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A huge thank you to our
sponsor, Webselect, for
agreeing to let us move to
weekly distribution for the
duration of the Covid-19
crisis

This week sees the end of an era when Rev. Paul

Wimsett takes his final service in Chudleigh
Parish Church of St Martin and St Mary after
more than twenty years as vicar of Chudleigh,
Chudleigh Knighton and Trusham.
Paul has been a big part of many people’s
lives, and has been an active member of
numerous organisations. This month’s Chudleigh
News is packed with tributes and memories from
a variety of groups and individuals.
This picture was sent in to the CP office
by Jo Haws on behalf of the Pynsent Foundation.
Jo says:
“The Pynsent Exhibition Trustees say a
sad goodbye to Revd Paul Wimsett, who has
been a fantastic Ambassador and Chairman to the
very old and local Chudleigh charity for the past

20 years.
The Pynsent Exhibition Foundation
supports Chudleigh students in full-time
education, providing modest grants to enable
purchase of books and other items required for
their studies. Applicants aged between 18 and 25
years who are in full-time education can apply
once a year for a maximum of five years.
Paul’s care and dedication in supporting
the young people of Chudleigh in education has
been very much appreciated and we wish him
every success and happiness in his retirement. It
has been a pleasure to work alongside him in
assisting local children during their studies and
he will be missed.”
[On page 2, we chat to Paul as he prepares to
move into retirement.]
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From the Editor
I’ve been a member of the Church Choir

for more than ten years, so have seen Paul
‘in action’ in many different scenarios: not
only leading the regular Sunday services,
but also officiating at weddings, funerals,
and my particular favourite, christenings—
waiting to see if the baby would show its
indignation in the time-honoured fashion.
Easter Sunday morning was always full of
anticipation; just how would Paul manage
to introduce chocolate into his sermon this
time? And there were the solemn occasions,
especially the traditional service and
parade on Remembrance Sunday.
Chudleigh Parish Church is the
largest public building in town and Paul
was always willing to allow its use for
secular events as well as religious one.
We hosted an Q&A event with the
Police and Crime Commissioner there. It is
a regular venue for concerts, including

those of Red Earth Opera and Choir 86.
And on a more personal note, it is where I
held the launch parties for three of my
novels.
I am very grateful to Paul for all his
help and support over the years. And I
would like to wish him and Fiona all the
very best as they move to their new home.
***
This week sees the last of the weekly
editions of Chudleigh Phoenix. There’s no
edition next week. We return on 17th
August and from September onward, will be
publishing on 15th of each month. The new
schedule with copy dates to the end of the
year can be found on the CP website.
Reminders are sent to a list of regular
contributors a few days before each copy
date. If you would like to be added to that
list, drop me an email.
Kate

Copy date Saturday 15th August for
the next issue. Phone us on 01626
854611
or
email
us:
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .
The editor reserves the right to edit
copy for considerations of space.
Views expressed in CP are not
necessarily those of the editor.

Reminder:
Commercial advertising fees
have been waived until the
end of the year. What do
YOU want to say to the
people of Chudleigh?

Chudleigh Phoenix Chats With...Rev. Paul Wimsett
Hello Paul, and thank you for
agreeing to chat to us at what
must be a hugely busy time.
You are not only leaving
Chudleigh, but also retiring.
What are you most looking
forward to in retirement?
I am most looking forward to
a slower pace of life, more
opportunities for quiet and
reflection, time to support our
families and see more of the
great British coast and
countryside.

young. When we have family quizzes today, I am usually great at
all the Geography questions and rubbish at most of the others!
My least favourite subjects were probably art or woodwork, as I
was pretty hopeless at these activities. I’m glad the book I referred
to above doesn’t expect me to draw anything, as I would have
quickly put it down, had it done so!
Bit of a quirky one now. If you were a car, what would you be –
and why?
I would probably be one the new electric ones, that you can’t hear
when they come, as in life I generally prefer to get on with things
quietly, with the minimum of fuss.
Going back to your love of geography, where would you like to
travel to in retirement and why?

Many people have mixed feelings when they retire. What are you We have had a few trips to the north-east of England in recent
most going to miss?
years and I have found myself captivated by the amazing variety
I will miss many people who have been friends and part of my of the rich history, Christian heritage, industrial change and
life, especially those it has been a privilege to try to help in times regeneration and the wonderful big, wide and so often empty
beaches. I wish it was a bit nearer the South-West, but I do long to
of joy and sadness.
go back and explore it more.
I know you are a keen reader. Which book, apart from the bible,
And a final message to the people of Chudleigh?
would you want to have on a desert island?
This is virtually an impossible question for me to answer,
struggling as I am to reduce my book collection to manageable
proportions for our new home. There are so many theological
books and railway ones that are real treasures.

Can I finish with a big thank you to everyone for all the
kindnesses shown in the last 21 years? I hope to bump into you
again before too long and may God guide you through all the
challenges of the present time and give you peace and love now
and always.

One that I have very much enjoyed in the last year or so and keep
Paul Wimsett
coming back to, which might be a surprise to some people, is
Mindfulness, 25 ways to live in the moment through art by
Christophe Andre. I have learnt a lot through a group we have had
in the last year, exploring the links between Christianity and Paul’s final service in Chudleigh will be at 10.30am on Sunday
Mindfulness and this book has helped considerably with this for 9th August. If you would like to attend, please let Clare
Lillington know in advance (due to the current social
me.
distancing rules) and bring a face covering with you. Clare
Much of your Ministry has been with children. What was your can be contacted on 01626 852155 or via email.
favourite subject at school; and your least favourite?
My favourite subject at school was Geography. I was fascinated
by maps at a very young age and was delighted to receive a UK
road atlas to pore over as a Christmas present, when I was quite
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Chudleigh Notices
Chudleigh Covid Task Force

Notice of a Casual Vacancy

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to
Section 87(2) of the Local Government Act
1972, that a vacancy exists in the office of
Councillor for the Parish of Chudleigh.
If, within fourteen working days after
the date of this notice (i.e. by no later than 18th
August 2020) a request to fill the vacancy by
election is made in writing to the Proper
Officer, Forde House, Brunel Road, Newton
TQ12 4XX [or by email. Ed] by TEN electors of the
As restrictions are gradually eased, especially for the more Abbot,
Parish then an election will be held to fill the vacancy, otherwise
vulnerable members of the community, it is imperative that people the Parish Council will take steps to fill the vacancy by co-option.
only do what they are comfortable with.
IMPORTANT: Please be advised that in accordance with
The government paused the shielding programme on 31st the Coronavirus Act 2020 and The Local Government and Police
July. The implications of this are as follows:
and Crime Commissioner (Coronavirus) (Postponement of
Elections and Referendums) (England and Wales) Regulations
• the government is no longer advising you to shield
2020, if an election is requested to fill this vacancy it will not take
• the support from the National
place before May 2021.
Shielding Service of free food
John Carlton , Town Clerk
parcels, medicine deliveries and
29th July 2020
care has stopped
• NHS Volunteer Responders will
Neighbourhood Watch
carry on delivering the food you
buy, prescriptions and essential
Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator
items to you if you need it
Chris Webb
• you will still be eligible for priority supermarket slots (if
chrswebb03@googlemail.com
you registered by 17 July)
07968508451
It is recognised that some vulnerable residents may be
anxious about stepping outside again and adjusting to the
changes. Local support will continue with the Chudleigh Town
Council's Helpline arranging Food Shopping Deliveries and
Prescription Collections through our fantastic team of Chudleigh
Community Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 01626
853140.

Useful websites
numbers

and

telephone

Avoiding Bank Fraud
• Never agree to download an App or software on to your
mobile, iPad or computer. Especially if you are then asked
to log in to your online bank account.
• Never tell anyone the verification codes that the bank
sends to you by text or email. Not even your bank!
• Never agree to transfer your money to another account or
handover cash in order to keep it safe.

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140
Selling Masks For Charity
or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
Our Bags of Hope stall will be
Medical Advice
outside Chudleigh Town Hall again
on Saturday 8th and 15th August,
Government Guidelines
from 9am until 12.30pm. Selling
Help and Support for businesses
cotton face masks, all made with
love, in different designs and
Employees: Statutory Sick Pay
patterns. Plus tote bags, skin balm
and other items. Please come early
Employees: Short Timeworking
if possible as we are selling out
quickly each week.
HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559
Masks are £5 each(£3.50
HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:
children’s). All proceeds to the Bags of Hope and Cancer Life
SW. By purchasing our masks you are not just helping to protect
03002003822
yourself and others, you are also helping to raise funds to support
Helpful information can also be found on the Devon the work we do in caring for the people who need it. And thank
you to all who have volunteered to help us make the masks.
County Council website by clicking here.
Donna Cook and Anne Jenkins

07972 911053

3rd August 2020
Page 4

Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter

FRI

3rd August 2020
Page 5

Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter

3rd August 2020
Page 6

Chudleigh Notices
Chudleigh Pool

After a lot of work in a short time, the pool opened on

25th July with its warm clear waters. And it’s been quite
a week since then! Most sessions have been fully booked,
so be sure to book online, well in advance. This is our
current programme, but we do keep it under review and
sometimes add extra sessions.
Our Facebook page is the place to look for news of
these extra sessions. Please take a few minutes to read
the guidance that we’ve put on our website before
booking your session and coming to the pool. If you’re
familiar with this guidance you can go straight to our
booking site. Some of you have had a few problems with
the booking process, particularly when paying via
PayPal, so we’ve put some hints on using PayPal on the
website to help you.

Pynsent Exhibition Foundation
A

Chudleigh Carnival

couple of weeks back, we promised you the names of the
winners in the Fancy Dress competition. Here they are:

Pictured from left,
Steven Hervin; Ruby
Jo Tizzard; Jasper
Kingwell; and Nikki
Bustin and daughter, Connii, who
donated their prize money to the Chudleigh Christmas Lights
appeal. Well done all of you! Let’s hope next year, we can all be
back on the street, doing it in style.

Ruth Letts will be holding a bric a brac
stall on Saturday 8th August at the
town hall in aid of Chudleigh
Carnival She hopes we will all come
and spend some money
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Teignbridge and Devon Notices
Teignbridge

TDC Updates

District Council issued an
update bulletin on Friday 31st July. Items
covered include: a reminder not to drop our
guard on Covid-19; taking advantage of
cycling routes; garden waste collections; and much more. It can be
accessed by clicking here.

Teignbridge CVS

Devon

DCC Update

County Council issued an update
bulletin on Thursday 30th July, covering:
COVID-19 cases still very low in Devon;
Devon’s health visitors lead the way
nationally; shielding pauses from 1st August; staying safe for Eid
Al-Adha; local support to become healthier; under 3s should NOT
wear face coverings; workplace action cards launched. You can
access this bulletin by clicking here.

Business Growth Hub
Consult our website; Email us;
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047

The latest bulletin from the Heart of

the South West Business
Growth Hub is available now. Full of information about business
The latest bi-weekly update from Teignbridge Community and support, including the various Covid-19 support schemes, it can be
accessed by clicking here.
Voluntary Services is now available. It includes:

• A digital survey on service users

Devon and Cornwall Police Update
• Supporting people to access local health, social care and
wellbeing services using the internet, whilst also helping Law-abiding residents have been thanked for the role
them understand how to utilise the latest technologies they have played in making the Devon and Cornwall
available at GPs
Police force area the safest in the country.
Data out on Friday 17th July shows there were
• Tackling hunger during the recovery period
6,438 fewer crimes recorded by the force in the year
• Funding: information on emergency government funding
to April 2020 than in the previous 12 months.
The reduction, reported by the Office for
• Citizens Advice Bureau Social Prescribing Project National Statistics, moves the force area up the rankings one place
newsletter
to make it the safest of 43 in England and Wales.
• Summer Holiday support arrangements for vulnerable
Commissioner helps communities tackle antisocial
children and their families
• School Nurse newsletter

behaviour with £500k fighting fund

Some of Devon and Cornwall’s most popular beauty spots
You can get details on any of these topics, plus much more on the will be made safer and cleaner this summer thanks to a halfTCVS website. Or contact Anja Kroening-Maynard by email or on million-pound fund set up by the Police and Crime Commissioner.
01626 326120
Alison Hernandez is making extra money available to
tackle antisocial behaviour in twenty key summer locations across
the two counties.
HITS foodbank is here to help struggling
The funding can be spent on street marshals, CCTV,
families facing crisis. While some children get
assisting volunteer schemes like Street Pastors and the provision
food vouchers, there are still many families
of temporary toilets.
who will find it hard to put food on the table
The 20 locations to benefit from the additional funding
this summer.
have been identified by Devon and Cornwall Police to help
If schools, or anyone else, know of any
prevent alcohol related antisocial behaviour over the busy Covidfamily who might struggle during the school
19 summer period.
holidays please refer them to HITS and we will
The 20 locations include: Exmouth seafront and Orcombe
deliver a foodpack for the six weeks of the holidays. Please email Point, Exeter Quay, Exeter Cathedral, Torquay seafronts, Paignton
us at info@hitsfoodbank.org or phone 01626 906371.
seafronts, Newton Abbot, and Teignmouth waterfront.
We also have toiletry packs and cleaning products if
needed. If there is any other need, please ask we might be able to Police and Crime Commissioner funds new service for
help.
domestic abuse victims
David Cox
Devon and Cornwall Police has launched a new approach
Chairman of Trustees
HITS Homeless in Teignbridge Support to help high-risk domestic abuse victims as part of an innovative
pilot in Cornwall and Plymouth.
Funded by Police and Crime Commissioner Alison
Hernandez as a major part of her investment in summer policing,
the force has partnered with experts from First Light in Cornwall

HITS

3rd August 2020
Page 8

Devon and National Notices

Chudleigh Businesses

and Plymouth Domestic Abuse Services (PDAS).
Commissioner
Hernandez
is
responsible
for
commissioning services which protect and support victims and
this project aims to build victims’ confidence so police have a
better chance of taking formal action and bringing offenders to
justice.
A dedicated unmarked vehicle will see an independent
domestic violence advisor (IDVA) (Plymouth) or a specialist
domestic abuse support worker (Cornwall) and a plain clothes
police officer deployed together to any domestic abuse incident.
This will deliver an immediate response to incidents of
domestic abuse at the most critical point providing the best
support to the victim, whilst at the same time enabling officers to
gather quality evidence of offences and to provide a thorough risk
assessment.

Stonehouse
investment

partnership

wins

£500k

community

A partnership of residents, police, volunteers and Plymouth
City Council, led by the Police and Crime Commissioner for
Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, has secured more than
half a million pounds of Government cash to tackle crime in part
of Plymouth.
The Home Office has announced that the application to its
Safer Streets Fund had been successful.
A total of £546,781 will be made available to reduce
acquisitive crime in Northern Stonehouse, part of Plymouth that
has had recent problems related to drug use and dealing.
The funding will give residents access to additional
security measures such as extra CCTV cover, improved home
security, neighbourhood watch schemes, additional street lighting
and crime prevention advice.
It will also support the community to develop public
spaces.
Harvey’s of Chudleigh
The commissioner’s office worked with residents, the
neighbourhood policing team, Plymouth City Council and the Good news! We've signed up to the eat out
Plymouth Community Safety Partnership, Safer Plymouth, to put to help out scheme. Mondays and Tuesdays,
if you are sitting in the shop or the garden,
the bid together to support greater connectivity.
you will get 50% off your food and non
For more details on any of these stories, plus information on alcoholic drinks, up to a maximum of £10 per
victim support; or reporting crimes, check out Devon and person! That makes a coffee, baguette and
slice of homemade cake £5.80 per person!
Cornwall Police website.
We are looking forward to seeing you!

NCVO
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice
and funding news. You can register to receive these
bulletin by clicking here. You can read the latest
bulletin by clicking here.

Employer Support

HM Revenue and Customs issued a bulletin on

Phoenix Gastro Pub Restaurant
We are participating in this for August only.
Monday to Wednesday. 50% off a meal and non
alcoholic drinks (MAXIMUM £10 PER PERSON).
Your table may well be for 1 hour 45 minutes only,
if this offer becomes really popular. Book online
through our official website. This does not include
takeaway meals or alcoholic drinks.

Haldon Forest Diner

Tuesday 28th July with details of changes to the
Don't forget that eat out to help out starts today.
Job Retention. You can access it by clicking
50% off all food and drink eaten in on Monday,
here. A second bulletin on the same topic was
Tuesday and Wednesday throughout August.
issued on Wednesday 29th July. You can access
it by clicking here.
You can get additional information on
Covid-19 business support on the Government website, by
clicking here.
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Chudleigh Businesses
Coombeshead Farm Sales

We breed Wiltshire Horn sheep and sell the

wonderful meat they produce. Lamb and
Hogget are available to pre-order and collect
from the farm. Both are available at limited
times of the year.
We will have Hogget boxes available in
September and October: Half Hogget £80,
whole Hogget for £150. Hogget is up to 2 years
old and full of flavour. Mutton is the same price as Hogget and is
perfect for slow cooking!
We will also have Lamb boxes available in September:
Half Lamb £70, whole Lamb £130.
The meat will be butchered locally and vacuum packed,
but will not have been frozen so please message us to arrange the
finer details.

The Sugar Mill

NEW in stock NOW: Plant

LRS Designs

Throughout lockdown, we have been fighting a losing battle with

the squirrels who have been taking possession of the (admittedly
very small) bird table in our back garden. Having tried all sorts of
ways of keeping them out—and failing every time—I was
delighted to see an example of Leah’s woodwork on Facebook
recently. We immediately commissioned her to make us a really
TALL bird table—and she did it within a couple of days. We are
delighted. Thank you, Leah.
We’re
happy
to
recommend LRS Designs, not
just for posters and other
graphics, but for unusual
designs of other sorts as well.
And the squirrels? Well,
they’re learning to climb the
new one as well, but it takes
them a lot longer!
Kate McCormick

based vanilla or salted
caramel ice cream (for
humans) AND, back by
popular demand, SCOOPS!
Ice cream for dogs!
Open until 4pm
every day (except Sunday)
Our new bird table, designed
and constructed by Leah of
LRS Designs

Chudleigh Phoenix Publications

Counterfeit! Deception! and Corruption! The Suzanne Jones Life is Not a Trifling Affair and Life is Not a Bed of Roses
series of thrillers, set in the sometimes murky world of Collections of short stories written with Sharon Cook.
international drugs manufacture.

Elizabeth Ducie’s books are available to borrow from

Gorgito’s Ice Rink The prize-winning story of love, loss and Chudleigh Library; to download for free from Kindle
broken promises, set in Russia.

Unlimited; or on sale at Chudleigh Post Office.

Parcels in the Rain Short stories, travel writing and childhood
Details from our website by clicking here.
memories
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Chudleigh Arts Festival

In

the dusky September evenings, a diverse series of
performances will bring music and laughter to the charming
grounds of Chudleigh’s Orchard Cafe in Old Pottery Court.
Professional performers from Devon and further afield are set to
appear, including:

We are also delighted to announce that Radio 4’s Kit
Hesketh-Harvey has just signed on to bring his comedy musical
cabaret show to Chudleigh! Kit has appeared on numerous
occasions at the Northcott Theatre and is a landmark performer at
the Edinburgh Fringe! He has toured with comedienne Joan
Rivers, who described him as “the funniest act in his price
bracket”!
Festival curator Ian Trafford of Orchard Cafe explains,
“Orchard Cafe & Gardens is only a small piece of the picture of
our activities, which usually involve numerous theatre productions
and events, including staging the annual professional pantomime
at Exeter Corn Exchange. We had always planned to stage outdoor
shows in the charming walled garden in Old Pottery Court, but as
this strange year has turned out, open-air performances are the
only hope we have to enjoy live performances for now.”
Ian trained at Central School of Speech & Drama; he was a
venue manager at the Edinburgh Fringe for ten years and has
worked in the entertainment industry for nearly 30 years,
producing and directing shows at the Northcott, Bristol Old Vic,
Edinburgh Festival and London venues. Now living with his wife
Tanya in Chudleigh, he is delighted that the show can go on. “Of
course, we have consulted with the local authorities and are taking
steps to ensure we can have a safe festival. Social distancing will
be in place for performers and audiences, and all tickets have to be
booked in advance so that we can set out seats in “booking

bubbles.
We
expect
most
performances can only accommodate
30 to 40 people spread appropriately
around the garden. The shows are
currently rehearsing to maintain
social distance, too.”
With professional opera singers,
cabaret, children’s theatre, jazz and
Shakespeare, we hope there is something for all tastes! There is
more information about the shows and performance schedule on
our website and Facebook page. You can also drop in to book in
person at Orchard Cafe & Gardens.
Box office for all shows will be run through our website,
with tickets on sale from 1st August .
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On A Lighter Note...
Carole’s Week

I’ve enjoyed writing these pieces for the past sixteen weeks. I

think of it as having a chat with friends. There hasn’t been much
opportunity for doing that, face to face, over the last few months,
and I don’t think any of us would have taken bets on how long
Covid-9 would be ruling so many aspects of our lives.
However, things are getting better. Here we are after all
these months of self-isolating, lock-down & the first easing up at
the beginning of June; the bags of food on the doorstep; the week
we ate our way through three
punnets of grapes from wellwishers; the first time we could
have the family back in the
garden; getting the masks from
Cancer Lifeline South West;
tentative steps at meeting friends
(socially distanced, of course);
and so many ways of realising
how kind people are.
The happy day that I had my first trip into town & could
just bump into friends unexpectedly, was a surprising pleasure.
Gradually, week by week, we have all had our own ways of
recognising that we were getting used to this shocking virus and
finding new ways of channelling our personal qualities to help us
cope & even at times enjoy, a new daily routine. Perhaps some of
us have discovered things about ourselves that had previously lain
dormant.
I wish I could claim to be like one of my friends, Sheila,
who has been putting the
unexpected extra free time to good
use. She has learned a new craft—
crotchet—to add to her repertoire.
She was quite pleased with the
piece but couldn’t say she enjoyed
it, so won’t be doing any more. I
admire Sheila so much. She has
lived a full life with, like us all,
various ups & downs, and has been
a role model to her family & friends. It was always a treat to get a
real postcard or even a letter from her when she was on one of her
trips. Now in her mid-eighties, she doesn’t seem to have slowed
down at all & still maintains her life-long habit of having homecooking or a little hand-made gift ready for any visitors that call.
I’m looking forward to meeting up with her again before too long
& watching her hula-hooping!
While we were training ourselves into different routines,
Nature has just been getting on with business as usual. (May it
always be so.) We’ve witnessed the early Spring move along into
Summer. On my walks up the lane I’ve seen shiny celandines,
beautiful great clumps of primroses that you just have to smell, a
few violets (but I’ve had to miss out on my favourites—the white
ones on the bank at the start of the
Ridge road). Then there were the
patches of orchids at the top & the
bottom of the hill and the most
magic of all—swathes of bluebells.
Oh, & foxgloves, & star of
Bethlehem & wild parsley, and don’t
you just love the gradual unfurling
of the ferns? When we were making
up book titles, my husband’s witty contribution was, ‘Forty
Shades of Green’. The others weren’t quite so good. ‘Strawberries
& Crime’ & ‘Seven-eighths to Nisbet’. The latter was inspired by

a signpost in the borders of Scotland genuinely: 7/8 to the next
hamlet, Nisbet.
Take care & stay safe.
Carole x [Smart]
P.S. I thought this would be my last piece, but our esteemed
editor, Kate, has invited me to continue on a monthly basis. So
there will be more musings from me next month. So not goodbye,
but au revoir.

Congratulations to Janet and Robin

Jane Anderson-Brown sent in this beautiful picture of Janet and

Robin Williams of Highlands Park, together with the following
message: “Saturday1st August was my parents' 63rd wedding
anniversary. They met in Plymouth and were married in St Mary's
Parish Church in Bideford. Interesting to note, that although
mum was a pharmacist, Boots did not employ married women in
1957, so by getting married, she put herself out of work.
Due to their health and the current situation, we could not
have a full family gathering, but Steve and I went over for lunch
(Steve cooked), and we celebrated quietly.”
Janet and Robin will be well-known to anyone who
attends Chudleigh Parish Church; and Janet is a familiar face both
in the chorus and the orchestra of Red Earth Opera.
Congratulations to you both from Chudleigh Phoenix, and
from all your friends.
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On A Lighter Note...
The Wonky Artist

I

Locked Room Mystery

recently commissioned a piece of work from Rachel Smith, a
lovely lady whose art work I admired for many reasons. I bought a
print of her Bristol painting and it was amazing quality, so I
requested the Chudleigh commission. The picture is still being
worked on, but is going to be amazing and unique!

July 1847. A brutal murder is discovered at the Custom House in

Exeter. There is no-one else in the room, and the door is locked
from the inside. Who is the killer? What was the motive? And how
did they escape from the locked room?
Chudleigh Phoenix editor, Kate McCormick, is one of the
authors joining crime writer Martyn Waites, to present their
solutions to this mystery on Wednesday 5th August. Join her
online at 6pm. The performance, which lasts 90 minutes is free to
attend; register by clicking here.
What make this more special is that Rachel Smith is
disabled after an accident in the sea that broke her neck. She
paints lying down resting one hand on the other to get that unique,
wonky style of hers! I will have the original painting soon, but
there will be high quality prints. If you are interested, please look
at her work on her website or contact me to place an order. I am
happy for several of them to be delivered to me and I will hand
deliver them to save on postage.
Claire Larkins

Is This True?

Shielding and Needing Company?

Victoria

Redfern describes her
situation like this: “lady, cat, dog,
chicken, looking for another person
who's shielding to come and stay with
us, lovely cottage, lush garden and
views, please message me!” She lives
in a great location and is keen to
share. Do you know anyone who
would fit the bill?

Great British Home Chorus

Anyone with even a remote interest in singing will know Gareth

Malone has been helping ease the isolation of lockdown with his
choral classes. Some Chudleighites have even been joining in.
Now, we can all share in the music via the Great British Home
Chorus EP. Featuring several of the songs learned since March, Apparently, a Devonshire Split is sometimes called a Chudleigh.
and with proceeds going to NHS Charities Together. Check it out Is this true? And does anyone know where the name originates?
by clicking here.
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Chudleigh Concerns...
As if the whole situation surround Covid-19 wasn’t confusing
enough, we were struck this week by the contradictions of being
asked to save 33litres of water per day, while at the same time
being urged to wash our hands as much as possible. So this letter
from Mark Macnair about the water supply to Chudleigh struck a
particular chord with us...
For much of this summer, we have been off the water grid,
getting our water from a bowser which is filled up every day. This
piece is not a moan about our situation, but a plea for the planners
and others to think about our water infrastructure before allowing
any more development.
First, a little piece of geography. Whilst the ultimate
source of all our water is the reservoirs on Dartmoor, the
proximate source of all the water in Chudleigh and Ideford,
including the holiday sites of Finlake, Holman’s Wood and
Harcombe, is the Westwoods Reservoir, along Woodway Street
near Milestone Cross. This reservoir is several hundred feet
higher than most houses in Chudleigh, so gravity supplies great
water pressure to most of you. However, we are on a level with
the reservoir, so gravity cannot get water above the ground floor.
This means we have to have two water inlets to the house; one
from the outlet to the reservoir gives us volume, whilst one from
the inlet to the reservoir allegedly gives us pressure. But it only
gives us pressure if the inlet valve to the reservoir is not fully
open. If the reservoir is struggling to keep full, the inlet is fully
opened and we get no water to the tanks in our roof.
This is not a new problem, and over the years (the house
was built in 1926) we have often had a day when we have no
water. But normally, our pressure will drop during the day, and
come up at night when the reservoir fills up. What has happened
this year is that the reservoir is almost always struggling, and
most days South West Water has been bringing in tankers to top
the reservoir up. Consequently we have had no pressure for ages,
and have to have the bowser to give us water. I have nothing but
praise for the staff of SWW – they are working all hours to keep

the water flowing in your taps (and ours!).
Why is it worse this year? Obviously the good weather
and lockdown means that more people have been entertaining
themselves at home, and using water for play, gardening and life.
Hopefully when life returns to normal, water use may be a bit
less. But Chudleigh has grown quickly over the past few years so
there are many more houses drawing water, and there are many
more houses planned both with and without planning permission.
If the Westwoods reservoir cannot cope with the existing housing
stock at a time of good weather, how will it cope when Chudleigh
grows by another 10 or 20%? Surely SWW should be required to
increase the capacity of the reservoir BEFORE permission for any
more houses is given.
Mark Macnair,
Woodlands, Milestone Cross

Anyone For Tennis?
Sign

up for your Teign Valley Tennis Club
2020/1 Membership today! We have three hard
courts located in Christow.
Prices are at 75% of standard fees. After a
couple of months away from the courts during the
COVID-19 outbreak and recently a period of
complimentary court access for existing members,
the Teign Valley Tennis Club committee have now
elected to reintroduce membership fees from July
1st 2020.
Coaching from Tim Brealey is exclusively
available to members of the club.

Westwoods Reservoir

3rd August 2020
Page 14

Wild About Chudleigh
to development to transport—wildlife needs to be taken
seriously.” The BHPS is calling on Government, in the light of
British Hedgehog Now Officially Classified as this new internationally recognised classification, to increase the
Vulnerable to Extinction
protection offered to the hedgehog under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act by moving it to schedule 5, allowing the level of
(Press release: British Hedgehog Preservation Society, protection appropriate for such a keystone species in decline.

Prickly Hedge

30th July 2020)

The inclusion, today, of the hedgehog in the International Union

for the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List for British
Mammals is not a surprise for us at the British Hedgehog
Preservation Society (BHPS). We have been at the heart of
research that has charted the demise of the nation’s favourite
animal.
The recognition of the vulnerable status of the hedgehog is,
however, an opportunity. It will give impetus to those of us
campaigning to protect the habitats that the hedgehog needs to
thrive, and increase the awareness of the importance of connecting
those habitats. This has been central to the campaign Hedgehog
Street—which we run in partnership with People’s Trust for
Endangered Species. All over the country people are working in
their gardens to help wildlife—and we are encouraging them to
connect those gardens with small 13cm square holes. “What
people do on behalf of the hedgehog is amazing,” said Fay Vass,
CEO of the BHPS. “The holes made in fences, the feeding, the
hedgehog houses, the wildlife-friendly planting, the removal of
hazards—all makes such a difference locally.”
“But it is not enough to rely on the good will of individuals
to protect this important creature,” Fay continues. “We need
Government to enforce wildlife friendly practices. From farming

Further information on how you can help our local
population of hedgehogs is available from British Hedgehogs,
Hedgehog Street and on Facebook our local Chudleigh Prickly
Hedge.
Thank you,
Barbara Steele
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge

