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A huge thank you to our
sponsor, Webselect, for
agreeing to let us move to
weekly distribution for the
duration.

Chudleigh Together/Covid
Task Force Partnership
The

five weeks of the Covid Task Force
helpline service in Chudleigh has seen help
given to a wide range of residents. The team is
keen to reach out to those who may not
currently have contacted the helpline but are
still feeling lonely and isolated, particularly
given that the restrictions on movements have
been extended and may remain in place for
some time to come for some groups.
For the past eighteen months,
Chudleigh Together has provided a valuable
and successful service to reach more isolated
and lonely residents in the Town. There is now
a partnership in place between Chudleigh
Together and the new Chudleigh Covid Task
Force who are working together to extend this
service to all residents who may benefit from
it, utilising the volunteers in the Task Force
database who are willing to do telephone
support and have DBS checks in place already.
Chudleigh Together has trained
volunteers who liaise with a range of agencies
and services but are mainly there to offer social
support and a friendly ear. They are currently
only conducting telephone support, not face to
face visits in line with national guidelines, and
work closely with Volunteering in Health to
provide a team of paid befrienders who can
take those cases that require a higher input on
welfare and/or health grounds. (Continued on
page 12.)

Useful websites and
telephone numbers
Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140
or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
Medical Advice
Government Guidelines
Help and Support for businesses
Employees: Statutory Sick Pay
Employees: Short Timeworking
HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 0800 015 9559
HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:
0300 200 3822
Helpful information can also be found on the Devon
County Council website by clicking here.

Urgent Call For Volunteers
An

urgent call was issued this morning by
Susan Wroe, CEO of Teignbridge Community
and Voluntary Services.
“As I am sure you are aware the people
of Devon have come forward to help those most
affected by the current COVID19 crisis.
Volunteers are already providing much needed
support to the most vulnerable in our
communities. However, as COVID-19 puts
more pressure on our health and social care
services we are looking for High Impact
Volunteers who can help support vulnerable
people in their homes.
“We are looking for people with recent
experience as a health or social care worker,
both qualified and unqualified. We will ensure
you are trained, supported and equipped to help
a vulnerable person, or someone who may have
dementia, a disability or a mental health
problem with a range of tasks vital to their
wellbeing, including helping people in their
own homes.
“You may be asked to provide a routine
check on their health or welfare, you might be
asked to help someone to eat or drink, to do
essential laundry or cleaning, or to help prepare
someone’s home in advance of their discharge
from hospital. High Impact Volunteers will
require DBS checks. If you are interested or
would like further information, please
contact me by email.”
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From the Editor
There’s a

word being bandied around at
the moment. It begins with U, ends with D,
and by its nature is not one we hear very
often. It’s also one we’ve banned here in
Chudleigh Phoenix, along with other
over-used words like ‘awesome’ and
‘amazing’. (And if you don’t believe me,
just ask any of the youngsters who used to
produce the Children’s Voice page with me.
They used to have to get special permission
to describe something in that way.)
But it’s fair to say we are living in
times not experienced by most of us before.
For some, it’s a fascinating experience, full
of opportunities to slow down, look around
us, concentrate on other things for a while.
For others, it’s just horrendous, with
income cut or lost altogether; concerns
over children and/or elderly relatives; and
the need to continually balance a desire to

stay safe with the need to go out for
essential activities like food shopping.
Whatever you are feeling at the
moment, the diagram on page 8 might just
help you understand your response to the
situation. And maybe having stage 3 to look
forward to will make stages 1 and 2 just a
bit easier to go through.
***
Thank you, as always, for your feedback on
last week’s edition. It’s good to know you
approve of what we’re doing.
We’ve been trying to keep up with
all the messages on Facebook and
elsewhere, but if we’ve missed you, don’t be
offended. Just ring or email and we’ll get
you in next week (contact details at foot of
this page).
Don’t forget: we all need a smile at
this time. And it’s important to say thank
you. If there’s someone you’d like to thank

for their support, or for going above and
beyond, then do get in touch. Or if you
know of someone who’s celebrating a
birthday, anniversary or other special
event, why not drop us a line and we’ll
publish a message to them on your behalf.
The weekly version of Chudleigh
Phoenix isn’t as colourful as the monthly
one; and there continue to be far more
words than pictures. But at the moment, the
aim is to get information out there, rather
than worrying about how it looks.
Until next week, stay safe and
healthy.
Kate

The Continuing, Or Even Increased, Need For Vigilance
Unfortunately, at times like this the bad guys do not go away. We

NHW Co-ordinator
Cllr Chris Webb

remain vulnerable to all the risks that are out there normally, plus
there are some unscrupulous folks who will take this situation as
the opportunity to operate some wicked new scams. Please
continue to take care.
Here are some of the scams we’ve heard about over the
past week:

can be contacted by email
or by phone: 07968508451

Tesco Emails
There really is no such thing as a free
lunch—or in this case, free shopping. If
you receive an email or a text like this,
delete it. Do NOT click on the link.

Fraud Tips From Smile, The Internet Bank
While these tips came from Smile, they are relevant, whichever
bank your account is with

Telephone Scams
Similarly, there are a number of
telephone scammers around. They
might say they are from the TV
Licencing Authority, from one of the
supermarkets, or phoning about Covid 19. Whatever or whoever
they say they are, never give anyone your bank or personal
details over the phone unless you are 100% sure who you are
talking to.

•

You will never be contacted by anyone to ask you to log
into your online bank account to check if you have
received a refund, or to return an overpayment. Never tell
ANYONE your online banking verification codes, not even
us!

•

Never agree to download software or an app onto your
device.

Counterfeit Banknotes

•

You can contact a genuine company by using a trusted
number from their website.

The use of currency has gone down
• If you are unsure if a text message or phone call from us is
for many of us in recent weeks, as
genuine: Stop! Don’t panic! Contact us using the number
we are buying less over the counter
on the back of your card, ideally using another telephone
and making more purchases online
as the caller could try to stay on the line.
or by telephone. However, the
police have issued a reminder that
this is still a risk. If you have
questions about counterfeit currency, how to check Copy date Saturday 2nd May for the next weekly issue. Email us:
for it, or what to do if you think you have some,
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
check out the Bank of England website by clicking or phone us: 854611. The editor reserves the right to edit copy for
here.
considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not necessarily

those of the editor.
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Chudleigh and Teignbridge Notices
Chris Webb’s Tradesmen List
I now have a draft list of tradesmen who
are willing and able to attend
EMERGENCY callouts: gas, plumbing,
electricians, locksmiths, computer (phone
support only) and TV/ aerial engineer. I
would like to stress the following:

• The Majority are Chudleigh Based or nearby.
• All qualified and have been contacted.
• They state they have the appropriate PPE Equipment and
will observe social distancing rules.
• They WILL NOT attend if anyone in the household is
showing Covid-19 symptoms.
I will not publish the list. If you need to access it, PM me via
Messenger or ring me on 07968 508451 (24 hrs).
Also I would like to make VERY CLEAR: There are
many other tradesmen out there which you could contact. I have
contacted many more than those on the list, and they are not
currently working. I am NOT recommending anyone on the list
and there will be no favouritism whatsoever or come back etc.
The choice is solely yours.
I am purely trying to help the community in this
continuing crisis by providing information. I have passed this list
to the Council, so hopefully if anyone rings the Community
Helpline (853140) looking to find an emergency tradesman, they
can be given advice.
Thanks.
Chris Webb

Parish Church
VE
DAY
ANNIVERSARY
SERVICE: A special service in the
Parish Church had been planned for
Sunday 10th May, which looks most
unlikely to be possible. However,
there will be a Sunday service online
at 10.30am, which will still reflect
the anniversary. If you have any
recollections from your own or your family’s past that could be
included in this, Paul Wimsett would be pleased to receive them
on chudleigh.cofe@gmail.com.
You can find a link to this service and ones for other
Sundays on the Parish Church website.

Important

Post Office Services

news this week from Post
Office Services. Anyone who cannot
leave home may now be able to ask a
trusted friend or volunteer to withdraw
cash at any Post Office using a singleuse voucher. You can get more details
on this story by clicking here.

Teignmouth Community Hospital
Groups of GP practices in Devon are setting up

dedicated sites where symptomatic patients who
require more in-depth assessment, or people from
self-isolating households, can be treated for the virus and other
conditions.
To keep patients and practice staff as safe as possible, and
in line with government guidance, patients with symptoms of
COVID-19 may be directed to ‘COVID-19 primary care hubs’ if
they need to be seen. These facilities are being set up in various
suitable settings. Teignmouth Community Hospital is a
COVID-19 primary care hub, making use of the consulting rooms
that are normally for outpatient clinics . The facility does not
involve use of hospital beds.
This is a good example of collaboration between NHS
partners and increased integration of services in response to the
pandemic. Dawlish and Teignmouth GPs are providing the service
for the patents registered at their practices.
Patients must only attend a COVID-19 primary care hub if
they have been asked to by their practice—walk-ins will not be
accepted. Patients should continue to contact their practice in the
normal way (online or by phone) and if they need to be seen, they
will be given instructions about where to attend.
Regarding other services:
• Some day procedures continue
• Volunteering in Health staff are working from home, and
will support people by phone.
• The health and wellbeing team is still in place and
operational
• Outpatient clinics have currently been stood down.
• It is not being used as an inpatient facility.
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Teignbridge and Devon Notices
Devon

DCC Update

County Council issued its latest
bulletin on Friday 24th April. You can
access it by clicking here.

Business Growth Hub

The latest issue of the Community and
Voluntary Services monthly Funding News
is available now. It is packed with opportunities for grants and other funding options
for charities and community organisations.
You can download it from the Chudleigh
Phoenix website by clicking here.
Teignbridge CVS also posts funding
opportunities daily on Facebook and Twitter.

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Growth Hub

We have updated our website to include a
Covid – 19 specific area. This new area includes:

We

• Updates from the Government, Devon

County Council and Teignbridge District
Council
• Guidance for local groups in areas such as

DBS checking
• How you can use your charitable funds
• Safeguarding
• Setting up a Mutual Aid Group
• Guidance for Groups offering Food and

more
•

Funding avaiable for Covid-19 activities
We will be updating this site regularly

We have a closed Facebook site for groups
working to support the Covid-19 emergency;
where you can ask questions of other providers,
suggest good practice and generally make contact.
To join the group please contact Holly.

TDC Update
Teignbridge District Council issued its
latest update on Friday 24th April. You
can access it by clicking here.

Consult our website; Email us;
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047

is available now. Full of information about business support,
including the various Covid-19 support schemes, it can be
accessed by clicking here.

GP Fears

have heard from a variety of
sources about concern within the medical
profession that the response to the
pandemic is overshadowing other
medical problems. This recent Facebook
post from an unnamed GP sums up the
situation:
“Patients and friends are asking how I am doing as a GP. It
has certainly been a challenging few weeks with lots of new
organisational changes and ways of working.
However, the worry of most GPs at the moment isn't
covid-19, as we are well set up now for triaging and seeing those
with relevant symptoms in our local ‘hot hubs’ and our hospital
colleagues are doing an amazing job at the frontline.
Our worry is that we are not seeing the breast lumps,
postnatal depression, pelvic pain, abnormal bleeding, mini-strokes,
rectal bleeding, suspicious weight loss, moles that are changing
shape, palpitations, chest pain suspicious for angina, abdominal
pain suspicious for appendicitis etc etc etc. They must be still
happening but people are staying at home ‘not wanting to bother
us’. We know the paediatric community is desperately worried
about sick kids not being taken to hospital because their parents
are understandably scared.
This may not be the best time to tell us about your fungal
toenail that you've not got round to sorting for 6 months, but if you
have new symptoms that are worrying you, please contact us.
GPs are OPEN even if our doors are closed! We are trying
to keep our surgeries as covid free as possible, by seeing all
patients with symptoms of covid in central hot hubs, not in our
own practices. So if you have something worrying you, please
phone us. We can give you our opinion on the phone, we can do a
video call if more appropriate, and if we think we need to see you
face to face we’ll tell you and bring you down to see us.
We are getting really concerned that the morbidity and
mortality of those who are scared to go to the GP might be almost
as big as those who die of covid-19 itself.”
So, the message is clear. If you have symptoms about which
you would normally contact your GP, then do so. Do not let
the pandemic allow you to leave a serious condition untreated.
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Devon Notices
We

Messages From The Police

must all continue to play our part in
tackling the spread of Coronavirus and keeping
our communities safe.
Just under 300 fines have now been
handed out by Devon & Cornwall Police to
people who were breaking coronavirus
restrictions issued by the government.
In the ten days from 10th April (Good
Friday), 296 fines were issued as a last resort
across the region by our officers; the vast majority of these were
issued to those undertaking non-essential journeys.
Assistant Chief Constable Glen Mayhew said: “By now,
everyone should know what their responsibility is in the battle
against coronavirus; keep staying at home, try to stay local when
exercising and only undertake essential travel. This will help us
protect the NHS and ultimately, to save lives.
“There is no room for complacency and we must all keep
adhering to the government advice. The majority of people are
continuing to play their part in reducing the spread of Covid-19
and to them I say thank you, your role in this should not be underestimated.
“There has been much discussion around the legislation
and what it does and doesn’t specifically prohibit.
“It’s important to remember that a key factor is if a
person’s actions are reasonable or not, and this is why our officers
will continue to have conversations with those they stop and will
make individual judgements based on specific circumstances
presented to them.”
ACC Mayhew added: “A very small percentage of those
people our officers speak to during police stops result in
enforcement.
“The feedback from the vast majority of our communities
is that we are currently striking the right balance between
engagement and enforcement, and we will continue to strive to
deliver a proportionate approach to the legislation.
ACC Mayhew said: “Please keep doing your bit by staying at home and avoiding unnecessary travel; you are protecting
the NHS and saving lives.”
We continue to update the Covid-19 FAQs as and when we
receive new information and further clarity. Please click here to
access these and further information.

Road Safety!
Following reports of speeding motorists

in Bickington and the surrounding areas
colleagues from the Roads Policing
Team and Local Neighbourhood
Officers patrolled the area.
One ticket was issued for a
speeding offence and 2 vehicles were seized for motoring
offences.

Wild

animals are venturing out
on quiet roads due to the
#coronavirus lockdown. If you're
on an essential journey please be
mindful of driving at a safe and
legal speed. The A38 and A380 at
Haldon and Telegraph Hill are
particularly busy with deer out and about so watch out!

Connected

Fall In Crime

communities and quality policing
have been found to lead to another drop in crime
The Police and Crime Commissioner,
Alison Hernandez, has paid tribute to a
combination of neighbourhood policing, work to
reduce reoffending, and community connectivity
which have delivered another significant drop in
crime in Devon and Cornwall.
Office of National Statistics (ONS) figures
out on Thursday 23rd April show Devon & Cornwall is now the
second safest police area of forty-three in England and Wales.
The report for the 12 months to the end of December 2019
shows recorded crime continued to fall across the two counties for
the second consecutive quarter. Overall, crime was down 3% on
the same period a year earlier.
There were fifty-eight crimes per 1,000 residents of the
force area in 2019, less than half as many as the force with the
highest rate.
Devon & Cornwall Police was one of only five forces to
see a fall in recorded crime over the period.
Commissioner Hernandez said the reduction was a result of
multiple organisations pulling in the same direction.

Working On Farms

The UK government has confirmed that

furloughed workers will be able to seek
alternative employment on the country’s
farms if their contract allows.
The Country Land and Business
Association has predicted a shortfall of up
to 80,000 casual and seasonal employees
for the fruit and vegetable picking season
without urgent action.
To date, some 26,000 people have
responded to the call for a new ‘land
army’ of UK-based workers to fill the
labour shortage.
The news that staff placed on
furlough—whereby their salaries continue
to be paid despite there temporarily being no work for them to
do—can look to fill farm vacancies, could offer a further boost to
the fruit and vegetable sector as it enters the crucial spring and
summer harvest period. You can find out more about this by
clicking here.
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National Notices
Business Support

Support for Charities

The current situation is particularly difficult for charities; many
fund-raising activities have had to be cancelled; and supporting
beneficiaries is much harder to do remotely.
There are a number of support schemes in place, to help
alleviate the situation.

HM Revenue and Customs is issuing a Covid-19 Update bulletin

Catalyst

Catalyst is a charitable initiative to increase
on a regular basis. Below is the text taken from the bulletin issued the resilience and responsiveness of UK civil
on Monday 27th April, relating to employers and employees.
society, through digital, design and data. They
an alliance of civil society organisations,
Wages for furloughed employees are now being paid through the are
funders, and digital agencies.
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, just six working days after
In the last couple of weeks, they’ve been helping charities
claims opened.
understand how to use digital technology to keep serving their
Payments for claims made on Monday 20th April will be in
beneficiaries in a time of crisis. They’re now collectively
employers’ bank accounts by tomorrow (28th April).
responding to the scale of the crisis through coordinated action,
including providing direct support, creating tools and resources,
If you have already made a claim
and offering practical advice.
Useful information and advice on a whole range of aspects
Don’t worry if you haven’t received payment yet—it takes
six working days from when you claimed. Please don’t call us to can be found on their website by clicking here.
chase payment as we won’t be able to update you before the six
Sport England
working days have ended.
You don’t need to do anything to receive payment. It will
Sport England is making up to £195 million of
automatically be sent to the bank account you nominated in your
funding available to help the sport and physical
claim.
activity sector through the ongoing coronavirus
Please retain all records and calculations for your claims in
(Covid-19) crisis.
case we need to contact you about them in future, as we continue
The package, which is a combination of
to check claims made through the scheme.
National Lottery and government funding, is made up of the
following:

If you have not yet made a claim

You can still claim online for a grant for 80% of your
furloughed employees’ salaries, up to a maximum of £2,500 per
employee, per month. You will receive the funds six working days
after you claim, provided your claim matches records that we hold
for your PAYE scheme.
Please read all the available guidance before you apply. To
find this, go to GOV.UK and search for 'Coronavirus Job
Retention Scheme'.
HMRC will check claims made through the scheme and
will act to protect public money against anyone who makes a
dishonest claim.
Please continue to keep your furloughed employees
informed and ask them not to contact us directly—we will not be
able to provide them with any information.

A word about scams
Stay vigilant about scams, which may mimic government
messages such as 'Stay at home' and 'Stay home, stay safe', as a
way of appearing authentic and unthreatening. Don’t give out
private information or reply to text messages, and don’t download
attachments or click on links in texts or emails you weren’t
expecting. You can forward suspicious emails claiming to be from
HMRC to phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and texts to 60599.
A similar support scheme for the self-employed is planned.
HMRC expects to contact eligible individuals mid-May and
payments will start in early June.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

• A £20 million Community Emergency Fund, which will be
opened immediately for clubs and community
organisations to bid into. Grants between £300 and £10,000
are available
• A £5 million pot for existing partners to bid into if they're
facing specific financial difficulty
• An additional £55 million to support the sector during an
ongoing period of restrictions, to fund new and innovative
ways to keep people active and, when the period of
restrictions is over, to help organisations get back to
business and adjust to a different environment
• A £115 million rollover of current funding into 2021/22 to
give long term certainty to over 100 well established
partners who play a vital role in the delivery of sport and
physical activity in England.

National Council For Voluntary Organisations (NCVO)

NCVO issues a regular bulletin which is full

of information, advice and funding news. You
can register to receive this bulletin by clicking
here.
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Chudleigh Businesses
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Chudleigh Businesses
Huxbear Vineyard
Another beautiful day on the vineyard!

Starting

Sharp Edge

this week I am
operating a limited service
by appointment only for
people who would like
garden tools sharpened
and/or kitchen knives. I
shall only be operating
in one area at a time. Items
can be left in an
appropriate
place
by
arrangement.
Your items will be
decontaminated at the
beginning and on completion. I wear a mask and gloves at all
times during my rounds. There is no need for human contact or
interaction and payments can be made online or contactless. Please
contact me to arrange.
Dog Groomers and hairdressers can also contact me to
arrange a contactless visit prior to the busy onslaught when lock
down finishes. Stay Safe!
Regards, Stuart, Sharp Edge 07786567055

Call us on 07846 407713, drop us an
email
or
order
online
for
#freelocaldelivery within 10 miles of
the vineyard. 10% off all orders with
code
TAKE10
or
20%
off
#NHSdiscount with code SERVICES20

Pretty Little Strings

Planning

a lockdown birthday or
celebration? Take a look at my Facebook
page, Pretty Little Strings, for personalised
bunting and decorations. Please do get in
touch to order. Locally made and delivered.

On The Positive Side...
A

Task Force Lending Library

reminder that the Covid Task Force is setting up a
lending library of Books, Audio Books, CDs and DVDs,
available to borrow long term. People can access this service by calling the main Helpline number and items will
be delivered following all sanitising protocols.
If you have anything you can donate until the lockdown is
over, please click this link. Just a few items each will build up a good
lending bank. You can group Books/DVDs etc by genre, but please
submit a new form for each genre or type. All items need to be kept in
your homes and the information will be held in a database. Should a
request come in that matches your item, someone will be in touch.
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On The Positive Side...
Bear Hunt, Week 2

National Fitness Survey

Last week, we launched our very own bear hunt, and asked the The survey is being administered by
children of Chudleigh to help us. Over four weeks, we will be
posting a series of questions and picture clues. If you are going for
a walk for your daily exercise, you may be able to spot the
original of the picture. But the hunt is designed to be done from
home, maybe with a bit of help from the grown-ups.
Save your answers up to week 4 and then we’ll tell you
where to send them. And there will be prizes at the end!
So here we go with week 2:

Alliance Leisure who’re interested to
know how we are getting on during
lockdown and what activities we’ve
been up to. The survey is completely
anonymous and no personal contact
details will be taken.
Take the survey now by
clicking here.

Young Devon Wellbeing Toolkit

This
This week’s bear looks like he’s in a hurry.
He comes from a village that is probably
surrounded by trees
His best friend is Bill Badger
Questions
What is his name?
What colour are his trousers?

sixteen page document is packed with information and
suggestions for young people who might be struggling to maintain
positive mental health during this difficult period; and for their
parents. It’s too long to reproduce here, but we have linked it to
the CP website and you can download it by clicking here.

Sounds Familiar?
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On A Lighter Note...
their big hugs to others. They put
their life size portraits in envelopes
Another week gone by. Hope you're keeping well. One of the and sent them to their relatives.
things about this business is that for many of us, one week is very
like another. But, we had something different last week: the latest
weekly edition of the Chudleigh Phoenix. I loved it. The panda
joke, the little panda in the woods and the call from RD&E Nurse,
Hayley, to make laundry bags to carry the nurses’ uniforms home.
I'm sure there are plenty of Chudleigh folk whose sewing skills can
run to putting a draw string around a pillow case. Even I've
managed a couple.
I have three brothers and it’s Al who regularly keeps in
touch. This week we had a lovely chat on the phone, covering our
usual topics of politics, gardening—I’m envious, he was given
some pansies so he could plant them outside his disabled wife’s
window and give her something pretty to look at—family and
friends. This led us to reminisce about our Dad. It was in his
retirement that he got into gardening and his delight was to
You can keep an eye on what
produce an amazing show of colour for my mother, as well as
they are up to on their
producing delicious vegetables. So later that day, I got out some
Facebook page where there
old photos and had a lovely time remembering the ‘good old days’.
will be little ideas of fun
This is one of my
activities to do with your
favourites: my son and my
children each week.
father, laughing
in the
And a message from the staff: “We are now
sunshine on Teignmouth
beginning to book in places for September, so
beach. There’s something
email us if you would like more information or
the three of us share—the
look us up on our website. Stay safe and enjoy
ability to see the funny side
the sunshine. From all of the staff at Chudleigh
in so many situations.
Pre-School.”
As Newtonians, this
was our nearest and
favourite beach. This has
Happy Birthday Derek
continued into the next
generation who lived their younger lives in other countries, but Today, 27th April, is a special day for
when they returned with their offspring to visit us, made a point of Derek Corry-McCormack; it’s his
taking them for a bonding experience on the beach at Teignmouth, birthday. Under normal circumstances,
whatever the time of year.
he would be partying with friends and
Do you find you are having more contact with friends and family in Spain, where he and his
family, these days? What memories are stirred for you? Perhaps husband, Nigel, usually spend their
you’d like to share them, with or without a photo? I’m sure I’m not winters. But, instead, he’s back home
the only person who would love to read about them, especially if in Chudleigh, presumably enjoying the
they involve your home town.
delights of a virtual celebration.
I’m really looking forward to the next Phoenix and seeing
So, Derek, a very happy
what Kate has found for us this week.
birthday from Nigel, from the
Derek shows Seamus the
Stay safe, Carole x Chudleigh Phoenix team, and from all
beautiful countryside of his
P.S. I’m finding that I sign off with a kiss on more emails than I your friends in Chudleigh.
native Ireland.
used to! (And using more exclamation marks!)

Carole’s Week

Virus Verse

And on the subject of birthdays, belated greetings to Gina
Sherwood of UKGetActive and Wendy Bishop of Bishop Lacy,
This week’s poem comes from Chudleigh Pre-School, which both of whom had birthdays yesterday.
remains open in a restricted form for the children of critical key
workers. Here’s a lovely idea the children had this week to send

A

The Sound of Chudleigh

couple of weeks back, we mentioned the
#clapforourcarers movement that has Chudleigh,
along with the rest of the country, out on the street
at 8pm each Thursday evening showing our
appreciation for all the key workers who are risking
their lives looking after the rest of us during the
pandemic. So we were delighted to find this film taken by Tiree
Klinkenberg from the ridge above the town last Thursday evening.
Click the link for a moving sound, as the sun sets over a wonderful
community. The Sound of Chudleigh Saying Thank You
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Hedgehogs and Bats
The

Prickly Hedge

Go Slow signs are slowly being
displayed...it is difficult at the moment, but then
there's not much traffic.
Twelve signs were sponsored by
Chudleigh Rotters and, the good news is that
twelve more have been sponsored by new
members Rosemary and Tim Clegg. They thought
it was such a good idea when I asked them to
display one on their own property. It is planned
for two to go to each of the new developments,
Linden and Wainhomes, with the rest being
erected around the town. Do contact us if you
want one down your hedgehog road.
Take care, Barbara Steele
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge

This week, Kelly
Gayler tells us all
about South Devon
Bat Care and how
she needs our help

£326.50 from the Chudleigh
SOUP event, and £100 from
the Baptists following the
latest Escape Room. Plus I
am
receiving
some
donations from members of
the public. But I need more.
Please let me know I’m not
alone!
Above and below: South Devon Bat Care
operates out of Kelly’s spare room

This

is our set-up at South
Devon Bat Care. I am a
• Can you help by doing some
trained,
licensed
wildlife
fundraising?
rehabber in Chudleigh. In the
• Can you help with building?
last 12 months we have
rescued and treated over sixty
• Can you help with donations?
animals;
from
bats
to
• Can you share this post with
hedgehogs,
Sparrows
to
your friends and family?
Sparrow Hawks!
All this is currently
achieved from my spare room!
But the time has come when I
need to ask for your help. Our Not just bats. Kelly Gayler with one of
facilities are very limited and
her rescued charges.
we are at full capacity.
We need to build a flight pen to help even more of our Please let us know if you can help.
precious wildlife. A flight pen will help the bats and birds rebuild
Kelly and the bats!
their strength after being in care or after injury, let them adjust to
weather conditions in a safe environment, and help orphan
animals learn hunting skills. It will also free up space for more You can donate to South Devon Bat Care and help
intensive care patients.
So far I have been funding it myself, but I have come as Kelly build her flight pen by clicking here.
far as I can on my own. Recently, I received a donation of
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Wild About Chudleigh...
Bird Spotting

If

you are busy out in the garden, don't
forget that birds are even busier with their
nests. Keep your eyes open and watch your
garden birds—robins and wrens may be
nesting in low banks or even in garden
sheds and pots. Finches, blackbirds,
thrushes and sparrows could all be sitting
on eggs or feeding their hatchlings, so resist
the temptation to trim your hedge. You
can't, by law, cut a hedge if there is an
active nest in it—so wait till the autumn; luckily, wildlife loves a
slightly scruffy garden!

Chudleigh Together and Covid Task Force
Dave

Smallshire has been doing regular bird counts around
Chudleigh for a month now. He has found fifty-seven species to
date, including the first Swallows and House Martins. We are still
waiting for our beloved Swifts to arrive in town, but the first in
Devon arrived at Berry Head on 19th April, so we hope they will
be around soon. Swallows, House Martins and Swifts can be
difficult to identify in the air. You may find these images useful.

(Continued from page 1) Chudleigh Together has built up a good
relationship with both Chudleigh GP practices and receives
referrals from them, as well as from Connected Communities,
mental health professionals, Volunteering in Health, Pensioners
Club, churches and other local agencies, plus individual
referrals.
Since the end of March, Chudleigh Together has also
received referrals from the Task Force Helpline.
Anyone who would like to be in touch with this
additional support during the current period should contact the
Task Force Helpline: 01626 853140.

Bark Rubbing

In Chudleigh we are lucky to be surrounded by trees. Most of them

will be coming into leaf right now, and some will be flowering.
They’re there all year providing oxygen, taking pollution out of the
air and providing shade. We often don’t even notice them, but they
do us amazing amounts of good. You could do some bark rubbings.
Hold a piece of paper against the bark of a tree and rub over it with
the side of a crayon. Back at home, try to identify the bark, then cut
those bark rubbings into the shape of the leaf of that tree.

How To Identify...

We are also lucky to have a

range of open green spaces on
our doorstep. This could be
the greatest opportunity we
have yet had to engage fully
with the wildlife around us,
learning about the variety and
detail of what's there, and how
we can nurture both flora and fauna. Try to identify the numerous
creatures that inhabit these spaces, however small, and the many
beautiful plants that attract them. Whether you are wowed by
butterflies, moths, bees and bugs, or prefer enjoying the flowers and
budding trees, there's bound to be more going on outside than you
have ever noticed. The resources on-line to help you to identify
species are innumerable, including free apps to do the search for
you. Here are a few to keep you busy!
•
Identify wildlife
•
Spotting Sheets
•
Identify birds
•
Identify animal droppings
•
Identify trees

