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As Lockdown Eases, Support Is Still Here
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For

some people, the end of lockdown can’t
come soon enough. But for others, it’s a scary
time. Everyone’s response is different.
As restrictions are gradually eased,
especially for the more vulnerable members of
the community, it is imperative that people only
do what they are comfortable with.
The government has said they expect to
pause the shielding programme on 31st July,
including the delivery of food parcels and
medicine.
It is recognised that some vulnerable
residents may be anxious about stepping outside
again and adjusting to the changes. Local
support will continue with the Chudleigh Town
Council's Helpline arranging Food Shopping
Deliveries and Prescription Collections through
our fantastic team of Chudleigh Community
Volunteers. Please call the Town Hall on 01626
853140.

Useful websites
telephone numbers

and

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140

Philip Michael Underwood,
12.12.42—06.07.20

or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk

Medical Advice
Government Guidelines
Help and Support for businesses

A huge thank you to our
sponsor, Webselect, for
agreeing to let us move
to weekly distribution for
the duration.

Many

of you will
have heard of the sad
loss to the town of
Michael Underwood,
who passed away last
week. On pages 2 and
3, we bring you
tributes and memories
from friends and
colleagues.

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay
Employees: Short Timeworking
HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559
HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:
03002003822
Helpful information can also be found on the
Devon County Council website by clicking
here.
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From the Editor
Mike Underwood was a great character!

Larger than life, full of energy, always
willing to pitch in. But he was also a
humble man.
Talking to Joyce this week, I was
amazed to hear he felt he hadn’t done
enough for Chudleigh. Anyone who knew
Mike will have no doubt he was mistaken in
this view. But just in case, let’s remind
ourselves of some of the things he did for
this town:
• Chudleigh Community Project:
helping to raise funds for the
swimming pool – centipede;

•

Chairman of School Governors;

•

Founder member of History Group;

•

Founder member of Chudfest;

•

Instigator
Orchard;

of

the

Community

•

Mayor of Chudleigh;

•

Lead councillor bringing Devon Air
Ambulance emergency landing site
to Chudleigh;

•

Chairman of Parish Plan, Master
Plan, Neighbourhood Development
Plan;

•

Driving force behind the creation of
the Natural Burial site – his final
resting place;

•

Wearer of red coat and white
whiskers when standing in for a
certain important person at several
Late Night Shopping evenings

•

A major highlight has to be his
guest performance as a tree in the
Chudleigh Pantomime, which was

attended by 27 members of his
family, who just had to come along
to see Mike NOT SPEAKING for
over an hour.
By the second
performance of the pantomime, one
of the branches had managed to
acquire a very talkative parrot.
I was proud to call Mike
Underwood a friend. He and Joyce have
been a big part of our lives in the thirteen
years we have known them. I’m going to
miss him very much.
I suspect at some point in the near
future, we could well be hearing about a
Heavenly Neighbourhood Development
Plan—after a suitable period of time for
celestial cream teas and consultation,
naturally.
Our love goes to Joyce and the
family. Rest in Peace, Mike.
Kate

Tributes to Mike Underwood
A Wonderful Neighbour and Friend
Many of us will have been saddened by the recent death of Mike
Underwood. Not only has Chudleigh lost a stalwart of the
community but we have lost a dear friend. They say you cannot
choose your neighbours, well we struck gold when Mike and
Joyce moved in next door to us all those years ago. They turned
out to be the best neighbours and friends anyone could wish for.
There is a saying “Friends are those rare people who ask
how we are and then wait to hear the answer.” That was Mike! He
genuinely cared about people, was kind, dependable and had a
wicked sense of humour combined with a great zest for life. Over
the years we spent many happy times with Mike and Joyce. Mike
had a viewpoint on most things and this invariably led to lively
debates, often over a glass of wine or two!
Nearly four years ago another female came into Mike’s
life when he met our puppy, Mabel. It was love at first sight for
both of them. Over the years many noisy and boisterous games
ensued between them. On the odd occasion when Mabel managed
to sneak out of our front door we always knew where she was
headed!
Mike Underwood, in his role as Mayor Chudleigh, supporting the Wednesday
We have lost a truly good friend whom we will greatly
Lunch Club in the Town Hall
miss. So, farewell Mike and in those immortal words, which you
made your own, “Here’s looking at you, kid!”
of Chudleigh Sports Centre. He was always ready for a challenge;
Penny and Sue a consummate life planner. He lived a full life informed by the
Begin With The End In Mind
keystone, “Begin with the end in mind.” He did this to the full in
Mike Underwood was our very good friend for 35 years. He was all aspects of his life. He is a great loss to our community, his
charismatic, always positive, sociable, kind and pragmatic. A family and friends. He passed too soon and we will miss him
go-to for advice and help when needed! A successful greatly. Our thoughts and love to Joyce and Mike’s family.
The Moyse Family
businessman, he was also dedicated to his family. A smile on
meeting, he loved to tell a joke and was always interested in our Chudleigh At Heart
news and family activities. He enjoyed music. He played spoons It is with sadness that we are writing this tribute to a man who had
and we discovered recently he also played double bass. He loved Chudleigh at heart in so many ways. Mike Underwood served this
to give parties. We remember August garden parties, he and Joyce town on the council for many years and was our Mayor. He also
hosted, when we were all in our prime. A talented gardener; he worked tirelessly for several local charities and organisations. His
also kept a very orderly and productive allotment. We sadly miss passion and commitment to enhance this community will be
not seeing him there. He played a big role in plans for the future sorely missed.
of Chudleigh, was an enthusiastic and effective Mayor and trustee
Liz and Chris Webb
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Tributes to Mike Underwood (continued)
My Dear Friend Mike Underwood
It was back in 2007 that Mike asked me to help out with the
production of a Parish Plan for Chudleigh. The Town Council had
asked him to put together a team of volunteers to prepare the Plan
and I guess, as a recently retired planner officer, I was an obvious
choice. Little did I know that Mike’s invitation would lead to a
close, thirteen year, working relationship and a warm friendship
that somehow managed to transcend or just ignore our political
differences.
The Parish Plan, largely written by Mike, after extensive
local consultation, established the community’s aspirations for the
future, and how they might be achieved, and led to the preparation
of a Community Masterplan, with funding from central
government. That in turn led to the long and complicated process
of producing the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) with
Mike in the chair of the Steering Committee.
Mike’s commitment to the community of Chudleigh and
his determination that its wishes should be fully reflected in the
policies of the NDP led to some very robust discussions with the
District Council’s officers. However that determination bore fruit
and, with only minor amendments, the final version of the NDP
was overwhelmingly approved by the community in February of
this year.
There was a point, somewhere in the last thirteen years,
that Mike and I had a pact that we would not stand for election to
the Town Council, but of course he could not resist and served a
full term on the Council, with a period as Mayor. Once again his
commitment was total and he did an enormous amount to
influence the way in which the Council carried out its
responsibilities. He did not stand for a second term at the last
election, but remained in close contact with the Council and its
officers, giving assistance and advice when requested.
His absence from the town and its institutions is an
enormous loss. We perhaps won’t miss some of his jokes quite so
much, but I will personally miss his company and long
discussions over cups of coffee, glasses of wine or beer and the
occasional lunch. It was a pleasure and privilege knowing you,
Mike. Rest in peace.
Graham Wall

A True Friend
Mike and Joyce have been our friends for many years. On a
personal basis we are founder committee members of the History
Group and Mike and myself chaired and organised the first two
years of Chudfest week. We had allotment plots alongside one
another and spent much time putting the world to right. One of
Mike's expressions was ‘the movers and shakers of Chudleigh’ of
which he was surely one. His service to our town was
considerable. We have lost a true friend.
Alan and Fran Brunton

Tribute to PMU
Having had the good fortune and privilege to work with Michael
on several community initiatives I both witnessed and experienced
first hand the rare qualities that distinguished him.
It is said that the best leadership is when the people say we
did that ourselves. Michael would lead from the front when
necessary and not shy away from make a decision but just as
readily stand shoulder to shoulder or in the wings as a supporter
and guide; always with a commitment to social good and
community improvement.
He was ready to take a road less travelled, often one never
travelled before. With ideas aplenty and a readiness to support
others in the development of theirs, PMU brought a rare mix of:

•
•
•
•
•

Drive and humility
Decision making and support
Gravity and humour
Protocol and informality
Vision and commercial reality

all of it underpinned by an ethos of social and community
wellbeing.
There is a legacy of groups, boards and projects more
robust for his involvement whilst for many of us there is a
fragility from the loss of a good friend.
Seneca wrote that it is within the gift of no man to live
long yet within the power of all to live nobly though few do. It
was a privilege and joy to have been a friend to one of those few.
John Bryant

Great Sadness
It is with great sadness that I heard about the passing of Mike
Underwood. He was a great advocate of Chudleigh and did a great
deal to ensure the town was a thriving community. He was one of
the driving forces behind the production of the Chudleigh Parish
Plan and even though Mike did a lot of his good works from
outside the Council he was always very supportive of the various
councils. His great skill was his networking and an ability to get
members of the community to sign up to take projects forward.
Mike finally became a councillor in May 2015, standing
down in April 2019 due to his health issues. He was Mayor in
2017/18. Probably his biggest achievement as a councillor was the
creation of the green burial site at Tower Hill cemetery. This was
wholly his idea and his creation. He has also succeeded in
bringing together the allotment holders at Tower Hill, where he
also had a plot, making them a coherent group who get
improvements done without needing the council to be involved.
Even once he had stood down as councillor he was happy
to help, offering me a few bits of useful advice as I attempted to
continue his great work.
My sincere condolences go out to his family and Mike will
be greatly missed but not forgotten.
Cllr Martin Tinkler
Mayor of Chudleigh

A Sense of Mischief
You will have read about the many ways Mike benefited this town
and projects and organisations he was involved with. I was
fortunate to have worked with him on a number of these. Mike
was an ‘ideas man’ and would often challenge assumptions.
There was a sense of mischief about him. You always
knew something interesting was going to happen when he uttered
the phrase, ‘what if’. This led to many debates and some disagreements, but never rancour. He would throw himself into things he
thought would have a positive impact for Chudleigh.
One of my abiding
memories is of him in his red toastmaster’s outfit acting as MC at Chudfest, complete with ‘jokes’.
He also had another secret career as Santa during the Christmas
Late Night Shopping. The town is poorer without him and I will
miss a friend.
Michael McCormick
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Chudleigh Carnival

Chudleigh Carnival Rocks
These are just a few of the Chudleigh Carnival Rocks that will
start to appear around town from today, Monday 13th July. Ten to
twelve rocks will be hidden on a daily basis up until Saturday
morning in and around Chudleigh. If you find one, grab it and
keep it safe. The person who collects the most rocks will get a
prize from The Sugar Mill which can be collected after 12pm on
Saturday 18th July. Good luck! [Hint: clues on Facebook.]
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Chudleigh Notices
Chudfest

Trading Standards Warning

Today is the day the Chudfest

Please read this important message from our
Marquee would be taken down
partner agency, Devon, Somerset and Torbay
for another year. Fundraising
Trading Standards Service:
for the Christmas Lights will
• Intelligence suggests rogue traders may
continue until the end of July
be operating in Newton Abbot and
or until we meet our target. To
surrounding areas, offering gardening
remind you, we are trying to
services.
raise £2,300, which is the
• Do not agree to work offered by
Chudfest share of the cost of
unsolicited doorstep callers.
Chudleigh Christmas Lights.
•
If you want work doing in your home or garden, take time
We have received £2050 in donations so far from 120
to get three quotes from reputable businesses you trust and
people, hitting 89% of our target. We would like to give a big vote
make your decision on who to use in your own time.
of thanks to those of you who have donated. If you do want to
•
Get business recommendations from friends or via Buy
make a donation, please visit our Justgiving page (or google
With Confidence Trading Standards Approved by clicking
JustGiving and Chudfest). You can also leave your donation in the
here
Post Office or through the letter box in the Town Hall. In these
cases, please put your donation in an envelope marked Chudfest
• If you are concerned someone is at risk, always call the
and make any cheques payable to Chudfest.
police.
Once again, thank you to all that have donated so far. We
• If you are concerned rogue traders are operating in your
just need a bit more help to hit our target.
area, always report it.
• If someone knocks on your door and you are not sure,
Carnival Queens Donate To Chudfest
don’t open the door.
Find more information by clicking here.
Thanks. Stay Safe.
Chris Webb
Chudleigh NHW Co-ordinator
chrswebb03@googlemail.com
07968508451

Chudleigh Pool: Good News!

Following the government announcement

If you were at last year’s Carnival Procession, you may remember

the wonderful Carnival Queens, who took first prize in the adult
walking class. We heard this week that they are donating their
prize money, £30, to this year’s Christmas Lights appeal. Nice
one, Queenies!

Neighbourhood Watch

that outdoor pools can re-open, the
committee has decided to work towards
opening the pool as soon as possible. But
as we have government, Swim England
and RLSS guidance to comply with, this
will take a little while to work through, in
addition to the normal physical pool
preparations. We will publicise the
proposed opening date shortly.
In the meantime, the curved plastic roof and gutters of our
shelter are in need of a good clean. We were wondering if any of
our local window and gutter cleaning specialists with the right
equipment would be willing to have a go in return for some free
swimming?

Had

Selling Masks For Charity

a wonderful day outside Chudleigh
Town Hall on Saturday. The sun was shining
cup of tea, put your feet up and enjoy the
and people smiling. So happy we raised
latest NHW newsletter. This month we
£130 for the Bags of Hope and £55 for
reflect on perception of crime in lockdown
Cancer life line.
and the successes of Neighbourhood Watch
We will be there again next Saturday
Week.
and every Saturday from 9am until 12.30pm,
As well as looking at what we can
with more masks. Thank you so much to the
learn from our experiences during lockdown
ladies who have offered to help make masks
we also look to our future and consider
for us, we are very grateful.
diversity in Neighbourhood Watch, summer seminars, the launch
We will have more designs and
of a national burglary campaign, and how we can harness the patterns to suit all; Some with a pocket for a
power of volunteers post lockdown.
filter. Children’s masks will also be on sale. Orders can be taken.
You can read the newsletter by clicking here
Donna Cook and Ann Jenkins

The time has come once again to grab that
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Teignbridge Notices
Teignbridge

TDC Updates

District Council issued an
update bulletin on Friday 10th July. Items
covered include: the reopening of leisure
centres; local business support; the
opportunity to take a market stall in Newton Abbot; changes in
shielding advice; and much more. It can be accessed by clicking
here.

TDC Hardship Fund
Financial hardship may be facing many

residents in Teignbridge as a result of
COVID-19.
To tackle this problem, TDC has
launched, jointly with Devon County Council, a Covid-19
Hardship Fund designed to support local people in financial
difficulties with funds to cover basic costs (see poster, right). This
may be as a result of:
• Reduction in income either through self-employment,
being furloughed, reduced hours or made redundant
• Increase of costs such as transport costs, utility bills, child
care or other expenditure
• An urgent need to purchase essential items such as white
goods

Consult our website; Email us;
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047

Support from the Hardship Fund will only be given if no
alternative source of funding is available and the Fund will make
payments directly to creditors. Payments will normally be up to
£200 other than in exceptional circumstances.
The Hardship Fund will support individuals or households
but not businesses which are entitled to apply for support from
other schemes. To qualify an individual must be:

• Resident in Teignbridge for three months prior to the
application
• Financially impacted by the COVID19 pandemic
• Unable to receive funding from other sources
• Without savings or £500 disposable income
Examples of payments that can be made are:

• Costs of utility or essential mobile phone bills
• Transport costs
• Household costs such as essential shopping not met
through Foodbanks
• Purchase of white goods or other essential items
More details can be found and applications made on our
website by clicking here. Households without internet access can
call us on 01626 215 512. Applicants can expect a response within
7 days.

The latest issue of the Community and Voluntary Services
monthly Funding News is available now, packed with news
of grants and other funding options. You can download it
clicking here.
Teignbridge CVS also posts funding
opportunities daily on Facebook and Twitter.
We have updated our website to include a Covid19 specific
area, covering:
• Updates from the Government, Devon County
Council and Teignbridge District Council
• Guidance for local groups in areas such as DBS
checking
• How you can use your charitable funds
• Safeguarding
• Setting up a Mutual Aid Group
• Guidance for Groups offering Food and more
• Funding avaiable for Covid-19 activities
We will be updating this site regularly
We have a closed Facebook site for groups working to
support the Covid-19 emergency; where you can ask
questions of other providers, suggest good practice and
generally make contact. To join the group please contact
Holly.
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Devon Notices
DCC Update

Devon County Council issued an update

bulletin on Thursday 9th July, covering:
preparing for local outbreaks of Covid-19;
advice on enjoying summer safely; support
for shielding residents; NHS Help Us Help You survey; finding
out what support is available; and extension of testing facilities.
You can access this bulletin by clicking here.

Business Growth Hub
Consult our website; Email us;
Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Business

Growth Hub is available now. Full of information about business
support, including the various Covid-19 support schemes, it can
be accessed by clicking here.

Devon and Cornwall Police Update

The Devon & Cornwall police rural affairs team

has produced a calendar which highlights rural
issues throughout the year to focus problem
solving activity for police, partners and public
with key messages and prevention activity. July’s
theme is agricultural plant and vehicle theft
Latest figures show that the theft of
agricultural plant and vehicles continues to
increase, with a surge in the theft of smaller
vehicles such as quad bikes, tractors and navigations systems. This
has a financial and emotional impact on rural businesses and their
families, impacting on animal welfare and food production.
Farmers and members of the public should be vigilant in
the countryside reporting any suspicious activity to the police
noting vehicle details and descriptions.

What Can You Do To Help?
• Enjoy the countryside and help protect farmers by
following the countryside code.
• Keep a record of serial numbers, photograph equipment
showing identity & unique features.
• Immobilise vehicles and machinery in a lockable building
with the keys removed and secured.
• Utilise property marking and fit trackers. Remove tractor
GPS systems when not in use.
• Anyone able to offer information is asked to email
101@dc.police.uk; call 101; Call crimestoppers
anonymously on 08007 830 137.
• Join Devon & Cornwall Alert and farm watch so that we
can tell you what is happening in your area.
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National Notices and Chudleigh Businesses
NCVO

The National Council for Voluntary Organisations

UKGetActive

issues regular bulletins full of information, advice
and funding news. You can register to receive these
bulletin by clicking here. You can read the latest
bulletin by clicking here.

Employer Support

HM Revenue and Customs issued a bulletin on

Wednesday 8th July with information on the Job
Retention Bonus. You can access it by clicking
here.
You can get additional information on
Covid-19 business support on the Government
website, by clicking here.

Thinking About Masks...

Hi everyone. Gina here from UKGetActive.

Face to face classes came to a standstill over the whole
country as a result of lockdown, but I continued all my classes
online. I wanted to help my clients boost their fitness and mental
health by providing a routine and access to 24 hour fun classes. I
have been overwhelmed by the response I have had over the last
few months and it has been an amazing opportunity to expand my
class range and timetable, offer more flexibility to my clients and
open my classes up internationally. Thanks to so many clients and
their recommendations, I now have clients in Australia, California,
Holland and throughout the UK.
I am running live and on-demand classes throughout the
week and now have over 400 videos that my online clients can
access at any time of the day or night. It costs £22.50 a month to
be a member of my group and you can access all my classes via a
Private Facebook Group or through Vimeo.
I am offering a week’s free trial to anyone who would like
to join, so please get in touch if you would like to give the classes
a go. There are so many classes to choose from: Beginners Pilates
(Back Pain Focus), Pilates, HIIT, Bootcamp, Aerobics Classes,
HIITPilates, StretchandFlex, healthy cooking and eating, injury
rehab exercises and more. Call me on 07764167355, e-mail me,
or contact me through Facebook.

Eloise Kristen Designs

I’ve recently started a small business selling handmade greeting
Bondi Beauty

cards and hand lettering designs. You can find me on Facebook,
on Etsy or on Instagram. I have a range of pre-made cards, or
would be happy to work with you to design a custom card or
hand-lettered design; just drop me a message!
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Chudleigh Businesses

On A Lighter Note

Chudleigh Barbers

Doreen Thanks Nicole Chapman

Dave: 07368455682
Danny: 07828969488

Due to the extra time and money

spent on sterilization after every
cut and the fact that appointments
are the norm now and it’s working
really well, Dave & Danny are
moving to an appointments-only
system on a permanent basis and
there will be a price increase,
starting Monday 20th July. You
can have a complimentary drink on us with your appointment.
From Monday 20th July, we are accepting walk-ins
everyday with Finley, except from Tuesday (Fin’s day off). You
can only wait in the shop if you are wearing a mask and a
maximum of 2 people can be in the waiting area at any time. We
provide some outdoor seating. We will need every customer’s
contact details and you must use the hand sanitizer provided upon
entry. Please bring your own mask with you if you have one. You
don’t need to wear your mask when you have your haircut, but us
barbers do.
Walk-in prices will remain the same; appointments with
Danny & Dave will increase to the following :
12 & Under - £10
Senior Citizen - £10
Standard Cut - £12.50
Zero Fade - £15
Skin Fade - £ 17
Beard Trim - £5
To book an appointment, message us on Facebook or
contact us by phone/text.
We're going to be introducing loyalty cards for haircuts by
the directors (Danny & Dave). Get 5 stamps and you receive a
50% discount on your 6th cut. Get another 5 and your 12th is free.

Just

Melanie Bowler

a few student pieces made over the last
week at my studio in Old Pottery Court. The
wedding rings were made by a lovely couple;
she made his and he made hers. (He had already
made the diamond engagement ring with me
previously.)
I had a couple of ladies in and
they made the star necklace, flower
ring, drop earrings and spinner ring.
They were complete beginners, so to
make these amazing pieces in three
hours is such an achievement.
Another beginner made herself
the silver bangle and drop circle
earrings,
incredibly
satisfying, learning new skills and
having fun throughout the process.
This can be for all abilities and the age
of 11ish upwards! For more info please
get in touch.

Last

week Nicole Chapman posted
some of her prints for sale on Spotted
Chudleigh [and we featured her in CP
as well. Ed.] I sent her a picture of my
dog and asked if she could do a print of
her. This is the result I am so pleased
with it. I think she is a very talented
young lady, I hope she gets more work
from this. Thank you Nicole.
Doreen Anderson

Just

Alison Says Thank You

want to say a big thank you to the lovely people of
Chudleigh. We have been here since just before the lockdown and
have now found somewhere more permanent to rent. After posting
on Chudleigh Chat Community Page a few days ago asking for
some items so we can set ourselves up in our unfurnished flat we
have had so many lovely responses - we have been offered /have a
bed frame, sofa, a table, two dining room chairs, a desk, a
microwave and other smaller items such as kettle/toaster etc. What
a wonderful community, thank you all so much. X
Alison Whitney

Huge Thanks To Ursula and the ZSs

One of the worst bits about lockdown for many of us has been

losing the ability to sing with others. No choirs, no singing in
church, nothing. It’s been made considerably easier to bear here in
Chudleigh thanks to the invention of the Zoom Sweethearts, a
group of women who meet virtually for an hour each week to sing
together. We have a weekly list of songs; one person leads each
piece; while the rest of us mute ourselves and sing along to our
heart’s content. Not as good as the real thing, but a pretty good
second best.
So, I want to say a huge thank you to our leader, Ursula
Blackshaw, who works tirelessly, making playlists, providing not
only words but also practice tapes, and keeps us laughing
throughout. And thanks also to the rest of the group who make
Wednesday afternoon one of the highlights of my week.
Kate McCormick
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On A Lighter Note...
Carole’s Week

What weird weather we’ve been

having. The high winds that blew
in on us several weeks ago only
seem to visit somewhere else
before returning & blowing more
roses off their stems. It has rather
spoiled what otherwise would
have been some perfect blue-sky
summer days.
Back in that prolonged
spell of hot sunshine in May I got the sun hats out and realised I
had quite a collection that I’ve accumulated over decades. All with
a story of their own, & they fit different moods too. If I’m feeling
very lady-like, I wear one of the
wide brimmed straw hats.
Sometimes with the brim turned
up, & sometimes down. But
usually I like the straw trilby that
came from my father. We also
have a couple of others from him,
one of which stayed with us after
my daughter used it as a base
when she made an Easter bonnet.
My china chicken became a mould to make a papier mache hen,
she then painted the feathers & sat it over the crown of the trilby,
putting straw around the brim for a nest.
The cowboy hat brings
back happy memories. It dates
back to the Muse gig on The Den
at Teignmouth. That was such an
exciting night. All but the
youngest members of the family
had tickets and I had the wheeze
of driving the little ones around
the coast to Exmouth. We stood
on the beach & looked across the
sea to the multi-coloured, flashing lights at Teignmouth, while
dancing to the music that came via phone from my daughter in law
on the spot. A memorable night. For the occasion, the young
women decided they should dress up in cowboy gear & one of
their hats became part of my collection.
Wearing any of these is
fine as long as that pesky wind
doesn’t spoil things and whip it off
your head & send it flying across
the grass.
Of course, the wind can act
for good or bad. For hundreds of
years it has turned the sails on
those beautiful windmills that still
exist in some places, to grind corn.
And now we have the modern version, harnessing the wind to
provide us with so much clean, renewable electricity. The wind
has also served us well as
an island nation, essential
in past centuries for sailing
to adventures across unknown seas. However, it
can be treacherous as
testified by seven people
who were tipped out of
their 16’ sailing boat into

the river Dart last week, when it was capsized by a particularly
high wind. All safe, but wet, cold & slightly embarrassed.
Take care & stay safe.
Carole [Smart] x
P.S. Did you know that the oldest windmills were built in Persia
(Iran) 200 years BC?

Tale of the Tricycle

The person Carole Smart mentioned in the article in Chudleigh

Phoenix a couple of weeks ago was Sylvia Shannan, who was
often to be seen riding around the town with a child on the back of
her trike. This photo shows her (from the back) in a Chudleigh
Carnival entry by the Twinning Association in the late 1980s. The
entry was called “The Tour de France ‘B’ Team”, and her
passenger this time is Becky Over.
Nicky Over

Vote For Smudge

The lovely Smudge (from Chudleigh Post Office) is taking

part
in the Handsome Boy class of the Online Pet Show in aid of South
Devon Bat Care. You can vote for Smudge by clicking here and
hitting the Like symbol to the right of the picture. Voting closes at
10pm on Sunday 19th July.
You can find out how to enter your pet, and help raise
funds, by clicking here.
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On A Lighter Note...

Virus Verse
This week’s piece was written back in April and won 10 year old
Marcie from Wiltshire a Blue Peter badge. I thought it deserved
another airing.

A

Young Writers’ Competition

reminder of the free-to-enter Quay
Words 2020 Young Writers Flash
Fiction Competition being run in
partnership with Exeter College and
supported by the Bridport Prize.
If you’re aged between 10 and
18-years, send us your Flash Fiction, 250
or 500-word story on the theme of
‘Trading Places’. There are two age categories: 10-14 years and
14-18 years—with cash prizes in each category of £200, £100 and
£50, plus the chance to be published and to perform your work at
Exeter Custom House.
We are looking for your inventive story, with a maximum
word count of 500 words in the 10-14 year age-category and 250
words in the 14-18 year age-category.
We chose the theme ‘Trading Places’ because it opens up
all sorts of possibilities. It invites us to think about other people’s
lives and to put ourselves in their shoes. It echoes the trading past
of Exeter Custom House on the Quayside where Quay Words is
based. It links to the idea of a place, which might be a landmark
historic building like Exeter Custom House, or might be the front
room of your own home. We hope it frees your imagination to
roam far and wide, exploring possibilities in much the same way
as trading ships once sailed the globe from Exeter Custom House,
linking Exeter to the whole wide world.

Just Saying...
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Wild About Chudleigh

As it is becoming clearer that outdoor activities

are safe, with
appropriate distancing, there are jobs coming up.
We have raked cut grass in Lawn Drive, but the time is
nigh to collect yellow rattle seeds from Harcombe verges, decide
where to spread them in the long grass, and scratch some in now.
We could do further work at the Cider Press on Market
Way. It is looking better every year and is a haven for insects and
birds, but could do with a bit of cutting back and planting.
Then we should plan for the work at the top of Oldway.
I hope to be out Monday or Tuesday afternoon, and
Thursday as well probably. If you have time and would like to
help, let me know and we can fix times.
Tessa Frost
01626852551,
rat.frost@gmail.com

Prickly Hedge Contact Details
Barbara Steele
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge

On A Lighter Note...
Back

A bee collecting pollen from a mullien flower right here in Chudleigh

Inspired by Chudleigh WI

in July 2017, you may
remember the WI yarn-bombed
the Play Park during the
Summer Spectacular (Chudfest
and Carnival) fortnight? Well,
that activity by the Chudleigh
ladies has found its way into a
novel!
Author Debbie Young
was one of the speakers at the
Literary Festival run by
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle on the Wednesday of
Chudfest Week. She was so struck by the
colourful display that she used it as one of the
triggers from her novel, The Natter of Knitters.
Debbie dedicated the book to our WI and
wrote a blog post about the whole thing. You can
read that by clicking here.

Copy date Saturday 18th July for
the next issue. Phone us on 01626
854611 or email us:
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk .
The editor reserves the right to
edit copy for considerations of
space. Views expressed in CP are
not necessarily those of the editor.

