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A huge thank you 
to our sponsor, 
Webselect, for     

agreeing to let us 
move to weekly 

distribution for the 
duration. 

First Steps To Easing Of 
Restrictions in England 

Last night, in a televised statement, Prime    

Minister Boris Johnson gave the first information 
about his conditional ‘road-map’ towards easing 
of lockdown restrictions in England. There is still 
considerable uncertainty; and progress will be 
based on assessment of infection rates. More 
details will become clear over the coming days, 
but the following summary (taken from the BBC 
website) will hopefully be a useful starting point. 
 

Step 1 
From Monday 11th May 

•  Social distancing measures continue 

• Work from home if you can 

• Some industries, such as construction and 
engineering, encouraged to return to work if 
safety measures are in place 

• Avoid public transport if possible 
 

From Wednesday 13th May 

• Take unlimited amounts of outdoor exercise 

• Drive to do exercise if you want 

• Play sports but only with your household 

• Enjoy parks without having to exercise 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 2: 1st June at the earliest 
• Phased reopening of shops 

• Schools could begin phased reopening 

• Process will begin with Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6 

• Years 10 and 12 may get some time with 
teachers before summer holidays 

 

Step 3: 1st July at the earliest 
• Reopening of some of the hospitality industry 

• Reopening of public places 
 
 

Useful websites and          
telephone numbers 
 

Chudleigh Covid Task Force: 01626 853140 

or email: clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk 

Medical Advice 

Government Guidelines 

Help and Support for businesses 

Employees: Statutory Sick Pay 

Employees: Short Timeworking 

HMRC Coronavirus Helpline: 08000159559 

HMRC Self-Assessment Payment Helpline:  

03002003822 

Helpful information can also be found on the 
Devon  County Council website by clicking 
here.  

http://www.chudleighphoenix.co.uk
mailto:clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2_Hj8f6M3ohD-Ldkp8cEHliv_flZwmPhD42DoW6Qx6cotINpFQDJTQiiE
http://www.gov.uk/statutory-sick-pay
http://www.gov.uk/lay-offs-short-timeworking
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
http://www.devon.gov.uk/document/coronavirus-advice-in-devon.
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From the Editor  

We’ve all been commenting over the past 

few weeks about the wonderful community 
of Chudleigh. How so many people have 
put themselves out to help the more       
vulnerable members of society, whether it’s 
local food suppliers changing their       
business models to keep us fed; volunteers 
delivering food and medicines; or the Town 
Council co-ordinating efforts. 

However, at the same time, there’s 
been a lot of criticism and finger-pointing 
online about other people’s interpretation 
of the rulings. I admit I’ve found myself 
watching people walking down the lane in 
front of my house, wondering whether 
they’re really all from the same family or 
not. 

But in truth, we rarely know other 
people’s circumstances. And it’s really not 
our business anyway. 

Whether yesterday’s announcement 

was what you expected to hear or not, it’s 
inevitable that different people are going to  
react differently to it. And we have to    
accept that. 

Some people are desperate to get 
back out there, start work again, earn some 
money to support the family. Or visit     
relatives who might be alone or struggling. 

Others will find they lack the     
confidence to start mixing with people 
again straight away and will carry on as 
they have for the past couple of months. 

The important thing to remember  is 
that Covid-19 isn’t magically going to  
disappear overnight. And we need to     
continue protecting ourselves and others in 
the best way we can. And be kind about 
each other’s choices. 

*** 
Thank you, as always, for your feedback on 
last week’s edition. It’s good to know you 
approve of what we’re doing. We’ve been 

trying to keep up with all the messages on 
Facebook and elsewhere, but if we’ve 
missed you, don’t be offended. Just ring or 
email and we’ll get you in next week 
(contact details at foot of this page). 

We all need a smile at this time. And 
it’s important to say thank you. If there’s 
someone you’d like to thank for their     
support, or for going above and beyond, 
then do get in touch. Or if you know of 
someone who’s celebrating a birthday, 
anniversary or other special event, why not 
drop us a line and we’ll  publish a message 
to them on your behalf. 

The weekly version of Chudleigh 
Phoenix isn’t as colourful as the monthly 
one. But at the moment, the aim is to get 
information out there, rather than worrying 
about how it looks. 

Until next week, stay safe and 
healthy.  

Kate 

11th May 2020 

Unfortunately, at times like this we are vulnerable not only to all 

the risks out there normally, but also the unscrupulous folks who 
take this situation as an opportunity to operate some wicked new 
scams. Please continue to take care. Here’s a round-up of some of 
the scams we’ve heard of this week: 

Pet Scam 
Over past two months, more than 700 people have been victims 

of this scam, losing £250K. Fraudsters use various social media 
sites and apparently genuine pet sites to advertise pets, mainly 
dogs, for sale. Using the current crisis they say it’s not possible to 
view the animal in advance of the sale. They post fake photos and 
request deposits then further monies for insurance etc. They  
promise to deliver but nothing arrives.  They have no pets and 
have never had them; they are just after the money.  
 

Phone Banking Scam 1 
Some people are receiving calls telling them money has been 

taken from their account and their bank card has been cancelled. 
They are then told to press 1 to contact their bank. If this happens 
to you, DO NOT press 1. Put the phone down. It is a scam and it is 
highly unlikely your account has been touched. But if you are 
concerned, check with your bank, using the contact details on their 
website, or the phone number on the back of your bank card. 
 

Phone Banking Scam 2 
All the banks are putting out warnings at the moment about fake 

calls supposedly from your banks, asking for details such as    
passwords or pin numbers. NO bank, financial institution or    
genuine business will ask for your bank details over the phone, 

online or by cold calling at your address.  
 

Emergency Checks 
The Ashburton helpline has received a couple of calls from    

elderly people who've had unsolicited calls saying that they are at 
risk from Covid 19 and that someone needs to visit them to do an 
emergency check. Thankfully these people were able to identify 
something wasn't quite right and ended the calls but it has caused 
some concern. If you receive a call like this, put the phone down 
and ignore it. 
 

Chain Letters 
We’ve all seen chain letters in the past. They used to arrive 

through the post, asking you to forward them to lots of other    
people, and warning of dire consequences if the chain was broken. 
Most of us learned early on to throw them in the bin. 

The modern equivalent of chain letters are now rife across 
the internet. Whether it’s a message via Facebook, warning of a 
new virus on WhatsApp; or a picture of a heart and the NHS   
symbol on Messenger with a request to keep the message    
spreading; or any one of the similar notices doing the rounds,  
electronic chain letters spell phishing attacks. Your personal data 
may be taken and used by fraudsters to perform illicit actions on 
your behalf. Both your internet security and your physical security 
can be threatened. 

As a rule of thumb, any message asking you to forward it 
to everyone you know can be assumed to be a hoax, fake news, or 
worse. Put it in the virtual bin and move on. DO NOT forward it. 

The Continuing, Or Even Increased, Need For Vigilance 

NHW Co-ordinator 

Cllr Chris Webb 

can be contacted by email  or by phone: 
07968508451  

Copy date Saturday 16th May for the next issue. Email us:                 

editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk            

or phone us: 854611. The editor reserves the right to edit copy 
for considerations of space. Views expressed in CP are not     
necessarily those of the editor. 

mailto:chrswebb03@googlemail.com
mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
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11th May 2020 

Chudleigh Notices 

Chudleigh Youth Centre 
Chudleigh Youth Centre is a charity that has 

had no income since late February due to the  
current circumstances with the pandemic and 
lockdown. This means the future of the     
services it provides for the local community 
are uncertain. 

Last week we reported they were 
encouraging the young people and their 
parents to come up with creative ways to 
raise funds to support the club during this 
difficult time. So far we’ve heard of two 
youngsters who are training hard for the 
challenge. Josh Webber will be cycling 25 

miles. While Noah 
Lees will be covering 
5km on his tricycle. 
If you would like to  
support the efforts of 
these young people, 
you can donate at the go fund me page.  
And if you have a fundraising idea, Amber 
and the team would love to hear it. 
 
One piece of good news for CYC this week: 
Teignbridge District Council has given 
them a rent free period for three months. 

The volunteers and youth members are all very grateful to our 
TDC representatives, Richard Keeling and Lorraine Evans for 
supporting the Youth Centre through the difficult lockdown    
period. 

Stay safe and keep to the governments guidelines 
We look forward to seeing your ideas!  

Get creative!  

Countryside Code 
We are lucky to live in a beautiful part of the 
country, with some wonderful walks available 
to us. But reports are coming in of people   
ignoring the countryside code, the simple rules 
we should all abide by in order to protect   
ourselves and others.  Leave gates as you find 
them (whether open or closed); keep dogs on 
leads near livestock; pick up your rubbish; and 
respect people’s property. All these fields are owned by somebody 
and many are private with no footpaths or public access.  

Bowling Club 
In common with other sports clubs, the 

bowling club has had to suspend all opera-
tions for the time being. Essential    
maintenance is still being carried out in 
accordance with guidelines set out by the 
government and Bowls England. We hope 
to resume on a limited basis when        
restrictions are eased, possibly in the near future. 

In the meantime, members are keeping in touch by phone, 
email, WhatsApp, etc. This year’s fixtures are mostly being    
carried over to next year, as it seems this season’s programme will 
be very limited.  

Looking on the bright side, next year promises to be good, 
and there will be plenty of opportunities for anyone wishing to 
learn to bowl, to visit us on club nights. We will, of course,     

publicise this nearer the time with all information, but before then, 
we have the next indoor season to look forward to, beginning, 
hopefully, in October.  

It is worth pointing out, that even next year, if people want 
to practise personal distancing, in bowling there is plenty of room 
on the green to do so. For those people who are forward-looking, 
if you want to know more about bowls, you can phone 07890 
804490 at any time. Don’t forget YouTube on tablets and smart 
TVs, there is plenty of bowls to watch from Australia and New 
Zealand, as well as indoor from England. 

Cancer Lifeline South West Appeal 
Regular readers of Chudleigh Phoenix will 

remember we are proud to support this        
wonderful local charity which promotes the 
wellbeing of people affected by cancer, by   
running 3-day residential breaks, providing 
‘Time to Retune’ after treatment finishes. 
Breaks, open to anyone diagnosed with cancer 
and their primary carer, are supported by      
professional facilitators with experience in 
working with people affected by life-threatening illness. Our   
editor, Kate McCormick, is a Trustee of CLSW. 

Under the current conditions, our breaks have been      
temporarily halted, which means we are expecting a backlog of 
applications once it is safe to recommence them.  

And at the same time, our fundraising activities have 
ground to a halt. But today, we’re not asking you to give us any 
money. We’re just asking for a couple of minutes of your time.  

The Ecclesiastical Movement for Good awards is offering 
grants of £1000 to eligible 
charities to help them make a 
difference. We know CLSW 
makes a difference, because 
our clients tell us so. And 
£1000 would certainly make 
a difference to us. The 
awards are based on the  
number of nominations received.  

To nominate us for one of these awards, just visit                  
movementforgood.com, and enter our details. Our registration 
number is 1107775. The closing date for nominations is Sunday 
24th May. The more nominations we get, the greater our chance 
of winning, so please spread the word to your friends and family. 
Thank you in advance for your time and support. 

 

How’s your inner Bard this lockdown?  
With Midsummer just over the horizon, here’s 

an  opportunity to take part in a play reading by 
members of CADS (Chudleigh Amateur       
Dramatic Society) of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream by William Shakespeare. Tess Frost is 
offering to lead a reading of the  adaptation she 
devised with David Bone a little while ago.   

CADS wants to hear from existing or 
potential members who may be interested. Email 
David Bainger by Friday 15th May. You’ll receive a summary 
and the script by email, and be invited to take part in a preliminary 
get-together on Zoom at 7pm on Monday 18th May, likely to  
involve reading two extracts (Act 2 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 1). If 
this time isn’t suitable but you are still interested, do still let us 
know. Annual membership of CADS is just £5 per adult.  

 

Josh’s poster 

Noah in training… 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/chudleigh-youth-centre
https://www.movementforgood.com/#nominateACharity
mailto:David.bainger@hotmail.co.uk
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Chudleigh Task Force Newsletter 
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Teignbridge and Devon Notices 

11th May 2020 

 

 

 

 
 

TDC Update 
Teignbridge District Council issued its  

latest Residents update on Wednesday 6th 
May.  Covering topics such as recycling 

centres; garden waste; bonfires and fly tipping; and much more, 
you can access it by clicking here. 
 

District Councillors’ Report 
The latest monthly report from District 

Councillors Richard Keeling and Lorraine 
Evans is available now. Topics covered 
include: budget and furlough numbers; 
business support and grants; resumption of building projects;  
Devon building control; and consultation on the Local Plan. You 
can read the report by clicking here. 
 

Business Support 
A reminder from Teignbridge District 

Council that there is a full page on their 
website dedicated to business help and 
support during coronavirus. You can find 
the page by clicking here. 

 

Food Waste Containers 
There’s a reminder this week of the dos and don’ts of using 

the blue food waste containers which are emptied weekly. 
Get all the details by clicking here. 
 

Controlling Dogs In Teignbridge 
From 1st April, TDC has introduced a new Public 

Space Protection Order (PSPO) aimed at reducing   
irresponsible dog ownership and making Teignbridge 
an even cleaner and greener place. 

An owner can be fined if their dog is out of  
control in public or they do not pick up after it. If they 
ignore a PSPO they can be fined: £100 on the spot (a fixed penalty 
notice); or up to £1,000 if it goes to court. You can read the new 
rules in full by clicking here. 

Anyone observing breaches of the new regulations is    
encouraged to report it to TDC. You can find out how to do this by 
clicking here. 

DCC Update 
Devon County Council posted its latest 

bulletin on Wednesday 6th May. It covers: 
recycling centres to reopen for essential use 
only; a  message from key workers; thank 
you for staying away #ComeBackLater; and a reminder that GP 
practices, pharmacies and A&E departments are open. You can   
access it by clicking here. 

 

Business Growth Hub 

The latest bulletin from the Heart of the South West Growth Hub 

is available now. Full of information about business support,   
including the various Covid-19 support schemes, it can be       
accessed by clicking here. 
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Consult our website; Email us;  

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047  

The May issue of the Community and      
Voluntary Services monthly Funding News 
is available now. It is packed with             
opportunities for grants and other funding 
options for charities and community        
organisations. You can download it from 
the Chudleigh Phoenix website by clicking 
here. Teignbridge CVS also posts funding           
opportunities daily on Facebook and    
Twitter. 

We have updated our website to include a       

Covid – 19 specific area.  This new area includes: 

  

• Updates from the Government, Devon  
County Council and Teignbridge District 

Council 

• Guidance for local groups in areas such as 

DBS checking 

• How you can use your charitable funds 

• Safeguarding 

• Setting up a Mutual Aid Group 

• Guidance for Groups offering Food and 

more 

•  Funding avaiable for Covid-19 activities 

  

We will be updating this site regularly  

 

We have a closed Facebook site for groups     
working to support the Covid-19 emergency; 
where you can ask questions of other providers, 
suggest good practice and generally make     

contact.   

To join the group please contact Holly.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/28a364c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTDC/bulletins/28a364c
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/district-councillors-lorraine-evans-richard-keelings-report-to-chudleigh-town-council-hennock-parish-council-may-2020-.pdf
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/business/business-support-and-advice/business-help-and-support-during-coronavirus/apply-for-business-support-grant/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/bin-collections/what-goes-into-my-bins-and-boxes/food-waste-container/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/environmental-health-and-wellbeing/dogs/dog-pspo/new-dog-controls/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/environmental-health-and-wellbeing/dogs/dog-pspo/report-a-breach/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/28a3520
https://mailchi.mp/heartofswgrowthhub/growth-hub-newsletter-8th-april-4417276?e=9447d6f21c
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
https://heartofswgrowthhub.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8408caa29676585a85472e318&id=f3421a033e&e=cb5897065d
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/fundingnewsmay20pdf.pdf
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/fundingnewsmay20pdf.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TeignCVS/
https://twitter.com/teigncvs
https://www.teigncvs.org.uk/coronavirus/
https://www.teigncvs.org.uk/coronavirus/
mailto:office@teigncvs.org.uk
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Recycling Centres Reopen Today 
Devon County Council is reopening its 

recycling centres for essential use only 
from today, Monday 11th May. 

The government has defined 
‘essential use’ as waste that ‘cannot be stored without causing a 
risk of injury, health or harm to the resident or other members of 
their household.’ 

Residents are urged to follow government guidance and 
only travel to recycling centres if the waste presents a hazard and 
‘cannot be legally and responsibly disposed of in other ways.’ 

It is the first stage of what will be a phased reopening for 
Devon’s nineteen Household Waste Recycling Centres and is  
subject to any subsequent government announcements. 

To protect the public and staff a series of health protection 
measures will be in force at each centre, including a one-in one-
out policy and the two-metre social distancing guidelines. 

Unfortunately, this means for the time being site staff will 
not be able to assist with unloading waste. 

These measures are likely to cause significant delays and 
queues and residents are advised to postpone their visit where  
possible. 

Most recycling centres will open on Monday 11th May and 
operate their usual opening hours. Exceptions are Punchbowl in 
Crediton and Crowndale Centre in Tavistock. 

Residents displaying coronavirus symptoms, are asked not 
to visit the recycling centres. Only cars without trailers, with a 
maximum of two adults per vehicle, will be permitted on site. To 
keep unloading times to a minimum, trailers, vans, pick-ups and 
commercial vehicles will not be granted access for the time being. 
Payments on site must be by credit/debit card only. 

 

NCVO 
The National Council for Voluntary          

Organisations issues a regular bulletin which is 
full of information, advice and funding news. 
You can register to receive this bulletin by 
clicking here. 

You can read the latest bulletin by     
clicking here. 

 

Business Support 
HM Revenue and Customs is issuing a  

Covid-19 Update bulletin on a regular basis. The 
latest was issued on Tuesday 5th May. You can 
access it by clicking here.  

You can get additional information on 
Covid-19 business support on the Government  
website, by clicking here. 

 

Government food parcel no longer needed? 
There have been some questions on the Task 
Force helpline on how to stop the weekly     
government food parcels. 

If you received an NHS letter and if you 
have registered as shielding, you may be      
receiving a weekly food parcel. This will     
contain enough food for one adult for one week. 

If you want to cancel this, do one of the following: 

• refuse the parcel when it is delivered; this will then cancel 
it and remove you from the government distribution list 

• go to GOV.UK where you registered as shielded, go to the 
question 'Do you have a way of getting essential supplies 
delivered at the moment?'. You previously answered no to 
this question, please now reply as yes. You will then be 
removed from the government distribution list 

• call 0800 028 8327 and make sure you have your NHS 
number (this will be on the top of your NHS letter). This is 
an automated phone line and you will need to follow the 
instructions. You will be asked the question 'Do you have a 
way of getting essential supplies delivered at the moment?'. 
You previously answered no to this question, please now 
reply as yes. You will then be removed from the           
government distribution list 

• Please note that deregistering from the food parcels will 
not cause you to lose your priority status slot for           
supermarket delivery. 

 

Coronavirus Bounce Back Loan 
The Bounce Back Loan Scheme (BBLS) enables 

smaller businesses to access finance more quickly 
during the coronavirus outbreak. You can get all 
the details and find out how to apply by clicking 
here. 

 

Coronavirus: Getting Tested 
Guidance is now available on coronavirus    

testing, including who is eligible for a test, how to 
get tested and the different types of test available. 
You can get all the details by clicking here. 

 

 

Could You Be A Furlonteer? 
Furlonteer.com is a completely     

non-profit project to connect  charities 
and good causes with skilled and    
willing people during the coronavirus 
pandemic and subsequent lockdown 
restrictions. 

Hamish and Rosie Shephard, 
along with Sam Tasker-Grindley, came 
up with the concept of Furlonteer.com 
over a  virtual curry on Sunday 19th 
April. Hamish is the co-founder of 
Hello Fresh and founder of BrideBook; Rosie is the founder of 
The Luxury Communications Council (LCC); Sam is an Associate 
Director at RSM UK. 

On Tuesday 21st April at lunchtime a group of passionate 
Furlonteers got on a Zoom call and came up with a plan to get this 
amazing concept up and running and to scale through marketing, 
social and digital. By Friday afternoon they had a brand, website, 
marketing and digital campaign and had already matched charities 
with Furlonteers. 

If you are currently furloughed and think you have skills 
that a charity might find useful in the interim, why not get in 
touch? 

 
 

  

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/email-updates
http://links.ncvo.org.uk/m/1/37861233/p1-b20128-b8ae5e128c584c4896ef6ad07088bd74/7/377/df82ad0f-dd0b-43ae-8652-08f16b48b9a3
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHMRCED/bulletins/289765b
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.furlonteer.com/


 

 

Page 8 

11th May 2020 

Chudleigh Businesses 
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On A Lighter Note 

Time For Recognition 
Occasionally a community is asked to 

“step up to the plate” or “go the extra 
mile” and in our community these    
extraordinary efforts are headed by the 
our elected representatives on the town 
council. 

Each year the town council puts 
in place plans for most emergencies 
which are regularly updated; equipment and stock items checked, 
and local suppliers kept informed of likely supply line needs and 
the staff involved. 

And so it has been with the COVID-19 Community Task 
Force.  

 This most excellent team, like teams before them, didn’t 
just happen. It is the result of the town council taking a leading 
role in this Coronavirus emergency. By working with many    
partner organisations in Chudleigh including the pharmacy, the 
retailers, and volunteer groups, the town council is spearheading 
help for residents, whether in isolation or not and making life just 
a bit more bearable for us all. So whether it be a list of local    
businesses and the services they can offer, the collection of     
prescriptions and/or shopping, advice and/or a friendly natter, the 
“one number fits all” is working well. 

From one retired councillor: well done the Town Hall 
Team and Councillors all. 

Mike Underwood 
 

Thank You Chudleigh 
Eleanor and Wilf Taylor would like to thank the 

kind anonymous person who left a loaf of tiger 
bread on their doorstep last week. It was much 
appreciated.   

 

It’s Been A Rubbish Day 

A couple of weeks back, we mentioned the way Australians were 

giving new meaning to the phrase ‘taking the bins out’. And there 
were some amusing pictures online. But just look what happens 
when Chudleigh’s own Tim Farrell was challenged to put his own 
stamp on it. From the producers of Boverton (By The Sea);  
Christmas Angel; We Love You Michael Fish; and Duracell   
Bunny comes the latest hit “It's Bin A Rubbish Day.” 
 

Making Sweet Music 
Making music of a very different kind 

this week is Jane Anderson Brown,     
Musical Director of Red Earth Opera 
which features singers and musicians from 
Chudleigh and was due to perform in 
town at the end of last month. Jane has 
been experimenting with multipart      
recordings and has produced this        
wonderful version of Panis Angelicus, 
composed by Cesar Franck, and arranged 
for a trio of female voices by Henry 
Geehl. Jane has her own YouTube     
channel where you can find a variety of performances plus   
warm-up exercises to aid you own singing. 

Anyone else missing their hairdresser or 
barber? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cnxl4dal7M&fbclid=IwAR0A-KyHN5TqN437W-fEpYWw9OyrfsZsPkyqWYwBbojRas8cv0Gd-W5X3Mg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKzCJ9LAROk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_GlBTIVzemDchqhwGMfHow
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On A Lighter Note... 

Virus Verse 
This week’s poem comes from Jan Beaumont from New Zealand. We 

suspect it will ring bells with the women of a certain age in town (maybe 
some of the Zoom Sweethearts?)… 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I'm normally a social girl, I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here, We can't go out the gates. 
 
You see, we are the 'oldies' now, We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while, They'll think we've upped and died. 
 
They'll never know the things we did, Before we got this old 
There wasn't any Facebook, So not everything was told. 
 
We may seem sweet old ladies, Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s—If you only knew the truth! 
 
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll, The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied, And were quite outrageous flirts. 
 
Then we settled down, got married, And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, Who on earth did we become? 
 
We didn't mind the change of pace, Because our lives were full 
But to bury us before we're dead, Is like a red rag to a bull! 
 
So here you find me stuck inside, For 4 weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again, Then I had to close the door! 
 
It didn’t really bother me, I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family, But I've got no bloody flour! 
 
Now Netflix is just wonderful, I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris, Or some random sexy killer. 
 
At least I've got a stash of booze, For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whiskey, even gin, If I'm feeling suicidal! 
 
So let's all drink to lockdown, To recovery and health 
And hope this bloody virus, Doesn't decimate our wealth. 
 

We'll all get through the crisis, And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I'm not far too wide, To fit through the flaming gates!” 
 

There have been 
some lovely 

pictures taken 
around town 

recently. Here’s 
just a few we 

spotted: 

 

This lovely picture 
of wild garlic in 

full bloom       
appeared on the 

Chudleigh Wild FB 
page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The evocative shot 
of Old Exeter 

Street at night was 
captured by Barney 

Heath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Brandon 
got this flag from 
her Great Uncle 
who was in the 

British Embassy 
in Portugal. She 

hung it in      
celebration of VE 

Day, using    
bulldog clips, an 
inspiration she 
believes came 
from her late       

husband, Roger. 

 

 

 

Finally, Alison 
Neely took this 

picture of patriotic 
bears celebrating 
last Thursday’s 

75th Anniversary. 
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On A Lighter Note 

Carole’s Week 
Last week I was due to go to London. Well, that is if I had been 

lucky in the National Trust draw for volunteers.  The N.T. rewards 
its volunteers in various ways.  This year, as well as the usual 
Christmas Lunch, an outing to one of their properties and discount 
in their shops, volunteers were given the chance to join a         
celebration of the Trust’s 125th anniversary at a Buckingham  
Palace Garden Party, by kind permission of Her Majesty. 

Along with fellow-stewards, I thought, ‘Why not have a 
go? Nothing to lose.’ So for a couple of months while waiting for 
the results of the draw,  I was deciding who to take, where to stay  
and what to wear – with plenty  of thought put into possible 
changes in the weather. We wouldn’t be seeing the Queen, but we 
were hoping that one of us would be lucky and could come back 
and tell the others all about an exciting experience. But now it is 
just one of the small disappointments provided by Covid-19.  

 For the past five years, after doing something similar at A 
La Ronde, Exmouth and Highcross House, Dartington, I’ve     
enjoyed sharing my knowledge of Bradley Manor at Newton   
Abbot with hundreds of visitors every summer. I’ve found that 
they’re not all fascinated by the details of history, in fact a fair 
proportion just want to tell us all about the lovely place where 
they are staying or their garden or their pets. However, most of 
them appreciate the fact that this unique medieval manor still  
provides a permanent home for the family who arrived here at the 
beginning of the last century. They don’t have a separate flat but 
live in the whole house, so it really does feel like a home rather 
than a museum.  

One of their ancestors, Thomas Woolner, was a founder 
member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, (he was the only 
sculptor and poet in the group) and some of their work is on show 
in the house. I love my weekly stints at Bradley. We divide our 
time between three rooms across our three hours and every room 
is evidence of a different century, covering seven hundred years. 
If you haven’t visited it yet I hope that one day you will, and   
perhaps I’ll be there to tell you my favourite stories of some of the 
colourful characters who have lived there.  Meanwhile,  I        
patiently(?) await the day that Bradley is once again open to the 
public.  

Take care & stay safe. 
Carole (Smart) x 

 
P.S.  I was so pleased that David Smallshire confirmed what I 

only half-believed – that the cuckoo is back in the woods at     
Harcombe. I’ve heard it on two days running after many years of 
no-show. 

I remember singing this song  at school and have always 
thought it was by Shakespeare. It’s simple but paints a picture of 
what I imagine Chudleigh was like in the days when there were 
several farms in the heart of town.  
 

Spring, the sweet spring by Thomas Nashe 

Spring, the sweet spring, is the year’s pleasant king, 

Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a ring, 

Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing: 

Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo! 

 

The palm and may make country houses gay, 

Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all day, 

And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay: 

Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo! 

 

The fields breathe sweet, the daisies kiss our feet, 

Young lovers meet, old wives a-sunning sit, 

In every street these tunes our ears do greet: 

Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to witta-woo! 

Spring, the sweet spring! 

Bear Hunt Week 4 
 

Over four weeks, we’ve posted a series of questions and picture 

clues. You may have been able to spot the original pictures while 
on your daily walks. But the hunt was designed to be done from 

home, maybe with a bit of help from the 
grown-ups. 
This is the final week. When you have all 
your answers, send them in by email to 
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk. All the 
correct answers will be put into a hat and 
one chosen at random. For that lucky   
person, there will be a prize from The  
Sugar Mill. You have until next Sunday, 
17th May, to get your answers in. 

 
This week’s bear is nearly 100 years old. 

He lives in the Hundred Acre Wood 
His best friends are Piglet, Tigger and Eeyore 

 

Questions 
What is his name? 

What was the name of his human friend? 
 

In case you missed them 
 

Week 1           Week 2           Week 3 

Bradley Manor in the snow 

mailto:editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/20th-april-2020.pdf
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/27th-april-2020.pdf
https://chudleighphoenixblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/4th-may-2020.pdf
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Wild About Chudleigh... 

Prickly Hedge 
 

Chudleigh Prickly Hedge celebrated Hedgehog Week with 100 

Hedgehogs decorated by all different age groups and displayed 
around the town...and an impromptu Hedgehog information board 
appeared in the hedge! 

 
Take care, Barbara Steele 

chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail. com  
Facebook: Chudleigh Prickly Hedge 

 
 

Feed The Birds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birds are welcome visitors to our garden. Bird feeders are great 

for enjoying them, but feeders don’t always attract the birds as 
quickly as we would like. If you regularly feed your birds, then 
odds are they know they can rely on you and have told their 
friends. If you are putting out feeders for the first time, don’t give 
up if you don’t have visitors straight away. Put out a little food at 
first and change uneaten food regularly, especially in wet weather. 
 
[From experience, there will be no such difficulties in attracting 
squirrels to your bird feeders. Our squirrels are eating better than 
we are. Ed.] 

 
 
 
Seed bombs are a great 

way to propagate seeds. 
Some say they go back to 
ancient times and Japanese 
farmer Masanobu Fukuoka 
popularised seed balls to 
help seeds grow in areas 
difficult to farm.  
 
Unfortunately we had to 
cancel our seed bomb   
making event, but why not 
have a go yourself? We use 
clay soil dug from our own 
gardens, but if you don’t 
have clay soil you can   
substitute with powdered 
clay. Send us your photo’s - 
we’d love to see the results! 

mailto:chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.%20com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703903046685759/

