubt we are
going to be challenged by the numbers of vehicles on our road
network this weekend and during the coming weeks—including
abandoned vehicles on our roads. I would ask people drive safely
and do not become a fatal or seriously injured statistic on our
roads.
“If you are coming to Devon, Cornwall, Torbay, Plymouth
or the Isles of Scilly, we welcome you as a responsible citizen, but
please be aware COVID has not gone away.
“Social distancing still needs to be observed and everyone
must play their part to prevent the virus spreading and not bring
more misery upon our communities.
“Play your part and behave in a way that respects our
communities, supports the local economy, but ultimately keep
yourself and others safe.”

Torbay and South Devon NHS Update
Issue 7 in the series of bulletins from

our local NHS was issued on Friday
26th June. It deals with: test and trace
scam; shielding guidance; Exeter’s
Nightingale Hospital; visiting Torbay
hospital; social distancing in the care sector; and more. You can

download the full bulletin from the CP website by clicking here.

Libraries Unlimited

You will have seen on page 2 that Chudleigh

Library is open again from today. You can read
more about the library services, including the
Mobile Library Service and the Home Library
Service in the latest Libraries Unlimited newsletter, which you can
access by clicking here.

From

Dartmoor National Park

last weekend, many Dartmoor
businesses are reopening and ready to give
visitors a warm welcome back. If you're
thinking of visiting, there are some things you
need to 'know before you go'...

• Some attractions and accommodation
providers may still be closed or have a
ticketing system in place. Check
online first or use the Visit Dartmoor website.
• Not all of our facilities are open yet, please check before
you come and try and avoid busy times.
• Know how, what and where you can camp.
• Follow the Ranger Code so Dartmoor stays beautiful, its
special wildlife remains healthy and everyone can continue
to enjoy this amazing place.
• Keep social distancing and bring hand sanitiser in case
there are no hand washing facilities.
#KnowBeforeYouGo #StaySafe

NCVO
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice
and funding news. You can register to receive these
bulletin by clicking here. You can read the latest
bulletin by clicking here.

Employer Support

HM Revenue and Customs issued a bulletin on

Thursday 2nd July with information on filling in
P11Ds. You can access it by clicking here.
A bulletin was also issued on Monday 6th
July, dealing with updates to the Job Retention
Scheme. You can access that one by clicking here.
You can get additional information on Covid-19 business
support on the Government website, by clicking here.
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Chudleigh Businesses
We

Gills Greengrocers

are pleased to announce GILLS
GREENGROCERS will be opening the
doors to the shop from Monday 6th
July. Opening hours are Monday to
Saturday , between 10am and 2pm. The
shop will be operating on a one in, one
out basis and hand sanitiser will be
provided for every customer before
entering the shop. Also our free local
delivery service will still be available
for all our lovely customers.

The Phoenix Chudleigh

The Bishop Lacy

Well, we weren't sure what to expect about

reopening yesterday, but that went really well.
A big thank you to every single one of our
customers, thank you for the support, and
thank you for respecting the new guidelines,
we realise it's not ideal, but it is what it is for
now.
We are opening the bar again
Thursday 9th July from 5pm, as well as
running the full takeaway menu from 5pm to 8pm.
Again, thank you to you all, and we look forward to seeing
you all again Thursday!
#TeamBish #thankyou

The Orchard Café and Garden

We

Pet’s Corner

are currently open from 11am
until 1 pm Monday to Saturday.
For your safety and ours there is
a limit of two customers at a time in
the shop, and card payment is
preferred.
We continue to offer a free homedelivery service—you can call us on
01626 852273 to place and pay for your order (please remember
to leave your number if calling out of hours so that we can call
you back!).
Stay safe everyone
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On A Lighter Note

Chudleigh Businesses
Post Office

We are very excited, as we have a gorgeous

Dartmoor and South Devon Urban Myths

new range of cards in stock, by the very
talented and local artist Emily Kapff. Here’s
just a taster for you…

Thank you for supporting your local Post Office and Businesses
during such a difficult time.

Welcome

Lynne Adgo

your customers back with
effective chalk board writing. For more
examples of my work see my Chalk Talk
Facebook page [or the sign outside The
Sugar Mill, which was made by Lynne. Ed.]

We

and Legends Explorations

are currently thinking of starting a showcase of different
local legends and myths! We all know of the Hairy Hands, but
what local hearsay or myths have you heard!
Any haunted forests? Tragic tales? Paranormal hotspots?
Monsters and other weird creatures? Recent? Old? Cultic rituals
and encounters with the occult? Ghosts and spirits?
Let us know: message our Facebook page as soon as you
can!

For The Book-lovers Out There...
Huxbear Vineyard

We're reopening for socially distanced

vineyard tours from Sunday 5th July!
For more information or to book a tour
consult our website by clicking here or
get in touch by email or phone: 07846
407713.

Hello!!!

Nicole Chapman

I'm a Local Artist currently
selling small A5 paintings for £8, with
local delivery, to raise money to buy a
fancy printer to expand my business.
I love to paint local wildlife and
all animal companions. These will be
watercolour and pencil crayon sketches.
For anything else or if you'd like
to enquire about other pieces I do, feel
free to find me on Facebook and drop
me a message.
Your support means the world.
Thankyou
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On A Lighter Note...
Carole’s Week

How many times have you moved house? Not many people stay

in one home for life, let alone the same town. My husband reckons
he lived in nine houses before we were married & when he was a
child he attended seven schools. Together we’ve had five homes.
We started in a little mews flat in Newton Abbot, then an
open-plan modern house until our second baby was born, when we
moved across town to a big Edwardian semi-detached with plenty
of room for us all. Then a move across town again before our
children left home & we downsized to where we are now. That
sounds plenty to me—all that excitement when you find the house
you want & the angst as you wait to know it is yours before all the
packing up & actual move. Then back to the realisation that you
have what you wanted. Hopefully, I’ll never have to do it again.
All my children have lived abroad. It’s a big deal, packing
your life up & starting again in a new culture with a different
language. I remember watching with my three year old grandson
as all his big toys, swing & slide, were packed into a huge
container with the rest of the family’s furniture & belongings,
ready to be shipped from France to America. What a contrast to
my little life. I’ve moved from Newton Abbot to Kingskerswell to
Chudleigh, not terribly adventurous & I am envious of my children
who have lived and developed careers, abroad. But two out of
three of them are back here & my grandchildren are all in England
& aiming to return to Devon, if not Chudleigh. Your roots are
important but in recent times people have been encouraged to
move around & have an ‘interesting’ cv to impress their new
bosses. I wonder if we are about to see a change in this.
My grand-daughter & her partner are waiting for the
builders on Station Hill to complete the house they were due to
move into in June. They had chosen the one they wanted just
before C-19 descended upon us, so they now have to wait another
six months for it to be completed. This set me thinking about the
leaflet I came across recently among my father’s wartime diaries.
It had been issued to all servicemen as they went back into ‘civy
street’ after the second world war. It showed a plan & description
of the ‘homes for heroes’ that the government promised when they
returned. They could be erected in 48 hours and were intended to
provide a temporary family home for up to ten years, while
permanent homes were built. Amazingly, there are still some of
these left today! I wonder how many of you have seen any of the
150,000 prefabs that were built between 1945 & 1946? In this area
we had prefabricated ‘Cornish Units,’ and there are still some of
these rather handsome houses in Oldway that were updated only a
few years back.
The idea pops up every few years—how can we house
more people more quickly? I was surprised to read that
prefabricated homes were becoming more mainstream. Some, like
the Huf Haus development in Buckinghamshire, are in the luxury
bracket & others, like the modular units erected this summer in
Hackney, are a quick solution for housing the homeless. Both have
strong eco-credentials that are a key driver of demand. Created
with precision engineering in factories and with a low carbon
footprint, less skilled labour required on site and fewer lorry
deliveries, there is an added attraction that there is also less
disruption to neighbours while they are being built.
There are evidently 15,000 modular homes built in the UK
every year. The government is working on a programme with
Japan; IKEA is working with Worthing council to build
affordable, ‘flat-pack’ homes; a factory in Kent is to provide 1,000
homes a year and it has taken Croyden council only 35 weeks to
complete two blocks of flats to house 546 families. A group of
London borough councils plan to spend £40 million on modular

housing units for homeless families and nearer to home,
Dartmouth council is working with a local charity to provide low
rent modular homes on land that the council owns. And that is the
clue to the problem of providing more appropriate housing across
the country—availability of land. As the daughter of a builder &
developer, I find this subject fascinating & I could fill the Phoenix
on this one topic!
Take care & stay safe.
Carole [Smart] x
P.S. I’ve been shopping & can recommend the Co-op at Trago. It’s
very easy to distance yourself from everyone, both in the spacious
car park & the store which has wide aisles.

A unique home.

Farm labourer’s
cottage

21st century homes

In Chudleigh.

Prefabs in the1940s a home for heroes.

Semi - detached
Cornish Units

Huf hauses in Buckingham-

Modular units housing the homeless in
Hackney.
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On A Lighter Note...
14-18 years—with cash prizes in each category of £200, £100 and
£50, plus the chance to be published and to perform your work at
This week’s piece takes us back to the theme of lockdown. This
Exeter Custom House.
view is one that’s been mooted by different people in a number of
We are looking for your inventive story, with a maximum
ways. This is just one of them...
word count of 500 words in the 10-14 year age-category and 250
words in the 14-18 year age-category.
We chose the theme ‘Trading Places’ because it opens up
all sorts of possibilities. It invites us to think about other people’s
lives and to put ourselves in their shoes. It echoes the trading past
of Exeter Custom House on the Quayside where Quay Words is
based. It links to the idea of a place, which might be a landmark
historic building like Exeter Custom House, or might be the front
room of your own home. We hope it frees your imagination to
roam far and wide, exploring possibilities in much the same way
as trading ships once sailed the globe from Exeter Custom House,
linking Exeter to the whole wide world.

Virus Verse

Jenny Says Thank You

Covid has transformed all our lives over the last few months, but

has also given us unexpected opportunities to do something
positive. I usually open my garden in June for Roger’s favourite
charity, the RDE’s Kidney Patient Research—the Hospital where
he had his kidney transplant on 8th February 1993, and so much
care over the following 23 years.
As Open Gardens was among the events that had to be
cancelled, a couple of friends suggested that I have a stall at the
end of the drive selling plants etc. Our younger daughter
Rachael—a staff nurse working on Covid ICU at RDE—gave me
a target of £200, something I thought wildly optimistic. How
wrong I was!
As always, Chudleigh folk came up trumps, and their
enormous generosity has resulted in an unbelievable £500 for the
RDE! And the added bonus of meeting some lovely people as they
wandered past my garden on their one permitted walk a day.
Thank you one and all!
Jenny Brandon

Chudleigh Athletic FC

Chudleigh Athletic FC are pleased to announce

the return of Ryan Sanders, Sam Cockram and
Brad Yarnall after being away from the club for
a couple years and welcome new signing Toby
Harvey from Beesands Rovers.
CAFC 1st Team Manager Danny Davis
says “I am absolutely delighted to get these
players over the line and in to a very exciting, ambitious club. It
will provide great competition for an already talented squad.”

Young Writers’ Competition

Announcing

the free-to-enter Quay
Words 2020 Young Writers Flash
Fiction Competition in partnership with
Exeter College and supported by the
Bridport Prize.
If you’re aged between 10 and
18-years, send us your Flash Fiction, 250
or 500-word story on the theme of
‘Trading Places’. There are two age categories: 10-14 years and

Jenny Brandon’s plant stall in Lawn Drive, sharing the fruits of her
gardening labour while raising money for RDE Kidney Patient Research
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Wild About Chudleigh
Prickly Hedge
We are really fortunate to have such good local advice readily
available when we see a hedgehog needing help and all are
members of Chudleigh Prickly Hedge:
Stephanie Hutton,
South Devon Hedgehog Hospital
07716 768618
ELM Wildlife Hedgehog Rescue & Rehabilitation
07971 276658 (relocating to Seale Hayne)
Kelly Gayler
(bats/birds/hedgehogs)
07783388966
Claire Larkins
07852513636
Barbara Steele
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge

The

Wilding Lawn Drive

contractors have cut
the grass in Lawn Drive and
volunteers have been raking
it into piles to be collected
and composted by Palace
Farm. We are already seeing
some nice thistles and other
plants coming in the long
grass, and the future plan for
Lawn Drive is to cut and
rake off the long grass by
degrees, part in August, part
in September and October,
this we hope will encourage
the widest variety of plants.
The time is nearly ripe for
collecting yellow rattle
seeds, scratching up patches
of the long grass and see if
we can get any germination
this year. If you would like
to volunteer, please get in
touch.

