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Pool Reopens As Sun Shines... 

The Community Project committee is delighted 

to announce that the Community Swimming Pool 
is to open on Saturday 25th July. Committee 
members and volunteers have been working hard 
to bring the pool out of its winter state and into 
its summer brilliance since the government made 
its announcement on outdoor pools. As well as 
that, the Government, Swim England and RLSS 
guidance has been studied, acted upon and     
incorporated into new procedures, risk           
assessments and signage. 

Many things will be different from a  
normal season, so please go to our web site to see 
how different.  

ALL swims need to be pre-booked and 
paid for.  Our booking system is almost ready 
to use and a link to it will be on the web site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful websites and          
telephone numbers 
 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140 

or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the 
Devon  County Council website by clicking 
here.  

Congratulations to the winners of the 
Fancy Dress competition run by       
Chudleigh Carnival. Full details next 

week. 

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://www.chudleighpool.org.uk/swimming-pool
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
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From the Editor  

As you will no doubt remember, Chudleigh 

Phoenix is normally published on 15th of 
each month. The March edition went out on 
time, but within 24 hours most of it was out 
of date, as events were cancelled and our 
diaries rapidly emptied. 

By the following Monday, we were 
about to go into lockdown; the Chudleigh 
Covid-19 Task Force was gearing up to 
support the more vulnerable members of 
the community, and it became clear we 
needed some faster channels of             
communication. Zoom and WhatsApp have 
played a big part in keeping people in 
touch. And we decided to switch to weekly 
publication for the duration of the crisis. 

At the time, I thought I would be 
putting out just a couple of pages each 
week. But there’s been so much to talk 
about, what with official notices from four 
different administrative levels (how did we 

get to be so bureaucratic?); information on 
local businesses closing down or changing 
their business model—and now reopening; 
plus as many positive messages as we could 
find to lift the mood. We’ve averaged 12 
pages every week for the past eighteen 
weeks. 

It was never meant to be a          
permanent switch, and now, we are making 
plans to return to monthly publication. 

In addition to this edition, there will 
be two more weekly ones: on 27th July and 
3rd August. 

Some of  you will know I was due to 
have a knee replacement operation on 26th 
March. That was postponed, for which I 
was very grateful; that was definitely not a 
good time to be heading for hospital. My 
new date is Thursday 6th August and so we 
will be taking a break in week commencing 
10th August.  

From 15th August, we will be    

publishing monthly once more. I will post a 
new schedule of copy dates on the website 
in due course. 

There’s much speculation about a 
second spike later in the year. If that     
materialises, and if there is a need, we will 
return to more frequent editions. But for the 
time being, we are returning to a normal 
schedule. 

However, in view of the huge    
pressure local businesses are under, we 
will continue to waive the fees for         
commercial advertising until the end of this 
year. So if you have something you want to 
say to the people of Chudleigh, just let us 
know. 

Have a good week. Stay safe. Until 
next Monday... 

 
Kate 

    
 

20th July 2020 

Joyce Says Thank You 

Copy date Saturday 25th July for the next  issue. Phone us on 
01626 854611 or email us: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .      

 

The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of 
space. Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the 
editor. 

I have been totally overwhelmed by the kindness and support 

which we have received from our wonderful community of    
Chudleigh, both during Michael’s illness, and following his death 
on 6th July. 

My family and I want to say a huge thank you for all those 
who have helped with shopping, collections and other tasks and we 
really appreciate all the compassionate thoughtfulness which is 
being shown to us daily.  I want to extend this thank you to all the 
fantastic businesses within our town—the kindness of many has 
gone over and above to help us and, in that, can I especially      
mention Gills Fruit Shop.  

Sadly, the current COVID 19 restrictions prevent us     
celebrating Michael’s life as we would wish: so many wish to join 
this memorial to him, but we shall need to postpone this event until 
we are allowed to meet in far larger gatherings, and this may be 
several months.  Please be assured that we shall let everyone know 
when this is to take place. 

In the meantime, close family will accompany him to his 
choice of last resting place, the Natural Burial Meadow within 
Chudleigh Cemetery on Friday 24th July,  where we  both chose 
our plots shortly after its opening—another valued community 
asset for which Michael worked so hard. 

Michael would not wish us to grieve for him, rather rejoice 
in the colourful memories he leaves us, and take pleasure from the 
fun he has given us, and his contribution to the entire community.  
Thank you again for your wonderful messages—we shall all miss 
him very much.  

Joyce Underwood 

[You can download the official Funeral Notice, including details of 
where you can make donations in Michael’s name, should you 
wish to, by clicking here. Ed.] 

Michael and Joyce Underwood, on the occasion of their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary in February 2106 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/funeral-notices/06-07-2020-philip-michael-underwood/
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20th July 2020 

Chudleigh Notices 

News from the Town Hall 
The impact of the pandemic on the 

Town Hall: 

When I was a kid my band were The Doors, 
they just seemed so much cooler than the 
alternatives. Given that Jim Morrison’s  lyrics 
were frequently quite depressing it probably 
says plenty about me! 

During this pandemic the opening 
lines from Strange Days have frequently come to mind: 

 
Strange days have found us. 
Strange days have tracked us down. 
They’re going to destroy our casual joys  
 
None more so, than on 23rd March when I took the      

decision to close the Town Hall. Having spent ten years doing 
everything we could to attract people into the Town Hall it felt 
very curious to be locking people out. Even though the police 
office and the pre-school were still operating, the Town Hall felt 
very empty. 

By then the Town Council staff were staffing the         
community helpline, with councillors organising a team of      
volunteers to deliver prescriptions and shopping to residents who 
could not leave their homes. We took the decision that Amii and 
Diane would work from home (thanks to CompWiz and South 
West Comms for facilitating this at very short notice) whilst I 
would operate from the Town Hall. Where I live broadband is 
delivered by means of two baked bean tins and a very long piece 
of string! So, we entered a shadowy world where communication 
was by Zoom meetings and everything took way longer to do than 
it did in pre-Covid times. 

There were immediate financial concerns as we were   
losing £1,000 per week without hirers. In April my gloom lifted 
when we applied for and received a £10,000 grant from the Small 
Business Grant Fund, impressively organised by the District 
Council. I consoled myself that, now, our income was protected 
for the best part of three months. A few weeks later we received a 
letter from TDC advising us that we were not eligible for the grant 
as the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(DBEIS) had changed the eligibility conditions precluding      
precepting authorities from the fund. The same is true of all the 
other grant schemes that the government has offered, meaning that 
Town and Parish Councils are the only tier of government       
receiving no financial support. The exclusion of precepting     
authorities” is interesting in that it seems to suggest DBEIS have 
concluded local councils can easily make good their losses by 
increasing the precept next year. Given the economic situation, 
I’m not so sure that is the case. At the moment, I’m still sitting on 
the grant money and arguing our case with DBEIS and with our 
MP. It is, however, a battle I will lose. 

At the same time the Town Hall shut so, too, did all our 
outdoor play and sports facilities. We were able to re-open most 
of them from the beginning of July but, for now, the MUGA   
remains closed. This is because contractors have been working to 
fit additional supports and roof netting. As of 15th July they were 
awaiting deliveries of additional materials and cannot finish the 
job until they have them. As soon as the work is completed the 
MUGA will be re-opened. 

The Town Hall is also re-emerging from the twilight world 
of the last few months. Our first hirer re-commenced their       
operations on 13th July. That was Michael Bowman, the auction 
valuer. Over the next couple of weeks the various craft groups, 

yoga and Tai Chi will be returning. Each of these groups have 
completed a Covid-19 risk assessment leaving both them and us 
confident they can operate safely. The bulk of our hirers,         
particularly the exercise/keep fit groups, are delaying their return 
until September. 

Whilst we are opening the Town Hall to hirers we are not, 
at this moment, re-opening the Town Council offices. Amii and 
Diane will continue to work mostly from home but, from 27th  
July there will be one member of staff in the office each day. As 
throughout this pandemic we will be contactable by telephone and 
email. It’s difficult to predict anything at the moment but I am 
planning to open the Council offices to the public from 7th     
September.    

       

Filling of vacant Town Councillor posts; 

In January, Richard Keeling and Lorraine Evans resigned as Town 
Councillors. This was due to a mixture of external work pressures 
and the demands of their role as District Councillors. They remain 
in post as Chudleigh’s District Councillors and will continue to 
have a close relationship with the Town Council. 

When the vacancies were advertised some 34 electors  
contacted the Returning Officer asking for a formal poll. This was 
due to take place on 7th May until Covid-19 intervened. The   
government has postponed all elections for one year so the      
vacancies created by the resignations of Richard and Lorraine 
cannot be filled until May 2021. 

We now have another vacancy. Melanie Bellchambers has 
stepped down due to the demands of her work. This vacancy has 
to be treated wholly separately to the other two. I will be         
advertising this post, inviting residents to take the opportunity to 
ask for a formal election. Ten requests trigger an election. If fewer 
than ten requests are received then the Council will be free to fill 
the post by co-option. I will start the advertising process at the 
beginning of September. 

John Carlton 
Town Clerk 

 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force 

As restrictions are gradually eased, especially for the more    

vulnerable members of the community, it is imperative that people 
only do what they are comfortable with. 

The government has said they expect to pause the     
shielding programme on 31st July, including the delivery of food 
parcels and medicine.  

It is recognised that some vulnerable residents may be 
anxious about stepping outside again and adjusting to the changes.  
Local support will continue with the  
Chudleigh Town Council's Helpline     
arranging Food Shopping Deliveries and 
Prescription Collections through our    
fantastic team of Chudleigh Community  
Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 
01626 853140. 
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter 
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter  
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Chudleigh Together 
Chudleigh Together held their second 

AGM on 13th July. They were joined by 
their partners, Volunteering in Health.  
The AGM was pleased to note that the 
cooperation with the Town Hall Task 
Force in response to Covid-19 had worked 
well. Chudleigh Together had received many referrals during April 
and May and although we were only able to offer telephone        
befriending, local residents had been glad of the contact. The   
organisation currently has fifteen volunteers and around         
twenty-one befriendees.  

We welcomed the new contact from the Chudleigh Town 
Council, Alice Boston, and thanked Tessa Webb for her           
contribution during the early stages of our development. The   
part-time worker, for whom we secured funding, Sarah Woolloff, 
has had her start date delayed because of Covid-19 but we hope 
she will begin in post in September 2020. In the meantime any 
interest in either volunteering or wanting someone to make contact 
with a resident, please contact maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com or 
phone 01626 852002. 

Mary Anne McFarlane 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Have you bought anything online 

recently?… 

Almost 34% of all retail sales during May 
2020 were carried out online, and new     
research suggests that only 16% of UK    
consumers intend to return to their old    
shopping habits post-lockdown. 
 

Online shopping fraud during lockdown 

Action Fraud, the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and 
cyber crime, received over 16,000 reports relating to online    
shopping and auction fraud during the lockdown, with losses   
totalling over £16m. Members of the public have reported buying 
mobile phones (19%), vehicles (22%), electronics (10%) such as 
games consoles, AirPods and MacBooks , and footwear (4%) on 
sites such as eBay (18%), Facebook (18%), Gumtree (10%) and 
Depop (6%), only to have the items never arrive.  
 

Top tips for shopping online securely: 

Choosing where to shop: If you’re making a purchase from a 
company or seller you don’t know and trust, carry out some     
research first. For example, by checking to see if others have used 
the site and what their experience was. 
 
Email accounts: Use a strong, separate password for your email 
account. Criminals can use your email to access other online    
accounts, such as those you use for online shopping. 
 
Scam messages: Some of the emails or texts you receive about 
amazing offers may contain links to fake websites. Not all links 
are bad, but if you’re unsure, don't use the link, go separately to 
the website. And remember, if a deal looks too good to be true, it 
probably is.  
 
Payment method: If you decide to go ahead with the purchase, 
use a credit card if you have one as other payment providers may 

not provide the same protection. 
 

What to do if you’ve fallen victim to online shopping 

fraud: 

We all make mistakes and these days the scams can be incredibly 
convincing. If you think you’ve visited, or made a purchase on, a 
bogus website, you should first, take a note of the website's     
address, then close down your internet browser. You should then 
report the details to Action Fraud and contact your bank to seek 
advice. 
 
Whether you've been a victim of fraud will depend on how much 
information you’ve provided to the website, so keep an eye on 
your bank transactions, if you can. Contact your bank immediately 
about anything that you don’t recognise, even small amounts. 
 
For more information about how to stay safe online, please visit 
www.actionfraud.police.uk/cybercrime. 

Thanks. Stay Safe. 
Chris Webb 

Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator 
chrswebb03@googlemail.com 

07968508451 
 

“We Will Be Cutting Off Your Internet”  

The above scam is doing the rounds in Chudleigh once more. If 
you get a recorded phone message saying your internet is about to 
be cut off, hang up and ignore it. Do NOT press 1 as requested by 
the caller. It is a SCAM 

 
  

Selling Masks For Charity 
Anne Jenkins and Donna Cook will be   

selling hand-made masks outside  Chudleigh 
Town Hall on Saturdays from 9am.       
However, if you want to buy from them, you 
need to be quick; they tend to sell out within 
the first hour. Orders can be taken.  

All monies raised go towards Bags of 
Hope (for a school in Kenya) and local   
charity, Cancer Lifeline South West. 

If you are a sewist who could spare 
the time to help build up their stock, do get 
in touch. Material will be provided. 

Donna Cook and Anne Jenkins 
07972 911053 

  

Chudfest Christmas Lights 2020 Appeal  
We are now fast approaching our £2300 target, 

just a little bit more and we are there. If you have 
not done so, please consider giving a donation 
towards our town’s Christmas Lights.  

Donations can be made until the end of 
July by a number of methods: online via  Just 
Giving Chudfest; at the Post Office; or through 
the Town Hall letterbox in an envelope marked 
Christmas Lights . 

Many thanks for the generous Contributions already     
received. 

Alison Neely 
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Teignbridge Notices 

TDC Updates 
Teignbridge District Council issued an 

update bulletin on Friday 17th July. Items 
covered include: the reopening of leisure 
centres; action to control future outbreaks; 
council tax arrears; the Let’s Move challenge; and much more. It 
can be accessed by clicking here. 

 

Teignbridge Community and Voluntary   
Services Update 

There’s a bumper update available this week from TCVS,        
including: 

• Upcoming forums, webinars and training and how to run 
your own webinar 

• Guidance on: safe use of multi-purpose community       
facilities; reopening community transport services; data 
protection; holding meetings online; and insolvency help 
for CIOs 

• Funding information: emergency government funding; 
emergency funding for LGBTQ+ organisations 

• News: Racial Inequalities in the Community Sector Report; 
#YoungAndBlack; EDP’s Flourish in Nature; a new Devon 
Family Advice Line; a scam warning 

• Celebrating Neighbourhood Support in Teignbridge: cream 
teas given to five neighbourhood groups 

• Notes from the Supporting Families Forum  plus Resources 
for Families and Early Help leaflet 

• Opening Youth Sector Activities Guidance from the NYA 
(National Youth Agency) 

• Face Covering Exemption Certificates 

 

You can get details on any of these topics, plus much more on the 
TCVS website. Or contact Anja Kroening-Maynard by email or on 
01626326 120 

 

Teign Angling & Conservation 
A local fish and river conservation 

project is celebrating after being 
awarded a grant of £243,100 from 
The National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. Led by the Teign Angling & 
Conservation Association (TACA) 
this four year project aims to     
increase the numbers of salmon and 

sea trout returning to the River Teign and its tributaries. 
Chairman of TACA, Roger Furniss, said “Thanks to The 

National Heritage Lottery Fund we have the opportunity to work 
with our partners to reverse the long-term decline in numbers of 
iconic wild salmon and sea trout. We will also help people’s    
understanding of the environment of the Teign, its fish and the rich 
angling heritage they support. We’re doing this for the future.” 

Stuart McLeod, Director London & South at The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, said: “Caring for and having access to our 
heritage and our natural world will be ever more important as we 
emerge from the Covid-19 crisis. Thanks to National Lottery  
players, this project will engage a wide range of people in        
recording the history of angling on the River Teign and in creating 
a healthy future for the river and its wildlife.” 

Project partners include the National Trust, Westcountry 
Rivers Trust, Environment Agency, MED Theatre and the        
internationally renowned artist Peter Randall-Page. The project 
will start work in earnest in January 2021. Working at a catchment 
scale (see map below) the project will: establish a volunteer   
workforce to help improve the habitat for migratory fish; raise 
awareness in the importance of the river for wildlife and the key 
pressures causing fish declines; capture oral histories associated 
with the rich cultural heritage of angling on the river; inspire local 
people—young and old—to take an interest in the river; produce a 
local book and a community play; and encourage more people to 
participate in the healthy pastime of angling. 

TACA Job Opportunity 
 
An exciting opportunity exists to become the TACA     

Project Officer. They are looking for a suitably experienced     
individual who is able to inspire a small army of volunteers and 
who can work on a self employed contract basis. For further    
information on this role contact David West via email 
west@beara.plus.com or phone 07534 862714. 
 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/295f99a
https://www.teigncvs.org.uk/
mailto:anja@teigncvs.org.uk
mailto:west@beara.plus.com
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Devon and National Notices 

DCC Update 
Devon County Council issued an update 

bulletin on Friday 17th July, covering: 
working hard to keep residents safe;    
residents and visitors asked to 'stick with 
us'; changes at Newton Abbot recycling centre; more libraries 
reopening; face coverings— all you need to know; Eat Out To 
Help Out campaign; Devon Together newspaper; and a reminder 
to get tested. You can access this bulletin by clicking here. 

 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business 

Growth Hub is available now. Full of information about business 
support, including the various Covid-19 support schemes, it can 
be accessed by clicking here. 

 

Good News For Stover Park 
Stover Country Park and Local Nature 

Reserve  has secured a £341,000 grant 
from the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
for its “Restoring Stover Park” project. 

It’s also seen a marked increase in visitors—with numbers 
up by over 50% in recent weeks, demonstrating how valuable the 
park is for people to exercise and improve their health and      
wellbeing. 

The two-year grant from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund will support further work and studies to help restore Stover 
Park and its historic heritage. It will also help to enhance the 
park’s facilities for local communities, visitors and wider tourism. 

Devon County Council, which owns Stover Country Park, 
now has permission to start the two-year development phase of the 
project to examine the best options to restore Stover Park over the 
next few years. 

The National Lottery Heritage funding will also enable 
Stover Park to develop plans to be sustainable and carbon neutral. 
It will support the development of plans for expanding Stover’s 

interpretation, and an activity plan will be created for visitor   
engagement at Stover Park, including an extension to the visitor 
centre and café. 

New educational opportunities will be developed, and in 
partnership with Age UK Devon and Action for Children        
charities, Stover Park will develop initiatives to reach and engage 
with disadvantaged groups and individuals within local           
communities. 

Stover is also a Local Nature Reserve and with its many 
different habitats supports a wealth of wildlife species. Fourteen 
species of bat are found at Stover and it is also a designated 
hotspot for dragonflies in Devon, including the scarce Downy 
Emerald and Red eyed Damselfly. 

You can read more about this good news on the DCC  
website by clicking here. 
 

NCVO 
The National Council for Voluntary Organisations 

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice 
and funding news. You can register to receive these 
bulletin by clicking here. You can read the latest  
bulletin by clicking here.  

 

Employer Support 
HM Revenue and Customs issued a bulletin on 

Tuesday 14th July with information on the Job 
Retention Scheme. You can  access it by clicking 
here. 

A second bulletin was issued on Monday 
20th July, dealing with the same subject. You can 
access that one by clicking here. 

You can get additional information on Covid-19 business 
support on the Government  website, by clicking here. 

 

Glasses Steaming Up? 
The rules around wearing face coverings in shops in England are 

changing, and people in Scotland and other European cities are 
already advised to wear them in enclosed public spaces. 

But if you wear glasses you will know the two things can 
be a tricky combination—with the mask causing your breath to 
mist up the lenses. 

The BBC has put 
out a video with three 
simple tips for stopping 
the steam. And don't 
worry, one of them isn't 
'wear contact lenses'. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can download and view the video by clicking here. 
[Video producer Imran Rahman-Jones]  

Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

Reflections on Stover Lake:  

[6.30am on a sunny morning by one of the new regulars at Stover]  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/29600d2
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-8th-july-2020?e=9447d6f21c
https://www.devonnewscentre.info/double-celebration-for-stover-country-park/
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/email-updates
http://links.ncvo.org.uk/m/1/37861233/p1-b20136-912cc25c229c409189f539dbe17f7ca0/7/351/51d4f270-108e-4c7a-8f85-cc6cd4b08acd
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHMRCED/bulletins/2956532
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHMRCED/bulletins/2956532
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHMRCED/bulletins/2967a9b
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/newsbeat-53406105/how-to-stop-your-glasses-steaming-up-with-a-mask-on
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
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Bondi Beauty 

 

Sew With Rachel 
Have you been inspired by The Great   

British Sewing Bee? Would you like to learn 
to sew but don’t know where to start? Did 
you do a bit of sewing a long time ago, but 
now feel rusty? I run sewing workshops for   
beginners and improvers in Chudleigh.  

Have a look at my website for more 
details by clicking here. 
 

Huxbear Vineyard 
Do you like wine? Have you heard of Huxbear Vineyard, situated 

just outside  Chudleigh on the Teign Valley Road?  It’s a thriving 
business, selling delicious wine, and offering tours and wine    
tastings.   

On Friday 17th July, my husband, Paul, and I went on a 
tour with Lucy Hulland who owns and runs it with her husband 
Ben, and it was a real eye-opener.   

We walked around the different vines, over 15,000 in total, 
with Lucy explaining the variations in growth and taste, and she 
talked through how their year unfolds (just the two of them    
working, with help from Ben’s mother). 

 We then went to the winery to see where the grapes are 
pressed and the wine bottled.  They have been growing grapes and 
making their own wine since 2007, and the tour ended with a   
tasting of four different wines, two white, a red and a sparkling.    

There was absolutely no pressure to buy, (although we 
did!) and it was a lovely way to spend a couple of hours on a   
sunny July afternoon. 

I can really recommend a visit to our very own local wine 
producers. 

Mandy Lovick 
Check out the Huxbear Vineyard website by clicking here 

 
 

Chudleigh Businesses 

Chudleigh Phoenix Publications 

Counterfeit! Deception! and Corruption! The Suzanne Jones  
series of thrillers, set in the sometimes murky world of            
international drugs manufacture. 

Gorgito’s Ice Rink The prize-winning story of love, loss and 
broken promises, set in Russia. 

Parcels in the Rain Short stories, travel writing and childhood 
memories 

 

Life is Not a Trifling Affair and Life is Not a Bed of Roses  
Collections of short stories written with Sharon Cook. 

Elizabeth Ducie’s books are available to borrow from 
Chudleigh Library; to download for free from Kindle 

Unlimited; or on sale at Chudleigh Post Office. 

Details from our website by clicking here. 

https://rachel-parker.wixsite.com/mysite
https://www.huxbear.co.uk/
http://elizabethducieauthor.co.uk/my-books/


 

 

Page 11 

20th July 2020 

Carole’s Week 
Things have been different this past 

week. In fact, it has been, in a small 
way, quite exciting. Since March my 
exercise has been gardening & short 
walks up the lane, but after a couple of 
quick trips to a supermarket, I have 
now ventured into town & done a bit of 
shopping. It was lovely to get back to 
popping into the Post Office, buying a beautiful cauliflower in 
Gill’s, finding that Andy could sell me a bag of potting compost & 
dropping my contribution to the Christmas lights in at the Town 
Hall. Added to this I bumped into three friends who I hadn’t seen 
for five months. Who would think there could be so much     
pleasure in such ordinary things.  

I have also visited a friend & when I arrived, found that 
there were three of us sitting in the garden. What a delight, to get 
back to a proper chat with friends. So much to catch up with. Only 
a couple of days later, I was invited out again. Such a social whirl! 
This time we sat around a table in the garage looking out onto the 
street, with life, apparently, carrying on as normal. Lengthy,   
face-to-face conversation with friends covers so many apparently 
inconsequential topics, but this is precisely what leads to closer 
relationships and a deeper understanding of each other’s          
preoccupations & concerns.  

Many people have got used to & even enjoyed, the       
enforced time working from home, although some realise that at a 
social as well as professional level they miss, ‘going to work’, 
sharing ideas & gossip over coffee or lunch with colleagues. And I 
know that Zoom conferencing is not always successful. From 
birth, we need social contact & removing the wider circle we are 
used to has its consequences. How marvellous that we are       
fortunate enough to live at a time when there is such a range of 
ways to keep in touch with friends & family through such       
fantastic, technical wizardry that is available now. It certainly 
would have seemed a fantasy or science fiction to us only a few 
years ago, let alone a previous generation. And I wonder what 
awaits us in the future?  

I remember listening to The 
Archers with a friend who was doing 
the same on the other end of the phone, 
or we would do our homework the 
same way. In those days we were tied 
to the phone in the house but I do  
understand the freedom & appeal of a 
mobile that is always with you. It is 
hard to imagine how this could be  
improved now that there is full access to the world & every aspect 
of running our lives, in the palm of our hands.  

One of my friends is a sculptor, 
Antoinette Jackson. She produces   
beautiful figures, many of them children 
at play, perhaps flying a kite, picking 
flowers, reading a book or dancing. I 
was rather surprised to see one of her 
recent commissions was a girl texting! 
Well, why not? It is very much a     
symbol of  our times.  

Best wishes everybody & stay 
safe. 

Carole [Smart] x 
 

P.S. Another exciting event 
this week! We had a little 
trip on the moors & I had a 
short walk. There seemed to 
be a lot of  pure white    
ponies near Haytor & the 
road to Widecombe. Five in 
the first group. I don’t    
remember seeing them in 
such  numbers     before. Do 
you? 
 

Thanking The Brownies 
I want to say Thank You to all the     

Chudleigh Brownies' leaders for all their 
hard work they have put into keeping the 
group going through these strange times by 
holding Zoom meetings. Unfortunately it is 
the end of my daughter's time at Brownies 
as she will be moving up to Guides now.  
She has had a great time at the Chudleigh group.  Thank You! 

Sally Payton 

 

Face Coverings: A Mark Of Respect? 
As we move towards 24th July, the day 

when the wearing of face coverings       
becomes mandatory in shops in England, 
there are still a lot of people who have 
mixed feelings about the requirement. This 
comment has been doing to rounds on social 
media this week. It presents one side of the story. Do you agree 
with it? 

When I wear a mask in public, any place where I might not be 
6 ft from others, including outside... 

• I want you to know that I am educated enough to know 
that I could be asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic and still 
give you the virus. 

• No, I don't "live in fear" of the virus; I just want to be part 
of the solution, not the problem AND show my love and 
care for others by not sharing any germs I might have. 

• I don't feel like the "government controls me". I feel like 
I'm an adult contributing to security in our society and I 
want to teach others the same. This, in no way, threatens 
my freedom. 

• If we could all live with the consideration of others in 
mind, the whole world would be a much better place. 

• Wearing a mask doesn't make me weak, scared, stupid, or 
even "controlled". It makes me caring. 

• When you think about your appearance, discomfort, or 
other people's opinion of you, imagine a loved one—a 
child, father, mother, grandparent, aunt, uncle or even a 
stranger—placed on a ventilator, alone without you or any 
family member who is allowed at their bedside. 

• Ask yourself if you could have helped them by wearing a 
mask. 

On A Lighter Note 
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Wild About Chudleigh 

 
Free Goldfish To A Good Home 

Help! Our fish have been happily breeding and we have to     

reduce the numbers. Free lovely healthy goldfish to anyone with a 
pond outside.  

Please or email maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com or phone 01626 
852002 . Otherwise the BBQ beckons! 

Mary Anne  McFarlane 
 
 

Apology: To anyone who’s offended by this cartoon, I 
apologise. But it made me laugh—and I thought it 

might amuse some of our readers too. Editor. 

 

 

Prickly Hedge  
ELM Wildlife Hedgehog Rescue & Rehabilitation rescue   

centre is relocating nearer to Seale Hayne as they need more space 
to deal with the influx of hedgehogs.  They were aiming for the 
end of August but now need to do it sooner to use the larger    
facilities. They have made a list of equipment they need, in case 
anyone has any items or know of a company that might like to 
help. 

• Stainless steel tables. • Stainless steel shelving. • Heavy duty 
shelving (like Dexion). • Stacking chairs. • White boards (large) & 
markers. • Saucers & small plates. • Small glass dishes (for  
hedgehog water bowls). • Mugs, Plates & cutlery. • Microwave.    
• Hotplate. • Freezer. • Flat screen monitors. • Computer speakers. 
• Room dividers. • Locking steel cupboards. • Trolleys / trucks.     
• Anglepoise lamps. • Table top magnifying glass with light.          
• Blue rolls. • Spray bottles. • Food Bank • First aid kit. • White 
wall paint. • Floor paint. • Signs  

If you are able to help please email rick@elmwildlife.org 

Barbara Steele 
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com  
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

 

 

 

 

 

And Finally... 

A huge thank you to our sponsor, Webselect, for     
agreeing to let us move to weekly distribution for the  

duration of the Covid-19 crisis 

mailto:maryannemcfarlane@gmail.com
mailto:rick@elmwildlife.org
mailto:chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.%20com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/

